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Centered in Christ, Building Connections, Sharing God’s Love

 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” 
John 14:27. Being Called to Peace was the theme of 
the message Melody Pannell shared with ACC youth 
last month. We are all called to become peacemakers, 
beginning with ourselves—transformation takes 
place from the inside out. She challenged us to 
learn to embrace our discomfort,  pain, and difficult 
circumstances, and to allow ourselves to meet God in 
that space and experience growth.  
 Melody shared her experience of following 
the call God had for her and about her choices that 
were pivotal to her own transformation. Out of 
this transformation sprouted a ministry aimed at 
helping those of future generations see God’s love for 
themselves and for their neighbors.  
 We were reminded of how fearfully and 
wonderfully we are made in the image of God. 
The reflection we see in the mirror is that of the 
unconditional love of God.  Reflect that love in the 
decisions you make every day.  How are you choosing 
to be a peacemaker in your life today? Use the peace 
pledge written below to get started. 
        ~ Karyn Nancarvis, ACC Youth Committee Chair

Our    Peace       Pledge
Praise people
Give up put-downs
Seek wise people
Notice and speak up about 
      hurts I have caused
To right wrongs
To help others.



Comfort the Afflicted and
Afflict the Comfortable
In the early 20th century, journalists are said 
to have been the first to embrace a phrase, 
originally placed into the mouth of a fictional 
character, which was to become the core of 
their work. The work they were about in their 
reporting, it was said, was “to comfort the 
afflicted and afflict the comfortable.” 
 In 1987, as I was knee deep in seminary 
studies in preparation for pastoral ministry, 
Martin Marty, long time editor at Christian 
Century, decided that this phrase fit quite well 
as a descriptor for the work of ministers and 
included it in an article in the magazine.
 Whether it was from reading the article 
myself or hearing some pastoring colleague’s 
recollection of it, I found that descriptive 
phrase to resonate deeply within. I have often 
repeated the quote to others and it has been a 
guiding principal for my years of ministry and 
sermon preparation in a variety of settings. This 
perspective is likely to have been to the chagrin 
of some congregational members who fully 
embrace their ease and comfort in the faith. 
 Such a proposition is all well and good 
for a pastoring person to employ for their 
congregational orientation, but what about 
when it is the pastor themselves who have 
become comfortable? How does one avoid 
the trap of becoming too much at ease in 
congregational roles, relationships, and tasks? 
My attempts over the years to counteract this 
has been to use my sabbatical times to place 
myself in new and uncomfortable settings. 
 In my past sabbaticals, I have partici-pated 
in a Christian Peacemaker Team’s (CPT) 
delegation to Israel/Palestine in 2014, and then 
returned for a month-long internship with CPT 
in Hebron earlier this year. Those experiences, 
in that place, most certainly took me outside 
of my pastoral comfort zone. I have learned 
how to “be” with someone while their loved one 
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Mick Sommers,
Ridgeview Mennonite

lay ill or dying, but felt quite at sea for how to 
“be” with a mother whose son had just been 
arrested and dragged away or with school-aged 
children who are swept up in a barrage of tear 
gas and sound grenades as they leave class for 
the day. Operating in a setting where words 
(that greatest of assets for most pastors) are 
in a much less familiar tongue added to the 
discomfort.
 My experience there also provided a great 
dose of perspective which serves to remind me 
that the issues and conflicts that we face in the 
church, both local and denominational, and in 
our lives at home, while real, are none-the-less 
best held in the broader context of a global 
world view. 
 It becomes quite easy for us to allow our 
mindfulness to stop at the end of our driveway 
or the borders of our country. I have found 
my times of discomfort to be helpful in calling 
my congregation to broader understandings of 
God at work in the world and my prayer is that 
it has aided their faith journey by introducing a 
bit of discomfort along the way.
 My potential for discomfort and the 
realities of change will be heightened once 
again over the next months as I transition from 
my ministry at Ridgeview into a new reality in a 
new field as a small business owner. Ridgeview 
was excited to welcome Audrey and Robert 
Kanagy as pastoral staff in early September 
and I will continue on staff there halftime until 
early March, and then take on that new role 
full-time going forward. 
 Discomfort always accompanies change, 
but then again so usually does growth. God, 
keep us all just a tad uncomfortable as we strive 
to walk the Kingdom path.     
                 - Mick Sommers   
                  Ridgeview Mennonite Church

ACC Currents accepts advertising from 
ACC members and Anabaptist-related 
organizations at these rates:

         2”x2” size = $50.00
         3”x3” size = $75.00
          4”x4” size = $100.00

Camera-ready artwork should be sent 
to currents@atlanticcoastconference.net 
along with your name and address so 
that an invoice can be mailed.2009
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INSPIRING

OTHERS

March 8-19, 2019 
Tour the Jerusalem area after an 
unforgettable experience hiking 
the Jesus Trail from Nazareth OR 
biking from the Mediterranean 
Sea to the Dead Sea to the Sea of 
Galilee.

