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As people of God wanting to be known as followers of Jesus Christ, we strive to fulfill God’s command to love 

God with all of one’s being and love our neighbor at all times. The call to share God’s love means that we are 

witnesses of God’s love and goodness in our lives both in word and deed. We invite you to walk and run with 

us as we follow Jesus in our many diverse settings and walks of life. 

God is doing a new thing yet God sustains history and principles upon which to venture out with new 

initiatives. ACC is an association of congregations and conference related ministries following expressions of 

faith; mission and service; justice and peace, guided by Mennonite Anabaptist convictions. In practice with 

other Christian traditions, we strive to leave positive impact in our communities which invite others to walk the 

journey toward God with us. 



For everything there is a season writes the author of 
Ecclesiastes.  A time for every thing on the earth.  Today 
is the season and time for Atlantic Coast Conference to 
celebrate 40 Years of life. 
 

Forty is one of those holy numbers in scriptures that 
speaks to different beginnings and endings.  Forty years 
the Children of Israel wandered in the wilderness to finally 
find their way to the Promised Land.  Forty years is often 
referred to as a generation.    
 

For Forty Years, a generation, ACC has been shaped and 
molded by God and God’s people into who we are today.  
We are 38 congregations who strive to be Centered in 
Christ, Building Connections and Sharing God’s love with 
all God’s people and all of creation. 
 

We are individuals, families, young, old, traditional, 
progressive, “cradle” Mennonites and beyond, we are 
persons of color and white speaking different languages 
all the while being sisters and brothers in Christ.  We are 
diverse in thinking and living, we are rich, poor and in 
between all the while being brothers and sisters in Christ.  
We are all God’s people! 
 

Conference Life means different things for different 
people.  Part of the beauty of ACC, if I can say that, was 
created “in the beginning” when wise leaders chose to 
empower Congregations as the center of our life together 
and not the Conference.   The Executive Committee and 
Conference Ministers try to embody that mindset of being 
one body with each other as a Conference and yet 
supporting and encouraging each congregation to be 
relevant to our local community and context. 
 

This past year ACC has 
settled into a year of less 
change and trying to 
learn what our new norm 
or this new season and 
time are like.  In a sense, 
after 40 years, we are 
beginning a new 
generation of life and 
people.  As you can see 
in the individual church 
reports God is doing 
incredible things in our 
personal lives as well as 
in our church 
communities!  It’s a new 
day! 
 

May we continue to remember the past, celebrate the 
present and embrace the future that God has for each of 
us as individuals, congregations and Atlantic Coast 
Conference. 
 

Executive Committee Members:  John H. Denlinger, 
Conference Moderator, Jon Carlson, Ass’t Conference 
Moderator, Ken Martin Treasurer, Rachel Mast, 
Secretary. Brenda Martin Hurst, Jannat Veras, and 
Jennifer Bowman Sauder are members at large.  We will 
be adding one member at large. 
 
John Denlinger, Conference Moderator 

 Removed Ebenezer Evangelical Mennonite Church 
from conference church-plant listing after several years 
of no contact (July 2017) 

 Received letter of affiliation withdrawal from Holly 
Grove (September 2017) 

 Approved Wellspan Philhaven as a new Conference 
Related Ministry (November, 2017) 

 Approved ongoing discussion between Finance & 
Stewardship Committee and North Baltimore MC about 
the sale of the Reservoir Hill House of Peace to the 
congregation (November 2017) 

 Approved Eastern Mennonite University—Lancaster as 
a Conference Related Ministry (January 2018) 

 

 

 

 Adopted a Corporate Resolution to establish the 
Congregational Leadership Fund endowment (January 
2018) 

 Received 2018-2019 budget as presented and 
recommend approval by delegate assembly (March, 
2018) 

 Received letters of affiliation withdrawal from 
Pocomoke River Church and Iglesia Evangelica 
Menonita Eben Ezer (March 2018) 
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Exec. Committee 

and staff mem-

bers join for their 

annual picnic at 

the Denlinger’s 

home in August. 



The past year has been full of life and 
activity.  Our staff team has the delightful 
responsibility to resource our pastors and 
congregations.    
 

We feel blessed to work with you in vision 
and purpose.  The following are personal 
stories of how we have been inspired by our 
experiences during the last year.  
 

     As editor of the quarterly Conestoga 
Connections, I see ACC very blessed by 
writers, contributors, and even children and 
youth who contribute to our newsy newsletter 
to keep us connected. It is very rare that 
when I send an email out to someone 
requesting a photo or article, that I do not 
receive a prompt response—a blessing for 
sure! 
- Lois Ann Mast, Currents Editor 

 

     In our setting, ACC congregations unite 
with Lancaster Mennonite Conference 
churches through the New York City Council 
of Mennonite Churches. I am inspired to see 
that our ministry brings us together to share 
worship spaces, and to operate Camp 
Deerpark and the New York Mennonite 
Immigration Program.  
-Sylvia Shirk, NYC Conference Minister 

 

     I was inspired this year by CRM(s) who 
have a passionate desire to stay connected 
to their roots/founding churches - - even as 
they branch out to serve the broader 
community 
- Cindy Petersheim, CRM Coordinator 

 

     I find much hope in the stories of gratitude 
for God’s faithfulness and love, in the 
generosity, love, and justice shared with 
those on the margins, and in God’s grace 
and strength holding congregations together 
during difficult times.  God is here among us  
as agents of God’s Creative Spirit in this 
world. 
- Joanne Dietzel, Conference Minister 

 

     One of the ways I was inspired during the 
past year was working with pastoral search 
committees.  I enjoy the relationships with 
those around the table and have been 
invigorated by the way God’s Spirit moves 
among us as we share this important work! 
- Merv Stoltzfus, Executive Conference 
Minister 

 

     This year I've been inspired by the 
generosity so many within our congregations 
have shown by participating in relief of those 
impacted by storms in Puerto Rico and 
Texas. We saw an overwhelming response 

from those wanting to lend a hand and share 
God’s love with our neighbors in the south.                                                        
-Brook Musselman, Conference Coordinator 

 

     One thing I was inspired by  this year was 
the generosity of the ACC congregations and 
Friends of ACC. After several years of 
financial strain and budget deficits, to end the 
fiscal year with a surplus is a blessing and a 
testament of how God works through his 
people.  
- Njoki Njoroge, ACC Finance Secretary  

 

     I was inspired this year by the youth 
leaders in our conference, in the way they 
care for one another and their youth. What a 
joy it is to hear the stories how God moves in 
the lives of our youth through their ministry. 
- Dwight Rohrer, Conference Youth Minister  

 

     I am thankful for the opportunity to 
minister among the diverse range of our NYC 
churches. I was inspired by the great 
diversity of the congregations and their ability 
to contextualize the message of the Gospel 
into specific cultural, racial, economic, and 
even theological settings. It is wonderful to 
see the Body of Christ alive and ministering 
within the challenges of an urban 
environment. 
-Steve Crane, NYC Interim Conference 
Minister.  (served January through July while 
Sylvia was on leave.) 

 

Our team thoroughly enjoys the opportunity 
to serve with the 
people and 
congregations of 
ACC.  We are 
thankful for the 
sense of purpose 
and vision that our 
congregations 
display as they 
seek to be faithful.  
It has been a 
privilege to walk 
with our congregations in this endeavor.  
 

“Centered in Christ, Building Connections 
Sharing God’s Love” 

 
               Merv R. Stoltzfus 
               Executive Conference Minister 
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Raised for Nickels for 

Neighbors recipient, the 

New Holland Early Learn-

ing Center, a ministry of 

New Holland Mennonite 

Church 

Number of actively-

credentialed ministers 

serving ACC 

congregations and 

communities  

Total number of quizzers 

participating in ACC 

Bible Quizzing in 2018 

Total endowment funds 

donated to date for 

ACC’s Congregational 

Leadership Fund  

Conference Related 

Ministries doing work in 

our communities on 

behalf of ACC 

congregations 

Full Time Equivalency 

staff time split between 6 

staff members 

 
Boxes of food packed 

and donated by ACC 

congregations in 

partnership with MDS 

and MCC 

New Conference Related 

Ministry: Eastern 

Mennonite University—

Lancaster 
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In 2018, the Gift Discernment 
Committee (GDC) looked at 
leadership terms that were expiring 
and invited leaders to continue, or 
found replacements. This year there 
were 8 positions that needed such 
attention. On the GDC committee 
itself, we welcomed Stan Shantz 
(James St) and Nancy Stauffer 
(Landisville). Having committee 
members from churches that have 
recently joined the ACC has opened 
up many doors and connections to fill 
ACC leadership positions. We 
continue to strive for filling positions 
with active church members of 
diverse ethnic, gender and 
congregational representation. 
  
