
ACC’s newly ordained/licensed persons were introduced at the Fall Assembly (left to right): James Wengerd, 
pastor, Holly Grove Mennonite Church, Westover, Md.; Joyce Martin, chaplain, Phlihaven, member at Zion 
Mennonite Church, Birdsboro, Pa.; Catharine Frederick, minister of community life at Hope Community 
Church, Fleetwood, Pa.; Redeat Abebe, pastor at Hiwet Legeta Church, Lancaster, Pa.; Kathyrn Heinzel, 
chaplain at Hospice and Community Care of Lancaster, member of Community Mennonite Church, Lancast-
er, Pa.; Sandra Weins, pastoral care and counseling for women’s prison ministry in Guilford, Conn., member 
at Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship, Manhattan, N.Y.; Alan Miller, intentional interim lead pastor at 
Neffsville Mennonite Church, Lancaster, Pa.; Miriam Book, intentional interim lead pastor at Blossom Hill 
Mennonite Church, Lancaster, Pa.; James Lapp, interim associate pastor at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church, 
Lancaster, Pa.; Wesley Boyer, intentional interim pastor at Cedar Grove Mennonite Church, Greencastle, Pa.

2 Hannah Kurtz in SALT

3 Mennonite Women Fall 
Dinner at Ridgeview

8   Becky Garver, 
Conference Coordinator
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Above: Mick Sommers, Lead
Pastor at Ridgview Mennonite, 
sharing a comment at ACC’s 
Fall Assembly on Oct. 26, 2013

God’s power is certainly at work across 
Atlantic Coast Conference! The Fall 
Assembly held at Akron Mennonite Church 
on October 25-26, 2013, was a celebration 
as we recognized in so many areas that God’s 
power was truly at work across ACC.
 Nancy Kauffman, Mennonite Church 
USA denominational minister, continued the 
celebration by sharing a variety of touching 
true stories of what God is doing among 
us! She shared about Adam who dropped 
a successful career because he responded to 
the powerful call of God to serve as a pastor. 
This church continues to grow with primarily 
young adults!
 And then ACC’s Constituency Leaders 
Council was reminded that 100 new church 
plants were recently begun under Mennonite 

Church USA—God was powerfully moving, 
but they did not recognize it amidst the 
challenging discussions.
 A rural Mennonite Church was running 
out of money. As members prepared to close 
the church doors, a community person gave 
them a powerful message: “Until you die, why 
don’t you pray, “God, what do you want to do 
until we die?’” Thirteen years later, they are 
still small, but an amazing powerful work is 
meeting the needs in their community.
 A Hispanic Mennonite church in 
Florida grew to 600+ members when 
undocumented immigrants began attending. 
They did not smell the same way and the 
church membership dropped to 200 and the
good finanical givers left. God decided to

(continued on page 3)
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New Beginnings

As we begin a New Year, we are reminded of 
the various traditions and practices that speak 
to new beginnings and all that goes along 
with that. As recently affirmed Moderator of 
Atlantic Coast Conference, I anticipate and 
wonder with excitement what new beginnings 
God has in store for us this coming year of 
2014. 
 God has certainly answered our prayers 
with more than we could have asked or 
imagined in finding a new office manager in 
Becky Garver. Please pray for her and drop by 
to introduce yourself. 
 I imagine that God has great plans for 
us as individuals, leadership teams, small 
groups, and congregations. I believe that 
God has called and set each of us apart to 
be and bring about the kingdom of God 
in our neighborhoods located from New 
York City to Maryland to Delaware and 
Pennsylvania and around the world. Together 

we are the Body of Christ called to journey 
together as we follow Jesus in fulfilling the great 
commandment and the great commission. 
 I look forward to learning and sharing 
together with you in your churches, cluster 
meetings, and other settings. I am energized by 
your stories of God at work in your churches 
and communities. 
 As a member of the Executive Committee, 
we covenant to listen, to serve, and to lead 
faithfully as you have called us to do. In a world 
that is desperately crying out and seeking 
wholeness and healing, I believe that ACC has 
much to offer. 
 May the New Year of 2014 be filled with 
God’s love and peace and may it begin with me. 
 Thanks for your ongoing support, advocacy, 
counsel and prayers for Atlantic Coast 
Conference. It is welcomed, invited, and needed.
 Countdown to the ACC Spring Assembly 
meeting at North Baltimore Mennonite 
Church, on April 26, 2014. Please be in prayer 
and planning for this time of celebration.
  ~ John H. Denlinger, Ridgeview Mennonite

ACC Moderator’s Reflections

John Denlinger, ACC Moderator, is a member of Ridgeview Mennonite 
Church, and is Advancement Associate at Lancaster Mennonite School. His 
favorite verse is Romans 12:1-2: . . . offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God . . . do not be conformed to the ways of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.

