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Above: ACC board members 
concluding our Annual 
Assembly.  Credit: Lois Ann 
Mast.

  Atlantic Coast Conference

Centered in Christ, Building Connections, sharing god’s love

 Kevin Kanagy, pastor at Hope 
Community Church of Fleetwood, welcomed 
those attending the ACC Spring Assembly 
on April 28, 2018, with an invitation to con-
tinue moving towards Jesus because Jesus is 
both the beginning and the end of 
our journey!
 Dwight Rohrer, Conference 
Youth Minister, in his update 
shared that he sees a hunger 
for the Word of God with the 
youth in ACC. The upcoming 
September 14-16 annual Fall 
Youth Retreat will be held at the 
Refreshing Mountain Camp with 
Melody Pannell from Eastern 
Mennonite University as the guest speaker. 
Dwight also shared that he organizes a Youth 
Pastor Cluster every other month.

 Brook Musselman, Conference 
Coordinator, shared how he relates through 
on-line resourcing with other youth leaders. 
He also shared that the Bible Quizzing 
that ACC began in the 1960s is going 

(continued on page 3)

strong, and encouraged ACC 
congregations who do not have 
a youth quiz team to consider 
adding one in 2019. Over 250 
youth quizzers were involved 
in the 2018 season with many 
quizmasters and other helpers.
 Merv Stoltzfus, Executive 
Conference Minister, shared that 
his passion is to encourage and 

bless young persons in leadership. He also 
invited contributions to the “Congregational 
Leadership Fund” so (continued from page 1) 

 Jesus is both 
the beginning

 and the end of 
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Summer Time is a time to . . .
How we complete that sentence varies for most 
of us depending on our jobs, our stage of life, our 
family and other variables.  However, most of us 
would share in common that we set aside time 
for family vacation and travel.  
 As a child growing up on a dairy farm, 
summer meant a lot of hard work and some time 
to play or go swimming somewhere close by.  In 
my teenage years, I could choose one week to go 
to summer camp at Camp Hebron.  At age 15, 
I was permitted to play church league softball 
as long as it did not interfere with summer 
farm chores.  As a college student, I got my first 
summer job off the farm at High Steel Company 
to help pay my college tuition.  Later as a teacher 
and coach, I supplemented my salary by coaching 
summer camps for students to improve their 
soccer and gymnastic skills.
 Summers usually bring a change of schedule 
and routine which is a good thing.  Change 
invites us to experience new things that hopefully 
renew, and refresh our spirits with God and 
others. In our churches, we often change our 
summer service times, and plan for a weekend 
retreat or picnics as a way to get to know each 
other in a different way.  Many of us plan a three- 
or four-day community Bible School to learn to 
know our community better.  
 Youth groups and intergenerational groups 
plan for service opportunities to learn and share 
together with others as a way to help bring about 
change and be changed.
 As a pastor, summer can be frustrating 
at times when so many persons come and go 
and attendance is “up and down” . . . up at the 
mountains or down at the shore. Perhaps we 
should embrace this time and have a special 
blessing for families at the beginning of the 

ACC 

Moderator’s 

Reflections 

John Denlinger, 
ACC Moderator

summer encouraging families to share pictures 
and stories of their renewal or refreshing times 
at the beach, climbing a mountain, or painting a 
strangers’ house.
 Scriptures remind us that rest and renewal 
is necessary. On the seventh day, God had finished 
creating and God rested and blessed this day 
and made it Holy. “My Presence will go with you 
and I will give you rest,” says the Lord. Psalm 23 
says it all. Isaiah says, “The Lord will renew their 
strength, They will soar on wings like Eagles…
The Lord’s appearing is as sure as the dawn, the 
Lord will come to us like the showers, like the rain 
that waters the earth.  O that I would have wings 
like a dove, I would fly away and be at rest!”
 So whether it is a long walk on a sunny day 
at the beach or at the mountains or splashing 
through puddles, soak up the refreshing blessings 
of the sights, sounds, and smells of summer.  
Slow down to reflect and Owe the Lord a 
Morning Song. Wake up and see that Morning has 
Broken and may the Healing Rivers of God flow 
through you as you bless others across the street 
and around the world.  Summer is here on Earth 
as it is in Heaven! Be Blessed!
            - John Denlinger, ACC Moderator  
     Ridgeview Mennonite 