As a new chairperson, I am excited 
about the work of not only the Gift 
Discernment Committee, but also the 
ACC leadership in general and am 
constantly amazed at the wonderful, 
loyal, hard-working people that agree 
to serve in  leadership positions. I am 
also very grateful for the input and 
guidance from other GDC members 
that include Merv Stoltzfus, Julia 
Dunst (Zion), Larry Massanari 
(Frazer), as well as Stan and Nancy. 
  
Lyndell Thiessen (Blossom Hill), chair 

 
The committee currently has five 
women working together to plan an 
annual Dinner in October, just before 
Fall Assembly, and a Spring event at 
Material Resource center where we 
work on MCC projects.    
  
The dinner consists of a meal and an 
inspirational speaker.  In 2017 we 
listened to speaker Karen Sensenig 
share her experience of journeying 
with a church in welcoming 
immigrants.  These meetings also 
include an offering which is donated 
to a worthy cause.  
  
The event at Material Resource 
center involves us working at MCC 
projects and learning about the work 
the MCC is providing.  This generally 
takes place on a Sat. morning in 
May, and we share a light lunch 
together before ending our time 
together.  
  
We would welcome new committee 
members to help plan and facilitate 
these events.  We also welcome 
suggestions of activities or service 
projects Mennonite women would be 
interested in participating in. 
 
 
Joyce Martin (Zion), chair    

 
ACC’s Peace & Justice Committee 
helps to facilitate service, education 
and advocacy for congregations of 
Atlantic Coast Conference. We 
believe that following Jesus means 
working for peace and justice and 
engaging with the world around us. 
We fulfill this task largely with and 
through our network of 
congregational peace and justice 
advocates. One of our goals this 
year was to more clearly articulate 
the purpose of the advocate role as 
a connection between the 
congregation and the broader 
church, including ACC’s P&J 
Committee. We’re always looking for 
new ways that advocates can let us 
know about the work being done in 
their congregations and for us to 
inform them of needs and work 
being done by the Church. 
 
The committee also promotes 
several annual projects: 

 The 2017 Peace Mug was given 
to Mark and Malinda Clatterbuck 
of Community Mennonite Church 
of Lacnaster for their work 
protesting a local pipeline 
installation 

 The MCC Food Box Drive 
collected 245 boxes for 
distribution to local families in 
need of immediate relief 

 We shared 34 Peace Packets 
with high school-age youth to 
inform them of service 
opportunities after high school, 
their options relating to 
registration and Jesus’ call to 
peacemaking. 

 
Brook Musselman, interim chair 
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Congregations flourish when pastor(s) and 
congregation are empowered by a common 
understanding of being the Body of Christ in their local 
setting. It is with this end goal in mind that the 
Ministerial Leadership Commission carries out it’s 
work on behalf of the congregations of Atlantic Coast 
Conference. It is our prayer that our work in 
combination with the Executive Committee and other 
parts of Mennonite Church USA enable our 
congregations to “grow as communities of grace, joy 
and peace, so that, God’s healing and hope flow 
through them to the world.”  
 
To do this, during the past year we: 
 

 Interviewed persons for ministry in congregations 
as well as in chaplain roles  

 Provided required training in maintaining healthy 
boundaries for persons credentialed by ACC 

 Sent several persons for training in investigating 
sexual abuse by a credentialed leader and 
established a group ready to carry out an 
investigation should it be needed  

 Reviewed and responded to a complaint (not 
sexual) filed about a pastor  

 Discussed how the MLC strengthens the center 
of who we are and expectations for potential 
pastors  

 Discussed continuing education opportunities and 
possible expectations for pastors  

 
The committee has six regularly scheduled meetings 
per year with occasional extra meetings scheduled for 
interviews. We ask for you continued prayers as we 
minister on behalf of the congregations of ACC. 
 
J. Richard Thomas, chair 
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New Credentials & Assignments 
 
Transferred / Recognized 
 Lowell Gerber Blossom Hill 
 Ron Adams, Landisville 
 Amy Yoder McGloughlin, Frazer 
 Robert Kanagy, Ridgeview 
 Audrey Kanagy, Ridgeview 
 Karen Sensenig, Laurel Street 
 
Newly Licensed 
 Nina Kaufman Harnish, Forest Hills 
 Lori Witmer, Hebron 
 
Newly Ordained 
 Dorcas Miller Lehman, Neffsville 
 Dan Kemper, Crossway 
 Naomi Weaver, James Street 
 Rachel Mast, Conestoga 
 Leslie Homer-Cattell, Community  
 
Began a New Role 
 Jason Storbakken, Manhattan 
  

Assignments Ended 
  
 Brenda Martin Hurst, Frazer 
 James Wengerd, released with Holly Grove 
 Julio Damaso, released with Ebenezer 
 Ana Damaso, released with Ebenezer 
 Earl Sheats, released with Pocomoke River 
 Pansy Sheats, released with Pocomoke River 
 Kathryn Heinzel, transferred to Allegheny Conf. 
 

Interim Assignments, began & ended 
  
 Howard Garver, Landisville 
 Nelson Yoder, Frazer 
 Steve Crane, NYC Conference Minister for ACC 



 
One of the objectives of the Finance and Stewardship Committee has been to 
increase the operating reserve for the Atlantic Coast Conference. For several years 
the conference used the reserve fund to meet the operating expenses of the 
conference. This year we are blessed to end the year with a net surplus of $26,501. 
Instead of using the reserve account to pay the operating expenses, like we did in 
previous years, we are able to add to the reserve account. The surplus this year 
increased the conference reserve balance to $45,183 at June 30, 2018.  
 
The budget 2018-19 plans for a surplus of $30,250 to be add to the reserve 
account. The committee feels that this surplus will provide financial stability in our 
conference finances. The reserve will allow the conference to respond to the needs 
of the congregations through new or expanded programs. 
 
The Finance and Stewardship Committee greatly appreciates the financial support 
from our congregations. Your giving is allowing the conference to achieve a strong 
financial position. We encourage all member congregations to continue to 
financially support the Conference budget this coming year.  
 
Larry McJunkin, chair 
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“You can discover more about a person in 

an hour of play than in a year of 

conversation" - Plato. . . And play we did at 

the ACC Youth Retreat held September 14

-16 at Refreshing Mountain Camp in 

Stevens PA.   About 90 youth, grades 9-

12, and their advisor teams from across 

the conference made it a priority to spend 

time in worship, singing, discerning 

scripture and connecting with other church 

youth groups in the great outdoors.    

 

Beautiful sunny weather welcomed Friday 

evening to kick off the annual event with 

favorite songs, both traditional and 

contemporary led by the Ridgeview 

Mennonite worship band. Our guest 

speaker, Melody Pannell, made a profound 

impact on the journey of becoming 

peacemakers.  We were challenged to 

identify peacemaking choices within our 

own life circumstances.  Every day 

experiences and ordinary conversations 

open doors and create opportunities to 

plant seeds of peace.   

 

Genesis 8:22 “While the earth remains, 

seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night, shall 

not cease.” This scripture verse is a 

familiar one to the many youth and adults 

who participated in the ACC sponsored 

Bible Quizzing season this year.  An 

energizing interdenominational competition 

for Bible text memorization, study and 

expression took place focused on the book 

of Genesis.   

 

We are thankful for many opportunities like 

these to accept the challenge to dive 

deeper into scripture, live out the Gospel 

and show God’s love in the world. 

Equipping future generations by nurturing 

their faith in God and relationships with 

one another affirms our calling to make 

disciples of all nations.    

