
 Zion 1 Quiz Team quizzing at the ACC Tournament on March 16, 2014. Credit: Dale D. Gehman, Lancaster, Pa.

4 Argentina church plant

6 ACC’s Spring Assembly 
Celebration 2014 will be 
held Saturday, April 26, 
at the North Baltimore 
Mennonite Church, 
Baltimore, Maryland.  
Register at the ACC website 
or call the conference office                        
at 717-394-8107. 

H i g H l i g H t s

April - June 2014

Above: Ridgeview Mennonite   
Quiz Team at the ACC 
Tournament. Credit: Dale D. 
Gehman, Lancaster, Pa. For a Bible quizzer, the end-of-season 

invitational tournament is like the World 
Series of Quizzing, says coordinator Fred 
Hertzler of Lancaster, Pa. He and his wife, 
Chris have been involved with the Scripture 
memorization competition for junior high 
and high schoolers for 20 years. In the last 
few years, interest has 
grown steadily, especially 
in Pennsylvania.
 “It seems to 
be the thing to do,” 
Fred Hertzler said. 
About 350 student 
quizzers demonstrated 
their memorization of Exodus at the final 
invitational in Pa. on March 21-23, 2014. That 
is 77 teams—48 from the Lancaster area.
 In 1974, when Don Yoder (then Ohio 
Conference Youth Minister) first had the 
idea for an invitational, there were 12 
teams. Teams now quiz in Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, in addition to Ohio. The 

Forty Years of Bible Quizzing

annual tournament at the end of the quiz 
season rotates between northwest Ohio, 
central Ohio, and Pennsylvania.   
 At invitationals, teams play a double-
elimination tournament. A loss sends a 
team to the Lazarus bracket, where it can 
“come back from the dead.” The excitement 

and competition plus the 
socialization that takes 
place is a plus to studying 
the Bible.
 Fred was a quizzer 
as a teen, and all four 
of his children have 
quizzed.  “It was a 

positive role model for them,” he said. But 
their youngest is a junior in high school, 
and he thinks other things will start to take 
precedent.
 “It will always have a special place in 
our hearts,” Fred said.  “The first objective 
is studying God’s word,” he continued.  

(continued on page 3)

Who?  Moses
What?  Staff
Where?  Egypt
When? Early in the morn.
How many?  six
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i Believe in Miracles

So I am a few months into my role as ACC 
Moderator, and am slowly learning about 
the many “well kept secrets” of ACC. ACC is 
blessed with very gifted pastors and leaders 
who give freely of themselves to the mission 
and ministry of their congregations. I have 
had the privilege and honor of meeting with 
pastors and congregations and I hope to meet 
with more as I continue in my role.
 BUILDING CONNECITONS is 
part of our mission statement and I believe 
that as we continue to build connections 
with God, with each other, and with our 
neighbors across the street and around the 
world, we continue to bring about God’s 
kingdom here on earth. ACC is an association 
of 36 congregations located in Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, New York, and 
Massachusetts. 
 ACC is part of Mennonite Church USA 
which is made up of 21 conferences in the 
U.S. Other conferences in Pennsylvania are 
Franconia (Harleysville/Franconia area), 
Eastern District (Harleysville/Franconia 
area), Lancaster, Franklin (Chambersburg 
area), and Allegheny (western Pa.) The 
conferences in Pennsylvania are structured 
similarly with conference moderators, 
conference ministers (bishops) and executive 
committees. We are loosely connected 
and collaborate to plan certain resourcing 
events, but for the most part each conference 
works fairly independently. There are two 
documents, The Confession of Faith, and 
Polity Manual, that we embrace as a common 
understanding and practice. 
 By the time that this Currents is printed, 
I will have attended, with Warren Tyson and 
Jane Hoober Peifer, my first Constituency 
Leaders Council (CLC) gathering on 
March 20-22 at Bethel College in North 
Newton, Kansas, where Ervin Stutzman, 
Executive Director of MC USA and the 

