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Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), a worldwide ministry of Anabaptist churches, shares God's love and 

compassion for all in the name of Christ by responding to basic human needs and working for peace and 

justice. MCC envisions communities worldwide in right relationship with God, one another and creation. 

 

MCC relies on our partnership with Anabaptist churches in the U.S., Canada and around the world. Much of 

MCC’s work is possible because of your generosity. Thank you for your ongoing support of MCC’s 

ministries! 

 

MCC/Atlantic Coast Conference connections 

 

• In November 2017, members of your conference partnered with Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) 

and MCC to pack and ship food boxes, including MCC canned meat, to communities in Puerto Rico 

that were impacted by Hurricane Maria. 

• Many members of Atlantic Coast Conference congregations donate material resources to MCC and 

volunteer their time at the MCC East Coast Material Resources Center in Ephrata, Pa.  

• In May 2018, Ridgeview Mennonite Church (Gordonville, Pa.) hosted an MCC storytelling event with 

John Hostetler and Omar Lapp, who shared stories of MCC service in the 1950’s. 

• Atlantic Coast Conference members make a significant contribution of boxes packed with non-

perishable food to the MCC East Coast grocery program. Each year, Anabaptist churches throughout 

the region donate nearly 3,000 food boxes packed with items such as peanut butter, pasta and beans 

to be distributed through local ministries, including programs through Atlantic Coast Conference 

churches in New York City. 

• Throughout the year, members of the Atlantic Coast Conference generously support MCC through 

local thrift shops, the Pennsylvania Relief Sale in Harrisburg and congregations’ My Coins Count 

collections.  

• Last year, various MCC International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) participants attended 

ACC churches, including Laurel Street Mennonite, Pilgrim’s Mennonite, New Holland Mennonite, 

James Street Mennonite and Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship. This year, ACC churches welcome 

MCC IVEPers Chau Nguyen (Vietnam), Oggy Gagic (Bosnia & Herzegovina), Carol Miranda 

Ramires (Honduras), Chattu Sinha (India) and Clementine Abayo (Rwanda) into their communities 

during their year of IVEP service in the U.S.  

• Three young adults from ACC congregations are serving in MCC’s Serving and Learning Together 

(SALT) program this year: Joe Wheeler (Cambodia), Kate Weaver (El Salvador) and Lara Weaver 

(Laos). We are grateful for their commitment to serve with MCC for the next year and encourage 

other young adults in your conference to consider this yearlong, intercultural service experience.  

• MCC East Coast thanks Lisa White Cameron for her board service representing ACC and welcome 

Jenn Esbenshade as the new ACC representative on the MCC East Coast board. 

• We are grateful for the service of over 23 Atlantic Coast Conference members who serve with MCC, 

both in the U.S. and internationally, and for the many ways that members of Atlantic Coast 

Conference congregations support MCC’s work in the name of Christ.  
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MCC at work here and around the world 

 

Relief: When Russia annexed Crimea in southern Ukraine in early 2014, 

unrest spread, forcing waves of people to flee from the fighting. Many fled 

to the city of Zaporizhzhia, about 125 miles from the conflict zone. Once 

there, many rely on MCC partners for assistance. MCC relief kits offer 

hygiene supplies, while MCC canned meat provides valuable protein and 

nutrition. MCC comforters offer warmth and hope to those who have 

been displaced due to this conflict.  

 

Development: In the Kabay community in Haiti, there were only two 

latrines for 1,200 people. Without latrines, people are forced to use the 

surrounding fields, where fecal matter contaminates both crops and 

shared water sources. With already fragile health, this contamination 

brings sickness, disability or death. MCC planned, designed and 

implemented the latrine project in partnership with the local community, 

constructing 181 latrines. Now, they have seen zero cases of cholera since 

the latrines were dug. 

 

Peace: Every year, MCC provides young adults from the U.S. and Canada 

with yearlong intercultural service experiences through the Serving And 

Learning Together (SALT) program. Edith Rodríguez from Aibonito, 

Puerto Rico served with SALT for the 2017-18 term as a nurse at Faith 

Alive Foundation (FAF) in Jos, Nigeria. Edith said, “I know that, through 

serving with SALT, I will never be the same.” 

 

Thank you for all of the ways in which you join MCC to share God’s love and compassion for all in the 

name of Christ. Learn more about MCC’s efforts around the world at MCC’s website, EastCoast.mcc.org.  

 

Grace and peace to you, 

 

Bruce Campbell-Janz, MCC East Coast executive director  

Jenn Esbenshade, MCC East Coast board member 

Around the world, MCC 

comforters provide warmth and 

hope. In Zhytomyr, Ukraine, 

MCC items, including 

comforters, canned meat and 

hygiene kits, are helping people 

in need such as Valentina 

Inskirveliy and those who came 

to this area after fleeing conflict 

in eastern Ukraine. (MCC 

Photo/Colin Vandenberg) 