ACC is connected with SALT and 
IVEP—programs offered by Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC). SALT stands for 
“Serving and Learning Together,” and IVEP 
stands for “International Volunteer Exchange 
Program.”
 Hannah Kurtz from the Holly Grove 
Mennonite Church, Westover, Md., is serving 
under SALT as a teacher assistant at the Arab 
Episcopal School, Irbid, Jordan.
 Luz Angela Cassallas Lenguas from 
Columbia is serving with IVEP as a teaching 
assistant for the Spanish Immersion program 
at Lancaster Mennonite School, Locust Grove 

campus. She and her host family attends the 
Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster, 
Pa.
 Sangita Tigga from India is serving with 
IVEP as a teacher aide at Diamond Street 
Early Childhood Center, Akron Mennonite 
Church, Akron, Pa.
 JeaHyun Nham from Korea is serving 
with IVEP as an intern at MCC United 
Nations office in N.Y., N.Y. She and her host 
family attends the Manhattan Mennonite 
Fellowship, Manhattan, N.Y.
    ~ Kim Dyer, MCC East Coast
 

ACC Connections with MCC’s sAlt and iVEP
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ACC FAll

AssEMBly

Dr. Madonna Talbert spoke and played the piano at the ACC Mennonite Women’s Annual Fall Meeting 
on October 25, 2013. Her presentation was titled “Self Perspective As We Navigate Seasons of Life.” This 
well-attended evening touched everyone who were there.

powerfully move, and now the congregation is 
experiencing dyanmic thriving worship. 
 A small Mennonite congregation in 
Indiana appeared to be dying, but a visitor told 
a member, “Yes, you once had a glorious time in 
your past and now you say you are dying, but 
did you notice the recent influx of young adults 
attending your services lately?” Again, God was 
opening the door for His power to work!
 I appreciated Nancy’s comment that, “God 
will do what He wants to do either through 
us or around us. God’s energy and power are 
busting at the seams to move us. Unfortunately, 
our fear and lack of love or even distrust of 
God can get in the way. Let’s listen to the 
stories around us of God’s power at work! 
Christ needs His church and its members to 
join together in following Him. He is waiting 
to work in us to perform His powerful work!”
 Four different stories were shared from 
ACC congregations of where God is at work. 
One was given by Jim Amstutz from Akron 

Mennonite Church, who shared how their 
church called forth 24 members to serve as 
deacons. After two years, this has exceeded 
expectations of meeting the needs of regular 
attendees who then became members.
 New members voted in as ACC leaders:
• Moderator John Denlinger from Ridgeview 
 Mennonite
• Assistant Moderator Chad Martin from
 Community Mennonite of Lancaster
• Secretary Julie Dunst from Zion Mennonite
• Ministerial Leadership Committee Chair
 Jane Hoober Peifer from Blossom Hill
 Mennonite
• Missions Committee Chair Bob Murr from
 Bethel Mennonite
• Peace & Justice Committee Chair Barbara
 Beiler Mast from Zion Mennonite
• Youth Committee Chair Lyn Carlson from
 Oley Mennonite
   ~ Lois Ann Mast, Conestoga Mennonite

 

ACC
delegates 

unanimously 
approved the 
appointment 

of Ken 
Martin as 

ACC 
treasurer 

via an 
electronic 

poll. Ken is 
a member 

of the 
Forest Hills 
Mennonite 
Church and 
a financial 

adviser 
working 
from the 
Ephrata 
Everence 

office. 

god’s power at work . . . (continued from page 1) 
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Continuing to influence 

your loved Ones Beyond your life

 
Statistics confirm that you will live 
longer if you give yourself back to God through 
time and money. The reasons to be charitable 
go beyond what this article can outline! 
However, one of the strongest reasons for 
leaving a legacy that I have witnessed, is the 
impact you can have on your descendants. 
 Through this article, I am inviting you to 
consider including your church and Conference 
(ACC) in your will or estate (retirement 
funds). Such legacy gifts allow one generation 
to continue stating and strengthening their 
values to the next generation from the grave. 
 I have been privileged to witness some 
individuals who accomplish this influence by 
recognizing the church/conference as one of 
“their children” for an equal share in estate 
distribution. Others discern to simply leave 
a dollar amount or a percentage. Whether 
small or large, the gift bears good fruit in the 
remaining family and church alike.
 No matter how you plan for your future 
and the distribution of your assets, I encourage 
you to bless your descendants, professionals, 
and your church family by including them in 
asset distribution. 
 One example at Conestoga Mennonite 
(CMC) was Simon and Elsie Zook who gave a 
gift to the church through their will designated 
to strengthen mission. CMC has had the 
privilege of blessing with support multiple 
mission workers impacting hundreds of lives 
on the mission field. The congregation has 
also been blessed as they worked to be good 

