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Above: One of the many 
Friendship Groups at Mennonite 
World Conference—this one 
represented Chile, Germany, 
Kenya, U.S., and Taiwan. In July, I had the opportunity, along with 

7,500+ persons from over 65 different 
countries, to experience the Mennonite 
World Conference Assembly that took place 
at the Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex in 
Harrisburg. 
 The close proximity of this global event here 
in the U.S. allowed us to see, experience, and meet 
the global Anabaptist community of Mennonites 
and Brethren in Christ here at home. For those of 
us who participated, it was a great opportunity to 
see ourselves not just as a quirky cultural group, 
but as a global body of believers. 
 Numerous local churches also hosted 
participants for a Sunday morning service 
while hundreds of individuals hosted inter-
nationals in their homes 
or volunteered to make 
the gathering a reality. We 
met believers from distant 
countries and reconnected 
with old friends, some of 
whom were made 6, 12, 
or 36 years ago at previous assemblies. 
 This was an opportunity for a sharing 
of gifts and perspectives. For us as North 
Americans, we could meet those who came 
to faith as a result of our missions dollars 
or service, and those from the Global 
South could meet and reconnect with the 
communities who sponsored those missions. 
I met an elderly Zimbabwean woman 
who achieved her life goal of traveling 
to Pennsylvania to see the home of the 
missionary who had changed her life with his 
medical expertise and redeeming message. 

Mennonite World Conference

Came to Pennsylvania

 Each day we were treated to powerful 
messages from speakers, both local and 
international, young and old. We received 
a powerful reminder from the global south, 
where the majority of Mennonites now 
reside, that a church without meaningful 

outreach will die. We heard 
the sobering story that 
replays around the globe 
of how church conflict 
too often alienates youth, 
and were urged to agree 
and disagree in love. We 

heard from speakers that many churches, 
especially from the global south where 
many are persecuted or isolated for their 
faith, are incredibly grateful for a global 
community that prays for and supports 
them in their contextual struggles. 
 At the Global Youth Summit at 
Messiah College prior to the Assembly, 
nearly 500 participants and delegates 
spent a weekend building connections 
and exploring the theme of sharing gifts.
Delegates reported on the good work

(continued on page 3)

Visit pa2015.mwc-cmm.org 
to re-live or experience MWC’s 
16th Assembly in Harrisburg, 

Pa., on July 21–25, 2015.
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transitions: 

A time for Reflection, 

and a time to let go; 

A time for Opportunity, 

A time to . . .

As fall approaches, we are reminded 
once again of the beauty of changing 
seasons and God’s eternal creation that 
goes on and on. It is actually challenging 
and a bit mystifying to think that God is 
continuing to create new life. In my finite 
mind, I tend to think that creation is 
completed as a once and done act. It is more 
difficult for my finite mind to understand that 
God is still in the act of creating new things.
  As ACC moderator, I continue to see 
Creator God at work within our churches. 
I am reminded by the writer of Ecclesiastes 
that there is a season and a time for 
everything. As individuals, congregations, 
and as a conference, we find ourselves in 
transitions which provides time for 
reflecting, letting go, seeking new 
opportunities or life, new visions, new 
questions which are all part of all things 
becoming new in Christ.
  Since our last Currents, much has 
happened. The Mennonite Church USA 
National Convention in Kansas City and 
Mennonite World Conference in Harrisburg 
have come and gone. As conference moderator 
and a member of the Executive Committee, 
I have had the opportunity to respond 
to questions from you and from sister 
congregations in Lancaster Conference about 
ACC’s affiliation with the denomination. 
ACC continues to affirm our decision to be 
part of the broader Mennonite Church. We 
will live out the best practices of being in 
forbearance with each other.  At the same time 
we continue to honor the Confession of Faith 
which guides our corporate life together. We 

recognize and celebrate the diversity within each 
of our local churches and the conference and 
believe that each congregation is faithfully living 
out how to best to be Christ within our local 
contexts. We are so thankful for the pastoral 
leaders that have been called and are being called 
to serve in each of our congregations.
  The Executive Committee is working 
diligently to discern a Conference Executive 
Minister to replace Warren Tyson who has 
resigned effective December 31, 2015.  We are 
naming Merv Stoltzfus as our next Executive 
Conference Minister and will bring his name 
to the Fall Delegate Session October 24 for 
affirmation by the delegate body.  We will 
continue to move forward to interview other 
candidates to assist Merv in his role.  More 
details will be shared at our Fall Assembly.
  Our theme for the Fall Assembly is 
“Searching For Signs.” The scripture in 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 will serve as our theme for 
the day. Everyone is invited to come and share 
ways in which you are passing on these signs of 
faith to children, youth, young adults, and adults 
in the “busyness” of our lives as we are on the way! 