Executive Committee of MC USA and all the 
conference ministers and conference moderators 
meet together. We will spend much of our time 
worshiping together, sharing in Bible Study and 
addressing the sexual minority/same gender 
relationship question that is facing the Mennonite 
church as well as other denominations. The 
Confession of Faith and the Polity Manual will serve 
as a guide to our discussions.
 As you know, we in ACC are having 
similar discussions about this issue. We bring 
different perspectives to this discussion and 
we are at different places in how we practice 
or live with this in our churches. I hope and 
believe that we are engaging in a process with 
the Facilitation Team (see page 7) that will help 
us find common places to stand together and 
acknowledge other places where we will stand 
at different places. 
 As Conference Moderator, I believe and 
pray that we can find a way through this 
that will invite and welcome all of us to stay 
connected to each other. I believe strongly that 
we all need each other to be the best possible 
conference that God is calling us to be for such 
a time as this. We need the differing voices and 
thoughts to keep us in tension and balance as 
the body of Christ that can minister to all of 
God’s people in our families, workplaces, and 
neighborhoods across the street and around 
the world. If we all looked or believed exactly 
the same, we would not be able to learn from 
and share with the wide diversity of people that 
God has created and is calling us to be part of 
as the Body of Christ.
 This Lenten season, we are reminded that 
we are each created from dust and that to dust 
we shall return. With those known shared and 
common beginnings and endings, we are invited 
by God to journey together in this “messy 
muddy middle” with all of our humanity and 
divinity. It is my hope and prayer that ACC 
can model and embark on a journey of “another 
way” where we embrace God and in honor 
prefer one another and join our hands, hearts 
and heads as we find our way. I believe that we 
can continue to make a difference in the world 
by being the face of God, by being the right 
person and doing the right thing for such a time 
as this. I believe in Miracles.

 - John Denlinger, ACC Moderator, is a member of             
 Ridgeview Mennonite Church, and is Advancement             
 Associate at Lancaster Mennonite School.
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ACC

QUiZZiNg

40 Years of Bible Quizzing 
(continued from page 1)

“We try to make it fun and exciting, and 
we throw competition in there.” He said 
teams in Lancaster are motivated for 
differing reasons: the social atmosphere, the 
competition, or because they are good at 
memorization.  
 “There is a segment of teens out there 
who are more studious, so it gives them an 
avenue to excel.” The Hertzlers’ best memories 
came from watching high schoolers gain 
confidence.
 “They are shy, timid, and you see them 
develop and mature both spiritually and 
emotionally in front of people,” Fred Hertzler said.
   ~ excerpts reprinted from Kelli Yoder’s  
      article in the March 17, 2014, 
         Mennonite World Review
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  The Finance Committee is in the midst of working on a budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year of July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015. There are two main reasons why we go through 
this annual ritual of preparing a budget: 
   1.  To project the income we can anticipate from the various supporters   
              of ACC, and then to determine how best to use these financial resources   
             to promote the work of the conference
   2.  To monitor the income and expenses throughout the year.
  In today’s environment of limited resources, preparing a budget requires us to 
take a hard look at how we use the financial resources we are entrusted with and how 
the money we spend contributes to the vision of ACC, that being to sharing God’s love 
and to building connections among the various congregations and organizations that 
comprise the Atlantic Coast Conference. Our goal at all times is to be faithful stewards 
of the resources God has given to us.  
  We hope to present the final budget for approval at the Spring Assembly at North 
Baltimore Church on April 26.      - Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer, Forest Hills Mennonite
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god at Work 

in Argentina

From February 13-25, four members 
of ACC churches traveled to Argentina 
to visit the people of the churches in the 
VEMZO partnership—Visión Evangelística 
y Misionera de la Zona Oeste (Evangelistic 
Missionary Vision for the Western Zone). 
This was not a work project trip, but instead 
a relational exchange where Americans 
go south and Argentines come north in 
alternating years in order to build friendships, 
encourage one another, and learn from each 
other’s ways of doing church.
 For most of the visit, the travelers were 
split in two groups in order to see more 
churches. Even though only three ACC 
churches partner in this exchange, there are 
more than ten VEMZO churches. 
 Mick Sommers, pastor of Ridgeview 
Mennonite, and Michelle Gehman, a youth 
from Ridgeview Mennonite, spent most of 
their time in the towns of General Villegas, 
Trenque Lauquen, and Pehaujo. 
 Mick preached eleven different sermons 
over eleven different days, although he said 
he would rather have spent more time living 

with Pastor Raul Garcia and his 
wife Anita, observing how Pastor 
Garcia cares for the people of his 
church and its sister church. 
 Michelle thoroughly enjoyed 
visiting the various youth groups, 
especially the group at General 
Villegas with whom she celebrated 
her 16th birthday, and made 
many new friends whom she was 
reluctant to leave and is eager to 
see again.
 Jonathan Landis of Neffsville 

Mennonite and Bob Martin of Ridgeview 
Mennonite spent the first three days in the 
town of Tres Lomas, the next three in General 
Villegas, and the rest of the trip traveling 
to various VEMZO churches with Amer 
Oyanguren and his wife Yolanda Matellan. 
 This was Bob’s fourth visit to the 
VEMZO churches and the people 
enthusiastically greeted him wherever he 
went, asking about his new wife and filling in 
details from when they last met. 

