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   Since our last Fall Assembly, ACC has embraced the 
opportunity to share ñwho we areò with churches 
interested in exploring ongoing connections with MC 
USA.  
 
   At the Fall Assembly at Ridgeview the Delegate body 
affirmed the recommendation of Executive Committee to 
receive East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church, Pilgrims 
Mennonite Church, New Holland Mennonite Church and 
New Holland Mennonite Church as ACC members. 
 
   In the Spring Assembly at Bethel the Delegate Body 
affirmed the recommendation of Executive Committee to 
receive Rossmere Mennonite Church, James Street 
Mennonite Church, Laurel Street Mennonite Church and 
Landisville Mennonite Church as members of ACC. 
 
   One of the many gifts of ACC are our Conference 
Related Ministries that bring lots of resources, expertise, 
and a diverse richness which shares Gods love beyond 
our churches.  ACC was privileged to receive two new 
CRMôs:  The New Holland Early Learning Center 
connected with New Holland MC and The Shalom Project 
located in Lancaster City. 
 
   With all of these above listed changes, the Executive 
Committee sensed a need to review our current 
structures and policies, etc. and contracted with The 
North Group to lead us through this process.  North 

Group presented some initial learnings as part of an 
ongoing process.  
 
   The Ministerial Leadership Committee carefully and 
prayerfully discerned directions forward as we responded 
to one of our ACC pastors performing a same gender 
marriage.  There were honest, difficult, and passionate 
conversations with MLC which led us to an all delegate 
dialogue day in May at Neffsville MC.  The May Delegate 
Dialogue day included over 100 participants. These 
conversations were recorded and then shared with the 
entire Delegate Body participants. 
 
   Merv Stoltzfus, Executive Conference Minister, Dwight 
Rohrer, Conference Youth Minister, and I experienced health 
challenges in this past year and are grateful to the many who 
stepped in and carried the leadership in our absence including 
participating in the Convention at Orlando.   
 
   ACC continues to be about encouraging and 
empowering congregations to engage 
in Godôs community locally, nationally 
and globally.  
 
    John Denlinger 
    Conference Moderator 

¶ Approved recommendation to delegate body to accept 
New Holland Mennonite Church as a member of 
Atlantic Coast Conference (August 2016) 

¶ Affirmed recommendation to delegate body to accept 
East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church, Pilgrims 
Mennonite Church, and North Bronx Mennonite Church 
as members of Atlantic Coast Conference (September 
2016) 

¶ Approved the New Holland Early Learning Center as a 
Conference Related Ministry of ACC (October 2016). 

¶ Approved motion not to allow congregations to hold 
dual affiliation with ACC and Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference (November 2016) 

¶ Approved a review of the structure of Executive 
Committee and Conference as a whole. (December 
2016)  

¶ Gerald Meck of North Group Consultants met with 
Executive Committee on April 12 and June 21 as the 
first phase of this review process. 

¶ Approved The Shalom Project as a Conference Related 
Ministry (December 2016) 

¶ Affirmed recommendation to 
delegate body to accept Laurel 
Street Mennonite Church as a member of Atlantic 
Coast Conference (January 2017) 

¶  Affirmed recommendation that delegates accept 
Landisville and James Street Mennonite Churches as 
members of Atlantic Coast Conference (March 2017) 

¶ Affirmed recommendation that delegates approve the 
2017-2018 budget as presented (March 2017) 

¶ Affirmed recommendation that delegates accept 
Rossmere as member of Atlantic Coast Conference 
(April 2017) 

¶ Expressed appreciation of the work the Ministerial 
Leadership Committee (MLC) did on the review of 
Susan Gascho-Cookeôs credential. (May, 2017) 
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     The past year has been an exciting time 
in the life of ACC.  Our staff team is 
commissioned with the work of resourcing 
our congregations so that they might be 
effective in worship and mission. 
We continue in a time of transition and yet it 
seems we have been serving together for a 
significant time. 
 
     Joanne Dietzel, Sylvia Shirk, and myself 
serve as Conference Ministers resourcing 
congregations during times of pastoral 
search or evaluation.  We also engage with 
leadership structures in congregations and 
desire to see them flourish.  We also meet 
with our pastors to build relationships and 
encourage them in the work of 
congregational care through individual 
meetings and in cluster groups. 
 
     Brook Musselman, Conference 
Coordinator, attends to the many 
administrative tasks of conference life that 
include coordinating events, planning for 
inspirational gatherings, serving committees, 
and organizing the many ways we partner in 
ministry.  He and Dwight Rohrer collaborate 
to provide our congregations with youth 
ministry resources for faith formation such as 
the annual youth retreat, quizzing program, 
cluster meetings, and creating vision with the 
Youth Committee.  
 