CENTERED IN CHRIST    
BUILDING CONNECTIONS    

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
      - John Denlinger, ACC Moderator,  
      Ridgeview Mennonite Church, and Advancement  
 Associate at Lancaster Mennonite School

ACC Moderator’s 

Reflections 

John Denlinger, 
ACC Moderator
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  We ended our fiscal year on June 30, 
2015, with a net loss of $4282.52. Expenses 
were well under budget, but income came in 
even more under budget resulting in a loss for 
the year. 
  Fortunately, we had a small reserve that 
we had accumulated from previous years so 
we had adequate funds to cover this shortfall. 
However, if we continue to operate at a deficit, 
our reserve funds will be used up and we will 
find ourselves in a position where we will have 
to cut back on some of our commitments.
  The Executive Committee would 
appreciate if each congregation would honor 
their commitment to support the work of 
ACC. Also, we invite any individuals who 
feel so led, to consider making a year end 
contribution to help meet our financial goals.
        - Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer
        Forest Hills Mennonite
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MWC

QuOtes

Left: The special 
music and 
especially the 
group singing 
was a “touch of 
heavenly music”!

Exhibits at 
the Global 
Church were 
informative 
and helpful in 
learning about 
the broader 
church.

Mennonite World Conference 
(continued from page 1) 
already happening in their local communities, 
and explored ways that they could learn from 
each other and bless the global and local 
church with unique skills and perspectives 
that they have to offer as youth. Both events, 
as well as the various 
commission meetings that 
occurred the week before 
Assembly, offered an 
opportunity to give mutual 
encouragement and build 
networks and relationships 
to seek God together. 
 One theme repeated by 
speakers and exemplified 
though the act of gathering 
was the importance of 
unity amidst diversity. 
The diversity of those gathered was ethnic, 
cultural, theological, racial, and geographical. 
Those who gathered did so because of their 
belief that difference enriches all; it isn’t just 
something to be tolerated, but diversity can 
give a fuller picture of the whole. We were 
shown ways that God is moving in different 
contexts and are drawn together by our shared 
experiences, convictions, and faith in Christ.
 The week highlighted some of the 

unique characteristics of Anabaptism: 
support of nonviolence with a protest 
against drone warfare at the Pennsylvania 
capitol building, sermons on doing conflict 
well, and numerous opportunities to act 
through afternoon service projects. It 
also emphasized our shared convictions, 

many of which are not 
terribly different from what 
Christians worldwide hold in 
common:

•   Belief in God as trinity,  
     working to restore humanity   
  with a call to faith
•   Belief in Jesus as the son of  
     God whose death and resur-  
     rection redeemed the world
•   Identity as a community          
  called to turn from sin and   
  follow Christ’s lead
•  Acceptance of the Bible’s 

authority, with its message discerned together
•  Belief that the Spirit of Jesus empowers us to 

bring about the Kingdom of God here, today
•  Holding a commitment to worship and 

celebrate together regularly 
•  As a community, commitment to live in the 

world without conforming to its powers

 “In these convictions, we draw 
inspiration from Anabaptist forebears 
of the 16th century, who modeled radical 
discipleship to Jesus Christ. We seek to 
walk in His name by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, as we confidently await Christ’s return 
and the final fulfillment of God’s kingdom.” 
The next MWC Assembly will take place in 
Indonesia in 2021.      
       ~ Brook Musselman

Thank you to the many 
ACC members who served in so 
many ways at Mennonite World 

Conference, especially Brook 
Musselman (ACC conference 

coordinator), MWC Global Youth 
Summit coordinator; Richard 

Thomas (Ridgeview), chair of the 
MWC National Advisory Council 
for PA 2015; and Joanne Dietzel 
(Ridgeview), coordinator for the 

MWC Prayer Network.

“Mennonites 
love service, 

flirt with peace, 
and are allergic 
to evangelism.”
~ André Gingerich 

Stoner

“There is no 
such thing as 

a church with-
out mission; 

mission is the 
DNA of the 

church.”
~ Hippolyto 
Tshimanga

“Who are 
the men and 
women that 
our society 
considers

lepers? Do we 
see them?”

~ Marc Pasques

“God is calling 
us today to a 
new moment, 

A way of 
walking 

together as a 
people of God.”