 Jonathan especially enjoyed visiting with 
the church plant in Villa Mercedes led by a pair 
of enthusiastic young pastors—Ramon Godoy 
(and his wife Mariana Romero) and Javier 
Miguel (and his wife Silvia Romero)—who are 
successfully impacting the young men of their 
community through their considerable efforts 
of evangelism and discipleship. Many people—
especially young men—have come to faith and 
joined the church there. 
 And then there 
was the great bear 
of a man named 
Amer who lives in 
the town of General 
Villegas. He may be 
of average height, 
but for the first 
few days I knew 
him, the force 
of his frame and 
personality had 
me convinced he 
was a giant. His 
laugh comes loud and often. His manner, at first, 
seemed to me swaggering and overly familiar, as 
if I were a prospective son-in-law whose mettle 
he wished to test. Then I went to church with 
him—his church where he pastors—and this 
imposing figure melted before my eyes into the 
gentlest, most attentive pastor I think I have 
ever seen. A teenage girl with Down Syndrome 
rushed up to him crying, “Tio, Tio, Tio!”—tio 
means uncle—and snuggled right into him 
after the obligatory kiss-on-the-cheek greeting. 
She clearly loved him and it was easy to see 
why: he looked at her so tenderly that she 
might have been mistaken for his own beloved 

(continued on page 5)

Four who traveled to Argentina (left to right): 
Mick Sommers, Michelle Gehman, Jonathan 
Landis, and Bob Martin. 

sHARiNg
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ARgENtiNA

The church plant 
at Villa Mercedes 

with the two young 
pastors providing 
leadership:  Javier 
Miguel is playing 

the guitar and 
Ramon Godoy

 is standing 
beside him. 

Bob and 
Jonathan

were invited to  
a wedding!
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god at work in Argentina  (continued from page 4) 

daughter as he almost whispered the everyday 
questions of how she was doing and if she was 
hungry. And he was not just this way with her. 
The whole church was made up of quiet, simple, 
gentle farm folk who would have been socially 
steamrolled under the natural liveliness of this 
man, yet instead here he was doting on each 
of his 30+ parishioners in turn. I thought to 
myself, “This is how I imagine Jesus—when He 
is with the little children, when he’s teaching that 
the meek shall inherit the earth, or raising the 
woman caught in adultery—this is gentle love 
personified!” I lived with the man for a week, so 
I am under no messianic delusion, but in that 
moment, I felt like I was looking through 
a window into the Kingdom of Heaven.    
      ~ Jonathan Landis, Neffsville Mennonite

Randall M. Justice

This article 
originally 

appeared on the 
March 17, 2014,  

TMail—
a free, weekly 

e-zine from The 
Mennonite—
at http://www.
themennonite.

org/issues/17-3/
articles/Prayer_
before_engag-

ing_the_LGBT_
issue 

Jeff McLain (Katie), church planter, 
pastor of The Community Haus, 
Lancaster, license toward ordination 
credential released to the care of 
Lancaster Mennonite Conference since 
Jeff accepted the associate pastor role 
at East Petersburg (Pa.) Mennonite 
Church. Accountability for leadership 
of The Community Haus also shifted to 
Lancaster Mennonite Conference.
               ~ Warren Tyson, 
     Executive Conference Minister

ACC leadership transition
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Prayer Works!

I recently received an invitation to 
breakfast via voicemail from a woman a 
good bit older than I from our church. 
She made it clear in her voicemail and 
again in my return call that she wanted to 
talk about the LGBT issue and she had 
concerns about my position. 
 To be candid, I did not want to go to 
breakfast. There is so little time in this stage 
of my professional life, and frankly, I was 
not sure what we could possibly say to 
one another since we already knew one 
another’s position on the issue. 
 That said, this woman who I generally 
think a great deal of is part of my church 
family. So, begrudgingly, I agreed to meet.
 The first few minutes of our breakfast 
were exactly as I feared they would be, with 
lots of stopping and starting and small talk.
 After enough well-intended but awk-
ward overtures from each of us, I asked if we 
might pray. She readily accepted and seemed 
relieved. I prayed aloud, inviting God into 
our space and submitted our time and 
discourse to Him. I confessed we did not 