stewards of this gift.
 For Atlantic Coast Conference, there 
have been several examples. In this article 
we cite the $35,000 Irene Martin estate 
gift which ACC received several years ago. 
This estate gift has enabled ACC to provide 
leadership developments grants for pastors 
completing seminary studies, and in particular, 
required Anabaptist courses in preparation 
for ordination. In the course of a year, ACC 
may receive several smaller estate gifts from a 
number of individuals. The size of an estate 
gift might be $1,000 or several thousand 
dollars. These estate gifts enable ACC to 
strengthen the mission to which God has 
called us of being “centered in Christ, building 
connections, and sharing God’s love.”
 Please consider how God would have you 
leave a final blessing to your church and/or 
ACC teaching your descendants about your 
love of God. 
 I invite you to join the growing “cloud of 
witnesses” who yet speak from the other side of 
glory through their strategic asset designation. 
Everence Financial (a ministry of the church) 
offers a Will Preparation Benefit—which 
is a partial financial reimbursement for 
will preparation (excellent for all ages, but 
especially young parents).
 Please talk to your congregation’s Everence 
Advocate, or visit the the Everence website at 
www.everence.com, or call 1-800-348-7568 
for information.
  - Cindy Petersheim, Conestoga Mennonite

sHARiNg

OuR giFts

 -

Simon & Elsie Zook

Conestoga Mennonite

Irene Martin

Akron Mennonite

$

$ $ $  CURRENCY CORNER  $ $ $

 This marks my first report for the “Currency Corner” of Currents. I feel honored to 
serve the conference in this capacity and look forward to gaining a better understanding 
of how our conference functions. Thank you to our previous treasurer, Del Seitz, for his 
faithful service for the past four years.
 Having served as treasurer of my home congregation, Forest Hills Mennonite 
Church, for the past number of years, my goal has always been to be readily available to 
answer any questions or concerns that may arise concerning anything related to financial 
affairs, and to be as transparent as possible in the reports that we prepare. Please feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions. I look forward to serving the conference in 
this capacity.    - Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer, Forest Hills Mennonite
   

  4   Currents



PEACE &

JustiCE

The ACC’s Peace and Justice Summer 
Reading Program for 2013 ran from June 
through August. Several churches found ways 
to promote peace and justice by encourag-
ing children to read stories on these topics. 
Readers had sponsors donate money for each 
book read, and the money raised was donated 
to MCC charities. Each church who partici-
pated found creative ways to engage with the 
kids and the rest of the congregation.
 Manhattan Mennonite had six children 
participate, and the donated money was given 
to Mennonite Disaster Service in Oklahoma. 
In August, one story was read in each service, 
and each child was invited to read aloud their 
favorite book.
 Ridgeview Mennonite spent a Sunday 
School Session including grades K-12 mak-
ing an “Octopeace” together. The oldest youth 
mentored the youngest as they created a 
colorful octopus craft and talked about eight 
ways we can work to bring about peace and 
justice. This kick-off program was created to 

encourage the kids to read more about peace over 
the summer months.
 Dot Leatherman from Conestoga Mennonite 
sponsored children in her small group for the summer.
 Zion Mennonite put together lesson plans 
used in Children’s Church through the summer. 
Each lesson consisted of stories, cooperative games, 
crafts, and Bible verses all focused on the theme of 
peace and justice. The children were sponsored as a 
group by the church, and raised money together for 
MCC’s school library ministry in Nicaragua. 
 Thanks to all who participated in the 2013 
Summer Reading Program!  
   ~ Sara Schlosser, Zion Mennonite

ACC Children 

Focused on 

Peace and Justice

An “Octopeace” created by the children at Ridgeview 
Mennonite. Credit: Julie Sommers.

Charlotte Lapp of Ridgeview Mennonite holding 
the Peace Mug presented by Barbara Beiler Mast 
for Loretta’s initiative and ongoing program of 
feeding the less fortunate of Pequea Valley School 
District. They provide backpacks with food and 
hygiene essentials. 

“We follow 
Jesus’ teaching 
that love is the 
commitment 

that trumps all 
other commit-
ments. And we 

follow Jesus’ 
example—love 

trumped all 
other commit-
ments in His 
own life. He 
turned away 
from wealth 
and power, 

refusing Satan’s 
temptations in 
the wilderness, 

and turned 
toward love.”