March 2020
Tour historic and religious sites 
in Nazareth, Jerusalem and 
surrounding areas.

More info at www.nazarethproject.org/events.
Contact Howard Good at 717-290-1800 or 
howardgood@nazarethproject.org

EXPLORE ISRAEL/
PALESTINE 

with Nazareth Project

Blessing 

   Skateboarders

Where-
ever the 

spirit 
would go, 
they went, 

and the 
wheels 

rose along 
with them.
 Ezekiel 1:20

Blessings abounded at the inaugural “Blessing 
of the Skateboards” summer outdoor worship 
service of Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship.
Those blessed included about a dozen youth who 
skated from nearby Union Square Station where 
invitations were distributed to “bring yourself, your 
friends, and your skateboard and get blessed” at 
the Quaker Meeting House where the Mennonite 
congregation worships.
 The service preceded the 15th annual “Go 
Skateboarding Day” on June 21 organized by 
the International Association of Skateboarding 
Companies, and the Skate It Forward event on June 
23, in which Skate4Jesus volunteers would skate 
around the city and distribute donated T-shirts and 
new socks and underwear to homeless friends.
 Although skateboarding is not mentioned in 
the Bible, Pastor Jason related Ezek. 1:20-22 to 
his reflection: “Wherever the spirit would go, they 
went, and the wheels rose along with them, for 
the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 
When they moved, the others moved; when they 
stopped, the others stopped; and when they rose 
from the earth, the wheels rose along with them; for 
the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels.”
 Storbakken said Mennonites are sort of like 
skateboarders—nonconformists who, as pacifists 
in a militarized society, may be seen as misfits by 
others. In skateboarding, as in life, “sometimes a 
little rock will throw you,” so looking out for each 
other is important.
 Everyone present was encouraged to live 
into the flow of right relationships with God and 
humanity, to love one another, and to live and skate 
in harmony with joy.
 The congregation surrounded the skate-
boarders who held up their boards as Storbakken 

led a responsive reading and prayer of 
blessing for the “skateboards, skate culture, 
and all skateboarders around the world” 
as well as all who support them; for peace 
and protection as skateboarders share 
the city streets, bike lanes, sidewalks, and 
skate parks; and for the blessing of living in 
harmony with one another. 
 Church members and guests enjoyed 
pizza and watermelon while getting 
acquainted.
   ~ Susan Miller, Manhattan Mennonite
      reprinted from the July 2, 2018,   
      Mennonite World Review  

Manhattan Mennonite 
Fellowship Pastor Jason 
Storbakken, center right, prays 
a blessing on skaters and their 
boards. Credit: Susan Miller 
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Atlantic Coast Conference is seeking 
partners and their financial gifts to develop 
the Congregational Leadership Fund, an 
endowment to strengthen leadership capacities 
in ACC congregations by providing assistance 
for continuing education of pastors and leaders, 
assisting short-term congregational leadership 
needs, and resourcing faith formation initiatives 
that strengthen leadership. The vision for this 
fund is to partner together to create healthy 
congregational communities by strengthening 

t $0                            $132,896.71 (contributed so far)       $500,000t             t             

$500,000 Goal for Congregational Leadership Fund

congregational and pastoral leadership. At 
times, congregational leaders and pastors need 
financial resources beyond their capacity.  Small 
and congregations with less financial capacity 
and bi-vocational pastors would be prioritized 
as recipients of this fund.  
 To contribute with large or small 
gifts, checks may be sent to Atlantic Coast 
Conference, 2257 Old Philadelphia Pike, 
Lancaster, PA 17602, with “CLF” in the memo 
line. Thank you.

The 
ACC 
Fall 

Assembly
will be held
at Akron 

Mennonite
on Oct. 27,

2018.