know what to say or how to say it, but 
asked for hearts to hear one another.
  I should not be surprised that prayer 
changed the general tenor of our discourse, 
but it did, and I was. Without anyone really 
taking the lead in the conversation, we were 
both able to admit we were not sure we 
had all the answers but were afraid for our 
church, and afraid of pain and loss. 
 This allowed us then to talk about 
what else we had in common: love of Jesus, 
love of our church, uncertainty around this 
issue, a desire to be loving, a desire to be 
faithful, a fear of a splintering church.  
 We talked so much about what we 
shared in common that it then created 
space for us to explain how we each came 
to our respective positions on “welcoming.” 
Neither tried to convince the other, but in-
stead we acknowledged we were not certain 
if we had right or complete answers.
 At the end of the meal and the conversa-
tion, we thanked each other for speaking with 
such honesty. We hugged, and with tears in 
her eyes, she said we were now friends.
 We agreed to meet again and to keep 
praying for our church and one another.
 ~ Randall Justice, Akron Mennonite



The Great Whitewater Connection
is an affordable adventure-filled trip for 
senior high youth! This fun weekend of 
whitewater rafting, fellowship, and spiritual 
growth is scheduled for July 11-13, 2014, 
at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center, 
941 Laurelville Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 
15666, or call 724-423-2056.

Rachel Smucker of Akron Mennonite 
Church is participating in a Goshen College 
Study-Service Term (SST) in Tanzania this 
semester. A junior Public Relations major, 
she is spending 13 weeks studying, serving, 
and living with host families in Tanzania.
Web updates and photos from the group 
are available from Goshen College’s SST 
website at www.goshen.edu/sst.

Blossom Hill Mennonite will host the 
2014 ACC Annual Leadership Day and Fall 
Assembly on October 24-25, 2014. Watch for 
more information in the July 2014 Currents.

New Book: Living Thoughtfully, Dying 
Well: A Doctor Tells How to Make Death a 
Natural Part of Life leads our thoughts as we 
grow older to wonder about death. Author, 
Dr. Glen E. Miller, compassionately provides 
rich guidance to aging persons to live more 
fully and to proactively plan for a good death.
It is available from Herald Press for $12.99.

Camp Deerpark needs a Construction 
Supervisor to provide leadership to 
construct a Children’s Camp Village, 
which when completed will consist of eight 
cabins, a program center, pump house, 
barn renovations, and play fields. Because 
of the scope of this project, a three-year 
commitment is required.  Camp Deerpark is 
owned and operated by the New York City 
Mennonite Churches and offers people of all 
ages, races, and backgrounds the opportunity 
to enjoy Christian camping at an affordable 
price.

Mennonite World Conference is still 
looking for hosts for approximately 400 
more assembly attendees for the July 2015 
gathering in Harrisburg. This will meet our 
goal of 1000 guestrooms in private homes. 
You can find full information, as well as 

the online application form, at www.mwc-
ccm.org or by emailing Lyndell Thiessen at 
mwchomestays@gmail.com. Please consider 
being a part of this amazing opportunity in our 
Anabaptist family! 

ACC’s 
Spring 
Assembly 
Celebration 
2014 with 
the theme of 
“God in Clay 
Jars: One 
People with 
Integrity” 

based on 2 Cor. 4:6-7, will be held Saturday, 
April 26, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the 
North Baltimore Mennonite Church, 4615 
Roland Avenue, Baltimore, MD.  Register at 
the ACC website or call the conference office 
at (717) 394-8107. 
  A chartered bus will leave the Neffsville 
Mennonite Church parking lot at 7:15 a.m. If 
you use the online registration for the assembly, 
you will be directed to a separate bus registration 
link to complete your reservation for the bus 
travel. If calling the office to register, please let the 
staff know if you also wish to ride the bus. 
 Youth delegates are encouraged to 
attend this Spring’s Assembly! Every ACC 
congregation is entitled to send one youth 
delegate in addition to their other delegates. 
This year, to encourage youth, the ACC 
Youth Committee plans to provide a special 
table at lunch where youth delegates will 
have the opportunity to engage in fellowship.” 
Read more from Andrew Chalfoun (North 
Baltimore Youth Delegate) at http://www.
atlanticcoastconference.net/youth.