~ Ted Grimsrud, 
MC USA’s 

Peace & Justice 
Network,

www.pjsn.org

Brenda Martin Hurst and Ray Hurst 
ordination credentials were transferred from 
Lancaster Mennonite Conferenc (LMC) to 
ACC in June 2013 following the approval of 
Frazer Mennonite Church transferring from 
LMC to ACC. Brenda is serving as pastor of the 
Frazer Mennonite Church, Frazer. Pa. Ray is 
serving as Director of Pastoral Care for the 
Living Branches Retirement Community based 
in Lansdale, Pa. ACC delegates approved an 
18-month associate member status for the Frazer 
congregation with the understanding of voting 
on full membership for the congregation during 
the fall 2014 assembly session.
    ~ Warren Tyson, Executive Conference Minister

ACC leadership transitions

Brenda and 
Ray Hurst
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World Fellowship Sunday is scheduled 
for Sunday, January 26, 2014. Each year, 
Anabaptist-related churches around the 
world worship around a common theme 
on a Sunday close to January 21. On that 
date in 1525, the first Anabaptist baptism 
took place in Zurich, Switzerland. 
World Fellowship Sunday provides an 
opportunity to remember our common 
roots and celebrate our worldwide 
koinonia. Resource materials are available 
for worship, prayer requests from around 
the world, an introduction to the church 
in the region producing the materials, 
stories and sermon prompts. Check out 
the Mennonite World Conference website 
at: www.mwc-cmm.org/article/world-
fellowship-sunday

Stewardship University at Lancaster 
Mennonite High School is scheduled for 
March 1, 2014. More than 30 workshops 
focusing on holistic stewardship will be 
available including investing, estate
planning, worship, exercise, budgeting, 
and relationships. Put this date on your 
calendar.

Mennonite World Conference Global 
Assembly is coming to Harrisburg, Pa., 
on July 21-26, 2015. This gathering of 
7,000-10,000 Mennonites and Brethren-
in-Christ will offer many ACC members 
the opportunity to host guests as well as 
serve in volunteer roles before or during 
the meetings. Begin considering how you 
and your family might participate. Visit 
the MWC website at www.mwc-cmm.org 
and click on Pennsylvania 2015 for more 
information or to apply now to be a host 
and/or volunteer. 

This coming summer, Mennonite Mission 
Network’s “Youth Venture” invites young 
adults ages 14-22 to serve and learn 
together with churches in Philadelphia, 
Ft. Myers, Japan, Spain, and more! More 
information and applications are available 
at www.MennoniteMission.net/Serve.

Mennonite Mission Network service 
opportunities are posted on their website 
http://www.mennonitemission.net/
Serve/Pages/Home.aspx. There is also a 
“tell a friend” button for Christian service 
programs. If you know anyone interested 
in serving, click on the green megaphone 
on the “Serve” page and Mennonite 
Mission Network will respond with more 
information.

Mennonite Women interested in 
Anabaptism are invited to attend the 
conference titled All you need is love: 
Honoring the diversity in women’s voices in 
theology, scheduled for February 20-22, 
2014, near Washington D.C. Find the 
schedule and registration at the Mennonite 
Church USA website, where you can also 
donate to scholarships for the event, 
http://www.mennoniteusa.org/women 

Materials to explore the questions in the 
Creation Care Resolution that passed this past 
July at MC USA Phoenix will be available in 
January 2014. Here is what to expect:

• Biblically and theologically focused: Read the 
Bible with a new set of questions and watch the 
good news for all creation unfold.

• Community focused: Each week, participants 
will also address questions related to the area 
within 25 miles of their churches.

• Practical: The curriculum encourages spiritual 
and planetary household practices related to 
creation care.

• All materials easy to access: They will be posted 
online.

• Multiple formats: Choose from a 13-week 
study for the Christian Ed hour; an abridged 
study of 4 to 6 sessions; weekend retreat 
formats or plans for a worship series.

• Suggestions for additional resources: Ample 
advice on alternate curricula and where to 
obtain more in-depth information.

To see a sample session, email jenniferhs@
goshen.edu. 

NEws & 

NOtEs

News, 
notes, and 

announcements 
may be sent 
to Currents 

editor,
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, 
PA 19543; or 
e-mailed to:
currents@ 

atlanticcoast
conference.net
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A House of Peace 

for asylum seekers 

In March 2013, Abbi and I moved to 
Baltimore’s Reservoir Hill House of Peace
(RHHP) to live in community and volunteer 
with the Asylum Seekers Housing Network 
(ASHN). Both RHHP and ASHN are ministries 
of North Baltimore Mennonite Church (NBMC). 
 ACC has owned RHHP for decades. This 
15-bedroom, 8-bathroom mansion was previously 
used as EMM’s Discipleship Training Center. 
As they walk by, older folks in the neighborhood 
share positive memories of these young 
Mennonites. Now, with NBMC’s leadership, 
RHHP provides communal living space for young 
MVS and BVS volunteers, people like Abbi and 
me who desire simplicity and community, and 
ASHN clients.
 Enock, an ASHN client, greeted us the day 
we arrived. Enock is from Rwanda, and at that 
point was wearing a back brace due to a car 
accident, and seeking his asylum in the U.S. 