 

Karyn Nancarvis, chair 9 



Atlantic Coast conference began the 2017-2018 fiscal year 

with 36 diverse congregations and church plants 

affiliating to create our conference family. The histories, 

faces, and expressions of faith are widely varied: from 

centuries old Lancaster County congregations like 

Conestoga Mennonite to new works such as an 

intentional community in New York City called Radical 

Living.  

While more than half of ACC’s congregations are located 

in Southeastern Pennsylvania, our geographical 

representation is diverse as well, stretching from the 

Mennonite Congregation of Boston to Ocean City, MD 

near the southern-most tip of Maryland, west to Birch 

Grove Mennonite Church in northwestern Pennsylvania. 

 
Our Sunday morning worship services continue to be “centered in Christ” even as we experimented a bit during the month 
of August.  We moved to our older, smaller worship space which brought us closer together physically, squeezing in around 
tables.  We connected emotionally as we shared the laughter and joy of the resurrection when we considered stories of 
Isaac’s birth, Jonah, Jesus healing a blind man, and the wedding of Cana.  Children and adults alike enjoyed dramatization 
of scripture and the snacks.  Throughout the year we “built ecumenical 
connections” with Zion Lutheran Church in Akron.  Our interaction 
centered on the work of dismantling racism in the public education 

funding system.  We held a joint Christian Education class, traveled to a 
rally in Harrisburg and then welcomed Zion members to worship with us 
on July 1 when their pastor was out of town.  We equip each other to 
“share God’s love” with the people we meet throughout the week.  Adults 
spend their days as part of the business sector, the education system, 
the service industry and retirement communities.  Our children are found 
in public and private schools.  In all these places, we ‘pass God’s peace’ 
in a world longing for shalom. 
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Our church continue to grow strong;   We completed our house building  mission to Haiti since the earth quake several 
years ago.    In total we helped build five houses.    We have started three mission ministries in Kenya, among the 
unreached people groups.  I will be visiting these Churches in early October.    We continue to pray for the space for 
worship.    This has been taking long than expected.   Sometimes we feel like alone.    But the Lord keep on assuring us that 
He will be with us until the end of the Time.    



 
We at Birch Gove in Port Allegany Pa have been blessed to help meet the 
needs of our neighbors through our food pantry that we have named, 
“Gathered at the Grove’” Through this ministry we extend and share the love of 
Christ with all who come and we strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus to 
them. We with others from the community, come together to serve and build 
relationships with many who sometimes just need a listening and caring heart 
to turn too. We strive to be centered in Christ by following his example of 
serving and meeting the needs of our neighbors. We give thanks and praise to 
our Lord Jesus for making this all possible and for the many ways we have 
been blessed through it. 
 
Dale Detweiler, Pastor 

 

For the past six months in our adult Sunday school class we’ve been viewing and discussing a 
video series about choosing not to take offense, choosing to forgive, and dealing with people 
graciously when problems do need to be confronted.  It’s been very convicting, and showed us 
some ways to keep unity in the body of Christ. 
Last Winter and Spring we had “Worship Zone,” a chance for Bethel kids and neighborhood kids 
to come together twice a month and form a praise band, a worship team, and a drama team.  
On Mother’s Day, the kids took over the whole Sunday morning worship service, including a 
couple of short sermons.  We plan to get the Worship Zone running again this Fall.  We also 
had VBS for Bethel kids and neighborhood kids in June.   
In August we had a big yard sale, and invited everyone from the community to come and set up 

a space for the things they wanted to sell.  Anytime you get hundreds of people from the 
community to spend the day at the church, you’ve got a great opportunity for new friendships.  
May God use us to reach Adams County. 

 

The Ark recently witnessed two baptisms, the first in two years. We currently 
have four active small groups meeting regularly in homes and at the church. 
The congregation has begun to prepare for the start of a youth group for about 
a half dozen young people. We recently completed the clearances for a number 
of new volunteers for our children’s ministry. We continue to work at initiatives 
to connect with our neighbors and have enjoyed the fellowship of a new family 
from the neighborhood.  We have begun planning for a community pig roast 
next summer to be held on the church property. As we try to reach out, we are 
also caring for those among us. One of our sisters has been enlisted as a 
congregational visitor to check on the homebound, hospitalized, or just irregular 
attenders. Others are assisting folks with disabilities who need help with 
finances, medications, or Dr.’s appointments. We continue to enjoy times of 
food and fellowship monthly. While it all seems a bit like everyday life, we 
rejoice in being God’s everyday people, doing His everyday work. 
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Last summer Blossom Hill got a call from an agency in 
Lancaster that had a mother and her five children who wanted 
to visit our church but needed transportation.  We put out the 
call and a family responded that they would be willing to bring 
them to church.   As we learned to know this family we 
learned of their precarious living situation and tried to find 
them better housing.  We were also able to get Bridge of 

Hope involved as a partner.   We formed a small friendship 
group to support this family.  The family eventually found 
better housing, the mother found a steady job.  Things were 
looking up and then we were shocked to learn that the mother 
was diagnosed with Ovarian Cancer.  We lined up child care 
and meals while she was going through chemo and after her 
surgery.  At the end of August we learned that the chemo was 
successful and she was in remission so we celebrated with a 
meal together.  Through it all, the strength and faith of this 
young mother has astounded us and has led us to believe that 
God sent them to us so we could be blessed by her faith and 
we could share God’s love and care. 

 
In 2016 CMC discerned to sponsor a Church World Services refugee family. Andy and Dot Leatherman dynamically led a 
team to pray, plan, and prepare. Political dynamics delayed sponsorship, but in May 2017 we welcomed Salala and Veronica 
Lusengya and their four children! Receiving a Congolese family was enhanced by the reality of three CMC members speaking 
Swahili and French.  
 
Preparation included reviewing the biblical themes of treating foreigners and vulnerable people with dignity and justice. CMC 
responded with generosity of finances, furnishings and friendship. We cautioned against assuming the family would accept 
invitation to worship with us; but are richly blessed by their choice to become a rich part of our life together.  
 
This action is a clear outgrowth of the mission to which God calls CMC of “living HiStory to benefit others.” But as is true of all 
the diverse mission and ministry in which we invest it has also benefited us! Our world view is enlarged, our witness 
enhanced, our fellowship strengthened, and our awareness confirmed anew that joyful sacrifices made in Jesus name bear 
abundant kingdom fruit.  
 
Respectfully, Pastor Bob Petersheim  
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Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster (CMCL) is 
excited to be back to full pastoral staffing again, with the 
arrival of new Administrative Pastor, Leslie Homer-Cattell, 
who is already a credentialed ACC minister. Susan 
Gascho-Cooke, whose title is now Congregational Care 
Pastor, just returned from a 3-month sabbatical a few days 
before Leslie came on board, so it's a busy time at CMCL.  
 
The CMCL Senior Youth, led by Pastor of Youth Amanda 
Nelson Stoltzfus, is thriving with about twenty kids at most 
gatherings. The Senior Youth spent a week this summer 
doing service projects around Lancaster at the MCC 
Material Resource Center, Meals on Wheels, Stroud 
Water Research Center and more. We offered our 
summer Peace School again for three days in June, for 
pre-K to elementary children, led by Pastor of Children 
and Families Malinda Clatterbuck. This year we were 

joined by helpers and children from East Chestnut Street 
Mennonite Church. This year Lititz Church of the Brethren 
joined in the planning and then used the same curriculum 
to offer Peace School to their children, as well. 



 
“the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 
generations.” (Psalm 100:5). God’s eternal, enduring faithfulness invites each of 
us to play our part in passing faith from generation to generation. At Forest Hills 
Mennonite Church, we’re celebrating the ways God is drawing people from 
different generations together to experience this enduring faithfulness. Sunday 
School classes for all ages continue to be a strength of the church, as parents, 
grandparents, and kids gather to explore faith and life.  
 
As we walk alongside a family from Syria, intergenerational friendships have 
blossomed into new sets of spiritual “grandparents.” Our annual summer Vacation Bible School shared stories of how Jesus 
rescues with 176 kids (ages 3 – 5th grade) thanks to the faithful service of over 90 volunteers and staff. Our worship services 
continue to weave together elements of faith from multiple generations, from ancient hymns to modern praise songs, from 
special music sung by those in their 80s to a weekly children’s time.  
 