     Njoki Njoroge serves as our financial 
secretary and does a wonderful job assisting 
the Finance Committee with their 
responsibility to keep us financially sound. 
 
     Cindy Petersheim serves as Coordinator 
of Conference Related Ministries and 
continues to build relationships between 
congregations and our agencies, helping us 
to better understand the value of working at 
these ministries together. 
 
     We continue to be blessed by the 
communication done in the Currents.  Lois 
Ann Mast serves as our editor creatively 
giving us a window into the life in our 
congregations and initiatives.  In addition, 
she and her husband, Lamar, serve as the 
ACC Historians.   
 
 
 
 

 
     We are blessed with dedicated staff 
that assists our congregations to grow 
and be effective in mission and purpose.  
Our team is most grateful for the 
opportunity to work together serving the 
people of ACC. 

 
     We have been blessed with the 
addition of more congregations that have 
sought affiliation with us during the past 
year.  It has been inspirational to learn of 
their history and sense of purpose.  We 
look forward to our future together 
seeking to be faithful to Godôs purposes. 

 
     As staff, leaders and congregations 
known as ACC, we all have an 
opportunity to serve with passion and 
vision.  Even though it is challenging 
given our fast paced, busy world, let us 
commit to live and share in ministry 
together inviting others to join us in the 
faith we cherish! 

 
ñCentered in Christ, Building Connections 
Sharing Godôs Loveò 

 
               Merv R. Stoltzfus 
               Executive Conference Minister 
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Raised for Nickels for 

Neighbors recipient, the 

New York Mennonite  

Immigration Program, a 

ministry that includes  

several ACC  

congregations 

Attended Healthy  

Boundaries training. This 

training is available to 

individuals or  

congregations to  

proactively  

address healthy  

boundary fundamentals 

Number of pastors and 

spouses who attended 

ACCôs financial planning 

retreats in Baltimore and 

Philadelphia, sponsored 

by Everence and the Lilly 

Foundation 

New congregations: East 

Chestnut, James Street, 

Landisville, Laurel 

Street, New Holland, 

North Bronx, Pilgrims,  & 

Rossmere Mennonite 

Churches 

Given in the form of five 

Pastoral Training  

Scholarships given  

toward the continuing 

education of ACC  

pastors 

Full Time Equivalency 

staff time split between 6 

staff members 

 

Attended the Spanish-

language Sistercare 

training in Seattle. They 

are now able to train  

other Spanish-speakers  

to lead this program 

New Conference Related 

Ministries: New Holland 

Early Learning Center, 

The Shalom Project, 

Wellspan Philhaven 
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Addie Banks, North Bronx 
    
John Bauman, North Bronx 
     
Janet Brenneman, Laurel Street 
 
Miriam Cruz, East Chestnut 
 
Keith Espenshade, East Chestnut Street 
 
Todd Friesen, East Chestnut Street  
 
Howard Garver, Landisville 
 
Clair Good, Blossom Hill 
 
Todd Gusler, Rossmere 
 
Carmen Horst, James Street 
 
Darrel Hostetter, James Street 
 
Sherill Hostetter, James Street 
 
Dawn Ranck Hower, New Holland  
 
Sue Conrad Howes, Blossom Hill  
 
Kevin Kanagy, Hope Community 
 
Nan Kanagy, Hope Community 
 
Robert Keener, Hebron 
 
Barry Kreider, Pilgrims 
 
Valentina Satvedi Leydon, East Chestnut 
 
Samantha Lioi, East Chestnut 
 
Rachel Nolt, Akron 
 
Mona Sauder, Blossom Hill 
 
Stan Shantz, James Street 
 
Klaudia Smucker, Blossom Hill 
 
Roger  Steffy, James Street 
 
Ruth Yoder Wenger, North Bronx 
 
Ron Zook, Laurel Street 
 
Judy Zook, Laurel Street 

Gina Burkhart, Landisville, License Toward 
Ordination 
 
Joanne Dietzel, Ridgeview, ordained 
 
Daniel Kemper, Crossway, License Toward  
Ministry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dorcas Lehman, Neffsville, License Toward 
Ministry 
 