ACC iN

MissiON 

Reservoir
Hill

House
of 

Peace

2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD

After genocide forced him out of 
Rwanda, and after surviving a brutal 
massacre in a Burundi refugee camp, 
Enock—the camp president—fled to the 
U.S. The most stressful moment came 
when Enock learned he could no longer 
stay with a friend near D.C. He knew 
no one. He had nothing. He prayed for 
God’s provision. That same day his 
pro-bono lawyer called to tell him about 
ASHN. 
 Since then, Enock’s broken back has 
healed, he has been granted Asylum, and 
now he is making plans to bring his a 
family to join him in the states. 
 Since 2003, ASHN has supported 
45 individuals who have fled to the U.S. 
to escape suffering. These asylum seekers 
from all over the world have been targets 
of political, religious, or ethnic persecu-
tion in their home countries. They are 
doctors, lawyers, educators, writers, and 
reporters. Some have risked their own 
safety to advance human rights for all 
people. Many have been beaten, some 
have spent time in jail, and most have 
been threatened by repressive regimes. 
 Your interest, prayers, and 
financial support are timely reminders 
of our Kingdom citizenship. Learn more 
by visiting www.ashnetwork.org. As 
resident aliens, we have the opportunity 
to help foreigners in our midst (Lev. 
19:33). 
   ~ Joel Weaver

Enock owned many cows in Rwanda. Here he is at the 
Jubilee Dairy near Middletown, Pa.—the farm of Joel’s 
sister and brother-in-law, Kendra and Jeff Nissley. 

Enock and Joel 
in the RHHP 
kitchen while 
Enock was still 
wearing his 
back brace.



Adrian Robin Boer born October 
6, 2013, dau. of Sean and Rita Boer 
(Akron Mennonite).

Chloe Janel Friesen born and adopted 
on February 12, 2013, dau. of Doug 
and Tina Friesen (Blossom Hill 
Mennonite).

Bailey Umble born October 2, 2013, 
twin dau. of Mike and Shayna Umble 
(Maple Grove Mennonite).

Bentley Umble born October 2, 2013, 
twin son of Mike and Shayna Umble 
(Maple Grove Mennonite).

Marriages

Jonathan King (Holly Grove 
Mennonite) married Katelyn Koons 
(Holly Grove Mennonite) on
September 14, 2013.

Merle King (Maple Grove Mennonite) 
married Mary Buckwalter (Maple 
Grove Mennonite) on
November 1, 2013.
 

Deaths

Douglas J. Beam, 52 (Conestoga 
Mennonite) died December 17, 
2013, husband of Bonnie Naugle 
Beam.

Bruce A. Copeland, 53 (Maple 
Grove Mennonite) died October 23, 
2013, husband of Denyce Nafziger 
Copeland. 

Norman Glick, 82 (Ridgeview 
Mennonite) died October 25, 2013, 
husband of Mabel Lapp Glick.

Martha G. Umble, 80 (Maple Grove 
Mennonite) died September 25, 
2013, wife of Henry K. Umble, Jr.

David E. Weaver, 85 (Conestoga 
Mennonite) died September 28, 
2013, husband of Elsie (Hartz) 
Weaver.

Births

Events, births, 

marriages, and 

deaths 

from your 

congregation 

may be sent to the 

address 

on the left column.

ACC Currents accepts advertising from 
ACC members and Anabaptist-related 
organizations at these rates:
 2”x2” size = $50.00
 3”x3” size = $75.00
 4”x4” size = $100.00
Camera-ready artwork should be sent to 
mast@masthof.com along with your name 
and address so that an invoice can be mailed.
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Forward 
births, marriages, 

and deaths to:

Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road

Morgantown, PA 
19543

currents@atlantic
coastconference.net

EVENts 
& MORE

Contributions
to this page

may be sent to:

currents@atlantic
coastconference.

net

or

Currents Editor
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road

Morgantown, PA 
19543
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January 17-19, 2014
Prayer Retreat
Black Rock Retreat
Register at 717-529-3232;
www.blackrockretreat.com

January 18, 2014
Nonviolence From a 
Palestinian Christian
Workshop on Martin 
Luther King Jr.
Akron Mennonite Church
Register prior to Jan. 6
at 717-859-3529;
penner@dejazzd.com

February 18, 2014
Landis Homes 50th 

Anniversary Celebration
Including release of video, 
history book and original 
fraktur.
West Bethany Chapel
1:30 or 7:00 p.m.