~ song we sang
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How are we to respond in the face of 
“the greatest humanitarian crisis of our time”, 
as millions flee Syria and the Middle East in 
the wake of years of violence? In Matthew 25, 
Jesus invites us to serve “the least of these” 
as if we were to serve Jesus Himself. But how 
can we get involved in this catastrophe that 
seems so distant?
 We can pray.
 As John Wesley said, “God does nothing 
but in answer to prayer.” There truly is endless 
power in the prayers of the church; let’s join in 
on this. 
 Here are some resources to get you start-
ed: http://atlanticcoastconference.net/home/
refugee-response
 We can give.
 Because of the prolonged conflict, many 
within Syria and those who have fled to refugee 
camps in neighboring countries are in desperate 
need. By giving to MCC’s Syria and Iraq Crisis 
Relief Fund, you will contribute to the physical 
well-being of those who have been displaced 
by the violence. You can also donate to Church 

Becky Hess ( Jack) was appointed by 
Executive Committee to serve as ACC 
representative on the Eastern Mennonite 
Missions board.

Michael Howes and Sue Conrad 
Howes, transitional co-pastors installed, 
Akron Mennonite Church, Akron, Pa., 
started roles as of August 12, 2015. 

Mindy Nolt ( Jared) was approved for 
a license toward ordination credential as 
associate pastor, Blossom Hill Mennonite 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., licensed and installed 
on October 18, 2015.

     ~ Reported by Warren Tyson, executive 
     conference minister, and Brook Musselman, 
     conference coordinator

ACC leadership transitions

James Amstutz (Lorraine) lead pastor, 
Akron Mennonite Church, Akron, Pa., ended 
role as of July 31, 2015. Jim began serving as 
Executive Director of the Lancaster County 
Council of Churches as of September 1, 2015.

Lisa White Cameron (Eddie) was 
appointed by Executive Committee to serve as 
ACC representative on the MCC East Coast 
board.

Julio and Ana Damaso co-pastors of 
Iglesia Evangelica Menonita Eben-Ezer, Bronx, 
approved for ordination, date to be decided.

Leslie Homer-Cattell (David) was 
licensed toward ordination at Frazer Mennonite 
Church on August 29, 2015, as chaplain with 
Living Branches, Dock Meadows campus and a 
chaplain at Paoli Hospital. She was installed as 
interim pastor at Hopewell Mennonite Church, 
Reading on September 13, 2015.

World Service (CWS)—Lancaster‘s efforts to 
show hospitality to those resettled in the area as 
the program seeks to settle increasing numbers of 
individuals and families from Syria.
 We can assist.
 In addition to funds, CWS offers numerous 
opportunities for individuals, small groups, youth 
groups, and congregations to provide hospitality 
to those being placed in the Lancaster area. You 
can help teach English, donate household items 
or participate in classes introducing life in the 
U.S. Your group can serve as a welcome team and 
adopt a family to provide hospitality as they 
arrive and transition to their new home. 
 Forest Hills Mennonite has just formed a  
welcoming team to provide hospitality to an incom-
ing family. Watch for an article in the next issue. 

Refugee Response

Boys in a refugee camp.

living

 gOd’s

MissiOn

Mennonite
Central

Committee

Help us 
O Lord, 

to be 
compassionate 
and to know 

how we 
can help 

those who 
have been 
displaced.
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gOd’s

PeOPle

in Witness

ACC’s John smucker in the Bronx

Children’s Author emerges as a new Author!

In 1957, John and Irene Smucker 
were sent by the Mennonite 
Board of Missions and Charities 
to Bronx, New York City, to 
plant a new urban church. Their 
home church at Maple Grove 
Mennonite Church with Pastor 
Abner Stoltzfus provided much 
support.
 John and Irene were only in 
their twenties, but definitely felt 
a call to missions that opened 
the doors for them to minister, 
pastor, and open new doors in 
New York City.
 Serving as Overseer/
Bishop of six Mennonite 
churches in Atlantic Coast 
Conference was just one of the 

amazing contributions John and Irene gave to ACC and the 
Mennonite Church. 
 John writes, “In the midst of all the action in the name 
of Christ, a charismatic revival came into the church in 
1970. The Friendship Community Church (FCC) cautiously 
embraced the charismatic in its midst. It was a breath of fresh 
spiritual air, and brought many changes for the better. Many 
people were saved, healed, and filled with the Holy Spirit. Our 
worship became more alive. For the last five years in the Bronx 
I became Protestant Chaplain at two local hospitals. A dozen 
members and volunteers of FCC helped to minister to patients 
and lead scores of needy persons to Christ.
 As the Smucker family plunged wholeheartedly into their 
new environment in the inner city, they were fully convinced 
that the God who called them would sustain and lead them—
and God did, for nearly half a century through challenges such 
as gang warfare, shootings, muggings, break-ins, burglaries, 
rapes, racial tensions, and rioting. 
 John shares his story in a new book From Bird-in-Hand to 
the Bronx just off the press this fall. It is an interesting read to 
understand urban ministry, faithful discipleship, charismatic 
renewal, and their influence on the Mennonite Church in the 
latter half of the 20th century. 
 The illustrated, 424-page book is available from 
local bookstores or at Masthof Bookstore, 219 Mill Road, 
Morgantown, PA 19543. Send $20 plus $3.50 shipping and 
$1.20 Pa. sales tax.