Every ACC Credentialed Leader should know 
that Mennonite Church USA has developed 
a Ministerial Sexual Misconduct Policy and 
Procedure. The urgency to promote this awareness 
was highlighted at a leadership training event in 
March, hosted by MC USA, with trainers from 
FaithTrust Institute.  ACC’s Ministerial Leadership 
Committee appointed Dorcas Lehman and Steve 
Crane to attend, and since then, to join Joanne 
Dietzel (Conference Minister), John Denlinger 
(Moderator),  and Carmen Horst (MLC member) 
to form a Working Group.  Their primary task is to 
develop a pool of investigators prepared to respond 
to reports of ministerial sexual misconduct. ACC 
has adopted MC USA’s Policy and Procedure for 
this justice-making work. It is MLC’s desire that 
not only pastors, but also other congregational 
leaders and members will be aware and equipped to 
recognize and respond to ministerial misconduct. 
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Let’s journey 
forward with the 

love of Christ 
that transforms 
us, transforms 
others along 
the way, and 
witnesses to 
peace so that 

we may be filled 
with the fullness 

of God.

~ John Denlinger,
ACC Moderator

Voices Together,
our new future 

hymnal!

Jen Bowman 
Sauder,

Landisville
Mennonite

Moving Toward Jesus

(continued from page 1) 

that the black and white photos can 
turn to color photos (see top of 
page 5 in this issue). This fund is 
to provide assistance for continuing 
education of pastors and leaders. 
Small congregations and bi-
vocational pastors will be prioritized 
as recipients of this fund. The fund 
will be administered by Mennonite 
Foundation which will release 3-5% of 
the total fund for use each year. 
 Cindy Petersheim, CRM 
Coordinator, introduced three new 
CRMS (The Shalom Project, WellSpan 
Philhaven, and EMU at Lancaster)—
all who recently joined ACC. She 
reminded us that these CRMs are 
the arms and feet doing ministry in 
partnership with us. They need us! 
They invite volunteers, board members, 
and appreciate the encouragement of 
an Anabaptist connection from ACC 
members. 
 We heard more about Jon 
Carlson’s work with the MC USA 
Writing Team as they are preparing 
documents for church use titled 
“Renewed Commitments for MC 
USA—A Living Document for the 
Journey Forward Process.”
 And, a new hymnal—Voices 
Together—is coming! Many of us used 
the red hymnal for 23 years, and now 
the blue hymnal is 26 years old, so a 
new hymnal with 900 songs is in the 
works with MC USA! 
 Jen Bowman Sauder was 
approved for a 2.5 year term on the 
ACC Executive Committee, as an 
additional at-large member.
 We were saddened to release 
both the Eben-ezer Evangelical 
Mennonite Church in Bronx, NY, 
and Pocomoke River Church in 
Pocomoke, Md., at their requests.
    ~ Lois Ann Mast

 

Jennifer Bowman Sauder grew up in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia and studied English at 
Eastern Mennonite University. She wrote 
science curriculum for several years in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, and that role 
cemented her love of collaboration. Jen and 
her family moved to Lancaster County six 
years ago from Charlottesville, Virginia, and 
they attend Landisville Mennonite Church. Jen 
serves on the Ministry Leadership Team at 
Landisville, where she also enjoys singing and 
playing violin. She likes to spend her time 
reading and writing, preparing and eating food, 
doing projects at their home, and growing and 
tending things – vegetables, flowers, their three 
young children, their dog and their rabbit. 
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ACC leadership Transitions 

Beginnings:

Dorcas Lehman (Glenn) was ordained on 
May 6 at East Chestnut Street Mennonite 
Church. Dorcas has held a License 
for Specific Ministry with Lancaster 
Mennonite Conference and has most 
recently served as interim pastor at Taftsville 
Chapel Mennonite Fellowship in Vermont.

Dan Kemper (Michelle) was ordained 
on June 24 at Crossway Church in Ocean 
City, Maryland. Dan has served as pastor at 
Crossway since December 2016. 

Naomi Weaver ( Jim) was ordained on 
June 24 at James Street Mennonite Church, 
where she is a member. Naomi has held a 
License Toward Ordination from Lancaster 
Mennonite Conference and has served as 
Associate Pastor at Mount Joy Mennonite 
Church and as chaplain at Landis Homes.