March 1, 2014
Stewardship University 
Watch for more information
coming soon.

April 26, 2014
ACC Spring Assembly
North Baltimore Mennonite
4615 Roland Ave.
Baltimore, MD



I recently retired from 24 years of pastoral 
ministry. I served in two churches, and a few years 
ago, I knew within my spirit that my time of congre-
gational leadership was coming to a close. This kind of 
thing is not easy to describe to other people (or myself 
for that matter). I just knew that a shift was happen-
ing within me, and if I have learned anything in these 
24 years, it is to trust those stirrings within. God is 
usually up to something, so I listened carefully.
 When I was in seminary in the 1990s, I was intro-
duced to Spiritual Direction, and I have had a director 
listening with me to God movements in my life for the 
past 20 years. Along with the sense that I was nearing 
the end of pastoral ministry, I also noticed how I was 
drawn to the notion of becoming a Spiritual Director. 
So a year ago, I started the two-year Spiritual Direc-
tion training program at Kairos: School for Spiritual 
Formation in Lancaster, Pa. For the first year of my 
training, I continued in my role as a pastor.
 I was asked to reflect on the transition from 
being a pastor to becoming a Spiritual Director. My 
conclusion is that becoming a Spiritual Director 
has actually sharpened my pastoral skills. My other 
conclusion is that pastors rarely get the space and 
time to use their pastoral skills. In order to begin at 
the beginning, I looked up “pastor” in Wikipedia, and 
was surprised by what I found. Pastor is defined as 
“one who gives advice and counsel to the community 
or congregation,” which fits how many of us pastors 
understand our role. BUT . . . as the article goes on 
to define the origins of the word pastor, I read, “The 
word ‘pastor’ derives from the Latin noun pastor 
which means ‘shepherd’ and relates to the Latin verb 
pascere—‘to lead to pasture, set to grazing, cause 
to eat.’” That is exactly what a Spiritual Director is 
trained to do. A Spiritual Director first of all cares 
for and learns to know the directee by listening very 
patiently and lovingly as they talk about the stuff of 
their life (much as a shepherd pays close attention to 
sheep.) The director then leads (or companions) that 
person to the pasture of God’s grace and love where 
the director encourages the directee to “eat.” Taste and 
see that the Lord is good. (Psalm 34:8) 
 Spiritual Directors International explains spiritual 
direction like this: “Wherever the action is in your life 
is where God is most involved with you. Your whole 
life is your spiritual life; God is in every part of it. So it 
would be a mistake to confine the realm of conversation 
to such topics as prayer, failings, vocation, temptations, 
ministry, and church. Your life is much broader than 

these concerns, and issues of equal or greater spiritual 
significance lie outside these domains. For example, 
what do you most enjoy in life? What are your ongoing 
struggles? What do you think about a lot during the 
day? How do you feel about yourself? What gets you 
down? How do you see the world? God is in all of this, 
gifting, guiding, delighting, challenging you, presenting 
you with opportunities to mature, deepen, and broaden. 
God is, in fact, continually creating you through all your 
experience, and you are the indispensable co-creator. 
Everything that is going on in your life is grist for that 
mysterious, open-ended creative process.” 
 There definitely were times when I explored these 
kinds of questions with the people who called me their 
pastor, but more often than not, my days were full of 
helping to lead and manage the realities of a growing 
congregation. I confess that the urgency of the congrega-
tion’s annual report for the conference and/or the next 
sermon and/or the Advent planning meeting took up 
my time and focus too often. I am sure I am not alone 
in often wishing I could get to the real work of a pastor 
shepherd: “to lead to pasture, set to grazing, cause to eat”. 
 Perhaps as congregations, we can help pastors live 
into their call by writing job descriptions that provide 
the expectation of shepherd work. Or, congregations 
can acknowledge the breadth of what they expect of 
their pastors by providing the services of a Spiritual 
Director (who is free of the organizational leadership 
roles) to listen carefully to the lives of the people, lead 
them to the pasture where they will taste and see that 
the Lord is good. There clearly is no want of oppor-
tunity for pastors to listen deeply to the lives of the 
people—there just is never enough time. So, in this 
transition, I realize that the biggest difference between 
a pastor and a Spiritual Director is that I now have 
adequate time to do more attentive and wholly listening.
 I do not want to suggest for a moment that this 
transition has been seamless for me. In fact, I surprised 
myself with the amount of listening skills that I had to 
learn. The learning edge for me as a Spiritual Director 
has been to let go of fixing, rescuing, teaching and lead-
ing people. Spiritual Direction is actually a misnomer 
because Spiritual Directors really do not direct people. 
Spiritual Companion would be a much better descrip-
tive title. Margaret Guenther writes in her book Holy 
Listening that “loving detachment” is the wonderful 
listening gift that a Spiritual Director provides for a 
directee. A spiritual companion who asks questions 
like the ones above is not listening for information, 
but providing the opportunity for the directee to build 
trust in their own voice and knowing, so that they can 
begin to build more trust in their relationship with 
God. I wish more of congregational life could reflect 
that kind of living and loving.     
     ~ Jane Peifer, retired pastor at Blossom Hill Mennonite