We give thanks for God’s faithfulness to each of the generations represented at Forest Hills Mennonite Church. 

 
Our congregation continues to feel God calling us 1) to be transformed by God’s mercy, grace and love, 2) to introduce our 
children and neighbors to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 3) to equip one another to live peaceably and generously, and 4) to 
contribute to the well-being of Lancaster City and the wider world. 
 
Our weekly Community Meals, serving 150 of our neighbors each Monday night, continue to be a place where God is doing “a 
new thing” among us. Through long-term friendships with our neighbors, characterized by mutual care and love, God is 
transforming and reshaping each of us along the way. We are also grateful for the chance to collaborate with other 
congregations, including Blossom Hill, James Street, Neffsville, and Pilgrims. 
 
 Earlier this year, we welcomed a refugee family of six from Syria to Lancaster. A circle of care in our church has been walking 
with them in finding and furnishing a home, learning English, connecting their children with schools, and helping them start a 
catering business. We have been deeply blessed by this family’s hospitality, kindness, and friendship. 
            
We are so grateful for the deep and meaningful relationships that we are experiencing as we follow Jesus together. 

 
Frazer Mennonite Church (FMC) remained engaged with its community as 
persons served in medical, food, and refugee services in Chester County.  
The Ploughshares Community Garden, cared for by persons from FMC, and 
the Chester County Food Bank shared vegetables with community members 
on Saturday mornings.  Fellowship is enjoyed in Sunday morning gatherings 
for worship and the annual Black Rock retreat,  both bring the congregation 
together from our homes scattered from Philadelphia to Lancaster County.  
This year involved leadership transition as Brenda Martin Hurst concluded 
her ministry in the fall of 2017 and Nelson Yoder served as interim pastor.  
The congregation called Amy Yoder McGloughlin who became pastor in 
September 2018. We celebrated the ordination of Leslie Homer Cattell for 
ministry at Community Mennonite, Lancaster, and the birth of several 
children.  FMC is blessed with forty three children in senior high and younger.   
A survey solicited feedback about church life from families with children.  The 
year also included times of deep sadness as families experienced 
unexpected deaths.   Julien Riccou participated in the !Explore program 
through AMBS.   Persons from FMC blessed the larger church through 
participation in the PA Relief Sale, MCC, and ACC committee work.   
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This year at Hebron we welcomed new members through baptism and families through  

transfer of membership. We rejoice that we have new challenges in providing children’s 

Sunday School teachers! We celebrate during our spiritual practice of filling MCC school kits on 

Labor Day Sunday (198 this year) as well as about 100 relief kits earlier in the year. In 

September we began a new season (Sept – Feb) of LIFT Groups (Learning In Fellowship 

Together Groups) during Sunday 2nd Hour when we discern and discuss together what God 

has been saying through the entire worship service and through our lives. Then we encourage 

each other to practice it. We intentionally plan fellowship events where we can invite friends 

and family to join us—Ice Cream & Volleyball, Dinner Together at a restaurant, Weiner Roast at 

Hebron’s fire ring, etc. But most of all, we rejoice together at what God has done through 

Hebron in 40 years. We are grateful for the ways God is working in us now. And we look 

forward to what God has for Hebron in the years to come. 

Marilyn Henderson, Pastor 

 

On September 5 of this year, 
members of Landisville Mennonite 
gathered to put together school 
kits for Mennonite Central 
Committee. It was the 
first Wednesday Night Out for the 
coming school year. We expected 
a lighter than normal attendance 
given that families with children 
might still be adjusting to a return 
to the school schedule. As it 
turned out, the group of 80 or so 
ranged from infancy to the grey-
haired and every age in between. 
The work area was filled with busy 
people assembling the items 
needed for each bag. The event 
was supposed to begin at 7 PM, 
but by 6:45 the room was 
humming with activity. After 45 
minutes we were finished and 
ready for ice cream and chitchat. 
Altogether we assembled over 
460 school kits and 300+ health 
kits. It was a good evening of 
building connections with sisters 
and brothers in Christ, and 
sharing God's love by supporting 
the ministry of MCC. When we 
were finished, one of our older 
members approached me and 
said, "Now you know that we can 
work!" I had to agree with her. 

 
James Street Mennonite Church has been living out ACC’s vision this past year by 
 
Centering our lives in Christ through worship focusing on Palmer Becker’s book 
Anabaptist Essentials, gathering twice a month for times of prayer, reimagining our 
membership process that focuses less on boundaries and more on personal 
commitment to Christ and baptizing several youth who have chosen the path to 
following Jesus in their lives. 
 

Building connections through our annual Community Day in our church parking lot, 
expanding the number of persons in the congregation who are involved in some form of 
small group, inviting individuals to share about their recent mission/ministry trips, 
offering the use of our building to non-profit ministries, continuing to strengthen our 
relationship with Tree of Life Haitian congregation and partnering with Church World 
Service in showing the film “Human Flow” to commemorate World Refugee Day. 
 
Sharing God’s love through our biennial Service/Learning trip to work with Mennonite 
Disaster Service in Bloomington, TX, staffing the women’s winter homeless shelter, 
distributing Power Packs to Wharton Elementary School families, partnering with 
numerous local ministries, supporting a variety of global missions and serving several 
“Community Meals” at East Chestnut Street MC.   
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The Mennonite Congregation of Boston has had a good year. At the end of each academic year, we grieve at the loss of 
people after they graduate from the various educational institutions in the greater Boston area. However, in the Fall, we 
welcome the “September Spike;” people visit us after relocating to Boston for educational and employment opportunities, 
and many of them become part of our congregation.  In recent years, our gains have been larger than our losses, causing 
our congregation to realize a little growth.  This year, we might break-even.  
 
MCOB continues to distinguish itself as a “congregationally-led” congregation. The congregation leads, cultivating the gifts 
and abilities of our parishioners.  The pastor speaks about once each month, and the lay people speak, either individually or 
on panels, during the remainder of the Sundays. We also have Stephanie Hollenberg who serves as our “Alternative Sunday 
Coordinator;” she leads us in doing something different; her difference can include hymn sings, Taize services, potluck 
meals, etc.  We are fortunate to have a range of people who can plan, organize and lead our services. 
 

In 2018, we joined Refugee Immigration Ministries (RIM), an 
organization that is dedicated to assisting asylum seekers in their 
efforts to live in the U.S. It is an intense ministry, aiding people in 
virtually every dimension of their lives. However, the work has been 
beneficial for both the asylum seekers and our congregation. They 
are getting settled, and we are making a statement about justice for 
refugees and aliens.  
 
In the Greater Boston Area, we are an “Anabaptist Oasis,” serving 
people who want to drink ftom an Anabaptist well, if only an 
occasional sip. While our Sunday attendance ranges from 40 to 50, 
we have about 80 people on our most active mailing list, which is the 
number of people who would attend on a Sunday if everyone who 
attends actually attends. We have hopes for another blessed year.  

 
Neffsville Mennonite Church has had, 
and continues to have a focus on 
inviting, engaging, and equipping all 
generations to be more like Jesus. 
 A few examples of us living out our 
vision in the past year are: 
 1) small group missions trip to 
Kentucky with SWAP, Youth mission 
trip to Boston, MDS work in Puerto 
Rico 
2) remodeling our lower level “Kids 
Zone” so that it is more inviting for 

children  
3) providing housing and financial 
help to our neighbors in need 
4) teaching and preaching biblical 
principles and applying to our lives 
today 
5) small group missions trip to Haiti to 
repair and install new radio equipment 
in conjunction with Radio Lumier 

 
To strengthen our connections with one another, we shared personal stories this 
summer of how we remain “Rooted in God’s Faithfulness” in life’s challenges 
and difficulties.  In September, we continue building connections by looking at 
specific ways we ONE ANOTHER one another, based on “One Another” 
scriptures. During the first week of August, we co-hosted a Day Camp with 
Alpha & Omega Church of the Brethren.  Fifty-four children attended. Each day 
there were opportunities to share God’s love in worship, drama, Bible lessons, 
team building, crafts, games and service. Service projects included making 
Linus blankets for children with chronic illnesses, folding plastic grocery bags for 
the Power Pack Meal program 
and making welcome cards for 
Refugees.  The Day Camp 
ended with a program and ice 
cream Sundae bar.  We continue 
to thank God for the diverse age 
groups in our congregation and 
intentionally provide 
opportunities for children to be 
involved each Sunday such as 
collecting coins for MCC.  
Together, we continue to discern 
how to provide resources to 
meet the growing need for 
teachers, mentors, and leaders 
to walk with our children and 
youth. 
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New Holland Mennonite Church focused this year on renewing our spiritual 
lives through a sermon series based on the book "Practicing Our Faith: A Way 
of Life for a Searching People" by Dorothy Bass. Sundays in June and July 
Evie Hershey (from Ridgeview Mennonite) led the entire congregation in 
creative activities around the theme of "Honoring the Light in Our Lives." We 
experimented with ways of opening our spirits to God's touch, as we interacted 
with scripture and prayer practices. One Sunday, in Evie's absence, the 
elementary children taught the prayer of examine which they learned in 
Sunday School. 
 
