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Above: Worship Team
leading worship at the annual 
ACC Youth Retreat this past 
September 13-15.

Some form of the divine was felt by many at the Atlantic 
Coast Conference Youth Retreat on September 13-15 at 
Refreshing Mountain Camp.
 Youth groups from several churches attended this 
three-day retreat to meet other youth, praise God, eat good 
food, hang out, stay up very late, and find out where God is 
in the chaos and confusion of life. 
 Jon Carlson, pastor at Oley Mennonite Church, spoke 
about noticing God in the messiness of life. Lyn Carlson, his 
wife and head of the ACC Youth Committee, says, “I heard a 
lot of good feedback.” She went on to say that many students 
connected with the speaker and there was “a lot of energy.”
 The weekend was jammed full of exciting things to do, 
ranging from sports to coffeehouses to campfires. We felt the 
presence of God in our midst. 
 Abigail King, an attendee of Ridgeview Mennonite 
Church and Youth Committee member and part of the 
Worship Team, said it was a “very exciting, God-filled 
retreat.” She articulates about the chance to “connect with 
other people from other churches.”
 Other youth attested to the extraordinary facility at 
Refreshing Mountain Retreat. The camp has a long zip line 
that most took advantage of.  The camp also has a climbing 
tower, swimming pool, large field, and gym.
 The weather at the retreat was also fantastic. Lyn 
Carlson said, “God gave us amazing weather.”
 Fortunately, the food was also plentiful. A variety of 
hearty meals were served each day, along with numerous 
snacks, drinks, ice cream, and munchies to keep active youth 
well-fed.
 This annual retreat has been around for many years, 
and will be around for many more to come.
              ~ Julian Brubaker, 15-year-old at
              Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster
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Comments  from ACC members who 
attended the Mennonite Church USA 
Convention in Phoenix this past July were 
enthusiastic and excited! Here are a few . . .

 Being an adult worship leader was an 
honor and humbling experience. It was an 
honor that the convention planners asked me; 
yet, I was humbled by the amazing talents, 
gifts, and callings on the entire worship team. 
There were times when I wondered, “Were 
they serious about asking me?” But the gift 
of this experience has been getting to know 
people on the worship team and keeping 
my purpose and focus clear . . . to the Glory 
of God. Period! “Love trumps doctrine— 
EVERYTIME,” as stated by Elder Vincent 
Harding.  ~ Michelle E. Armster, Blossom 
Hill Mennonite

 I was blessed by the worship of the 
gathered church and by the collegial spirit 
of the Assembly. The presence of the Spirit 
in the worship of the Adults and Young 
Adults (Youth) was evident and uplifting. 
Recognizing the controversy around holding 
this Assembly in Phoenix, things like visiting  
the border/wall, encountering the godlessness 
of the system, and tackling questions of 
immigration and poverty were available 
and heightened by being  in Phoenix or a 
similar near-border city. While controversial, 
the decision to continue there was a good 
one by leadership. ~ Bill Hartman, Hope 
Community Church of Fleetwood

 I was bit thrown-off during the 
combined youth/adult worship when 
Ervin Stutzman (Executive Director of 
Mennonite Church USA) concluded 
his sermon on living as citizens of God’s 
Kingdom with an altar call, inviting people 
to make an initial decision to follow Christ, 
or to renew their commitment to Christ. 
Unlike some other altar calls I have observed, 
though, this seemed to resonate with some of 
our core Anabaptist values:

 1) It was not flashy. Ervin’s invitation 
was simple and direct, and I could not detect 
a hint of manipulation (even with my finely-
tuned radar).
 2) It was disbursed. People were invited to 
go and pray with people at one of several tables 
scattered throughout the hall.
 3) It was modeled. Ervin left the stage at 
the conclusion of his invitation, and went to a 
table to receive prayer, modeling what he was 
inviting people to do.
 4) It was not pressured. No one implied 
that going to a table or staying in a seat was a 
guarantee of one thing or another.
 I am still not totally at peace with altar 
calls or some of the underlying theology behind 
them, but if you are going to do ‘em, do it like 
this.  ~ Jon Carlson, Oley Valley Mennonite

 While enjoying the MC USA Convention in 
Phoenix, I met Earnest. It was not intentional, it 
just happened. He was on my pathway or perhaps I 
was on his—Earnest was a concierge in the conven-
tion center. I noticed him numerous times during 
the week walking from my hotel to youth worship. 
He called out to me one day inviting conversation.  
 Earnest noticed something unique about this 
Menno group, a different spirit or attitude, quite 
noticeable regardless of age! He mentioned how im-
pressed he was with our youth: respectful, kind, and 
considerate. Adults as well shared a gracious spirit; 
he was impressed! We talked and had an engaging 
conversation, and parted ways feeling valued!
 We gather every other year to worship togeth-
er, learn how God is at work among us, socialize, 
meet old friends, and establish new relationships. 
We have opportunities to be resourced and grow, 
times of discernment regarding priorities, purpose, 
and position. Personal positions are embraced, 
sometimes challenged; we strive to listen, value, and 
learn from the many voices. God is with us!