The International Guest House in 
Washington, D.C. needs volunteer staff 
(one month to one year) for the ministry of 
hospitality.  The guest house provides a “home 
away from home” for international and U.S. 
travelers. Duties include baking, cleaning, 
laundry, maintenance, hosting breakfast and
tea, and welcoming guests; sightseeing in free 
time. Contact: International Guest House at 
igh-dc@juno.com or 202-726-5808.

NEWs & 

NotEs

Rachel Smucker 
with her host 

mother in 
Tanzania. 

Credit: Christine 
Kennel, Goshen College. 

News, notes, and 
announcements 
may be sent to 

Currents editor,
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, 
PA 19543; or 
e-mailed to:
currents@ 

atlanticcoast
conference.net
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ACC

to

 REFlECt

“Let us there-

fore no longer 

pass judgment 

on one another, 

but resolve 

instead never 

to put a 

stumbling

block or 

hindrance in 

the way of 

another. 

Let us then 

pursue what 

makes for peace 

and for mutual 

edification.”

~ Paul in 
Romans 14:13

 “The strong participation, even on a snowy 
day, showed that we are invested in and care for 
each other.”
 “I appreciated the opportunity to be together 
and to share and listen to one another.” 
 “I think the chance to meet in small groups 
with people on all sides of the issue was important   
. . . exploring the questions of Scripture was 
important work for this group.”

 These comments  highlight some of the 
thoughts from The ACC credentialed leaders 
who gathered at Neffsville Mennonite’s Journey 
House on February 18, 2014. The pastors, 
chaplains, and other credentialed leaders had
gathered for a morning of prayer and time to re-
flect on how our identity, our theology, and our 
polity (or conference structure) should shape 
our response to questions of human sexuality.
 As we gathered, we recognized that our 
earnest desire to follow Jesus, our commitment 
to Scripture as authoritative, and our unique 
Anabaptist identity, all bind us together. We 
celebrate this unity while also recognizing that 
each congregation has a unique calling—and 
these callings may create differences of under-
standing and practice. 
 Participants of the day had opportunity to 
speak to one another, to reflect on how we inter-
pret and apply Scripture, and to practice the art 
of listening while hearing stories of two personal 
journeys from differing perspectives. Leaders 
were invited to the table of the Lord’s Supper 
together, recognizing our common commitment 
to Jesus Christ as Lord. 
 The gathering was planned by the ACC 
Facilitation Team, a group whose work grew 
out of the desire for continued discernment and 
dialogue expressed by delegates during Spring 
Assembly 2013. 
 The Facilitation Team has been asked to 
gather ACC leaders, delegates, and church mem-
bers together for reflection in three key areas:

 •	 Scripture—How do we read, understand, 
and apply scripture to questions of human sexuality? 

How do we live together under Biblical authority?
	 •	 Stories—What personal or congregational 
stories have shaped our understanding of faith and 
human sexuality?
	 •	 Structure—How do we relate together as 
an affiliation of churches? What is the significance of 
interpreting scripture together as a community?

 At ACC’s Spring Assembly (April 26 
at North Baltimore Mennonite Church), the 
Facilitation Team will structure conversation 
for delegates to engage in discernment through 
exploring Scripture, listening carefully to each 
other, and seeking to understand what the Holy 
Spirit is saying to our churches. 
 If you are a congregational delegate, we 
encourage you to participate in these conversa-
tions. If you are not a delegate, but would like to 
share your perspective, concerns, affirmations, or 
even raise questions about this process, you can 
contact Jon Carlson or Julie Dunst, Facilitation 
Team co-chairs. 
 As the team has met together, Romans 14 
has become a guiding text for our work: “Let 
us therefore no longer pass judgment on one 
another,” Paul writes, “but resolve instead never 
to put a stumbling-block or hindrance in the 
way of another.” He goes on to say, “Let us then 
pursue what makes for peace and for mutual 
edification.”
 Please pray for our Conference, our church-
es, and for 
the Facilita-
tion Team, as 
we together 
pursue that 
which makes 
for peace and 
for mutual 
edification.         
~Jon Carlson, 
Oley Menno-
nite, and Julie 
Dunst, Zion 
Mennonite

How do we “pursue what makes for peace 

and for mutual edification?”

Round-table discussion at a recent 
ACC Faciliation Team meeting.



Adalyn Elizabeth Carlson was born 
January 21, 2014, dau. of Jon and Lyn 
Carlson (Oley Mennonite).

Dain Caleb Null was born January 
12, 2014, son of Latta and Tara Null 
(Maple Grove Mennonite).