Atlantic Coast Conference is seeking 
partners and their financial gifts to develop 
the Congregational Leadership Fund, an 
endowment to strengthen leadership capacities 
in ACC congregations by providing assistance 
for continuing education of pastors and leaders, 
assisting short-term congregational leadership 
needs, and resourcing faith formation initiatives 
that strengthen leadership. The vision for this 
fund is to partner together to create healthy 
congregational communities by strengthening 

t $0                             $120,364.87 (contributed so far)           $500,000t             t             

$500,000 Goal for Congregational Leadership Fund

congregational and pastoral leadership. At 
times, congregational leaders and pastors need 
financial resources beyond their capacity.  Small 
and congregations with less financial capacity 
and bi-vocational pastors would be prioritized as 
recipients of this fund. To contribute with large 
or small gifts, checks may be sent to Atlantic 
Coast Conference, 2257 Old Philadelphia Pike, 
Lancaster, PA 17602, with “CLF” in the memo 
line. Thank you for the almost $8,000 that was 
contributed in the past three months!

Centered in Christ
Building Connections

Sharing God’s Love

The “Women Doing Theology” Conference 
scheduled for November 8-10, 2018, will be 
held on the campus of Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana. This 
year’s theme is is “Talkin’ Bout a Revolution: 
Dialogue, Practice and the Work of Liberation”. 

Cost is $125. Check out website at: http://
mennoniteusa.org/what-we-do/peacebuilding/
women-in-leadership-project/wdt2018/?utm_
source=Bulletin+Announcements+6-3-
2018&utm_campaign=BAs+6.3.18&utm_
medium=email

Endings: 
Ana and Julio Damaso’s credentials were 
released to their congregation when Iglesia 
Evangelica Menonita Eben-Ezer was released 
from ACC membership at the 2018 Spring 
Assembly. 

Earl and Pansy Sheats’s credentials were 
released to their congregation when Pocomoke 
River Church was released from ACC 
membership at the 2018 Spring Assembly.

ACC Currents accepts advertising from 
ACC members and Anabaptist-related 
organizations at these rates:

                2”x2” size = $50.00
               3”x3” size = $75.00
               4”x4” size = $100.00

Camera-ready artwork should be sent 
to currents@atlanticcoastconference.net 
along with your name and address so that 
an invoice can be mailed.

Thank you
for your

donations!

ACC

news
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pOinT

OF yOUTH

t             

For 22 days, I lived in London, and for 22 days, 
I was keenly aware of the space I inhabited.
 Goshen College has an extra term during 
the month of May where students can stay on 
campus or travel abroad and take a course. I 
chose to take “Literature in London” along with 
29 of my peers. The course focused on post-
colonial African literature and was one of the 
most eye-opening experiences I have had thus 
far in my life. 
 However, the biggest thing I learned 
during my month abroad was not about African 
literature necessarily, but instead the concept of 
space—how we inhabit it, how much we take up, 
and whose we steal. 
 Many students in the course felt very 
comfortable being tourists in London. They 
would talk loudly on the metro, spread across 
the sidewalk, pay little attention when others 
tried to pass by on the street. It was painful to 
watch. Sometimes you could tell that locals were 
fed up with tourists by the look on their face or 
the speed of their walk around our group. 
 Watching these students got me to start 
thinking about myself—how did I act in public? 
Was I loud when I spoke at dinner? Did I spread 
out on the metro and take up too many seats? Was 
I mindful of others when walking down the street? 
 Our class also focused on space—the space 
African artists and authors were reclaiming after 
colonization. I had the opportunity to meet a 
handful of authors (Brian Chikwava, Nii Parkes, 
and Nadifa Mohamed—all phenomenal authors 
whom you should most definitely check out). 
For so long, the narrative of African countries 
was one of suffering and victimization due to 
colonization, but that is not the only story the 
countries have to tell. Fortunately, there are 
authors like Chikwava, Parkes, and Mohamed 
who are trying to reclaim their space and change 
the narrative. 
 And from there, I began to evaluate how 
much space I took up in everyday life, outside of 
my trip to London. When was I speaking over 
someone? When did I exclude others from the 