The first hour on Sunday morning, 
known as the worship service, is an 
important part of the week. It helps us 
keep a spiritual focus in a materialistic 
world, and much more.  
 The second hour, traditionally called 
Sunday school, invites conversation. If 
the first hour is under the direction of the 
“professionals,” the second hour is focused 
on the lay member-ship. The congregation 
is subdivided into small groups, sometimes 
by age or special interest, making it more 
conducive to member participation. 
 But the third hour, what is that? 
Strange that you should ask since it is 
arguably as important as the other two 
hours. I have, in fact, known people who 
come to church specifically for the third 
hour. It should have a name, like the other 
two. Some call it the coffee hour, but it 
is or can be much more. I am suggesting 
that it be called the Fellowship Hour and 
that its role in congregational life be better 
recognized and used to good purpose.    
 It is in this Fellowship Hour that 
we have an opportunity to get better 
acquainted with our church brothers and 

sisters. It is time to extend a warm greeting 
to an individual who is having health issues, 
or relational issues, or financial concerns. It 
is a good time to commend others for their 
participation in a program of the church. 
 Granted, this kind of personal 
interaction comes more naturally to 
extraverts. Persons of a shy nature feel 
threatened by it and avoid it. Some weary 
of being asked repeatedly such questions 
as “Got a job yet?” And health issues need 
to be approached with sensitivity. It is 
not a time for an “organ recital” or in-
depth conversation, but it is a wonderful 
opportunity to exercise personal and 
congregational caring.  
 This third hour is an excellent time to 
reach out to persons on the fringes—new 
attendees and persons who do not find 
socializing easy. They will feel better. You 
will feel better. The interaction adds an 
important third layer to the Sunday morning 
experience. 
 It is in the third hour that your congre-
gation earns (or fails) the test of being a 
“friendly congregation.”      
       ~ Edgar Stoesz, Akron Mennonite

ACC

NEWS

What Happens in the “Third Hour” in Your Congregation?
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POINT

OF YOUTH

t             

Summer has officially ended and that 
means I am back in Goshen, Indiana, for my 
third year at Goshen College. This semester 
started like any other semester before it—the 
annual presidential convocation followed by 
the traditional applause tunnel welcoming the 
first-year class to the college.  
 This was the first presidential welcoming 
convocation that President Rebecca Stoltzfus 
presided over since taking office in November of 
last year. Despite it being her first time, President 
Stoltzfus shared a terrific speech about Goshen 
College’s core value of the year, global citizenship. 
President Stoltzfus’ remarks stuck with me on 
what it means to be a global citizen. 
 To me, a global citizen is someone who is 
able and willing to see the world from another 
perspective—specifically, a perspective that 
comes from a differing culture, or understanding 
of the world. It does not have to do with how 
many countries one has seen or visited, or 
how many languages one can speak. To pursue 
global citizenship means pursuing empathy and 
understanding. And when we pursue global 

citizenship, the community we live in becomes a 
better place to exist—for everyone. 
 President Stoltzfus stated, “Let us 
approach one another with care and respect, 
seeking beauty and goodness in each other. See 
the connections, explore the obligations arising 
from those connections. Act in the interest 
of justice.” Wouldn’t the Mennonite Church 
be a great community to be a part of if we 
approached each other with care and respect? 
If we sought beauty and goodness in each 
other? If we saw the things that connect us? 
If we acted in the interest of justice? If we all 
pursued global citizenship? 
 I encourage ACC church members to 
evaluate how they interact with others—is 
it with kindness and empathy? Is it with 
understanding? I believe we were put on 
this planet to share love and be loved—with 
people from all backgrounds, all nations, 
all ethnicities, all races.  Choose to be a 
global citizen. Choose empathy. Choose 
understanding. Choose love. 
      - Abigail King, Ridgeview Mennonite

Love.      When You Truly Love What             
You Do. It Shows!  

LandisCommunities.org/Careers 

ACC Leadership Transitions 

Rachel Mast (Dan) was ordained on August 12 
at Conestoga Mennonite Church. She continues in 
her role as Minister of Youth and Young Adults. 

Kathryn M. Heinzel was transferred to Alleghany 
Mennnonite Conference. She began serving as pastor 
of University Mennnonite Church in State College, 
Pa., on September 2.

