
 

 

 
 

As a Worshiping Community, our Purpose is to 
INVITE people to Jesus, to GROW as disciples and to SERVE others for God’s glory. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2, 2017 
 
Dear Executive Committee of Atlantic Coast Conference, 
 
At our congregational meeting November 15, 2016, Laurel Street Mennonite Church 
reached consensus to request transfer of our membership from Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference to Atlantic Coast Conference.  While grieving the loss of leaving LMC, we are 
eager to become part of ACC and look forward to building connections and relationships 
with ACC.  Thank you for already making us feel welcome.  We have sensed a kindred spirit 
and shared vision with Atlantic Coast Conference. 
 
What makes ACC appealing to our congregation? 
 

1. Geographic proximity - opportunities to fellowship/partner with local churches 
2. Peace and justice as a core component of the Gospel message 
3. Congregations of similar size and diversity as LSMC 
4. Decentralized leadership structure 
5. Warm and caring group of people who are there for us.  
6. Member and active participant of Mennonite Church USA 
7. Congregational based decision making allowing for diversity in theological 

conversations, church life, and leadership 
8. Involvement of congregational delegate and credentialed leaders in decision making 

and working committees 
9. Women's gifts affirmed at all levels of leadership 

 
What strengths does our congregation bring to ACC? 
 

1. Highly relational community 
2. Young and growing  
3. Focus on both local and international mission 
4. Pastoral leadership - team approach 
5. We are open and honest with each other, accepting one another where we are at. 
6. We celebrate our diversity across culture, race, age, theology, education, and 

economic differences.  We strive to embrace diversity in ways that all feel welcome. 
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7. An abundance of gifts and leadership abilities. We seek to empower each person to 
use their gifts both within our church and community.  

8. We enjoy humor and light moments. Sunday worship includes joy and laughter.  
9. We have an average attendance of 70.  About one-third are children under twelve.  

This creates an informal, joyful atmosphere in a small space.   
10. Many of us have lived or traveled to other cultures outside of Lancaster. 
11. We are here for the community with activities such as Day Camp, Strawberry Fest 

and Back-to-School-Night.  Even more important, we are here to be with the 
community, striving to partner together to improve our community. 
  

How would affiliation with ACC strengthen our vision? 
 

1. Network with other congregations with similar ministries and vision 
2. Resources for expanding our children/families/youth programs 
3. Support and accountability 
4. Less bureaucracy and "top down" decision making 
5. More energy spent on discerning and listening to God's call to OUR community 
6. Cluster meetings for pastors to share, support, and pray with one another  
7. ACC is a conference that promotes and welcomes diversity rather than dictate 

sameness.  We need this as a congregation with diverse viewpoints. 
 
We embrace the current Confession of Faith of Mennonite Church USA as a guiding 
framework for ministry and relationship.  We are committed to giving and receiving 
counsel and are ready to share responsibly in the program of the Conference with interest, 
prayers, personnel and funds. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
 
 
 
Laurel Street Mennonite Church Leadership Team and Pastors Ron and Judy Zook 