Lois Whisler (Bethel Mennonite Church) has 
written an amazing children’s book based on a true 
story about her mother “Granny Lou” who lovingly 
raised her Henry Rooster. This compelling story will 
keep children and adults wondering what is going to 
happen up until the last page! This colorful book is 
illustrated by gifted Jessica Stauffer.

JOHN I.  SMUCKER

From 
BIRD-IN-HAND 
to the BRONX
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JOHN I. 
SMUCKER

From 
BIRD-IN-HAND 

to the BRONX

 It was not so far to travel from Bird-in-Hand, Pennsylvania 
to South Bronx—about 160 miles. But psychologically and 
culturally the distance was far greater. John Smucker was 
raised on a small family farm in the fertile Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania. He and Irene Yoder whom he married in 19_ 
followed God’s call to New York City, the largest urban center 
in the nation. With the optimism of youth and confidence 
born of faith, they plunged wholeheartedly into their new 
environment, fully convinced that the God who called them 
would also sustain and lead them—and God did, for nearly 
half a century.

John’s autobiography combines daily routines of pastor 
ministry with an analysis of urban ministry, enhanced by 
his own continuing education leading to a Ph.D. in urban 
missiology.

This book is must-reading for anyone who wants to 
understand urban ministry, faithful discipleship, charismatic 
renewal, and their influence on the Mennonite Church in the 
latter half of the twentieth century.

Right: Author 
Lois Whisler, 
Contributing Editor 
of ACC’s Currents, 
is pictured here 
reading her book 
to a classroom of 
elementary children. 
Granny Lou’s 
Chick is available 
for $5.99 plus 
$3.50 shipping and 
$.36 sales tax from 
Masthof Bookstore, 
219 Mill Road, 
Morgantown, PA 
19543. 

From 
Bird-in-Hand 

to the 
Bronx 

by 
John L. Smucker
 

Chick
GRANNY LOU’S

by LOIS WHISLER

Chick

Illustrated by  JESSICA STAUFFER 

DD oes a scrawny chick have a chance 
of becoming a beloved pet? 

                  Read this book, based on a 
          true story,to find out the answers.

  Can a chick love its caregiver?  
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The Sister Care Seminar is now 
available on DVD with 12 sessions for small 
groups, retreats, or Sunday school classes. Each 
DVD session taught by Carolyn Heggen or 

Rhoda Keener averages 
12-15 minutes in length 
with total viewing time of 
166 minutes. The easy-to-

use 40-page facilitator’s guide offers suggested 
scripture, songs, and additional questions and 
activities for participants. Each participant will 
need a Sister Care: Equipping Women for Caring 
Ministry manual. An introductory video is 
available at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=
J7UsTikX6r4.

End-of-Life Workshop on Friday, 
November 13, 2015, from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
at Garden Spot Village to help people think 
and talk about important issues concerning 
their last wishes. Peace of mind often comes 
from knowing your wishes are understood 
and your family will know what to do when 
the time comes. This Everence Financial 
workshop (cost is $15) will provide an over-
view of the downloadable Everence curriculum 
resources, which include a leaders guide, 
participant handouts and video introductions 
to each of six sessions. Registration is 
required by either calling 717-653-6662 or 
contacting www.everence.com/explore. 

Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship hosted 85 travelers from the Netherlands and Switzerland at a worship 
service the weekend before the World Youth Summit held right before the Mennonite World Conference. 
The meeting was held at the Fifteenth Street Friends’ Meetinghouse. Photo: Merv Horst.  