Leslie Homer-Cattell (David) was ordained on 
August 5 at Frazer Mennonite Church. Leslie has 
recently served as interim pastor at Hopewell 
Mennonite Church (Reading) and as chaplain with 
Living Branches Retirement Community. Leslie 
began as Pastor of Administration at Community 
Mennonite Church of Lancaster on September 2. 

Nina Kaufman Harnish (Craig) was Licensed for 
Specific Ministry at Forest Hills Mennonite Church 
on September 9. She serves Forest Hills as Minister 
of Care and Visitation. 

Amy Yoder McGloughlin (Charlie) was installed as 
pastor of Frazer Mennonite Church on September 
30. Amy most recently served as pastor of German-
town Mennonite Church.

Abigail King
is a junior
at Goshen 

College in Goshen, 
Indiana, and 
is a member 
of Ridgeview 
Mennonite 

Church. 
She served

on the 
Youth Planning 
Committee for

Mennonite 
Convention 2017.

Approaching One Another With Care and Respect
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The 
opposite 

of 
war 
is 

not 
peace. 

It 
is 

problem-
solving.

The opposite of war is not peace.  
It is problem-solving. That is good! 
Does it seem to you that we should 
try that? I think so.
         Akron Mennonite Church 
just received an invitation and 
challenge to think of a world 
beyond war. The people’s 
movement named World Beyond 
War  https://worldbeyondwar.org 
donated 19 books to our church 
library!  We thank Daniel Riehl, 
of Pilgrims Mennonite Church, 

for his personal engagement with World 
Beyond War which led to this donation.  
Akron Church would like to make this 
resource available to all of ACC. 

Playing War, an illustrated children’s 
book, tells the story of an immigrant child 
who wanted to fit in and learn all the 
American games, but when playing war was 
suggested, he suddenly needed to go home. 
Later he explains to his friends why he 
didn’t feel like playing war.  
 
Women, Power, and the Biology 
of Peace by Judith L. Hand, explains 
the biological basis of war, addressing 
aggression and why males and females 
respond differently.  She takes the old 
saying “Give peace a chance,” and adds “give 
women a chance.” 

David Swanson, founder of World Beyond 
War, wrote War is Never Just, Curing 
Exceptionalism and War No More in 
this collection. In War No More: The 
Case for Abolition, he begins with the 
assertion: “War can be ended—slavery 
was abolished.” That is a simple, but very 
powerful, idea. There was a time when 
everyone thought the earth was flat and 
a time when everyone accepted slavery 
as a necessary human institution. Things 
change, humanity evolves. Nicolas Davies 

SHARING

WITH OTHERS

says of War No More: 
This book is a powerful 
tool “as a quick read 
for people who already 
oppose war, but need 
education and talking 
points—or as a clincher 
for those who are still 
struggling to overcome 
a life-time of war 
propaganda.”  
       This set of books 
challenges two parts 
of the Mennonite 
tradition which have 
fostered apathy and 
pessimism in our 
churches toward 
the abolition of 
war—the language of 
“nonresistance” and 
of  “faithfulness vs. 
effectiveness.” 
        The word “non- 
resistance” is an inadequate and misleading 
translation of Matthew 5:39, which should properly 
be translated “do not resist with violence.”  And 
the false dichotomy set up between “faithfulness” 
and “effectiveness” has led us to believe that the 
reign/kingdom of God announced by Jesus is not 
something which we should expect to come on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
        I encourage you to go to the WBW website 
and sign the declaration of peace  https://
worldbeyondwar.org/individual/. And also to donate 
there to problem-solving to make peace. Does anyone 
think that war is cheap or easy? So why should peace 
be…? Sustaining donors may choose a book from 
this list as a thank you gift.  
        Librarians, pastors,  or any reader of books who 
would like to spend an hour looking at these books, 
and borrow them, call (717-859-3388) me and I will 
open the church library to you.
         ~ John K. Stoner
      Akron Mennonite

The Opposite of War is Not Peace
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News, 
notes, and 

announcements 
may be sent to 

Currents editor:
currents@ 

atlanticcoast
conference.net

Early registration to attend MennoCon19 next
 July 2-6, 2019, in Kansas City, Missouri, opens on 
Feb. 6, 209. The first MennoCon19 Newsletter is now 
available on-line at https://convention.mennoniteusa.org/

MC USA Everence recently awarded 2018-2019 
academic year scholarships to the following ACC students 
specifically to explore integration of faith and finances. 
More than 150 students from across the country applied for 
scholarships and recipients were chosen based on leadership, 
community involvement, and responses to an essay question.