conversation? How often did I interject my own 
thoughts instead of listening to what others had 
to say? 
 So often we prioritize ourselves—we don’t 
truly listen to each other and wait for a moment 
to share our own experiences. Or we talk over 
someone because we think what we have to say 
is more important. We steal and steal and steal 
space until we have all the space we want. 
 I believe it is important to be aware of the 
space we inhabit, especially within the church 
context. Whose voices are we prioritizing 
within the church? Is it only men? Is it only 
white people? Whose space are we stealing 
for ourselves? Are we silencing women within 
the church? Are we silencing those who are 
marginalized? When should we be quiet and 
listen? When should we speak up? 
 This is something I am working on as a 
young woman, but also as a young woman of 
privilege. I am trying to speak only when it is 
needed and listen when it is vital. I am trying to 
take up space without stealing it from others. 
It is not easy, but it is so important that I try. 
I invite you to join me and be mindful of your 
own space.            
           ~Abigail King, Ridgeview 

S AV E  the  DAT E  
September 8, 2018 

Benet Auc on   
Chicken BBQ  

Children’s Ac vi es 

For more informa on or to donate items
Please contact advancement@landishomes.org  

(717) 509 5490 
Supports The Caring Fund 

the charitable care ministry of Landis Homes 

Abigail King
is a junior
at Goshen 
College in 

Goshen, Ind.,
and a member 
of Ridgeview 
Mennonite 

Church. 
She served

on the 
Youth Planning 
Committee for

Mennonite 
Convention 2017.

How Much Space
          Do we Take?
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AROUnD

OUR ACC

CHURCHes

On Saturday, March 31, youth from Conestoga Mennonite and Zion Mennonite 
Churches met together for an all-day retreat at Tel Hai Camp and Retreat Center. 
It was a beautiful and crisp spring day where we enjoyed lots of indoor and 
outdoor fun with spirited games of human foosball, 9-square in the air, ga-ga, 
and hungry hippos. Scott Roth, conference minister and pastor from Eastern 
District Conference, led the group in discussions about how to seek and 
celebrate God’s design for our lives in the face of pressures to live according 
to the expectations of others. He challenged us to make a difference in our 
community and bless others as he recounted ways that he strives to do that 
through mentoring youth at a bike shop and having an open table meal one 
evening a week for various guests.  The day ended with a campfire with smores, 
hotdogs, and roasted peeps (Easter eve).       ~ Steve Musselman, Zion Mennonite

$

$ $ $ CURRENCY CORNER $ $ $

     The most recent financial reports 
that I currently have available reflect 
our balances as of April 30, 2018. I am 
pleased to announce that our income over 
expenses for the 10 month period, July 1, 
2017-April 30, 2018, is $33,233.40. You 
may recall that we had budgeted a net gain 
for this fiscal year of $24,591.67. I am 
projecting that we will be very close to our 
budgeted amount by June 30. We do have 
some larger expenses that still need to be 
paid and some of our congregations have 
already paid their full amount for the year.
      On behalf of the executive 
committee I want to express my deep 
appreciation and thankfulness for the 
generous financial support we are receiving 
from our congregations. Building up a 
reserve in our general fund allows us to 
reflect on ways we can provide additional 
support and services to our member 
congregations. As always, our goal is to be 
faithful stewards of the financial resources 
that have been entrusted to us.   
   ~ Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer, Forest Hills

I had a totally unexpected epiphany while visiting my 
brothers and friends in the rural midwestern town 
where I grew up. Upon entering their retirement 
village, I recognized a woman pushing one of those 
ubiquitous carts. She was a former classmate, now in 
her 90s. An ordinary woman, we might say—with no 
degrees, no great accomplishments other than some 
very talented children. I greeted her by name, and she 
responded by asking me to identify myself. “Edgar 
Stoesz?” she asked? “Here from Mountain Lake?” My 
name seemed to bring back memories.
 Then she asked, “Could we sit down and talk 
a bit?” I complied, and she proceeded to launch into 
a most beautiful . . . what should I call it? She said it 
better than I can now remember; instead of the too 
common organ recital—a litany of aches and pains—
she merely said, “If only we could accept the simple 
idea that God loves us—and everyone!” Her emphasis 
was on the word “everyone.”  “Everyone!” With a hand 
gesture and shaking her head for emphasis, she added, 
“Not some down here and others up there, but God 
loves us all equally now and always.” 
 It came from so deep inside her soul. “God 
loves us all—everyone!” I shall always remember that 
moment! Ah, yes, those dear hearts and gentle people 
who live and love in my hometown.
     ~ Edgar Stoesz, Akron