Jane Peifer

Kairos:

School of

Spiritual

Formation

2160 Lincoln
Hwy. E. #13

Lancaster, PA 17602

717-669-2957

www.
on-the-journey.org

“People 
transformed by 

God’s love
 into the mind 
and heart of 

Christ 
for the sake 

of the world.”
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First Landis Homes residents in 1964 (left to right): Lizzie Mumma, Edith Brown, Barbara Reist, 
Marin and Rosa Miller, Lizzie Hess, Mary and Henry Weber, Ben Brackbill, and Graybill Landis.

landis Homes to Celebrate 

golden Anniversary

Landis Homes Retirement Community is 
preparing to commemorate its 50th Anniver- 
  sary in 2014. It was on February  18,  
  1964, that residents spent their   
  first night on the new retirement
  community campus, built on the 
  farm formerly owned by Clayton  
  and Ellen Landis. 
             Fifty years ago, employees 
  numbered just four persons, 
  including George and Grace Leaman
  who served respectively as 
  administrator and matron and lived 
  in a cottage on campus.    
              George served as leader of  
  the community until 1977 when Ed 
  Longenecker became administrator  
  and later president. Ed served until 
  1997 when Larry Zook, current 
  president, stepped into that role. 
  Employees in 2013 number over 
  500 with the number of residents   
  approaching 800.
 On February 18, 2014, there are many 
events planned that will mark this milestone 
and make it memorable. That day there will 
also be a special breakfast, a historical scav-

enger hunt, a cake and ice cream party, a time 
of worship followed by the first viewing of a 
video created by Paul Hunt, the unveiling of 
an original fraktur by Lynn Sommer, and the 
introduction of a luminary giving project that 
will last through most of 2014. 
 The February event will be the first of 
many that will unfold throughout the year. 
A book covering Landis Homes history 
from 1994-2013 has a planned release in the 
spring. The Pathways Institute for Lifelong 
Learning® will offer a special class in both 
the spring and fall with a bus tour on the 
history of the Landis Valley in commemora-
tion of the anniversary.  There will also be an 
historical photo display for most of the year 
in the East Bethany corridor gallery. 
 Other programs of Landis Homes will 
also celebrate milestones in 2014. Adult 
Day Services, which has two centers oper-
ated under the auspices of the Lancaster 
County Office of Aging, will celebrate its 
25th anniversary in August. In November, the 
Children’s Learning Center, managed by the 
Hildebrandt Learning Center, will celebrate 
its 10th anniversary.
  ~ Deb Laws-Landis

CONFERENCE

RElAtED

MiNistRiEs

Landis
Homes

1001 E. Oregon Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543

717-569-3271

www.landis
commuities.org

Landis Homes 
is a continuing 
care village by 

Landis 
Communities 

which is a 
conference-relat-

ed ministry of 
ACC.

George and
Grace Leaman, 

ca1965.

Larry Zook (left),
George Leaman 
(center), and Ed 

Longenecker 
(right), in 2007.
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Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other 
Christian organizations, a summer 
camp program for youth, an outdoor 
education program for public & Chris-
tian schools, a challenge ropes course, 
and road scholar programs for seniors.

Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City 
Mennonite churches, founded in 
1969. Mission is to empower youth 
to serve Christ in the city. Summer 
children’s camps. 

Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.ca2mphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this 
camping and retreat ministry offers a 
variety of overnight camps and year-
round events for all ages where people 
connect with God, nature, 
and each other. 

Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org

Eastern Mennonite 
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports more 
than 200 workers in 40 countries, 
focusing particularly where the 
church is weak or nonexistent.

Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466

Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental 
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship 
has offered residential services, 
training in daily living skills, and 
social services.

Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org 
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, 
Apartments, Assisted Living, 
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing 
Households, Adult Day Services, 
Garden Spot Village At Home, 
Center for Health. 

Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent 
settlement of Mennonites in 
America called “The Gateway 
of American Mennonitism,” 
through which most North 
American Mennonites have 
symbolically passed.
 