• Andrea Acosta of Lititz and a member of Blossom   
 Hill Mennonite Church is pursuing a degree at   
 Bloomsburg University.

• Shayna Landis of Lancaster is a member of    
 Neffsville Mennonite Church and is pursuing    
 a degree at Messiah College.

• Janelle Preheim of Lancaster is a member of 
 Blossom Hill Mennonite Church and is pursuing   
 a degree at Goshen College.

• Mason Stoltzfus of New Holland is a member 
 of Conestoga Mennonite Church and is pursuing   
 a degree at Eastern Mennonite University.

This past summer, nine high-schoolers from 
across the U.S. participated in “!Explore: A 
Theological Program for High School 
Youth” through Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana including 
Frazer Mennonite member, Julien 
Ricou, along with mentor, Nelson 
Yoder, interim pastor at Frazer. 
For two weeks, these students 
strengthened their leadership skills 
and further developed their personal 
faith. Since 2004, this summer program has 
pro-vided a context for nearly 170 high school 
students. To learn more about “!Explore” or to 
apply for 2019, see ambs.edu/explore.

Christmas Cards for Syria: Experience 
the true meaning of Christmas this year by 
becoming a peacemaker. Let the embattled 
people of Syria know that you care about 
them by sending a Christmas or New 
Year’s Card to Christian and Muslim 
young people there and you’ll receive a 
card in return! Common Humanity, which 
is directed by Mel Lehman, a deacon at 
Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship, is 
partnering with Christians in Syria in a 
unique card exchange. He will deliver your 
card to Christian and Muslim youth at 
Syria’s Churches youth centers in Aleppo 
and Damascus, and they will in turn send a 
personally addressed card in return in time 
for Christmas. 
 As part of the process, you will learn 
more about how Christians and Muslims 
are living together in peace in the Middle 
East. Deadline is November 14, 2019.  See 
more at CommonHumanity.org.

The people 
of Syria have 
endured 7+ 

years of horrific 
war. You can be a
peacemaker this 

Christmas by 
sending a card 

to show Syrians 
that the rest of 
the world has 
not forgotten 

them. In return, 
you will receive a 
card personally 

addressed to you 
from a Syrian.

NEWS & 

NOTES
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Registration is now open for the 
2018 Women Doing Theology (WDT) 
conference organized by MC USA’s office 
of Women in Leadership (WIL). The 
conference, to be held Nov. 8-10, 2018, at 
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary 
in Elkhart, Indiana, will explore the theme, 
Talkin’ Bout a Revolution: Dialogue, 
Practice and the Work of Liberation, 
through large group sessions, worship, 
workshops and paper presentations.
 “At its core, I believe that Anabaptism 
is a revolutionary movement, a movement 
for wholeness, peace, and reconciliation,” 
said Chantelle Todman Moore, member of 
the WDT planning team and co-founder 
and lead coach at Unlock Ngenuity. 
 “As women whose prophetic voices 
often come from the margins of the church, 
we know that it will take a revolutionary 

ACROSS

THE

CHURCH

movement to upend patriarchy, sexism, racism, 
all of the isms and bring about the Shalom of 
God, the Beloved Community.”
 WDT is a conference that centers the 
theological work of women, creating space 
for women to speak into the existing body 
of theological work and shape it based on 
women’s expertise and experiences with God in 
community and in life, according to conference 
planners.
 Men who are interested in attending the 
conference are asked to complete an application 
and receive an invitation in order to register.
 The WDT planning team is Todman 
Moore, Melissa Florer-Bixler, pastor of 
Raleigh Mennonite Church, and Jenny Castro, 
coordinator of WIL. 
 The large group sessions will feature three 
speakers from different vocations—a preacher, a 
professor and a poet.

$

$ $ $ CURRENCY CORNER $ $ $

 June 30, 2018, marks the end of ACC’s fiscal year. 
You may recall that, in an attempt to get us on a more 
sound financial footing, we had budgeted a surplus of 
income over expenses for the year of $24,592.00. I am 
pleased to announce that our actual surplus for the 
year was $26,105.00, or an increase of $1513.00 above 
budget. 
 As your treasurer, I am humbled by the generosity of 
individuals and congregations who faithfully contribute 
their financial resources to ACC. This, in turn, allows 
ACC to support and nurture congregations and their 
leaders as they share the good news of Jesus’ love in their 
communities.
 Thank you again for your prayers and financial 
support for the work ACC.