On July 2, our church participated in an ecumenical “Families Belong Together 
Prayer Vigil” on Main Street, New Holland. 
 
The Early Learning Center continues to be an integral part of our congregation's mission as over 100 children are cared for 
each week. Almost half of the students fall below the poverty level, so our staff and Pastor Dawn work to connect families to 
resources in the community. Each classroom has a "grandparent" from the congregation who visits once a week. The children 
are now protected by a new fence from the funds raised from Nickels for Neighbors last year. Thanks to each of you who 
donated! 

 

A community of believers, standing on the Word of God, sinners seeking to live in the power of His Spirit. Asking and 
listening for His direction in prayer. Wanting to be in step with Jesus. 
 
The teachings in the past year have been , putting self aside – Living for Christ – Walking in His Spirit. Oley Valley House 
of Prayer was started this year and has been meeting monthly for prayer and worship with intercessors gathering from all 
over the region. The women of the church have been gathering to pray, and a prayer journal has been set up in the 
church lobby for prayer requests and answers.  
 
“If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin, and I will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 
Our desire is that this will start with us, that we as a people will turn our hearts to God. Revive us Lord! 

 
For many years, NBMC has been the owner of an old (1887) church building, beautiful in its form in many ways, yet 
challenging to keep in good repair.  This year our aging oil burner finally gave up the ghost.  After worshiping in our more easily 
heated fellowship hall for a Sunday, the weather turned warm, and we turned toward the task of installing a new heating 
system.  We have now joined nearly all our neighbors in having less expensive gas heat at 4615 Roland Ave! Thanks be to 
God for good trustees and a good treasurer who did much of the hard work in making this change.  
 
It’s been a year since our associate pastor, Rebecca Mosley, and her family left NBMC for a three year term of service with 
MCC in Arusha, Tanzania.  Our congregation has missed the Mosleys greatly; in fact, over the past year several of us have 
traveled to Africa to visit them! 
 
It’s interesting to reflect on how NBMC has evolved over the past 10 years.  10 years ago, our congregation was made up of 
about half persons who grew up as Mennonites, and half who did not.  There has been a movement toward becoming a 
congregation with strong Anabaptist convictions, but less Mennonite ethnicity.  Today only 30-35% of us grew up Mennonite, 
and the rest did not.  We have a growing number of members who grew up in evangelical settings but now identify as 
Anabaptist.  We continue to be “a moveable feast,” that is, a transient church of people coming and going, although we are 
less so than we used to be.  50% of our current attenders were not part of the church 10 years ago.  We’ve experienced some 
net growth; from an average attendance of 75 10 years ago, to anywhere from 80-115 today.  All of this change has given our 
fellowship a wide range of gifts and perspectives, as is typical of urban churches.  These gifts challenge us to be comfortable 
with change and growth, and push us to keep growing in our understanding and practice of following Jesus. 
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This year the church has focused on sharing the good news 
by increasing and regularly attending new people to the 
community. At the moment we have a regular attendance of 
20 people on Sunday. To achieve this goal we have done 
many spiritual activities and we have concentrated on the 
training and formation of leaders; 4 of us have obtained the 
title of chaplains allowing us to enter public places where we 
can exercise our spiritual help. 
 
The most important activity and on which our economic 
income basically depends is the program of the Latino 
Commission, educational workshops for the prevention and 
health care, granted by the city of NY. We emphasize that 
this activity we extended to an elderly center where more 
than 200 people attend and where we are evangelizing. 
Although we have grown, we do not deny our greatest need: 
learning to develop and maintain better, deep and 
meaningful interpersonal relations between members of the 
church, for whom we ask you to pray.  
 
Thank you and blessings. 

 
Two years ago we began “1st & 3rd,” 
an intergenerational gathering on the 
first and third Thursday evenings of 
the month offering a simple meal, 
followed by Bible study for the adults 
and story and activities for the 
children. Our hope was that this 
would offer support to our young 
families and be a way to connect 
with the Akron community. This has 
been more successful in providing 
support to our young families than 
what it has in connecting with the 
Akron community. We are working at 
being open to the Spirit’s guidance 
and such things evolve. One of the 
developments has been 
the Sunday evening bonfire hosted 
by a Pilgrims' family, offering food, 
music and conversation to their 
neighbors and Pilgrims. 

 

As a congregation we at Ridgeview continue to be 
about the work of Christ’s kingdom in a variety of 
endeavors. We find ourselves reaching out to our 
community as we offer space, energies and support 
to assist in the process of alleviating food insecurity 
among local elementary children through our Food 
Pak program. We share our time and resources with 
numerous other groups such as New Holland Food 
Bank, the Factory Ministries, MCC and MDS to 
address places of need in many forms. Ridgeview 
attenders minister in myriad ways in the places we 
work and live. We are deeply invested in the work of 
ACC with Merv Stoltzfus, Joanne Dietzel & Steve 
Crane, Conference Ministers; John Denlinger, 
Moderator; Dick Thomas, Ministerial Leadership 
Committee; Elaine Shirk, Mennonite Women; Nathan 
Horst, Youth Committee; Larry Shirk, Peace/Justice 
Committee. Goshen student Abby King writes a 
regular column for the Currents magazine. Global 
connections include the Hoover family in England, 
Smoker family in Japan, and the VEMZO 
Partnership in Argentina. As of early September we 
are excited to welcome Audrey and Robert Kanagy 
as new pastoral staff  sharing a 1.0 FTE position. 
Mick Sommers will continue in a .5 FTE role until 
early March. 
.  
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Zion Mennonite Church named 3 priorities this year. The first 
is to recognize the sacredness of our everyday lives as we 
live for Jesus (centered in Christ), encouraging each other in 
our working, parenting, faithful living, and witnessing day by 
day.  The second is to strengthen our partnership for 
common mission together.  We partner (building 
connections) through ministry teams, a mission team to 
South Dakota, our youth group partnership with Conestoga, 
and our church connections in Birdsboro across 
denominational lines. This spring we established a Celebrate 
Recovery ministry with 2 other churches in Birdsboro 
(sharing God’s love). Our last priority is to be a worshipping 
community with broad participation and vibrancy of spirit. 
This is enhanced through the participation of many men from 
New Person Ministries who offer many testimonies of life 

change. 

 

There have been two occasions this year where our worship 
services were focused on hearing each other’s stories of 
faith. The Sundays in January and February were each 
dedicated to a specific age group present in our faith 
community. The space in the service that was normally 
reserved for a sermon was replaced with a time of 
interviewing members of the congregation. We learned how 
people experienced God at different stages of life, how faith 
had changed and grown, and what questions, doubts, and 
challenges one experiences regardless of their current age. 
Similarly, during the months of June and July we focused on 
the songs and hymns that were meaningful and formational 
to us.  Along with singing these songs, individuals shared 
why a song was beloved to them or what it had meant to 
them during a specific moment in their journey of faith. By 
sharing our stories through these two worship experiences 
our relationships with one another were deepened and 
strengthened and we discovered God’s constant presence 
in all stages and seasons of life. 