Lilana Potes, Primera Iglesia, ordained 
 
NanaSue Walker, Neffsville, License Toward 
Ministry 
 
Anne Kaufman Weaver, Blossom Hill, ordained 
 
Leslie Homer-Cattell, Frazer, ordained 
 
Jason Storbakken, Manhattan, ordained 
 
Rebecca Sack Mosley, North Baltimore, ordained 

Gary Blosser, Hope Community 
 
Chad Martin, Community (CMCL) 
 
Rebecca Sack Mosley, North Baltimore 
 
Mark Perri, Immanuel Community 
 
Sylvia Shirk, Manhattan  
 
Nelson Yoder, Ridgeview 

D. Rohrer Eshleman, Landisville  
 
Ernie Hess, James Street 
 
Robert Keener, Hebron 
 
Marilyn Kurtz, Rossmere 
 
Robert Martin, New Holland 
 
Elizabeth Nissley, James Street 
 
Harold Reed, James Street 
 
George Stoltzfus, Landisville 
 
Sam Thomas, James Street 
 
Cal Yoder, East Chestnut Street 
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The ACC Gift Discernment 
Committee (GDC) was tasked with 
inviting active church members of 
diverse ethnic, gender and 
congregational representation to 
provide leadership for the work of the 
conference. Each year on a two-year 
alternating schedule, the terms of the 
conference executive committee and 
other chair positions come up for 
renewal as their terms expire as 
outlined in the bylaws. As the 
committee chair, I believe Godôs spirit 
first calls forth persons and the 
committeeôs role is to locate and 
invite the persons God has already 
called. 
 
For the 2017 cycle, the executive 
committee requested another 
executive member to reflect the 
increased number of conference 
congregations, as allowed for in the 
bylaws. Also,  the chair of GDC 
traditionally was held by the retiring 
moderator. At the direction of the 
Executive Committee, the chair of the 
GDC will in the future be selected by 
the GDC using the same process as 
all the other committee chairs are 
selected. 
 
I am most thankful for the contribution 
of the GDC members (Steve 
Musselman, Lyndell Theissen, Larry 
Massanari, Julia Dunst and Merv 
Stoltzfus) for their work this past year, 
and for the willingness of several new 
persons to serve. The GDC 
intentionally reached out for 
representation from new 
congregations and persons of diverse 
ethnicity for committee chairs.   
 
John Weber, chair 

 
This committee currently has seven 
members who work together to plan 
two annual events. In October we 
host a Dinner for Mennonite women, 
which is held Friday evening before 
the Annual Fall assembly the next 
day.  This is an evening of fellowship 
with other women while enjoying a 
meal together along with a short 
inspirational program.     
 
                                                      
The dinner for 2016, held at 
Ridgeview Mennonite church, was a 
wonderful evening of fellowship, 
meaning, laughter and music; with 
Frances and Helen Miller presenting 
us with a program called óSeasons of 
Life.ô  Proceeds from this evening 
went to North Star Initiative, an 
organization providing support to 
women survivors of sex trafficking / 
exploitation.  
 
 
In May we met at MCC Material 
Resource Center in Ephrata and 
packed, quilted, knotted comforters 
etc., which helped in the relief aid 
that MCC provides throughout the 
world.  After a morning of work, we 
had lunch together before we parted.  
Usually this lunch is provided by 
each person bringing a pint of soup 
which is blended together for the 
whole group to share.  
 
 
We welcome women to join us at 
these events. 
 
 
Joyce Martin, chair    

 
The 2016 Peace Mug was given out 
to Norma Stauffer of Forest Hills MC 
for her work with the congregation to 
help resettle a Syrian refugee family. 
Norma coordinated the church's 
partnership with Church World 
Service to help sponsor the family. 
She brought the vision for the 
sponsorship and managed the 
logistics involved in welcoming the 
family and furnishing their new 
home. She also coordinated ongoing 
service and support of the family 
such as arranging rides to doctors 
appointments and pairing family 
members with individuals to teach 
them about various aspects of 
American life. Norma currently 
attends Forest Hills Mennonite 
Church and works as the church 
administrator. 
 
 
The Peace and Justice Committee 
collected 250 grocery boxes, which 
were distributed by MCC 
congregants to help food-insecure 
individuals and families. 
There are currently peace advocates 
from each congregation. Although 
some peace advocates are the 
pastors by default - eleven are non-
pastor advocates. 
 
 
Our goal this year is threefold: 1) 
Increase participation from all of our 
congregations, 2) Become a more 
diverse group and 3) Welcome 
people of all ethnicities to join us in 
addressing issues of peace and 
justice that affect not only our local 
congregants but also the worldwide 
church. 
 
Vonetta Storbakken, chair 

6 