        ~ Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer, Forest Hills

EVENTS

Save
these
dates.

“Anabaptism

is a

revolutionary

movement

for

wholeness,

peace,

and

reconciliation.”
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Friday, October 26, 2018
ACC Leadership Resource Day
Akron Mennonite Church

Friday, October 26, 2018
Women’s Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Akron Mennonite Church 
Men’s Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Neffsville Mennonite Church
Register at http://atlanticcoast
conference.net/assembly

Saturday, October 27, 2018
ACC Fall Assembly
Akron Mennonite Church
“Centering, Building, Sharing:
Celebrating 40 Years of 
Working Together with God”
http://atlanticcoastconference.
net/assembly



TEEN

MISSIONS

Forest Hills Youth
(photo upper left and right)

Conestoga Youth

Akron Youth

Certainly a number of ACC youth participated in mission projects 
this past summer, but here are three groups’ activities participating from  
Colorado to Pennsylvania to Illinois!
 Akron Mennointe youth headed to Denver, Colorado, to serve with 
the DOOR ministry program. Looking for God in the face of the city, they 
stayed at First Mennonite Church in Denver, joining other youth groups 
of various denominations. They participated in a balanced week of service, 
reflection and engagement, working with several inner-city non-profit 
organizations, journaling their experiences, and learning from guest speakers. 
One particular challenge was sharing six showers with 75 people. 
 Conestoga Mennonite youth chose a stay-at-home mission week 
serving locally in cleaning the local Food Pantry, working at the Mennonite 
Central Committee Material Resource Center, Tel Hai Camp, and the 
Morgantown ReUzit Shoppe. The youth are anticipating (along with some 
adults) in a winter mission trip to France to assist the Bussy congregation to 
move into their new church (previous warehouse).
 Forest Hills Mennonite youth arrived in Chicago on Sunday afternoon 
and began working with kids in the Casa Central summer program, played 
bingo with residents at a nursing home, navigated public transportation, 
experienced ethnic food, and much more! They had a fantastic time, rich with 

2019 ACC Youth Summer Missions

opportunities to serve and show 
the love of Jesus, as well as the 
opportunity to learn and grow 
in ways to live out their faith. 
 
~ KarynNancarvis, Akron 
~ Rachel Mast, Conestoga
~ Rose Mosemann, Forest Hills

Left: Conestoga
youth working at the
Morgantown ReUzit
Shoppe.
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CONFERENCE

RELATED

MINISTRIES

CHOICE
BOOKS

PA

121 South
Main Street

Manheim, PA
17545

717-665-3933

info@pa.
choicebooks.org

For the 12th consecutive year, Choice Books (CB) maintained annual sales 
of over 5 million books with 5,190,491 books sold in 2017. After a record-
setting year in 2016, this was a 10.5% decrease. The pace of sales 
remained exciting, however, at 14,200 books sold per day! In the history of 
recorded CB sales, CB has distributed nearly 117 million books. Fifty 
years ago, in 1967, CB posted annual sales of only 28,554 books. Despite 
the challenges of a changing retail environment, CB continues to 

experience God’s faithfulness and provision. For example, additional sales of non-book items (i.e. Bible covers, blessing 
cards, etc.) increased nearly 13% to 377,626 units for the year.

Choice Books’ best-selling title in 2017 was Too Blessed to Be Stressed Devotions for Women, with 116,104 
copies sold from displays. Other best-selling titles included Keep Calm and Trust God (106,616 copies); 
Brain Games Bible Find a Word (59,153 copies); and Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps, and Time Lines
(47,012 copies).  

Readers continue to share how the books from CB displays impact their lives and the lives of their family and 
friends. Books sometimes find their way into prisons, and an inmate shared this testimony with Choice Books 
after reading a book entitled, 101 Prayers for My Son. “I was so intrigued by this book,” he wrote. “Thank you 
so much. It will help my confidence in leading my sons through prayer. I have two very special boys. I am very 
excited to get released, hopefully soon, so I can use your book as a prayer guide.”  