Richard Thomas (Ridgeview Mennonite) passes leader-
ship to Elizabeth Soto-Albrecht at Phoenix.
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MC UsA
Convention

A prayer walk 
throughout the 

city took us past 
Sheriff Joe, the 

prison, and 
ended in the 

city park with a 
prayer vigil.  

 Once again the experience of Convention 
was full of life and vigor. I love that we meet at 
the same location; youth and adults in the same 
space. There are different venues, but we have 
opportunity to be in the same space and it helps 
create identity. Youth and adults return to their 
towns with stories of God moments; the inspira-
tion of experiencing God in a new way, the joy 
of God at work in a friend, or even someone 
unknown. 
 It is impossible to know the total impact 
of a week of convention, but I am most grateful 
for the labyrinth of life experiences filled with 
stations of God moments; God finding me in 
new ways, transforming life, and filling it with 
memories that give hope.  Moments that include 
a sea of faces at convention, persons encounter-
ing God who has found them, opportunities to 
anoint with oil persons who desire God’s healing 
touch for the struggles of life. Truly God was and 
is among us . . . may our smiles continue to share 
hope with all whom we meet!  ~ Merv Stoltzfus, 
Ridgeview Mennonite

 As an ACC delegate, I saw affirmations 
by others for MC USA leadership:  strong 
affirmation felt for Dick Thomas and his 
transparency and handling of difficult conver-
sations and moments. Strong affirmation held 
for the poise and third-way approach to the 
difficult situation of inclusion and opposition 
in Elizabeth Soto-Albrecht’s decision to travel 
and collect stories and connections and then 
join Convention on the final day. I saw and felt 
many affirmations from delegates’ comments who 
appreciated (most were clear and concise) which 
helped guide our discussions and resolutions. 
I saw affirmations on the motions made through-
out the Convention. After discussions, learn-
ing, and experiences were shared, four motions 
were carried. Special rules of engagement, bylaw 
changes, and two resolutions (Creation Care 
and Safe Children) were all carried. The third 
resolution was drafted and carried to indicate 
affirmation for the earlier statement on immi-
gration with intent to change the language and 
bring before the delegate body for resolution 
at another gathering. Besides the motions and 
resolutions, the MC USA slate of new leaders 
was affirmed and the new Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Elizabeth Soto-Albrecht took her place as Mod-

erator while Moderator Elect Patricia Shelley was 
introduced. It was good to see Mennonite Health 
Services voted to become a partner agency of MC 
USA. The learning opportunities were shared with 
each other at the table, 
and some to the whole 
group. We heard from 
those who went to the 
border, and others 
who were impacted by 
what they learned. My 
learning opportunity 
was in practicing the 
way of Jesus, which 
encouraged partici-
pants to experiment 
within their own 
culture and context 
to shape their world. 
Worship was varied and meaningful.The anointing 
service, call to prayer, and encouragement to serve 
were evidence of meaningful gathering times. One 
note was that the very youth who are worried about 
their futures, many of whom will not be able to af-
ford college tuition themselves, gave mightily to the 
Dream ACC, monies allocated for undocumented 
students.  ~ Julia Dunst, Zion Mennonite

 We had a feast 
in Phoenix and 
was it ever a great 
banquet—a colorful 
meal with all the 
nationalities and 
languages represented 
in the praise band 
and worship speakers 
from Monday night, 
Cheryl Bear, Native 
Canadian to Dr. 
Elizabeth Soto 
Albright (our new MC USA Moderator) on 
Friday night! As delegates, we spent 14½ hours at 
tables of eight (over 600 delegates in all), meeting 
our church leaders, hearing reports, adopting 
resolutions, and kicking around issues including 
immigration. We were all sisters and brothers 
together in Christ’s Kingdom and nationality did 
not matter.  We left to continue work at unity of 
all people in God’s Kingdom.  ~ Rosemary Shenk, 
Bethel Mennonite

Youth from 
Conestoga 
Mennonite 

won the Human 
Blitz prize! 
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On Friday, October 25, a Leadership Resource Day is 
scheduled for all ACC pastors, congregational leaders, and 
other interested persons. Two tracks of study are planned: 
1) Restorative Justice Practices taught by Lorraine Stutzman 
Amstutz, and 2) Healthy Congregational Systems led by 
Richard Blackburn of the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, 
Lombard, Ill. Church leadership teams are encouraged to
 attend. Register for both the Leadership Resource Day and 
Fall Assembly through the ACC website at http://www.
atlanticcoastconference.net/

ACC Fall Assembly Celebration

october 25-26, 2013

Akron Mennonite Church

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Nancy Kauffmann, Denominational Minister from 
Mennonite Church USA, will provide inspiration as we worship 

and discern together, listen to storytelling, and pray together.