Autumn Cadence Schlosser was born 
December 14, 2013, dau. of Mark and 
Sara Schlosser (Zion Mennonite).

Marriages

Logan Ressler (Community 
Mennonite of Lancaster) married 
Madelynn Biehl (Community 
Mennonite of Lancaster) on January 
4, 2014.

Steve Stoltzfus (Ridgeview 
Mennonite) married Lizzy Lantz 
(Ridgeview Mennonite) on
January 11, 2014.

 

Deaths

David M. Hess, 95 (Akron 
Mennonite) died December 27, 
2013, husband of the late Ruth B. 
Hess. He was the son of David and 
Lydia (Buckwalter) Hess.

Paul J. King, 78 (Maple Grove 
Mennonite) died February 10, 2014, 
husband of Dorothy J. (Zook) King. 
He was the son of the late Valentine 
S. “Boots” & Naomi Yoder King.

Deborah H. Watterson Schrock, 
69 (Ridgeview Mennonite), died 

February 18, 2014, wife of Homer 
E. Schrock. She was the dau. of the 
late LeRoy B. & Mary (Shelley) 
Hershey. 

Calvin L. Smoker, 82 (Forest 
Hills Mennonite) died March 10, 
2014, husband of the late Mabel D. 
Smoker who just died in January. He 
was the son. of the late Reuben and 
Anna (Lapp) Smoker.

Mabel D. Smoker, 79 (Forest Hills 
Mennonite) died January 21, 2014, 
wife of Calvin L. Smoker. She was 
the dau. of the late Aaron J. and Elsie 
(Mast) Zook.

W. Jean Mishler Naugle Wingard, 
85 (Forest Hills Mennonite) 
died March 5, 2014, wife of Carl 
Wingard. She was preceded in death 
by her first husband, Harry K. 
Naugle.

Births

Events, births, marriages, and deaths 

from your congregation may be sent to the 

address on the left column.

Chatter 
(fellowship)

Chow &
(bring soup to share)

Cheerful Service 
(work at MCC Material Resource Center, 517 Trout Run Rd., Ephrata)

Invite a friend... all ages are welcome.
Teen and Young Adult participation encouraged!

Sisters in Christ, sharing & working together
Ages 12-99 welcome

Save the date for: ACC-Fall Ladies Dinner - Friday Oct. 24, 2014 - details to follow

Saturday, May 3, 2014, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Hosted by Atlantic Coast & Lancaster Conference Mennonite Women

Go Green
Bring a mug, 
bowl & spoon, 
and a pint of 

Chicken Corn or 
Vegetable Soup 

to share!

CoNNECtioNs

Forward 
births, marriages, 

and deaths to:

Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road

Morgantown, PA 
19543

currents@atlantic
coastconference.net

EvENts 
& MoRE

Contributions
to this page

may be sent to:

currents@atlantic
coastconference.

net

or

Currents Editor
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road

Morgantown, PA 
19543
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April 12, 2014 
Garden Spot Village 
Marathon
8 a.m.—fundraiser begins 
and ends on campus
717-355-6000, email 
marathon@garden
spotvillage.org 
 
April 26, 2014
ACC Spring Assembly
North Baltimore Mennonite
4615 Roland Ave.
Baltimore, Md.

May 8, 2014
Art Reception
Jim & Lin Bowman
Photography & Ceramics
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Landis Homes
Harvest View Gallery
717-381-3550
 
June 6, 2014
Landis Homes Golf 
Tournament
Foxchase Golf Club
717-509-5490
 
June 10-11, 2014
Landis Valley 
Neighborhood Historic 
Bus Tour
Led by Joanne Hess Siegrist
8:30-11:30 a.m.
Celebrating Landis Homes 
50th Anniversary
717-569-3271, ext. 3067
 



Eastern

Mennonite

Missions

53 W. Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 
17538-0458

717 898-2251

www.emm.org

CoNFERENCE

RElAtED

MiNistRY
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2013 Tabor Award Winners, left to right: “Housing Client of the Year” with his son. “Financial Client of the 
Year,” “Landlord of the Year,” “VISTA Special Recognition,” “Realtor of the Year.” and “Volunteer of the Year.”