youth Retreat Day

at Tel Hai Camp
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News, 

notes, and 

announcements 

may be sent to 

Currents editor:

currents@ 

atlanticcoast

conference.net

Nickels for Neighbors grant 
recipient in 2018 will be the Radical Living 
Urban Youth Garden in Brooklyn, NY. The 
Urban Youth Garden partners with local 
congregations to use their green space and 
kitchen to teach young people how to grow 
and prepare their own food. 
 Recently, Radical Living has been 
granted a large community garden by the 
city of New York. By engaging, educating, 
and equipping youth, the UYG supports 
youth of color as they make healthy life 
choices and positively impact the broader 
community through creating green spaces 
and developing sustainability projects.

 ACC congregations are 
encouraged to collect funds 
now through October for this 
project. Funds will be collected 
at the 2018 Annual Assembly 
Celebration on October 27 
at Akron Mennonite Church. 
The N4N webpage (www.
atlanticcoastconference.net/
n4n) includes more information, 
a promotional powerpoint to 
show in your congregation, and a 
collection can label. 
 Contact the conference office with any 
questions, office@atlanticcoastconference.net.

news & 

nOTes
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ACC high school-age youth are invited to 
the annual Fall Retreat at Refreshing Mountain 
on September 14-16. The weekend’s activities 
will include a high ropes course, zipline 
and climbing wall at night, nearly infinite 
amounts of ice cream, worship, and input from 
speaker Melody Pannell, professor at Eastern 
Mennonite University. Youth leaders can look 
for more information about the retreat in the 
coming weeks with details posted online at 
atlanticcoastconference.net/retreat. 

The seventh annual foot washing 
service was observed this past March at 
The Bowery Mission in NYC—“perhaps 
the most sacred service of the year for our 
community,” cited Jason Storbakken. 
“I have washed Brother Burtham’s feet 
every year for many years, and a few years 
back, God gave me a holy 
vision while washing his 
feet. I even shared some of 
his story recently at the 
foot washing service at the 
United Nations. Ask me 
sometime and I will tell 
you more!

ACC

news

The Church and Young Adults” was the 
theme of the Spring 2018 issue of Vision: A 
Journal for Church and Theology. This free online 
journal is produced by Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary and Canadian Mennonite 
University: http://bit.lyVisionSpring2018 to 
download any or all of the articles. 

Pathways, the Journey Forward
study guide is now available 
online and invites congregations
across MC USA to engage in 
studying Scripture, singing, 
praying, storytelling, exploring 
Anabaptist history and values, and discussing 
how they see God working in their lives. 
“Pathways engages us as a community in Bible 
study and centers us around Jesus Christ, the 
living Word,” said Iris de León-Hartshorn. 
“As each community contributes to the larger 
community of faith, we enrich, teach, and inspire 
each other to join God in our context.”

Mennonite Mission Network is seeking 
young adults to serve with the Tanzania 
Mennonite Church in its National Youth 
Ministry Team. For more information, check 
out website at Journey International Tanzania 
or contact Sharon Norton at SharonN@
MennoniteMission.net.

evenTs

Save
these
dates.

High
School
Youth

For more information, contact Admissions at 717-740-2429 
or visit lancastermennonite.org

FALL DROP-IN
VISITORS DAY

OCT. 8 • 9 A.M. - NOON
All Campuses • PreK-12
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September 14-16, 2018
Fall Youth Retreat
Refreshing Mountain