ASSEMBLY theme is taken from
Ephesians 3:14-21.

the Community Haus in lancaster, Pa.

A Sound system for The Community Haus, an ACC church plant in 
Lancaster, Pa., is needed for the free concerts, symposiums, and public events 
that are hosted. God has called them to this ministry in the South Side 
neighborhood, and they are wondering if there is a congregation who would like 
to serve as a partner to meet this need of $1,200 to purchase a sound system?
 Jeff McLain, the pastor of The Community Haus, comments, “The past 
two years since we have opened have been exciting years! And we believe that 
God desires to see more of his Kingdom break through.” 
 “The Community Haus is a gathering of friends and neighbors, who 
are intentionally creative about the way in which we gather together in the 
city, immersing ourselves in our neighborhoods and investing in the lives 
of our neighbors.  We are intentionally creative about gathering together in 
the pursuit of God, in the pursuit of community and to experience together, 
what it means to follow Jesus,” continues Pastor McLain.
 They could tell a thousand stories from the concerts, symposium nights 
and fire-pit nights alone.  We have yet to host one, in which at least one sense 
of life-changing or life-encouraging encounter occurred.  Pastor McLain 
works for a Drug and Alcohol Rehab, which hosts many addicted youth from 
our neighborhood, whom he sees and interacts with after their discharges. 
You can donate through our GoFundMe fundraising page or send a check 
made out to “The Community Haus” at 428 South Prince Street Lancaster 
PA 17603.

ACC

AsseMBlY

Akron
Mennonite

Church

1311 Diamond St. 
Akron, PA 17501

717-859-1488

$

CURRENCY CORNER

Thank you to each of the churches 
and individuals that have supported 
the Atlantic Coast Conference 
these last four years with time 
and money. These years have seen 
churches faithfully supporting the 
Conference even though many 
budgets have been tight. We at 
ACC have worked to be careful 
stewards of the resources that 
have been entrusted to us. May 
God richly bless the Conference 
in its mission which is “Centered 
in Christ, Building Connections, 
Sharing God’s Love.”

  - Delbert Seitz, ACC Treasurer
Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster
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tHoUgHts

to Ponder

“God is Spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.”  To reach 
God we needed to transcend the physical world 
in which we live and take up residence in the 
metaphysical world.  In one word, we reach 
God by becoming more spiritual.  
 Being spiritual is much more than read-
ing a chapter in the Bible, saying a short prayer 
before we eat and repeating the Lord’s prayer 
before we go to sleep.  
 Lynn Underwood is an epidemiologist who 
approaches spirituality from the perspective of 
a researcher.  She has formulated 16 questions 
that she calls the “Daily Spiritual Experience 
Scale.” Its purpose is to measure the level of 
spirituality, not to compare ourselves with oth-
ers but to track our own progress.  
1) I  am touched by the beauty of creation.
2) I feel God’s presence.
3) I experience a connection to all of life.
4) I feel close to God.
5) I am in union with God.
6) I feel God’s love for me directly.
7) I feel God’s love for me through others.
8) I feel a selfless caring for others.
9) I accept others even when they do things 
 I think are wrong.
10) I find strength in my spirituality.

11) I find comfort in my spirituality.
12) I feel God’s presence in the midst of 
 my daily activities.
13) I ask God to help me in my daily activities.
14) I feel joy arising from my relationship 
 with God. 
15) I feel thankful for my blessings.
16) I feel a deeper inner peace and harmony. 
  Rank yourself:
   1. Never
   2. Once in a while
   3. Some days
   4. Most days
   5. Every day
   6. Many times a day
 The emphasis, you will notice, is on feeling our 
spirituality, and on experiencing it in our everyday 
life. It shifts the focus from the head to the heart, 
from secular spirituality to the religious.   
 Her findings are that we are better and hap-
pier people when we are more spiritual. 
That may be true because when we are more spiri-
tual we are more like God, or more like God in-
tended us to be.  We are in better relationship with 
people around us and our environment. Spirituality 
is the yeast that enriches all our human experience.  
It is the deepest longing of my heart! 
  ~ Edgar Stoesz, Akron Mennonite

searching for a deeper spirituality  

“You will 

seek the 

Lord your 

God, and you 

will find him 

if you search 

for him with 

all your heart 

and soul.” 

Deuteronomy 4:29

Michelle Armster will be ending her role 
as associate pastor at Blossom Hill Mennonite 
Church effective the end of October 2013. Mi-
chelle accepted the interim director role of Men-
nonite Central Committee Central States which 
she will lead fulltime after moving to Kansas. 
Although a member for nearly 14 years at Blossom 
Hill, Michelle was installed as associate pastor of 
the Blossom Hill congregation in November 2011. 