tabor strives to “strengthen” community 

by preventing homelessness, providing financial counseling

Tabor Community Services’ mission is to 
“strengthen the Lancaster County community 
by giving people the tools and inspiration to 
meet their housing and financial challenges and 
revitalizing our surroundings.” Since 1968, when 
the nonprofit organization was founded by the 
Mennonite community of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, it has been doing just that.
 Today, Tabor—a HUD-approved housing 
counseling agency, a member of the National 
Foundation for Credit Counseling (NFCC) and 
accredited by the Council on Accreditation—
plays a central role in the prevention of and 
response to homelessness in its community and 
assists clients in developing skills and knowledge 
needed to manage their finances successfully. It 
does this by providing an array of services in four 
key program areas: housing counseling, financial 
counseling, supportive housing, and commu-
nity development. Tabor also offers specialized 
programs to serve the specific needs of veterans, 
disabled persons, men and women exiting prison 
and women exiting drug/alcohol treatment pro-
grams. Tabor serves 4,000 family and individual 
cases annually through 17 different programs. 
 Among its many well-established programs, 
Tabor has recently implemented a new one in 
partnership with the Lancaster Coalition to End 
Homelessness: the Community Homeless As-
sessment and Referral Team (CHART), geared 

to help people who are experiencing homeless-
ness or at imminent risk of homelessness by 
assessing their overall circumstances and identi-
fying the services available best suited to address-
ing their needs. Tabor is also participating in the 
NFCC’s new initiative, Sharpen Your Financial 
Focus, as part of its commitment to help people 
manage their personal finances and debt.
 Over the years, Tabor has received numer-
ous awards in recognition of its commitment 
and excellence in programming, including the 
2012 Distinguished Civic Leadership Award of 
Millersville University, the 2010 Nonprofit In-
novation Award for Collaboration from Central 
Penn’s Business Journal, the 2010 Best Agency 
Award of the Pennsylvania Housing Finance 
Agency, and the 2009 Envision Award of the 
Lancaster County Planning Commission.
 As Tabor marks 46 years of service this year, 
the agency is not resting on its laurels as more in-
dividuals and families than ever are seeking help 
in a struggling economy. The continued support 
of old friends, as well as the support of new ones, 
is therefore as vital as ever to helping Tabor fulfill 
its mission.
 If you would like to help support Tabor’s 
work, please contact Phyllis Stacks, at (717) 358-
9383 or pstacks@tabornet.org. To learn more 
about Tabor, or to donate on line, visit  www.
tabornet.org.  ~ Phyllis Ann Stacks

CoNFERENCE

RElAtED

MiNistRiEs

Tabor
Community

Services

308 E. King Street
P. O. Box 1676
Lancaster, PA
17608-1676

717-397-5182

info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net

 

Tabor Client,  
Ricardo, and his 

daughter

Tabor Client, 
Chrystal and her 

son
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Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other 
Christian organizations, a summer 
camp program for youth, an outdoor 
education program for public & Chris-
tian schools, a challenge ropes course, 
and road scholar programs for seniors.

Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City 
Mennonite churches, founded in 
1969. Mission is to empower youth 
to serve Christ in the city. Summer 
children’s camps. 

Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.ca2mphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this 
camping and retreat ministry offers a 
variety of overnight camps and year-
round events for all ages where people 
connect with God, nature, 
and each other. 

Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org

Eastern Mennonite 
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports 
almost 200 workers in 39 countries, 
focusing particularly where the 
church is weak or nonexistent.

Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466

Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental 
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship 
has offered residential services, 
training in daily living skills, and 
social services.

Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org 
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, 
Apartments, Assisted Living, 
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing 
Households, Adult Day Services, 
Garden Spot Village At Home, 
Center for Health. 

Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent 
settlement of Mennonites in 
America called “The Gateway 
of American Mennonitism,” 
through which most North 
American Mennonites have 
symbolically passed.
 
Harmonies Music 
Ministry 
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new 
Christian music resources for the 
church worldwide through
performance, resource development, 
leadership training, and product 
creation.

Kairos: School of 
Spiritual Formation 
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-669-2957 
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org 
Provides programs in spiritual 
formation and spiritual direction 
from September to May in 
weekend retreats. Other 
opportunities include day 
retreats and experiential prayer 
sessions in congregational 
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751 
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org 
Educates, inspires, and promotes the 
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the 
Mennonite expression of the Ana-
baptist tradition. Offers educational 
programs and a library/archives, 
bookstore, and museum.

Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at: 
   • Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
 • Lancaster Campus, 6-12
 • Locust Grove Campus, PreK-8
 • New Danville Campus, PreK-5

Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
 717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families 
by honoring and enriching them in a 
Christ-like community. Residential 
living, assisted living, healthcare, 
rehab, adult day care services, special 
care for persons with memory loss, at-
home care, and child day care.

Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
John@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in 
retreat services and innovative 
programming.

Mennonite Home Communities 
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org 
A continuing care retirement 
community (CCRC) providing 
care to senior adults with a 
tradition of care spaning 100 years. 
Services include cottage and 
apartment residences, assisted liv-
ing, health care, and rehabilitative 
therapies.

New Person Ministries 
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and 
provides community reentry services.

No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
Fax: 717-390-4894
blong@nlam.org
www.nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries provides 
supportive, caring services for 
indivi-duals and families experienc-
ing significant mental illness, as an 
expression of Christ’s love.

Philadelphia Mennonite 
High School
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://pmhsonline.org
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12 
interested in pursuring college.

Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North 
Baltimore Mennonite Church that 
includes a Mennonite Voluntary 
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing 
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well 
as housing for residents committed to 
the mission of RHHP.

Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street,
PO Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrating 45 years of rebuilding lives 
and community by teaching skills to 
solve housing and financial problems. 

Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
jswartz@telhai.org
www.telhai.org 
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited, 
nonprofit provider of services for 
senior adults. For over 50 years, they 
have provided health care, housing, 
and services to enhance residents’ 
quality of life in cottage and apartment 
residences, personal care, Adult Day 
Services, health care, and rehabilitative 
therapies.

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . . 
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Pastor Redeat Abebe is pastor of the 
Hiwet Legeta Church which meets at 
Neffsville Mennonite Church. They are 
members of ACC as an emerging church.
 ACC is named as the religious 
organization sponsoring Redeat’s present 
R-1 religious worker visa in the U.S. The 
two years of R-1 status passed in January 
2014 which means she is now permitted 
to apply for residency status which, when 
approved, would grant her a green card so 
that she can seek employment rather than 
depending on donations as part of the R-1 
status. With the R-1 status, she nor any of 
her family are permitted to hold a job.

  The fee for the residency application 
process is $4,258 plus an additional $405 
for the initial application. A lawyer has 
started the paperwork, and ACC has 
received a response from the immigration 
office that the application has been 
received and paperwork is being processed. 
 Before approval though, the $4,258 
fee will need to be paid. So far, donations 
of about $950 has been given towards 
the total cost leaving a balance of $3,700 
needed to complete the process. Donations 
may be sent to the ACC office with a 
memo on the check: Redeat’s residency 
application.

Residency status for Pastor Redeat Abebe and Her Family

ACC Exeuctive Committee 
members, left to right: Mod-
erator John Denlinger, Assis-
tant Moderator Chad Martin, 
Treasurer Ken Martin, Jon 
Carlson, and Redeat Abebe. 
Absent: Secretary Julia Dunst 
and Executive Conference 
Minister Warren Tyson.

 An
 Opportunity
 to Bless
 and be
 Blessed!

To support 
Redeat’s amazing 

journey as a 
pioneer Ethiopian 

Anabaptist in 
Pastoral Ministry, 

I am offering a 
Bed & Breakfast 

overnight in 
my Brooklyn 
apartment for 

every $100 you 
donate. We will set 
a date & breakfast 
menu that work.  
You may bring a 
friend/spouse/

child. My goal is 
to raise $1000, 

so there will be a 
limit of ten nights. 

~ Pastor Sylvia Shirk, 
Manhattan Mennonite

Fellowship 
 E. 19th  Street, 
NY, NY 10003 

212-673-7970 314 
pastor@manhattan

mennonite.org

Chloe King

The wind whistled through my hair
Where was I going, where would I end up?
I kept walking, I didn’t really care.
This is my life, I’ll fill my cup,
I will cherish the day
Like it was a wonderful dream.
The moment I wake up, I’ll say,
“What will I do now, go be mean?”
I keep walking, finding two paths.
What if one leads to darkness?
If I take it, will my life crash?
Will all that happiness pass?
Then I think what the other is—
Is it daylight full of joy?
And if both are as each other,
Will it just be a ploy?

There’s a war inside of me;
It hurts and aches but what’s the cure?
I wish I could find the key
So I can unlock the door.
I start up the path of light;
I walk and run and sprint,
But by the time it’s night,
How much changed a pint?
Now I can see it nice and clear,
I can feel the war stopping,
The glory days are near.
I run with my hair bopping
I’m here, I push open the golden gates,
I run on the paths of gold.
A sign clearly states
“This is your home, it will never get old.”

 

The Battle In Me by Chloe King, age 13, Maple Grove Mennonite