Still Waters Ministries 
Lilies of the Valley project 

Still Waters Ministries (SWM) is a no-fee community 
counseling Clinic located at Conestoga Mennonite 
Church. The Lilies of the Valley project of SWM 
provides safe housing options in a rural 
setting for women and children 
suffering from domestic abuse.  
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African Community Church of Lancaster 
Joseph Project 

A group from ACCL will travel to Haiti through Project Joseph to 
provide relief materials including shelter and food for children and 
their  families who are still suffering from the effects of the 
earthquake in 2010. The ACCL group will also assist with building 
homes to replace those destroyed 

neWs & 

nOtes

News, 
notes, and 

announcements 
may be sent to 

Currents editor,
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, 
PA 19543; or 
e-mailed to:
currents@ 

atlanticcoast
conference.net

Nickels for 
Neighbors 

collections will 
be taken to the 
ACC Annual 
Assembly at 
Neffsville on 
October 24.
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When considering the hierarchy of our 
denomination and the numerous ministries 
and organizations our congregations relate 
to, it seems easy to overlook the value 
that these organizational relationships 
provide. 
 For member churches, Atlantic Coast 
Conference provides a point of connection to 
area ministries and other congregations, as 
well as an accessible resource to equip and 
enhance the ministry of our 
individual churches. 
 Part of ACC’s mission 
is to “build connections across 
diverse paths of experience,” 
and so the conference 
seeks to provide numerous 
opportunities for congregations 
and individuals to build 
relationships and collaborate in 
ministry together:

• Through membership in the 
conference, area pastors are 
invited to meet regularly with 
local “clusters” to share, support, 
and pray with one other about 
praises and struggles. Other 
minister clusters such as youth 
pastors, chaplains, and retired 
ministers meet for resource and 
encouragement of each other. Yet another “distance” 
clusters meets regularly via online video chat.

• Congregations as a whole share resources 
and support one another. For example, a church 
planter and member from African Community 
Church of Lancaster who needed a new car 
was paired, through an ACC connection, with 
a member of Bethel Mennonite Church who 
was looking to donate a car. 

• Last summer, groups from numerous 
churches paired together for fellowship to 
share a meal, scripture, and learn to know each 
other better.

• Mission initiatives such as Nickels for Neighbors 
provide a means whereby churches support each 
other in outreach projects.

 ACC also provides numerous resources 
to equip congregations and individuals in their 
ministries:

• Each year, $4,000 is available to assist pastors 
in the form of matching scholarship grants for 
ongoing education.

• New pastors are paired with 
mentors from the conference to 
support them as they transition 
into ministry. 

• Each credentialed leader 
is provided free access to 
Philhaven’s Pastor Wellness 
Program, which allows up to 
three free counseling sessions per 
minister household annually in 
addition to budget help, healthy 
living training, and numerous 
other resources.

• Conference ministers provide 
many hours of support and 
guidance for each member 
congregation during times of 
personnel transition or internal 
struggle. 

• Conference staff provides resourcing and 
encouragement to congregational youth leaders as 
they mentor our children and young adults.

 The Executive Committee and conference 
staff want to thank each congregation and all 
those individuals who support the ongoing 
ministry of Atlantic Coast Conference. 
 Your contribution dollars are essential to 
maintain fresh and relevant ways of connecting 
and resourcing the ministry of our member 
churches as we continue to “share God’s love in 
meaningful relationships and settings”. 
            ~ Brook Musselman

What is ACC membership worth?

ACC is an association 
of congregations and 
conference-related 

ministries following 
expressions of faith, 
mission and service, 

justice and peace, guided 
by Mennonite Anabaptist 
convictions. In practice 

with other Christian 
traditions, we strive to 

leave positive impact in our 
communities which invite 

others to walk the journey 
toward God with us.

As people 
of God 

wanting to 
be known as 
followers of 
Jesus Christ, 
we strive to 
fulfill God’s 
command to 

love God 
with all of 
one’s being 
and love 

our neighbor 
at all times. 
The call to 

share God’s 
love means that 
we are witness-
es of God’s love 
and goodness 
in our lives, 
both in word 

and deed. 
We invite 

others to walk 
and run 

with us as we 
follow Jesus 
in our many 

diverse settings 
and walks 

of life. 

  Currents    7

ACC’s

visiOn



  ACC Currents accepts 
advertising from ACC 
members and Anabaptist-
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rents@atlanticcoastcon-
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so that an invoice can be 
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ACC is again collecting filled Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) grocery bags 
for distribution to those in need in Reading, 
Philadelphia, and New York. Filled bags will 
be collected at the ACC Annual Assembly at 
Neffsville Mennonite Church on October 24. 
 Each year, urban, rural and suburban 
Anabaptist churches in the East Coast region 
donate material resources through MCC to be 
distributed via local ministries. Nearly 3,000 
bags packed with nonperishable food items are 
distributed annually in urban areas. The bags 
include items such as peanut butter, pasta, vege-
table oil, beans, canned fruits, and vegetables. 

MCC grocery Bags

Andres Carrion, husband of ACC oversight 
minister Sonni Carrion—both memebers at 
the First Mennonite Church of Brooklyn—here 
shown with the full van of grocery bags 
distributed in 2014. 