Mim Book and Jim Lapp were installed as 
an intentional interim pastor couple on October 6, 
2013., at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church. Mim 
will serve 80% time while Jim will serve 20% em-
ployed time in their separate roles. Mim and Jim 

ACC leadership transitions
have many years of church experience with them, the 
most recent intentional interim assignment was with 
the Bethesda Mennonite Church in Henderson, 
Neb. Jim and Mim, both ordained with the Fran-
conia Mennonite Conference, make their home in 
Harleysville, Pa. 

Kathryn “Katy” Heinzel will be ordained 
for Christian ministry on Sunday, November 17, 
2013, at Community Mennonite Church where she 
is a member. Katy is employed as a hospice chaplain 
with Hospice and Community Care, Lancaster, Pa. 

Alan Miller (Kathy) was installed as inten-
tional interim pastor with the Neffsville Mennonite 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., on September 15, 2013. 
Starting the assignment on September 1, Alan 

(continued on page 6)
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Nickels for Neighbors, a missions project 
of the ACC Missions Committee, welcomes 
children and adults to gather funds for 
two projects this year: VBS materials for 
Great Joy Christian Fellowship, an ACC 
church plant in Bear, Del., and resources to 
underwrite the ministry of Exit Lancaster 
working with children and youth in 
Lancaster City. Ty Bair, one of the leaders 
of Exit Lancaster is a school teacher in 
Lancaster city and attends Grace Ubuntu 
Fellowship. Collection can labels (pictured 
above) can be downloaded at http://
atlanticcoastconference.net/resources-2/
bulletin-announcements. 

Circle of Grace is a safe-environment 
curriculum that helps to educate children 
and youth about the value of positive 
relationship with God and others. A 
generous donation has enabled Dove’s 
Nest to provide Mennonite Church USA 
congregations with a free copy of this child 
abuse prevention curriculum. Free copy at: 
www.dovesnest.net/mcusa

The 2014 ACC Quizzing material will 
be taken from the English Standard Version 
(ESV) of the Bible. It will cover parts of 
Exodus as follows: Exodus 1-20 (omitting 
6:14-24), Exodus 23:20-24:18, and Exodus 
31:12-34:35.

Learn Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
principles of nonviolence from a Palestinian 
Christian in this workshop introducing King’s 
philosophy and strategy of nonviolence to be 
held at the Akron (Pa.) Mennonite Church 
on November 16-17, 2013. Sponsored by 
www.1040forPeace.org, these sessions will be 
facilitated by Tarek Abuata of Washington, 
DC, a nonviolence trainer who is also 
Christian Peacemaker Teams’ Coordinator 
for Palestine. Take 5% off the $100 workshop 
fee payable to “Christian Peacemaker Teams” 
if mailed to registrar H.A. Penner, 108 South 

Fifth Street, Akron, PA  17501-1204 prior to 
October 15, 2013.  

Forest Hills Mennonite Church in 
Leola, Pa., is seeking a Senior Pastor (full-
time) to provide leadership to and participate 
in the Pastoral Leadership Team. Role includes 
providing spiritual oversight and direction 
to the life and mission of the congregation. 
Interested candidates should uphold Christ-
centered Anabaptist theology. Send cover 
letter and résumé to Forest Hills Mennonite 
Church, Attn; Search Committee, 100 Quarry 
Rd., Leola, PA 17540, or email to fhmc@for-
esthillschurch.org.

ACC seeks a Conference Coordinator for 
daily office management including data entry, 
clerical duties, and hospitality functions for 
20-30 hours per week (occasional evenings and 
weekends). High school diploma or equivalent 
and clerical experience required. Full job de-
scription and online application at www.atlan-
ticcoastconference.net/jobs/

news & 

notes

News, notes, and 
announcements 
may be sent to 

Currents editor,
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, 
PA 19543; or 
e-mailed to:
currents@ 

atlanticcoast
conference.net

and the Neffsville elders anticipate the assign-
ment will be 12-15 months in length. Alan is an 
ordained minister with the Church of the Brethren 
and recently completed a 16-year pastor with the 
Conestoga Church of the Brethren, Leola, Pa. Alan 
is a graduate of Eastern Mennonite University and 
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary.

Jane Hoober Peifer (Daryl) resigned as lead 
pastor at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church, Lancaster, 
Pa., effective September 8, 2013. Jane is completing 
spiritual direction training before considering another 
pastor placement. She has agreed to continue serving as 
chair of the ACC Ministerial Leadership Committee. 