Harmonies Workshop
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new 
Christian music resources for the 
church worldwide through
performance, resource development, 
leadership training, and product 
creation.

Kairos: School of 
Spiritual Formation 
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-669-2957 
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org 
Provides programs in spiritual 
formation and spiritual direction 
from September to May in 
weekend retreats. Other 
opportunities include day 
retreats and experiential prayer 
sessions in congregational 
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751 
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org 
Educates, inspires, and promotes the 
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the 
Mennonite expression of the Ana-
baptist tradition. Offers educational 
programs and a library/archives, 
bookstore, and museum.

Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at: 
   • Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
 • Lancaster Campus, 6-12
 • Locust Grove Campus, PreK-8
 • New Danville Campus, PreK-5

Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
 717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families 
by honoring and enriching them in a 
Christ-like community. Residential 
living, assisted living, healthcare, 
rehab, adult day care services, special 
care for persons with memory loss, at-
home care, and child day care.

Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
John@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in 
retreat services and innovative 
programming.

Mennonite Home Communities 
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org 
A continuing care retirement 
community (CCRC) providing 
care to senior adults with a 
tradition of care spaning 100 years. 
Services include cottage and 
apartment residences, assisted liv-
ing, health care, and rehabilitative 
therapies.

New Person Ministries 
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and 
provides community reentry services.

No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
Fax: 717-390-4894
blong@nlam.org
www.nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries provides 
supportive, caring services for 
indivi-duals and families experienc-
ing significant mental illness, as an 
expression of Christ’s love.

Philadelphia Mennonite 
High School
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://pmhsonline.org
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12 
interested in pursuring college.

Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North 
Baltimore Mennonite Church that 
includes a Mennonite Voluntary 
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing 
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well 
as housing for residents committed to 
the mission of RHHP.

Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street, PO Box 
1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabornet
Celebrating 45 years of rebuilding lives 
and community by teaching skills to 
solve housing and financial problems. 

Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
jswartz@telhai.org
www.telhai.org 
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited, 
nonprofit provider of services for 
senior adults. For over 50 years, they 
have provided health care, housing, 
and services to enhance residents’ 
quality of life in cottage and apartment 
residences, personal care, Adult Day 
Services, health care, and rehabilitative 
therapies.

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . . 
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EXODUS
Exodus 1 - 6:13, 26 - 30

Exodus 7 - 20
Exodus 23:20 - 24:18
Exodus 31:12 - 34:35

ACC • North West •  Wayne County
West Liberty •  Virginia

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION

Happy
New
Year

from 
the

ACC 
office

2014 Quizzing season 

January 19, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 1-4 at Lancaster Mennonite School (6:30 p.m.)
January 26, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 5-8:15 (omitting 6:14-25) at Petra or Middle Creek 
 (6:30 p.m.)
February 2, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 8:16-10:20 at Timberline, Strasburg, Gehman, or 
 Bowmansville (2:00 p.m.)
February 9, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 10:21-13:16 at Ridgeview, Maple Grove, or Landisville  
 (6:30 p.m.)
February 16, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 13:17-16 at Lancaster Mennonite (6:30 p.m.)
February 23, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 17-20:21 at Neffsville or Calvary Monument 
 (6:30 p.m.)
March 2, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 20:21-20:26 and Exodus 23:20-24:18 and Exodus 
 31:12-32:35 at Hinkletown or Weaverland (6:30 p.m.)
March 9, 2014, quizzing on Exodus 33-34 at Lancaster Mennonite (6:30 p.m.)
March 16, 2014, ACC Tournament—Review at Lancaster Mennonite (1:00 p.m.)
March 21-23, 2014, Invitational Tournament at Lancaster Mennonite

welcome to ACC’s New 

Conference Coordinator

 Atlantic Coast Conference welcomed 
Rebecca “Becky” Garver to the ACC office as 
our Conference Coordinator the first week of 
December. Becky is in the office every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, plus either Monday or 
Friday for several hours. 
 Becky’s experience and skills in office 
management, communication, organization and 
computer will bring much quality and strength to 
ACC. She loves to read and cook as well as find 
ways to keep physically active.  
 Becky grew up in a Brethren in Christ 
congregation in Kansas while her husband 
Howard, a former pastor of the Levant Wesleyan 
Church in N.Y., is a native of Lancaster County. 
They recently moved to this area where they live 
on Broad Street in Lancaster, Pa. They have two 
college-age children: Samuel and Gabriela.
 Becky’s warm personality as she welcomed 
me to the ACC office, brightened my morning as 
it will yours if you stop in to say “Hello.”  
     ~ Lois Ann Mast, Conestoga Mennonite