A reader from Landenberg, PA, wrote, “Your marketing strategy is perfect. At the Walgreens pharmacy in Newark, DE, 
the wait is always long, and a display of your books is located near the waiting line. The selection of books is terrific. I am 
able to find at least one book to purchase each time that I go to Walgreens. The only Christian book stores around Newark 
have closed. Therefore, your book display at Walgreens is very much appreciated. The selection of books that you have at 
Dutchway in Gap, PA is also very good and another source of my book purchases. My most recent purchase was 
Overcoming Tough Times.” Unfortunately, in January 2018, Walgreens requested that the CB display be removed from 
this store along with CB displays from over 100 other Walgreens stores nationwide. 

“It’s these testimonies that keep Choice Books (CB) strengthened to persevere,” notes national CEO Ken Gonyer. “As the 
decrease in sales implies, CB had a challenging year in 2017. Christian bookstores are closing, and CB displays are being 
removed. CB’s distribution of ‘religious’ material is being scrutinized by retailers. However, the troubles we endure 
faithfully can build perseverance and spiritual maturity. Tough times can also bless us with an opportunity to focus on 
strengthening our operations, our finances, and our implementation of the CB mission. As always, and especially during 
these tough times, CB covets the prayers and financial backing from supporting churches and conferences.” 

Each year, Choice Books (CB) recognizes the highest retail volume accounts in various retail categories. In 
2017, CB of Pennsylvania serviced the following retailers who were the top CB retailers in their respective 
categories nationwide: 

Independent Supermarket – Shady Maple Farm Market, East Earl, PA, sold 2,091 books. 

Restaurant Location – Shady Maple Smorgasbord, East Earl, PA, sold 5,585 books. 

Originally organized in 1962, Choice Books (CB) currently operates through a network of seven regional 
CB Distributors who work cooperatively with a Central Office in Harrisonburg, VA. Choice Books of 
Pennsylvania, a CB regional distributor based in Manheim, PA directed by Ray Brubaker, is an Atlantic 
Coast Conference Related Ministry with board representation from multiple Anabaptist conferences. The 
national organization employs over 300 staff and volunteers and services more than 11,500 displays 
scattered across the continental United States, Hawaii and Puerto Rico. CB purchases books from over 70 
publishers and sells both English and Spanish language inspirational Christian books. For more 
information about Choice Books, please visit their website at www.choicebooks.org. 
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Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches, Christian 
organizations, youth summer camp, 
outdoor ed. school program, challenge 
ropes, road scholar programs for seniors.

Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
Ministry of the New York City 
Mennonite churches, founded in 1969; 
with mission to empower youth to serve 
in the city. Summer children’s camps. 

Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
www.camphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this ministry 
offers a variety of overnight camps and 
year-round events for all ages to connect 
with God, nature, and each other. 

Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 717-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
www.choicebooks.org
Reaching People for Christ, 
One Book at a Time

Eastern Mennonite Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd., P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips and supports 200 workers in 
39 countries, focusing particularly 
where the church is weak or nonexistent.

EMU at Lancaster
1846 Charter Lane, P.O. Box 10936
Lancaster, PA 17605
Phone: 717-397-5190
lancaster@emu.edu
www.emu.edu/lancaster
Community, Flexibility, and 
Convenience as we educate adult 
learners in Lancaster for 30 years

Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466
Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
Non-profit, Christian ministry
serving residential services for 
developmental disabled since 1972.

Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org 
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, Apart-
ments, Assisted Living, Memory 
Support, Skilled Nursing Households, 
Adult Day Services, Garden Spot 
Village At Home, Center for Health. 

Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of first permanent settlement 
of Mennonites in America through 
which most North American 
Mennonites have symbolically passed.
 
Harmonies Music Ministry 
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new Christian 
music resources for the church world-
wide through performance, resource 
development, and leadership training.

Kairos: School of 
Spiritual Formation 
301 St. Thomas Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-669-2957 
office@KAIROSjourney.org
www.kairosjourney.org
Programs in spiritual formation and 
spiritual direction in weekend retreats. 
Other opportunities include day 
retreats and experiential prayer 
sessions in congregational settings.

Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751 

lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org 
Educates, inspires, and promotes the 
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the 
Mennonite expression of Anabaptist 
tradition. Offers educational library/
archives, bookstore, and museum.

Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-299-0436
Fax: 717-509-4088
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at: 
   • Hershey Campus, K-12
   • Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
   • Lancaster Campus, 6-12
   • Locust Grove Campus, PreK-6
   • New Danville Campus, PreK-5

Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-381-3500
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Following God’s call to creatively serve 
the diverse needs and interests of older 
adults by developing opportunities and 
collaborative relationships.