Sandra Wiens (Bob) was approved for or-
dination for Christian ministry by the Ministerial 
Leadership Committee on August 27. Sandra lives 
in Guilford, Conn., where she serves as a chaplain 
and spiritual guide to women coming out of prison 
and living in transitional housing. Sandra is a 
member of the Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship 
in Manhattan, New York. A date for the ordination 
service is being decided.
      ~ Warren Tyson, Executive Conference Minister
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news

Frazer Mennonite 
(57 Maple Lin-

den Lane, Frazer, 
PA 19355)

 invites persons 
for worship on 

Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. to encounter 
God and experi-
ence community 

life.  Pastor Bren-
da Martin Hurst 
writes, “We are 

followers of Jesus 
Christ called to 

grow as a commu-
nity of grace, joy, 
and peace, so that  
God’s healing and 
hope flow through 
us to the world.”

                                   

On Sunday, August 4, 2013, representatives 
from both the Atlantic Coast Conference 
(ACC) and the Lancaster Mennonite Confer-
ence (LMC) joined the Frazer Mennonite con-
gregation for worship to officially acknowledge 
the congregation’s transfer from LMC to ACC.
 ACC Executive Conference Minister 
Warren Tyson warmly welcomed Frazer to 
ACC, saying “God, the Ultimate Potter, has 
been shaping Frazer for the last 103 years to be 
who they are today and Lancaster Conference 
has played a significant role in that shaping. We 
want to honor and thank Lancaster Conference 
for that care.” He continued, “We invite Frazer 
Mennonite Church to join other ACC congre-
gations as we strive to be Centered in Christ—
Building Connections—Sharing God’s Love.”

Gift of a Potters Bowl

 “We want to honor how God has been 
shaping the Frazer Mennonite Church through 
the gift of this beautiful bowl, representing 
hospitality, submission, baptism, and faith.”
 The bowl was presented by ACC Execu-
tive Committee Member Lisa White to Pastor 
Brenda Martin Hurst during the service. “We 
were truly surprised by ACC’s gift to us, Pastor 
Brenda said. “Unbeknownst to ACC, we have 
used the image of an empty, open bowl as a 
symbol throughout our discernment process of 
our openness and invitation for God to fill our 
empty bowl with God’s wisdom, direction and 
understanding. So, the gift of this beautiful pot-
tery bowl was especially meaningful to us. It has 
become a new symbol of our congregation open 
to God’s infilling of what we need in the future.”

Letter from LMC Moderator

 In a letter read by Dale Stoltzfus, a former 
pastor at Frazer, LMC Moderator Keith Weaver 
wrote (in part): “I am writing on behalf of LMC 
to thank you for the many years of partner-
ship in ministry we have enjoyed together. 
From your early beginnings as an outgrowth 
of the Groffdale District, your life and minis-
try as a congregation have been known as an 

experiment in grace. You have been a consistent 
example of what it means to be a missional 
church long before ‘missional church’ became a 
buzzword.”
 “I acknowledge and accept 
your decision—though with 
some sadness—to transfer your 
congregational affiliation to 
ACC . . . I pray that you will live 
into all of God’s purposes for 
you as a congregation and that 
you will accomplish the specific 
mission that God has for you.”
 Pastor Brenda said, “I was 
personally moved by the tone 
and spirit of Keith’s letter to us. 
It was honest, genuine, and 
supportive of Frazer.”

Conference Transfer Litany

 A large candle representing Christ was lit 
for the entire worship service and seven smaller 
candles were lit during the litany. 

• We light a candle of gratitude for LMC. We 
remember our journey together for 103 years.

• We light a candle acknowledging the pain of 
leaving LMC and our human failure to find 
a common path to the way of Jesus under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• We light a candle of blessing and prayer for 
LMC as they follow the leading of God’s Spirit.

• We light a candle of gratitude for ACC.

• We light a candle offering our hopes and our fears.

• We light a candle of blessing and prayer for 
ACC as they follow the leading of God’s Spirit.

• We light a candle of gratitude for our denomi-
nation, Mennonite Church, USA and we pray 
for unity through Jesus Christ to grow through-
out the church.

(continued on page 8)

Unity in diversity: Conference transfer of Frazer Mennonite



Emily Joy Bender born August 
23, 2013, dau. of Reuben and 
Rachel Lusby Bender (Maple Grove 
Mennonite).

Kenneth Grant Good born June 5, 
2013, son of Matt and Kellie Good 
(Holly Grove Mennonite).

Oakley Joseph Larson born 
September 5, 2013, son of Keary and 
Kate Larson (Forest Hills Mennonite).

Jaxon Ray Lapp born August 16, son 
of Dustin and Kristin Lapp (Forest 
Hills Mennonite).

Carter Bailey Martin born July 
11, son of Joel and Natalie Martin 
(Neffsville Mennonite).

Athena Rain Myers born September 
7, dau. of Mindy Cameron and Matt 
Myers (Akron Mennonite).

Marriages

Ryan Bostdorf (Conestoga 
Mennonite) married Laurell Stoltzfus 
(Conestoga Mennonite) on
September 21, 2013.