Friday, October 26, 2018
ACC Leadership Resource Day
Akron Mennonite Church

Saturday, October 27, 2018
ACC Fall Assembly
Akron Mennonite Church



3/5/2018 Custom Word Search Puzzle

https://www.puzzle-maker.com/cgi-bin/wswo.cgi 1/1

R  U  T  N  U  B  U  E  C  A  R  G  S  M  V  Y  B  R  I

S  R  E  T  S  A  C  N  A  L  Y  T  I  N  U  M  M  O  C

I  H  D  L  A  N  D  I  S  V  I  L  L  E  Z  J  Y  U  V

C  E  H  K  D  C  V  T  R  T  Y  I  S  B  M  G  D  R  Y

H  R  P  G  U  T  V  K  Y  P  I  L  G  R  I  M  S  Z  N

E  R  Y  T  Y  S  L  L  I  H  T  S  E  R  O  F  Y  N  I

Y  T  I  N  U  M  M  O  C  P  I  H  S  D  N  E  I  R  F

E  X  Y  E  L  O  B  I  W  J  L  I  U  D  H  R  T  U  C

E  O  R  L  G  L  R  N  T  E  P  Z  Q  H  Q  D  F  Y  L

O  E  T  Z  Q  V  I  J  S  M  L  W  M  U  K  Y  L  S  B

C  W  F  W  S  Z  A  P  N  O  R  K  A  O  Z  F  C  M  I

E  R  O  M  I  T  L  A  B  H  T  R  O  N  Z  S  V  Z  R

Y  D  V  U  M  A  N  H  A  T  T  A  N  N  U  Z  X  E  C

V  U  X  D  L  I  N  D  J  H  P  T  O  G  Y  K  C  O  H

S  R  K  N  L  S  E  B  R  B  X  Q  T  V  X  Z  W  T  G

B  C  L  N  V  L  G  C  T  N  Q  B  S  O  N  T  T  E  R

R  V  B  C  U  T  D  Y  A  W  S  S  O  R  C  A  A  D  O

B  D  N  A  L  L  O  H  W  E  N  U  B  V  O  N  T  W  V

A  F  R  I  C  A  N  C  O  M  M  U  N  I  T  Y  G  E  E

AFRICANCOMMUNITY GRACEUBUNTU
AKRON LANDISVILLE

BIRCHGROVE MANHATTAN
BOSTON NEWHOLLAND

COMMUNITYLANCASTER NORTHBALTIMORE
CROSSWAY OLEY

FORESTHILLS PILGRIMS
FRIENDSHIPCOMMUNITY  

It is not too 
early to begin 

collecting
your nickels, 

dimes, quarters, 
and even
pennies 

for ACC’s

Nickels 
for 

Neighbors! 
This year, 

we are
helping the 

Radical 
Living Urban 

Youth 
Garden in 

Brooklyn, NY. 
See page 7 
for more

information.

ACC KiDs

 AnD Teens

ACC
children

and
teens 

are invited
to

 contribute
to this
page!

ALERT: This page is open for any 
news about or from ACC children and 
youth. Please send to Editor (see contact 
information on page 2).

Children who attended the ACC Spring Assembly at Hope Community Church of Fleetwood had fun!
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African Community
Akron
Birch Grove
Boston
Community Lancaster

ACC Church Word Search #2
Crossway
Forest Hills
Friendship Community
Grace Ubuntu
Landisville

Manhattan
New Holland
North Baltimore
Oley
Pilgrims



 When Landis Communities was formed, it selected 
as a mission Following God’s call to creatively serve the diverse 
needs and interests of older adults by developing opportunities 
and collaborative relationships. Since then, the organization has 
worked hard to expand the palette of services available to those 
throughout the Lancaster region.  Now across the organization, 
more than 1,500 residents and clients are served by more than 
500 team members.  CEO/President Larry Zook says, “We 
continue seeking out ways to grow our ability to serve a wider 
range of persons, both in terms of offering different living 
accommodations and bringing services to where they live.”  
  Siegfried Wendt came to the U.S. from Germany after 
WWII.  As he aged, Siegfried encountered a health issue 
preventing him from being alone during the day. His children 
began looking for a place for him to go that would provide 
him with fun, structure, and opportunities to relate to others. 
They found Adult Day Services (ADS) at Landis Homes and 
Siegfried began attending in 2012. 
 Recently, Siegfried needed more care than was possible in 
the ADS program. His family was worried about their ability to 
pay for increased care.  However, he was able to move to Welsh 
Mountain Home, a personal care home also affiliated with 
Landis Communities. His daughter Tina shared, “I am amazed 
by his excitement when we toured Welsh Mountain Home. I 
have no doubt God has truly answered my simple prayer to be 
merciful to both myself and my Dad, something I prayed often 
over the past several years.”
 Mountain View Terrace is located across the road from 
Welsh Mountain Home. It provides 36 independent living 
apartments for persons with less than average income. Sam 
Waters and his wife Jill who attend Conestoga Mennonite 
Church moved there a month ago and they love it. Not only the 
apartment, but also the surrounding natural beauty. The Waters 
run a non-profit counseling ministry located at Conestoga 
Mennonite Church, providing no-cost counseling services to 
uninsured and under insured persons in Chester, Berks, and 
Lancaster counties. They are grateful for the new apartment and 
Landis Communities is grateful for Sam’s nature pictures.
 Staff at Steeple View Lofts, age 55+ rental apartments 
in downtown Lancaster, were hearing that having the 
ability to purchase pre-made meals would benefit residents. 
Conversations among other parts of the organization led to a 
great arrangement.  Dining Services at Landis Homes makes 
wonderful soups and meals on a regular basis.  Since Landis At 
Home (in home services provider) was already serving residents 
of Steeple View Lofts, and have their office at Landis Homes, 
it made perfect sense for delivery to be done by this part of the 
organization. Now residents are able to have meals delivered 
right to their apartment, allowing them to have nutritious meals 
without needing to always cook.
 Landis Communities is committed to keeping retirement 
living strong and vital; to providing a number of affordable living 
options, including new models of age 55+ active adult living; 
to provide services at home—supporting aging in place, and to 
developing creative partnerships in support of all of these areas. 