 
Crossway Church 
Friendship Community Church 
Grace Ubuntu Fellowship 
Hope Community Church 
Hopewell Mennonite Church 
Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship 
North Bronx Mennonite Church 
Promilenio Iglesia Menonita Christiana 
 

 
Reports for the following church-wide agencies 
are available on the Annual Report webpage, 
www.atlanticcoastconference.net/report 
 
Corinthian Plan 
Eastern Mennonite Seminary 
Eastern Mennonite University—Lancaster 
Everence 
Mennonite Central Committee—East Coast 
Mennonite Church USA 
Mennonite Mission Network 
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A group of young adults from diverse 

geographic locations, church denominations, 
ethnic backgrounds and more came together for a week to study what it 
means to follow Jesus’ steps of peacemaking in the current context of violence 
and division.  Jes Stoltzfus Buller, MCC Peace Education Coordinator, Ken 
Bontrager, Camp Deerpark Director and Jon Showalter, Rosedale Bible 
College President helped guide a group of nine young adults as they 
journeyed through a week of Biblical study and experiential learning about 
peace.  Participant Darryl Domer from Bellvale Bruderhof says, “I found myself 
reflecting on many beliefs that I formerly had taken at face value and had not 
explored in depth.”   

The week included: a visit to “Voices of Conscience” at Elizabethtown college 
with Steven Nolt; a discussion on racism with Drew Hart, author of “Trouble 
I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views Racism”; visits to the Bruderhof Community and Freedom Farm 
Community to interact with folks who are making radical lifestyle choices; an early morning prayer walk in Harlem 
with  Pastor Al Taylor and the brothers from “Man Up”; Bible and Church History teachings from Jon Showalter; 
evaluation and debrief sessions with Ken and Jes. 

Thank you for your part in helping to make programs like Peace Camp possible. 

Romans 12 urges us to humbly recognize we are the body of Christ, realizing 

the members do not all have the same function and have different gifts, but 

each member belongs to the others. 

 

This biblical principal is best realized in ACC when individual churches and our 

loyal CRM's (Conference Related Ministries) rely on each other to humbly 

represent the body of Christ. ACC's partnership with its 25 CRM's is life 

changing, when I look at the ministry that is happening all around us through 

our hands, feet and eyes of education, retirement living, historical roots, 

camps, mission agencies, voluntary service and health/wellness institutions.  

Not one of us has the ability to do it all – we need each other for the body to 

function optimally. 

  

Please take time to familiarize yourself with our CRM partnerships and discern 

ways to build relationship bridges to their mission - - thus fulfilling our Romans 

12 biblical principal.  For a complete CRM listing, please refer to the ACC 

directory.   

 

Cindy Petersheim 

ACC - CRM coordinator  

 
Camp Hebron’s grounds ring with campers’ praises, laughter of families and joys of worship! 
Since January we’ve served over 21,000 days of ministry to guests and campers. There are 
so many stories of how the time spent on grounds has helped to connect people to God, 
nature and each other. Many Mennonite churches have supported Camp Hebron with great 
intentionality and passion. We celebrate those connectional relationships and look forward to 
building even more. As a team we are following God’s calling to serve those in the greatest 
need. Help us find young people needing assistance to get to camp we want young people to have access to the camp experience. 
We are adding new programs and offering many traditional camps for summer 2018.  http://www.camphebron.org/summer/  
 
We want to partner with local congregations in ministry. There are many group building games and activities we could facilitate for 
committees or groups within the church. We are excited as a ministry team to think creatively and to seek new partnerships. We 

encourage church staff to contact us with ideas. We would love host your retreats or find ways to come help grow 
ministry through programming at the church or your events. Contact deke@camphebron.org with questions. 19 



 

Christ’s transforming love compels us to cross cultures, 
engage the world, and make disciples of Jesus. Eastern 
Mennonite Missions (EMM) relies on people like you to 
fulfill this mission. Here are some of the ways EMM 
workers carried out this mission in the past year. 

Crossing cultures in Asia 
For Lea*, in a very restrictive region, 2018 began with new 
challenges for her pioneering work. As she teaches 
English, invites students to her home, and quietly shares 
the gospel, she says, “I need wisdom in how to be careful 
yet still effective in my purpose.” 
 
Engaging the world in Sierra Leone 
Last year, Heleen Yoder opened a psychosocial unit at a 
hospital in Mattru Jong. She is providing counseling for 
children with trauma and disabilities, engaging the 
community with the counter-cultural idea that these 
children have as much dignity and value as any other 
child. 
 
Making disciples of Jesus in Germany 
Bryan and Karah* were excited to discover that students 
from their church were inviting church visitors to join them 
for lunch each Sunday. This struggling EMM church plant 
was revived in 2015 when the refugee crisis brought 
people from many nations to its doors. Now, these new 
believers are multiplying more disciples of Jesus. 
 
In 2017, 138 workers, serving in 35 countries, could each 
tell stories like these. Read more at 2017 at emm.org/
annualreport. Thank you for supporting God’s work 
through EMM. 

*Names changed/omitted for sensitivity reasons. Please do 
not post these stories online. 

 
The new four-year leadership and organizational management 
degree with a concentration in aviation received accreditation 
by SACSSOC and the FAA. The program launched in fall 2018 
with seven new students. Market research and public interest 
indicate this degree will fill a unique and high demand niche 
that combines aviation training with the development of the 
collaborative, dynamic and intuitive qualities that today’s 
leaders need.  
 
EMU at Lancaster entered into a degree transfer articulation 
agreement with Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, 
allowing associate-degree graduates a seamless pathway to 
entrance into the new accelerated bachelor’s degree program 
in leadership and organizational management. The new 
program launches in fall 2018. The degree can be 
completed in 16 months, attending one night class 
each week, at a cost of less than $16,000. 
 
This year, staff and faculty explored our roots 
using Palmer Becker’s Anabaptist Essentials as a 
guide. Our goals were to discover more deeply 
what it means to be an educational institution in 
the Anabaptist tradition; share the meaning those 
beliefs and values hold for us today; and explore 
what it looks like to live out these commitments in 
meaningful ways in our work with students and 
each other in the 21st century. 

 
For the 12th consecutive year, Choice Books (CB) 
maintained annual sales of over 5 million books with 
5,190,491 books sold in 2017, a pace of 14,200 books sold 
per day! In the history of recorded CB sales, CB has 
distributed nearly 117 million books. Fifty years ago, in 
1967, CB posted annual sales of only 28,554 books. 
Despite the challenges of a changing retail environment, 
CB continues to experience God’s faithfulness and 
provision. According to a recent report, print book sales 
continue to increase, and surprisingly, millenials are the 
largest book-buying demographic, accounting for 37% of 
all purchases. Locally, Choice Books of Pennsylvania sold 

340,858 items from around 850 displays in 
retail locations throughout parts of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Delaware, New York and West Virginia. 
Choice Books’ best-selling title in 2017 
was Too Blessed to Be Stressed 3-Minute 
Devotions for Women, with 125,600 copies 
purchased. Originally organized in 1962, 
Choice Books currently operates through a 
network of seven regional Distributors who 
work cooperatively with a Central Office in 
Harrisonburg, VA. The organization 
employs nearly 200 staff and volunteers 
(full-time equivalent) who service more 
than 11,500 displays scattered across the 
continental United States, Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico. 
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The Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society (LMHS) preserves and interprets the 
culture and context of Mennonite-related faith communities connected to 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. We seek to be a gathering place where people 
can explore stories, ideas, and legacy—for themselves and with each other. To 
help communicate the story of Anabaptist groups in Lancaster, Mennonite 

Information Center became part of LMHS in January 2018. Along with our 1719 
Herr House and Museum, these three service centers engage the local community 
and area visitors around Mennonite and Amish faith and life. Our 2018 programs 
include forty-four educational events for the local community, including lectures, 
field trips, and folk art classes, six of which have been hosted by ACC 
congregations. Presented to a capacity crowd at Forest Hills, the Ted & Co. drama 
Discovery: A Comic Lament examined the doctrine of discovery and its ongoing 
legacy and was hosted in cooperation with local ACC and LMC pastors. Another 
cooperative effort, Voices of Conscience: The Peace Witness in the Great War, an 
exhibit looking at conscientious objection through the first World War, also proved 
popular with visitors. 