Matthew Landis (Neffsville 
Mennonite) married Cristina 
Yesberger on June 2, 2013.

Heidi Long (Forest Hills Mennonite) 
married Caleb Jablonski on July 12, 
2013.

 

deaths

Paul Hershey, 83 (Ridgeview 
Mennonite) died August 6, 2013, 
husband of Reba Smoker Hershey. 
Paul was a charter member of 
Ridgeview.

Ruth B. Hess, 92 (Akron 
Mennonite) died August 11, 2013, 
wife of David Hess. Ruth was a 
charter member of Akron.

Elton Horning, 82 (Conestoga 
Mennonite) died September 21, 
2013, wife of the late Linda
Petersheim.

Margaret L. Kauffman, 91 
(Maple Grove Mennonite) died 
September 14, 2013, wife of Harvey 
J. Kauffman.

Elmer A. Mast, 92 (Maple Grove 
Mennonite) died August 21, 2013, 
husband of Barbara Stoltzfus Mast.

Horace M. Mast, 88 (Conestoga 
Mennonite) died August 26, 2013, 
husband of Bertha Martin Mast.

Ruth Stauffer, 92 (Conestoga 
Mennonite) died August 8, 2013, 
widow of the late A. Richard Stauffer.

Births

events, births, 

marriages, and 

deaths 

from your 

congregation 

may be sent to the 

address 

on the left column.

ACC Currents accepts advertising from 
ACC members and Anabaptist-related 
organizations at these rates:
 2”x2” size = $50.00
 3”x3” size = $75.00
 4”x4” size = $100.00
Camera-ready artwork should be sent to 
mast@masthof.com along with your name 
and address so that an invoice can be mailed.

Silent

Self-Guided 
Silent Prayer Retreat

Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike

Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 717-529-3232

www.blackrockretreat.com

Oct.18-20, 2013
Dec. 2&3, 2013
Jan. 17-19, 2014

ConneCtions

Forward 
births, marriages, 

and deaths to:

Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road

Morgantown, PA 
19543

currents@atlantic
coastconference.net
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Unity in Diversity—
Frazer Mennonite
(continued from page 7)

 Bishop Lloyd Hoover, 
a LMC Bishop to Frazer 
for the last eight years, 
read Romans 12:1-2. Merv 
Stoltzfus, ACC Confer-
ence Minster for Youth, led 
in a congregational prayer 
“. . . Gracious God, you 
have called us to be faith-
ful in witness and service. 
May we bring healing and 
hope to all whom we meet. 
Through your spirit, guide 
us that we might bring 
glory to your name.”
 Afterwards, Pastor 
Brenda said, “I felt warmly 
received by Warren and 
Merv’s words.  I was grate-
ful for the congregation to 
hear this gracious welcome 
and inclusion of Frazer 
directly now rather than 
communicated through 
Frazer leaders.”
  ~ Barbara Souder
  Frazer Mennonite 



“For thus says the Lord GOD, the Holy One of 
Israel: ‘In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.’”
Isaiah 30: 15

Pastor’s Wife: “I have four small children 
and I took a two-hour nap this afternoon.  It 
was a great day.”

Pastor:  “For me going to camp is like having an 
appointment with God.  It is quiet and I know 
I am going to take a walk and hear a word from 
God.”

Pastor: “Ken, do you have a room for me today?  
My wife and I just need to get out of the city.”

 In the 1950s and 1960s, young rural 
Mennonite missionaries were called to a life 
of urban living in New York City.  In Jeremiah 
29, God tells His people to, “Build houses and 
settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. . . .  Also, seek the peace and prosper-
ity of the city to which I have carried you into 
exile.”  

 Those early New York City Mennonites 
knew that urban living was a good thing, but 
they also knew that in order to survive the city 
over the long haul, people would need a place to 
get out and rest.  A place to teach their children 
the truths of Scripture.  A place for young men 
to learn how to be fathers.  A place to experience 
the wonder and awe of the night sky.  A place for 
families to have fun.   
 They asked for help from their brothers and 
sisters in Pennsylvania (in many cases 
literally from their brothers and sisters).   They 
said, “We have a vision for a camp.  Do you think 
it is a good idea? Will you help 
us?”  Those families reached out 
to their church families and for 
more than 40 years, there has 
been a partnership between the 
rural churches of Lancaster, 
Berks, and Franklin County 
and the urban churches of New 
York City.
 The mission of bringing 
children, youth, and families 
out of the city is still as 
important as it has ever been.  
Children still need to experience the adventure 
of catching a frog.  Young men and women still 
need to learn leadership skills and character.  
Pastors still need to be renewed.  Grandmothers 
still need to sit in the shade, and we all need to 
stop and hear from God.
 
The above was taken from a presentation given by 
Ken Bontrager at Akron Mennonite on June 30, 
2013.

An Appointment with god at Camp!  