Mennonite Home Communities 
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org 
Providing care to seniors for 100 years  
in cottage and apartment residences, 
assisted living, health care, and 
rehabilitative therapies.

New Holland Early 
Learning Center
18 Western Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557 
Phone: 717-354-4440
wcoleman@nhelc.org
www.creatingcommunityforkids.com
Creating community for kids.

New Person Ministries 
P.O. Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and 
provides community reentry services.

No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891

office@nlam.org
NLAM provides professional services 
to build hope to individuals and 
families experiencing mental illness.

Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
Outreach ministry of NBMC that 
includes a Brethren Voluntary Service 
unit, Asylum Seekers Housing 
Network, New Lens, and housing.

Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street, P.O. Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrates 45 years of rebuilding lives 
and community by teaching skills to 
solve housing and financial problems. 

Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
info@telhai.org
www.telhai.org 
Provided housing in cottage and 
apartment residences, personal care, 
Adult Day Services, health care, and 
rehabilitative therapies for 60+ years

The City School (formerly 
Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.)
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
kwieder@cityschool.org
http://cityschool.org/
Trains and disciples students, bringing 
light to the city—one child at a 
time preparing students since 1968. 
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12.

The Shalom Project
P.O. Box 1132
Lancaster, PA 17608
Phone: 267-222-0730
nathan@shalomlancaster.org
One-year voluntary service program 
for college grads living in an intentional 
community house, serving full-time 
internships, experiencing and extending 
God’s shalom (wholeness and peace).

WellSpan Philhaven
283 South Butler Rd., P.O. Box 550
Mt. Gretna, PA 1706
717-273-8871
South central Pennsylvania’s most 
comprehensive behavioral health 
organization with 54 programs and 
27 care locations. For 65 years, they 
have focused on treating the mind, 

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . . 
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ANNUAL

FALL

ASSEMBLY

Centering, 

Building, 

Sharing: 

Celebrating 

40 years 

of walking 

together 

with God

Hebrews 10:24

Radical Living
Urban Youth 

Garden
Brooklyn, NY

 Come and celebrate 40 years of Atlantic Coast 
Conference, 1978-2018. We will remember the people 
and projects that helped define ACC in the past, 
consider where we are today, and think creatively about 
what the future might hold as we continue walking 
together with God. 
 Childcare and English-Spanish translation 
available upon request.
 Find more info about the weekend’s events and 
register by October 24 at http://atlanticcoastconference.
net/assembly/

Join us for ACC’s 

Fall Assembly
on Saturday,

October 27, 2018, at

Akron Mennonite Church

from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Delegates, 
youth delegates, and 
general attendees— 

all are welcome! 
For the composition of 

ACC’s delegate body, visit:
 

http://atlanticcoastconference.
net/composition

Men’s & Women’s Gatherings  •  Friday evening, October 26
        Women’s Banquet            Men’s Dinner
          6:00 p.m. at Akron Mennonite Church 6:30 p.m. at Neffsville Mennnonite Church

Find more information and registration at atlanticcoastconference.net/assembly

MCC Grocery Box 
Collection

 This project of the Peace & Justice 
Committee sends much needed food relief 
to local communities. A single box costs 
about $25 to fill and help in areas where 
there are issues of food insecurity. Having 
these basic items helps free up funds so 
that people have money for rent, medical 
needs, etc.
 Collection will take place on October 
27 at the Annual Assembly at Akron 
Mennonite Church in Akron. An MCC 
truck will be available in the morning to 
collect boxes.
 

ACC Nickels for Neighbors Project

 ACC congregations are encouraged to collect coins 
in their Sunday School classes, Bible Studies, or services, 
primarily as a way to encourage giving among our children
 The 2018 ACC Nickels For Neighbors grant will be 
given to the Radical Living Urban Youth Garden. Radical 
Living is a 501c3 community organization that serves the 
young people of the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood of 
Brooklyn, New York. Jason and Vonetta Storbakken have 
created this ministry to educate, equip and inspire young 
people in Bedford-Stuyvesant to understand urban farming 
and work toward environmental justice, all through a faith-
based (Anabaptist-influenced) lens.
 Congregations may send coins or a single check along to 
the Annual Assembly for collection on October 27 at Akron 
Mennonite Church. 