 

Scripture often uses “stream” as an image of how God works.  From the stream’s source, 
blessings spread far and wide.  I see the work Harmonies musicians have done this year as 
a stream.   
 
At Blossom Hill the stream flowed from traditional singing from the 1992 blue hymnal.  In the 
fall at Community, we discovered the good waters of praise much farther upstream, from the 
early colonial era, when notes were learned by heart, and hard life conditions created a 
mysterious quality to singing.  The  Foresingers specialized in those slow, chant-like tunes 
which the ancestors of our churches knew inside out, but have been long since forgotten.   
 
From this program, the stream will flow into 2019, to locations at Franconia and the Young 
Center in Elizabethtown. 
 
In the vastly different styles Harmonies brings to performances and to online stores and 
listening sites, the spirit of the ACC congregations, the musical tenderness nurtured Sunday 
after Sunday in worship, was the strength from which the stream flowed.  www.harmonies.org.  Glenn Lehman, director of 
Harmonies 

So old it's new.  The scroll end of a 
Mennonite-invented zither, a repro-
duction of the ones families from 
Europe in 1717.  In the search for the 
colonial music, Harmonies found 
other aspects of church and home 
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“I’m very happy I had the opportunity to move to Garden Spot Village. It’s energizing to be with people who are 
in different, but similar stages of life. Together, we’re making the house into a home,” says Ruth Dunlap, who 
moved into the Cooperative Living House in April 2018. Ruth is one of five women who moved into the 
Cooperative Living House this year. A unique initiative, the Cooperative Living House offers affordable housing 
for people 62 and older and was built through volunteer labor and community donations. 
 
In addition to affordable housing, says Garden Spot Communities CEO Steve Lindsey, “Drawing upon the 
Anabaptist value which recognizes community as the center of our life, the Cooperative Living House replaces 
isolation with community. Isolation has psychological impacts; our social and physical health deteriorates when 
we live in isolation. Living in community—with a small group of other people who you know, who you care 
about, who you learn to live life with together—helps mitigate all of those challenges that people face as they 
age.” CrossNet Ministries, New Holland Mennonite Church, RGS Associates and Musselman Homes, LLC., are just a few of the churches, 
community organizations and businesses who helped Garden Spot transform the vision for this project into reality. To learn more about 
the initiative, visit www.gardenspotvillage.com/cooperative-living. 



 
For the last year, Lancaster Mennonite 
has been reviewing systems and 
procedures.  In the transition, LM 
established thirty-eight partnerships 
with churches on behalf of families. The 
partnership provides families with 
financial support, but it is also an 
opportunity to evaluate how LM 
collaborates in new ways with churches 
to provide a stronger community 
relationship. How can LM support 
churches in the everyday walk with 
families? As Lancaster Mennonite 
looks to the future, we are interested in 
providing a stronger community 
network, faith integrated academic 
program that prepares students for 
engagement with the local and global 
community, but student transformation 
happens in a combination of 
environments; home, church, school 
and community.  We are excited about 
new relationships and community 
partners that will open faith 
development and experiential learning 
for LM students.  Would you consider 
how we could do this together?  
Lancaster Mennonite hosts three 
pastors breakfasts a year where we 
can continue this dialogue.  In addition, 
our theme this year across the system 
is “Seeking peace” with references 
from; John 14:27, I Peter 3: 11, and 
Romans 14:19.  Together we provide a 
stronger support system for families! 

 

Founded in 1903, Mennonite Home 
Communities provides quality care 
and beautiful homes for 
approximately 850 residents. We 
recently completed a full 

renovation of Coopers Run, a 
Personal Care household at 
Mennonite Home. This handsome 
facility provides 20 private rooms 
where we provide the excellent 
care that has been a hallmark of 
Mennonite Home for 115 years. At 
Woodcrest Villa, our independent 
living community, construction is 
underway on Pheasant Pointe. 
Opening summer 2019, this 
striking new apartment wing will 
provide 39 two-bedroom 
apartments. In addition, our 
Bluebird Dining Room and Garden 
Café were also renovated, creating 
an elegant and modern dining 
experience. Residents also were 
excited to begin using the new 
pickleball and tennis court, 
including receiving lessons from 

our very own on-staff tennis 
instructor. Work has begun on the 
new greenhouse, which will enable 
residents to enjoy growing flowers 
and vegetables year round! In 
addition to numerous building and 
programming enhancements, 
technological advances have been 
made including a new website and 
free Wi-Fi at both campuses for all 
residents and visitors. 

 
The deep connections between 
Landis Communities and ACC go 
back decades, but are not just 
historical. In addition to providing 
Comforting Live-At-Home Services 
and Feel-At-Home Communities® 
for many persons attending ACC 
congregations, we enjoy deep ties 
in other ways.  We enjoy very 
strong representation by team 
members, board members and 
volunteers attending ACC 
churches.  We value the depths of 
insight they bring and the ways 
they represent the churches of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference.  
 
Connections has also been a 
theme for what has been 
happening within the organization 
this year. The opening of the 
Crossings apartments and the 
Calvin G. & Janet C. High Learning 
& Wellness Center on the campus 
of Landis Homes exemplify this 
trend.  This building connects the 
campus and provides centrally-
located locations for resident 
services as well as serving the 
broader community.   
 
Another way is the increasing 
connectivity across various parts of 
the organization in connecting 
residents/clients and their families 
to provide care. Recently Adult Day 
Services (ADS) and Welsh 
Mountain Home collaborated serve 
a client of ADS transition to living 
full time at Welsh Mountain Home.  
The new Welsh Mountain Home 
resident was so glad to be able to 
stay within the same organization. 
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New Person Ministries is thrilled to have finally purchased a property of our own in Lancaster 
city in September.  For the last year and a half, we have been renting a property outside of the 
city limits but our new property is 
situated in a location where we 
public transportation is easily 
accessible and many work 
opportunities and social services are 
within walking distance.  This new 
property (and a mortgage through 
Eastern Mennonite Mission’s Church 
Loan Investment Fund) allows us to 
build long term equity and to 
continue to do what we have been 
doing but doing it better. 
 
We continue to be blessed by 
financial support from many churches and the body of Christ as a whole and for the volunteers 
who mentor and disciple our residents.  In 2018, we saw one of our alumni get married as part 
of a church service, multiple baptisms, and the Lord moving in the lives of our men in powerful 
ways. 

 
We are so excited as we started a new year on August 27th. Our classrooms are busting at the 
seams and laughter is echoing around the center. The children are happy to see the new 
classrooms, meet new friends and teachers and explore new activity centers. 

We are also appreciative of all the support we have received from ACC churches in the past year.  

One of the most outstanding highlights this year has been our work with children with special 
needs. Each of these little ones bless us in different ways as we care for them each day. Some of 
the children are on the Autism spectrum, other have behavioral health needs while still others need 

help with speech.  

Last Year ACC’s Nickels for Neighbors brought in over $10,000 to install a fence to the playground. 
It is now installed The children are totally enjoying the new freedom to run safely that they have 
gotten with the new fence. Thank you ACC!!  

We want to give a big thank you to all the members of the ACC Churches who supported us in so many ways from financial 
to volunteering at the center in various capacities.  

Wanda González Bortzel, Director 

 
North Baltimore Mennonite Church (NBMC) operates the Reservoir Hill House of Peace 
(RHHP) in West Baltimore - just blocks from the CVS that was burnt down during the 2015 
unrest. RHHP is a community house consisting of asylum seekers, young adults with 
Brethren Voluntary Service, and others committed to living in community. There are 
currently four asylum seekers - one from Mexico, one from DRC, and a married couple 
from Togo. The BVSers are from Sierra Leon and California. RHHP is one way in which 
NBMC shares Christ's reconciling love with our community and the world. NBMC is 
currently in conversation with ACC regarding taking over as legal owner of the property 
and early 20th century mansion. The goal is to maintain a faithful and loving presence in a 
part of the city that's very different than the affluent one in which the church finds itself. By 
providing housing and an atmosphere where persons of diverse cultures and faiths can 
learn from each other and engage the surrounding neighborhood, RHHP enables the 

church to more holistically fulfill its mission. Older residents in Reservoir Hill still have 
fond memories of RHHP as a training center for EMM's YES program during the 
1980's and 90's. 
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Black Rock Retreat     

Friendship Community 

Germantown Mennonite 
Historic Trust 

Kairos School of Spiritual 
Formation 

No Longer Alone Ministries 

Tabor Community Services 

Wellspan Philhaven 

 

 
Relational connections through ACC 
congregations (and, more broadly, 
MCUSA) have been vital to The 
Shalom Project's growth. This year 
we established several new 
internship opportunities, including 
one through Mennonite Disaster 
Service that emerged from 
connections with an ACC 
congregation. We placed one of our 
participants with MDS in August and 
he is thriving in that workplace! 