Camp

Deerpark

200 Brandt Rd.
P.O. Box 394

Westbrookville
NY 12785

845-754-8669

info@camp
deerpark.org

www.
campdeerpark.

org

ConFerenCe

relAted

MinistrY
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ACC students at LMH recently participated in environ-
mental improvements to Mill Creek, which runs through 
the Lancaster Campus. Pictured (left to right): Maya 
Dula, Janell Preheim, Erin Kauffman, Cierra King, Ash-
ley Lynch, Devin Goff, Adam Harnish, and Cody Hurst.

ACC Youth 

   embrace lMH   
Based on recent data from the 
Mennonite Education Agency, 40% of 
Atlantic Coast Conference high school 
students in Lancaster County currently 
attend Lancaster Mennonite High School. 
This percentage has increased each year 
from 27% in 2006.
 Community Mennonite Church is 
sending the most ACC students to 
Lancaster Mennonite School in grades 
PreK-12, followed by Neffsville, For-
est Hills, and Blossom Hill. Some of the 
smaller congregations in the conference 
have higher percentages of their students at 
LMS.
 “The growth in the percentage of ACC 
students attending our high school is grati-
fying and shows family, church, and school 
partnering together to pass on a vital 
Christian faith,” commented LMS 
Superintendent J. Richard Thomas, a mem-
ber of the Ridgeview congregation.
 John Denlinger, LMS’s new Director 
of Church Relations who is also a member 
of an ACC congregation, responded to the 
news by saying, “I truly believe that together 
we, as families, congregations, and LMS, can 
make a difference by discerning and joining 
God at work on our campuses and around 
the world. LMS is a missional center right 
here in Lancaster County.”

 Janelle Thomas, a member of Blossom 
Hill who teaches middle school science on the 
Lancaster Campus, said, “I see any increasing 
interest in LMS as evidence of the vitality and 
forward-thinking mission of our school.”
 Thomas said that he celebrates the grow-
ing partnership between ACC congregations 
and Lancaster Mennonite School in Christian 
formation and academic excellence. “At LMS 
our ACC students find a place to belong, to 
develop lifelong friends and to prepare for 
purposeful living.”  
           ~ Gary Hiller, LMS Director of 
           Marketing and Communications

ACC students have the opportunity 
to interact with students from 18 
different countries on the Lancaster 
Campus. Students from around the 
world study Bible with Instructor 
J.W. Sprunger of Akron Mennonite.

ConFerenCe

relAted

Ministries

Lancaster

Mennonite

High

School

2176 Lincoln 
Highway East
Lancaster, PA 

17602

717-299-0436

www.lancaster
mennonite.org
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Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat Facilities for use by 
churches and other Christian 
organizations, a Summer Camp 
program for youth, an Outdoor 
Education program for Public & 
Christian schools, a Challenge 
Ropes Course, Road Scholar 
programs for seniors.

Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City 
Mennonite churches, founded in 
1969. Mission is to empower youth 
to serve Christ in the city. Summer 
children’s camps. 

Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.ca2mphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this 
camping and retreat ministry offers a 
variety of overnight camps and year-
round events for all ages where people 
connect with God, nature, 
and each other. 

Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org

Eastern Mennonite 
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports more 
than 200 workers in 40 countries, 
focusing particularly where the 
church is weak or nonexistent.

Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road

Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466
Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental 
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship 
offers residential services, training 
in daily living skills, and social 
services.

Garden Spot Village
433 S. Kinzer Ave., 
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org 
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, 
Apartments, Assisted Living, 
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing 
Households, Adult Day Services, 
Garden Spot Village At Home, 
Center for Health. 

Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent settlement 
of Mennonites in America called 
“The Gateway of American 
Mennonitism,” through which 
most North American Mennonites 
have symbolically passed.
 
Harmonies Music Ministry 
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new 
Christian music resources for the 
church worldwide through
performance, resource development, 
leadership training, and product 
creation.

Kairos: School of 
Spiritual Formation 
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-669-2957 
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org 
Provides programs in spiritual 
formation and spiritual direction 
from September to May in 
weekend retreats. Other 
opportunities include day 
retreats and experiential prayer 
sessions in congregational 
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751 
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org 
Educates, inspires, and 
promotes the history, beliefs, and 
lifestyle of the Mennonite expression 
of the Anabaptist tradition. Offers 
educational programs and a library/
archives, bookstore, and museum.

Lancaster Area Council of
Mennonite Schools (LACMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Geographical organization of 
elementary and secondary schools 
whose adminstrators work to 
strengthen the Mennonite expression 
of Christian faith in the schools and 
who meet regularly to inspire and 
resource one another.

Lancaster Mennonite School 
(LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at: 
 • Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
 • Lancaster Campus, 6-12
 • Locust Grove Campus, PreK-8
 • New Danville Campus, PreK-5

Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
 717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families 
by honoring and enriching them in a 
Christ-like community. Residential 
living, assisted living, healthcare, 
rehab, adult day care services, special 
care for persons with memory loss, at-
home care, and child day care.

Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
John@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in 
retreat services and innovative 
programming.

Mennonite Home 
Communities 
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org 
A continuing care retirement 
community (CCRC) providing 
care to senior adults with a 
tradition of care spaning 100 years. 
Services include cottage and 
apartment residences, assisted liv-
ing, health care, and rehabilitative 
therapies.

No Longer Alone 
Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
Fax: 717-390-4894
blong@nlam.org
www.nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries 
provides supportive, caring services 
for individuals and families 
experiencing significant mental 
illness, as an expression of 
Christ’s love.

Philadelphia Mennonite 
High School
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://pmhsonline.org
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12 
interested in pursuring college.

Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North 
Baltimore Mennonite Church that 
includes a Mennonite Voluntary 
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing 
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well 
as housing for residents committed to 
the mission of RHHP.

Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
jswartz@telhai.org
www.telhai.org 
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited, 
nonprofit provider of services for 
senior adults. For over 50 years, they 
have provided health care, housing, 
and services to enhance residents’ 
quality of life in cottage and apartment 
residences, personal care, Adult Day 
Services, health care, and rehabilitative 
therapies.

ACC Conference related Ministries . . . 

  Currents    11



  12   Currents

MADONNA L. TALBERT, MD 
came to Lancaster County in 
1984 and became the �rst 
women obstetrician and gy-
necologist in the county.  A 
graduate of Ball State Univer-
sity and University of Chicago 
Pritzker School of Medicine, 
Dr. Talbert brings a wealth of 
education and experience to 
her medical calling.
 She has been a member 
of the Lancaster Church of the 
Nazarene since 1984.  She has 
been married to her husband 
Charley for 41 years .  They 
have two children, Meredith 
and Peter, both graduates of 
Lancaster Mennonite School.  
 Dr. Talbert has lectured 
on topics ranging from the 
Biblical approach to puberty 
and female development, 
abortion and its consequenc-
es, prevention of female can-
cers, and perimenopause to 
menopause.

Sponsored by 
Atlantic Coast Conference—Mennonite Women

Fall Women’s Dinner
Self Perspective

As We Navigate Seasons of Life

O�ering Project
The Worm Project

(A Ministry of Franconia 
Mennonite Conference)

Bring a 
friend and 
widen our 

fellowship!

Atlantic Coast Conference 

October 25, 2013
Ridgeview Mennonite Church

3723 Ridge Road
Gordonville, PA

6:00pm—Appetizers
6:30pm—Dinner

$15 per person
RSVP to Ruth Ann Martin
phone: 717-656-8028 or 

e-mail: razmartin@frontiernet.net
or on-line at www.atlanticcoastconference.net

Mennonite
Church
USA

Registration Deadline Oct. 15, 2013

ACC
in

New
York
City

Four of the seven ACC 
pastors in New York 
City were together with 
Oversight Minister San-
dra Perez at the dedica-
tion and evening service 
of The Bowery Mission 
where Jason Storbak-
ken serves as pastor and 
chaplain. Jason and 
Vonetta’s son, Elgin (age 
3), was dedicated as part 
of the serivce with Kenn 
Thompson preaching the 
message. ACC pastors 
present included Over-
sight Minister Sandra 
Perez, Pastor Salomon 
Arias, and Pastor Sylvia 
Shirk, along with  Pastor 
Jason Storbakken.

Atlantic Coast Conference

Fall Men’s Dinner
What is a Man?

by Merv Stoltzfus

October 25, 2013

Ridgeview Mennonite Church
3723 Ridge Road
Gordonville, PA

6:30 p.m. - Dinner

There is no cost, 
but an offering for 
Mennonite Men’s 

ministry will 
be recieved.

    Merv lives in Smoketown 
    Pa., with his wife Jan.
     They have one married
     daughter and a grandson.  
    Merv serves in minis-
try with the Atlantic Coast Conference as a Conference 
Minister. His responsibilities include congregational and 
youth ministries…equipping, encouraging and mentoring 
ministries. He desires to see pastors and lay leaders be suc-
cessful in their ministry responsibilities, and encourages 
healthy practices for leadership teams so that they might lead                              
effectively. Developing the gifts of all persons is a ministry 
priority. He has enjoyed opportunities to volunteer with 
Mennonite Church USA serving on Convention Planning 
Committee’s, and on the Youth Leadership Team (YMLT), 
which gives denominational leadership to youth ministry. 
Merv is energized by the joy he has experienced through 
the last 36 years encouraging youth to choose Faith and 
live life! He is passionate about passing on faith to youth 
and others through a wide spectrum of ministries. In his spare 
time, Merv enjoys woodworking, classic vehicles, the beach,   
but time with his eight year-old grandson is a priority!  