Comforting Live-at-Home Services
and Feel-at-Home Communities

 Recently Awarded LNP
 Reader’s Choice:

   • Landis at Home - Favorite Home Care
     Agency

   • Steeple View Lofts - Favorite Apartment
     Community

   • Landis Homes - Favorite Senior Living
     Community and Favorite Personal
     Care/Assisted Living Facility

1001 E. Oregon Rd.  Lititz, PA 17543   |   717-381-3500   |   landiscommunities.org

…a website for Anabaptist youth 
leaders to learn, be, and connect:

www.thegatheringplace.us

This new Anabaptist website provides a wide variety of 
resources for youth leaders including chat rooms on 
identified subjects, first Thursday discussion forums that 
you can participate live with other leaders, a blog to read 
the thoughts of others and respond, forum space that 
anyone can begin a discussion space live with others, 
monthly writings from youth leaders and others, 
resources for youth ministry, learning circles that can be 
accessed online, spiritual direction options, webinars/
podcasts, threee-minute retreat…a daily devotional for 
youth leaders, studies, and group interaction opportunities.

ACC in

MissiOn

MCC
grocery bags

have been filled
every fall for 

years by ACC 
congregations.

events 
& MORe

Contributions
may be sent to:

currents@atlantic
coastconference.

net

or

Currents Editor
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road

Morgantown, PA 
19543
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October 23, 2015
Annual Leadership 
Resource Day
“Compassionate Care Seminar”
Neffsville Mennonite Church
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
$45.00 per person
http://atlanticcoastconference.
net/leadership/ 

October 23, 2015
Mennonite Women Banquet
Neffsville Mennonite Church
6:00 p.m.; $15.00 per person
http://atlanticcoastconference.
net/women/

October 23-24, 2015
ACC Annual Assembly cohosted 
by Neffsville Mennonite and 
Hiwet Legeta (Life for Christ) at 
Neffsville Mennonite Church
http://atlanticcoastconference.net/
assembly/



Lancaster Mennonite School 
is preparing for its 75th Anniversary. 
Significant moments like this provide 
natural opportunities to celebrate and look 
back and also to look forward. This year, 
LMS welcomed 1,500 students to its five 
different campuses at Hershey, Kraybill, 
Lancaster, Locust Grove, and New Danville. 
 About 30% of our students come from 
our Mennonite churches. We celebrate the 
fact that increasing numbers of students from 
ACC churches are benefitting from LMS each 
year. Blossom Hill, Community Mennonite, 
Forest Hills, and Neffsville continue to lead 
the way. In addition, LMS is blessed to have 
many faculty and staff who are members of 
ACC churches
 People often ask, “Who is LMS?” 
Students in their resounding cheers respond: 
We are Mennonite! Actually we are ACC, we 
are Lancaster Conference, we are diverse, we 
are 20 countries, we are Lancaster city, and we 
could go on. We are a reflection of the unity 
and diversity within our families, churches, 
and our communities across the street and 
around the world.  
 We are a faith-based academic commu-
nity that is centered in Christ, and in the 
mission of transforming lives that are changing 
the world. More than 11,000 alumni are 
making a difference locally and globally in 
more than the 20 countries that now make 
up our student body. 

 LMS strives to be a place of radical hospi-
tality where everyone can experience spiritual, 
physical, emotional, and intellectual growth.  
“Who is my neighbor?” was the chapel theme 
for last year and this year we have embraced the 
Biblical theme of “Shalom.” Shalom invites all 
people to wholeness. With families, churches 
and LMS partnering together, we believe that 
our students can best experience God’s Shalom. 
 LMS is both mission and ministry. While 
this can sometimes be messy and appear chaotic 
at times, we believe that God continues to call us 
to embrace each student as a special gift of God 
and to help them grow into maturity.
 One of the things that has not changed 
over these many years is that we cannot do this 
alone. We invite, need, and expect you as 
families and churches to pray for us, to advocate 
for us and to financially invest in this place we 
call Lancaster Mennonite School to serve our 
students, our community and the world.
    ~ John Denlinger, Advancement Associate at LMS

Spanish Immersion teacher Jenn 
     Esbenshade at Locust Grove
     teaches first grade in Spanish so 
    English-speaking children can learn   
                          the language naturally.

Lancaster Campus principal Elvin Kennel talks with 
students on the first day of school.