 
As we reflect on the end of another fiscal year at Tel Hai Retirement 
Community, we are joyful in sharing several initiatives where God’s blessing 
on our ministry is impactful and evident. 

In support of our campus master plan, the community welcomed 10 new 
households with the opening of our newest residential living construction 
effort called Maple Knoll Townhomes in January. 

Community Engagement Committee — which leads Tel Hai’s outreach 

efforts — focused on fighting local, chronic hunger and providing support to 
anti-poverty and access to health care initiatives through the Twin Valley 
Food Pantry, Honey Brook Food Pantry, Alzheimer’s Association, and 
Salvation Army. 

 
The City School theme for this school year comes from Psalm 103 - 
"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name!" Among his many blessings, we kicked off the school year on 
September 4 with a Pre K - 12th grade enrollment of 380 students 
and a ribbon cutting of our new Poplar Upper School campus. The 
Poplar campus consolidates our 6th -12th grades in a 66,000 sq ft 
school building with a gym, cafeteria, and brightly lit classrooms. Our 
vision is to see more and more children flourish in the city in Jesus’ 
name and the Poplar campus creates space to increase total 
enrollment to 600 over the next five years. Additionally, both of our 
elementary campuses have seen significant facilities improvements, 
including a new playground at Fairmount and major chapel upgrades 
at Spruce Hill. In order to better seek the shalom of the city, our entire 
staff participated in a racial justice training as part of our preparation 

for this school year. We are grateful for the prayers and support of 
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Present: 145 including 93 delegates, 34 general attendees, six staff members and 12 children 

1. John Denlinger (Moderator, Ridgeview) and Bob Petersheim (Conestoga) gave an opening welcome and shared 
some details about the day.  

2. Storbakken presented the Peace and Justice Committee’s 2017 Peace Mug to Malinda and Mark Clatterbuck 
(CMCL) who have led advocacy in the Lancaster area to resist a pipeline being installed nearby.  

3. Denlinger shared a benediction of lament and blessing to Holly Grove as they seek new affiliation. With regret, 
delegates approved the release of Holly Grove. John also noted that three emerging congregations are no longer 
functioning as active congregations: Ebenezer Evangelical Mennonite Church (Silver Spring, MD), Hiwet Legeta 
(Lancaster, PA), Radical Living (New York, NY). 

4. Ken Martin (Forest Hills, Conference Treasurer) shared the 2016-2017 year-end report. He noted an actual deficit 
for the year of $9,423 as opposed to our budgeted deficit of $4,100. Expenses were very close to budget, but 
income fell short.  

5. John Weber presented the 2017 Leadership Slate and invited delegates to fill ballots to affirm the following 
individuals for new terms on conference committees. All individuals were affirmed by at least 90%. 

John Denlinger (Ridgeview, Moderator, 3rd term) 
Rachel Mast (Conestoga, Secretary, 2nd term) 
Ken Martin (Forest Hills, Treasurer, 3rd term) 
Jannat Veras (Laurel Street, Executive Committee Member-at-Large, 1st term) 
J. Richard Thomas (Ridgeview, Ministerial Leadership Committee Chair, 2nd term) 
Karyn Nancarvis (Akron, Youth Committee Chair, 1st term) 
Brook Musselman (Staff, Interim Peace & Justice Committee Chair, 1st term) 
Lyndell Thiessen (Blossom Hill, Gifts Discernment Committee Chair 1st term) 
Stan Shantz (James Street, Gifts Discernment Committee member) 
Nancy Stauffer (Landisville, Gifts Discernment Committee member) 
 

7.  Reflection on church relevance: Bob Petersheim, Nancy Kauffmann (MCUSA Denominational Minister), and Merv 
Stoltzfus shared a reflection on the day’s theme of Activated: the church engaged, as it applies to our 
congregations, our conference, and our denomination. Bob led with a reading of 1 Corinthians 12:4-14. 

8.  Workshops were offered on the day’s theme: 
Reaching out to our communities – examples of community engagement from ACC congregations  
Adapting worship while honoring tradition (Nathan Greiser) 
Naming what Anabaptists bring to the table (Nancy Kauffmann) 
Discipleship: Making fisherman and women (Scott Roth) 
 

9.  Sam Wanjau (Missions Committee chair, African Community Church of Lancaster) introduced Jen Morales who 
 represented this year’s grant recipient, New Holland Early Learning Center, which is raising money to build a fence 
 to separate their littlest children from the bike path. Sam announced that with a few checks yet outstanding, over 
 $7,000 has been raised this year. 

10.  Cindy Petersheim (Conference Related Ministries Coordinator, Conestoga) introduced and interviewed two of our 
 Conference Related Ministries on the day’s theme: Karen Horning of Tel Hai Retirement Community and Ryan 
 Kellermeyer of The City School 

11.  Jon Carlson (Assistant Moderator, Forest Hills) opened a time of table discussion led by a set of questions. Table 
 groups were encouraged to respond to these questions as a way to share about the different ways our 
 congregations interact within themselves and with their communities. 
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Present: 116 including 83 delegates, 25 general attendees, 8 staff members and 10 children  
 

1. John Denlinger gave an opening welcome. Kevin Kanagy shared an opening reflection on the day’s theme, 
Journey Forward and encouraged delegates to keep focused on moving toward Jesus and his example.  

2. Joanne Dietzel (Conference Coordinator, Ridgeview) announced the Radical Living Youth Garden as the recipient 
of the 2018 Nickels for Neighbors grant. Funds raised will go to support the work for urban youth in Brooklyn, 
which is supported by Manhattan Mennonite Church.  

3. Dwight Roher (Conference Youth Minister, Neffsville) and Brook Musselman (Conference Coordinator, Zion) gave 
an update on the youth ministry of the conference, including bible quizzing, the annual youth retreat, and the 
resourcing of congregational youth leaders.  

4. Cindy Petersheim (ACC Conference Related Ministries Coordinator, Conestoga) introduced the three recently 
approved ministries as new CRMs: The Shalom Project, Wellspan-Philhaven, and Eastern Mennonite University – 
Lancaster. 

5. John presented minutes from the previous Assembly. Minutes were unanimously approved as presented (George 
Stoltzfus, Jim Ralph (Ark)).  

6. Martin (Treasurer, Forest Hills) presented the March 31 Year-to-Date budget update to share that the conference 
so far has a net gain of $24,602 through the first nine months of the fiscal year, as compared to the budgeted 
surplus of $24,491 for the full year. Ken then presented the proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year, 2018-
2019. The goal for the next years will be to increase the financial reserve to 3 months of operating expenses. The 
2018-2019 Budget was unanimously approved as presented (Ken Martin, Clair Sauder (Neffsville)).  

7. Lynell Thiessen (Blossom Hill) presented a nominee for an additional Executive Committee member. A vote to 
approve Jennifer Bowman Sauder (Landisville) unanimously approved her for a 2.5 year term on Executive 
Committee beginning immediately.  

8. John Denlinger led a time of prayer and release for two congregations that had requested release from ACC 
membership. Pocomoke river Church and Iglesia Evangelica Menonita Eben-Ezer were released from membership 
and the credentials of their ministers released to the congregations.  

9. Merv Stoltzfus served as quizmaster for a quiz match between four ACC pastors and five youth who participated in 
the 2018 Bible Quizzing program.  

10. In the afternoon, delegates interacted with the MC USA document, Renewed Commitments, which is a set of 
statements that summarizes the feedback received from the Future Church Summit at the 2017 MC USA 
Convention. Table groups discussed the content of this document and provided feedback to the denominational 
writing group. 
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