Photo Credit: Sam Waters.
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Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches, Christian 
organizations, youth summer camp, 
outdoor ed. school program, challenge 
ropes, road scholar programs for seniors.

Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
Ministry of the New York City 
Mennonite churches, founded in 1969; 
with mission to empower youth to serve 
in the city. Summer children’s camps. 

Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
www.camphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this ministry 
offers a variety of overnight camps and 
year-round events for all ages to connect 
with God, nature, and each other. 

Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 717-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
www.choicebooks.org
Reaching People for Christ, 
One Book at a Time

Eastern Mennonite Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd., P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips and supports 200 workers in 
39 countries, focusing particularly 
where the church is weak or nonexistent.

EMU at Lancaster
1846 Charter Lane, P.O. Box 10936
Lancaster, PA 17605
Phone: 717-397-5190
lancaster@emu.edu
www.emu.edu/lancaster
Community, Flexibility, and 
Convenience as we educate adult 
learners in Lancaster for 30 years

Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466
Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
Non-profit, Christian ministry
serving residential services for 
developmental disabled since 1972.

Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org 
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, Apart-
ments, Assisted Living, Memory 
Support, Skilled Nursing Households, 
Adult Day Services, Garden Spot 
Village At Home, Center for Health. 

Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of first permanent settlement 
of Mennonites in America through 
which most North American 
Mennonites have symbolically passed.
 
Harmonies Music Ministry 
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new Christian 
music resources for the church world-
wide through performance, resource 
development, and leadership training.

Kairos: School of 
Spiritual Formation 
301 St. Thomas Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-669-2957 
office@KAIROSjourney.org
www.kairosjourney.org
Programs in spiritual formation and 
spiritual direction in weekend retreats. 
Other opportunities include day 
retreats and experiential prayer 
sessions in congregational settings.

Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751 

lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org 
Educates, inspires, and promotes the 
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the 
Mennonite expression of Anabaptist 
tradition. Offers educational library/
archives, bookstore, and museum.

Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-299-0436
Fax: 717-509-4088
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at: 
   • Hershey Campus, K-12
   • Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
   • Lancaster Campus, 6-12
   • Locust Grove Campus, PreK-6
   • New Danville Campus, PreK-5

Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-381-3500
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Following God’s call to creatively serve 
the diverse needs and interests of older 
adults by developing opportunities and 
collaborative relationships.

Mennonite Home Communities 
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org 
Providing care to seniors for 100 years  
in cottage and apartment residences, 
assisted living, health care, and 
rehabilitative therapies.

New Holland Early 
Learning Center
18 Western Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557 
Phone: 717-354-4440
wcoleman@nhelc.org
www.creatingcommunityforkids.com
Creating community for kids.

New Person Ministries 
P.O. Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and 
provides community reentry services.

No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891

office@nlam.org
NLAM provides professional services 
to build hope to individuals and 
families experiencing mental illness.

Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
Outreach ministry of NBMC that 
includes a Brethren Voluntary Service 
unit, Asylum Seekers Housing 
Network, New Lens, and housing.

Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street, P.O. Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrates 45 years of rebuilding lives 
and community by teaching skills to 
solve housing and financial problems. 

Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
info@telhai.org
www.telhai.org 
Provided housing in cottage and 
apartment residences, personal care, 
Adult Day Services, health care, and 
rehabilitative therapies for 60+ years

The City School (formerly 
Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.)
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
kwieder@cityschool.org
http://cityschool.org/
Trains and disciples students, bringing 
light to the city—one child at a 
time preparing students since 1968. 
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12.

The Shalom Project
P.O. Box 1132
Lancaster, PA 17608
Phone: 267-222-0730
nathan@shalomlancaster.org
One-year voluntary service program 
for college grads living in an intentional 
community house, serving full-time 
internships, experiencing and extending 
God’s shalom (wholeness and peace).

WellSpan Philhaven
283 South Butler Rd., P.O. Box 550
Mt. Gretna, PA 1706
717-273-8871
South central Pennsylvania’s most 
comprehensive behavioral health 
organization with 54 programs and 
27 care locations. For 65 years, they 
have focused on treating the mind, 
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 The New Holland Mennonite Church 
building is starting to show the wear and tear 
of being close to 50 years old. The heating 
system in the sanctuary and fellowship hall 
that was limping along for a few years, finally 
died about a year ago. We immediately fixed 
the fellowship hall heat since it is used for the 
Early Learning Center classrooms during the 
week. We had enough money in a building 
improvement fund to cover that expense. 
         Our congregation is small with an 
average attendance on a Sunday morning of 
about 45. Many of our members are on fixed 
incomes, so we held off on replacing the heat in 
the sanctuary and met in the Fellowship Hall 
in the spring and fall when the sanctuary was 
too cold. The heating system was fixed and we 
were back in the sanctuary the last Sunday of 
December 2017.

      At our annual congregational 
meeting on February 11, we discussed 
how to pay back the $19,000 loan that 
we incurred. During the meeting, the 
Property Committee informed us that the 
heating system in the rest of the building 
was on its very last leg and would cost an 
additional $16,000 to fix. Now, instead 
of $19,000, we needed to raise $35,000. 
We realized that we needed to have 
more information before we could make 
a decision on how to move forward to 
pay back the current loan and the extra 
$16,000. We planned to meet again as a 
congregation during Sunday School on 
March 4.
  That Sunday afternoon, I received an 
email from someone who grew up in our 
congregation. She lives several hours away 

but had heard of our need. She wrote: “Dear 
Dawn. After hearing about the need for funds 
for heating system repairs, I felt prompted to 
consider how my husband and I could help. We 
have a foundation where we can 

Thus Far 

the lord 

Has 

Helped Us 

by Pastor 
Dawn Ranck Hower

recommend grants to charitable organizations, 
including churches. We would like to send you a 
grant of $10,000 towards the heating system repairs. 
This would be a grant and not a loan.”
  I sat stunned. Wow! I don’t cry often but this 
brought me to tears. My experience in the past 
3½ years in this congregation, is that every time I 
wonder how things will work out, God provides a 
miracle. I am slow to learn to trust.
  The Leadership Team decided to wait until 
we received the check to tell this good news to the 
congregation.
  In the meantime, the Leadership Team asked 
people to write how much they thought they 
would be able to give toward the heating system 
in 2018 on their offering envelopes and put them 
in the offering in the two Sundays before the next 
meeting. This way we would have an exact number 
to talk about with the congregation.
  The first week after our meeting, we received 
pledges for $19,000 from a variety of people in 
the congregation. The following week we received 
pledges that brought the total to $39,000 which 
was $4,000 more than we need! 
  The Leadership Team met to process this 
news! We decided to move forward with the 
congregational meeting, and began the meeting 
by outlining the debt, then wrote the amount of 
pledges received, and told the congregation about 
the gift of $10,000. We waited a few minutes for 
the numbers to sink in. The congregation was 
thanked for their generosity and we began to 
celebrate, praising God for this miracle that was 
indeed more than we could ask or imagine!
  Together we built an Ebenezer for “thus far 
the LORD has helped us”.  Each person was asked 
to write a Bible verse of praise or thanksgiving on 
a paper rock and then to read the verse and add it 
to the pile of rocks. 
  And once again this pastor learned a valuable 
lesson about relying on God. God is not finished 
with us yet. And for that, we say “Thank you!”
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      Praise God for miracles—more than we could ask or imagine!