COnfeRenCe

RelAted

MinistRies

Lancaster

Mennonite

School

2176 Lincoln
Highway East

Lancaster, PA
17602

717-299-0436

www.lancaster
mennonite.org

Serves over
1,500 students 

at the 
following
campuses:

• Hershey
K-12

• Kraybill
Pre K-8

• Lancaster 
Grades 6-12

• Locust Grove
Pre K-6

• New Danville
Pre K-5
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tel Hai Retirement 

Community Welcomes 

new Residents

With Opening of stoneCroft’s expansion effort

During the summer of 2015, Tel Hai transformed 
the horizon of the campus with the largest expansion 
effort in the 60-year history of the retirement 
community. After 18 months of construction, Tel Hai 
opened StoneCroft which includes 105 spacious 
apartments and dynamic common spaces. 
 Bluestone opened on June 15 and includes 
apartments, followed by Greystone on July 20, which 
includes 67 apartments. This expansion effort 
marks a 39% increase in our residential living 
population, as 161 additional seniors now call Tel 
Hai home. Offering nine floorplans ranging from 
790-2,337 square feet, residents have access to the 
full continuum of care available on campus including 
personal care, skilled nursing care, home care, 
adult day services, and rehabilitation services. 
 Featuring a 56,000 square feet space 
for additional amenities, dining options, 
and resident programming, StoneCroft 
Commons has become a hub of activity 
and a place for enriching interactions. 

The building—which also includes an aquatic and 
fitness center—provides a venue for special events, 
expanded worship services, and an opportunity to 
strengthen existing community and congregation 
connections. Project partners include architectural 
design by RLPS Architects, HVAC engineering by 
Reese Engineering, site engineering by RGS Associates, 
project financing by BB&T, and Wohlsen Construction 
serving as general contractor.
   Looking forward, Tel Hai anticipates 
completion of Phase 4 of our campus master plan that 
will include 19 Woods Edge cottages and 43 apartments 
in Brownstone—the third and final building attached 
to StoneCroft. Additionally, the plan also includes 
developing hillside recreational amenities adjacent to 
the entrance to StoneCroft featuring a tennis court, 
clubhouse, event amphitheater, event lawn space and 
gardening area.
  Tel Hai Retirement Community, an accredited 
nonprofit continuing care retirement community, has 
provided high quality and compassionate care since 
1956. The campus is located at 1200 Tel Hai Circle, 
Honey Brook, PA., three miles east of Route 10 off 
Beaver Dam Road. For more information or directions, 
please visit www.telhai.org. 

Tel Hai’s StoneCroft offers incredible views of the Honey 
Brook countryside while offering residents full access to the 
continuum of care.

The Stone Hearth Grille, one of two new 
additional dining venues on the campus, 
is open to the community to serve delicious 
culinary delights like shrimp stir-fry!

COnfeRenCe

RelAted

MinistRies

tel

Hai 

Retirement

Community

1200 Tel Hai Circle
P. O. Box 190

Honey Brook, PA
19344

610-273-9333

info@telhai.org
www.telhai.org
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Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other 
Christian organizations, a summer 
camp program for youth, an outdoor 
education program for public & Chris-
tian schools, a challenge ropes course, 
and road scholar programs for seniors.

Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City 
Mennonite churches, founded in 
1969. Mission is to empower youth 
to serve Christ in the city. Summer 
children’s camps. 

Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.camphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this 
camping and retreat ministry offers a 
variety of overnight camps and year-
round events for all ages where people 
connect with God, nature, 
and each other. 

Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org

Eastern Mennonite 
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports 
almost 200 workers in 39 countries, 
focusing particularly where the 
church is weak or nonexistent.

Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466

Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental 
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship 
has offered residential services, 
training in daily living skills, and 
social services.

Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org 
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, 
Apartments, Assisted Living, 
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing 
Households, Adult Day Services, 
Garden Spot Village At Home, 
Center for Health. 

Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent 
settlement of Mennonites in 
America called “The Gateway 
of American Mennonitism,” 
through which most North 
American Mennonites have 
symbolically passed.
 
Harmonies Music 
Ministry 
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new 
Christian music resources for the 
church worldwide through
performance, resource development, 
leadership training, and product 
creation.

Kairos: School of 
Spiritual Formation 
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-669-2957 
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org 
Provides programs in spiritual 
formation and spiritual direction 
from September to May in 
weekend retreats. Other 
opportunities include day 
retreats and experiential prayer 
sessions in congregational 
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751 
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org 
Educates, inspires, and promotes the 
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the 
Mennonite expression of the Ana-
baptist tradition. Offers educational 
programs and a library/archives, 
bookstore, and museum.

Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at: 
     • Hershey Campus, K-12
     • Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
 • Lancaster Campus, 6-12
 • Locust Grove Campus, PreK-6
 • New Danville Campus, PreK-5

Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
 717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families 
by honoring and enriching them in a 
Christ-like community. Residential 
living, assisted living, healthcare, 
rehab, adult day care services, special 
care for persons with memory loss, at-
home care, and child day care.

Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
info@laurelville.org 
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in 
retreat services and innovative 
programming.

Mennonite Home Communities 
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org 
A continuing care retirement 
community (CCRC) providing 
care to senior adults with a tradition 
of care spaning 100 years. Services 
include cottage and apartment
residences, assisted living, health 
care, and rehabilitative therapies.

New Person Ministries 
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and 
provides community reentry services.

No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
office@nlam.org
Inspired by Christ’s love, 
No Longer Alone Ministries provides 
professional services that build hope 
and empower individuals and 
families experiencing mental illness.

Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North 
Baltimore Mennonite Church that 
includes a Mennonite Voluntary 
Service unit, Asylum Seekers 
Housing Network, New Lens, 
as well as housing for 
residents committed to the 
mission of RHHP.

Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street,
PO Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrating 45 years of rebuilding lives 
and community by teaching skills to 
solve housing and financial problems. 

Tel Hai Retirement 
Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle
P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
info@telhai.org
www.telhai.org 
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited, 
nonprofit provider of services for senior 
adults. For over 60 years, they have 
provided health care, housing, and 
services to enhance residents’ quality of 
life in cottage and apartment residences, 
personal care, Adult Day Services, 
health care, and rehabilitative therapies.

The City School (formerly 
Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.)
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://cityschool.org/
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12 
interested in pursuring college.

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . . 
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ACC Mennonite Women PresentACC Mennonite Women PresentACC Mennonite Women Present———   
A night away—How God changed my space 

Friday, October 23, 2015 

6 PM    —  $15/ Person    

 

Neffsville Mennonite Church.  

2371 Lititz Pike —  Lancaster, PA 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching has been a lifelong   
focus for Rhonda Stoltzfus of 

Atglen PA. After graduation from 
Lancaster Mennonite High 

School & Messiah College, she 
spent 12 years teaching Jr. High 
Math at Locust Grove Mennonite 
School. More recently Rhonda is 
helping her husband Jeff on their 
strawberry/pumpkin/Angus farm, 

substitute teaching, coaching 
softball and raising their two girls, 
Maria and Heidi. Unfortunately, 
Rheumatoid Arthritis has also 

been a part of Rhonda’s life for 
over a decade, and during the 

past few years the intensity of the 
pain changed and grew, many 
days crippling her from doing 

everyday activities. As her pain 
increased, so did her spiritual 

awareness and she realized her 
physical battle was directly linked 

to a spiritual battle within her. 
October 2014 brought a miracu-

lous healing far beyond Rhonda’s 
dreams or desires, and aside 

from teaching, coaching, family 
and farm she now spends consid-

erable time sharing her experi-
ence of God’s power, truth and 
glory. Rhonda, Jeff and the girls 
attend Maple Grove Mennonite. 

Register by October 17 

ACC Office: (717) 394-8107 

Online: ww.atlanticcoastconference.net  

       

Searching for Signs 

Saturday, October 24, 2015
Neffsville Mennonite Church

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

What signposts or aspects of faith formation first 
drew us as individuals into church community, 
and what are those signposts for today’s church? 

What do persons of today need to be drawn into 
discipleship and Christian community? 

What are healthy churches doing to nurture the 
faith of their youth and members and to draw in 
new people? 

Join us at Neffsville Mennonite Church, 2371 Lititz 
Pike, Lancaster, Pa., as we explore these questions 
together. There is no cost to attend this event 
(registration opens at 8:30 a.m.), but pre-registration 
is encouraged at: atlanticcoastconference.net/assembly
Lunch will be provided, although donations will be 
accepted to cover the cost.

 These commandments 

that I give you today are to

      be on your hearts.   

     Impress them   

             on your

           children.   

      Talk about

      them when   

      you sit at home and   

  when you walk along 

   the road, when you lie  

    down and when you

    get up. Write them on 

       the door frames of 

      your houses and on 

       your gates. 

- Deuteronomy 6:1

Presenters Carolyn Heggen, Ph.D. and Rhoda Keener, 
M.S., will speak at ACC’s Compassionate Care Semi-
nar on Friday, October 23, 2015, at Neffsville Mennonite 
Church. Leaders need to do their own healing work in     or-
der to be a healing presence for others. Our wounds will then 
enable us to help others heal instead of becoming stumbling 
blocks in our ministry. Themes to be covered: 

 1) Claiming My Identity as God’s Beloved
 2) Caring for Self and Others
 3) Compassionate Listening
 4) Transforming Loss and Grief

Make a reservation for this seminar at: 
atlanticcoastconference@gmail.com

ACC

fellOWsHiP


