
 
 

 

 

 

Present: 156 including 75 delegates, 61 general attendees, 8 staff members and 12 children 
 

 

1. John Denlinger (Moderator, Ridgeview) gave an opening welcome and shared some details 

about the day.  

2. Carl Laws-Landis (Pilgrims) and Pat Martin (Akron) led “What is this Place?”, #1 in Hymnal, a 

Worship Book. 

3. Rachel Nolt (pastor, Akron) shared an opening reflection on the day’s theme of “Centering, 

Building, Sharing: celebrating 40 years of walking with God”. The history of ACC and of 

Christianity as a whole is the story of a movement of God’s people saying “yes” to 

community and to divine call to walk with God.  

4. After a time of greeting, Angie Chelton read the day’s scripture focus from Hebrews 10:23-

25. 

5. Carl Laws-Landis and Pat Martin led “Cantad al Señor/Oh, Sing to the Lord”, #12 in Sing the 

Journey and “Heart with Loving Heart United”, #420 in Hymnal. 

6. Barry Kreider (pastor, Pilgrims) shared a reflection on the need to “spur” one another on to 

the future good deeds we’re called to. Barry then invited attendees to share with those 

around them how they are feeling urged into good deeds in their own lives. 

7. Carl Laws-Landis and Pat Martin led “I will stand in the congregation”, #113 in Sing the Story 

and “Come walk with us”, #2 in Sing the Journey.  

8. An offering was collected by ushers for the operating budget of Atlantic Coast Conference 

and by children for the Nickels for Neighbors project.  
 

9. Announcements: John Denlinger shared that Paul Burkholder, a long-time ACC pastor has 

passed away last night. He also shared a prayer for Ron and Judy Zook, pastors at Laurel 

Street, as Ron undergoes procedures to treat cancer and other possible issues. 
 

10. Mile-marker 1 – women in ministry: Etta Esch (Ridgeview) and Mary Grace Shenk 

(Landisville) shared reflections on the gradual inclusion of women in conference life from 

their personal experiences and from the history of ACC. Etta named Miriam Martin, a former 

conference administrator and minister, as a visionary leader. Mary Grace shared about her 

experience as ACC’s first female overseer and Executive Committee member and the ripples 

this change made. The steps and example of these women and others created space for 

other women to share their gifts from leadership positions in ACC.  
 

11. Nickels for Neighbors presentation: Joanne Dietzel (Conference Minister, Ridgeview) 

presented the 2018 Nickels for Neighbors grant to Jason and Vonetta Storbakken and their 

ministry, the Radical Living Urban Youth Garden. The ministry empowers underserved urban 

youth by teaching service, gardening, environmental stewardship, cooking, and healthy living 

in Brooklyn, NYC.  
 

12. New minister introduction & MLC updates: John Denlinger and Nancy Rohrer Sauder 

(Neffsville) shared several announcements on behalf of the Ministerial Leadership 

Committee (MLC).  



 
 

 

 

 

a. John and Nancy introduced 10 ministers new to ACC over the past year. 

b. Nancy made a correction of comments made at the August 2017 delegate gathering 

about how the MLC members are chosen. Nominations for open seats are made by 

current MLC members to achieve optimum diversity and names are approved by 

Executive Committee. The chair is approved by the delegate body. 

c. John and Steve Crane (Ridgeview) shared about the preparation of a team that is 

now in place to investigate an alleged instance of ministerial misconduct should that 

ever be necessary.  
 

13. Peace mug presentation: Brook Musselman (Conference Coordinator, Zion) recognized the 

Peace & Justice Committee’s 2019 Peace Mug award recipient, Titus Peachey (East 

Chestnut Street). Titus has done a variety of peace work, largely with Eastern Mennonite 

Missions and Mennonite Central Committee, centered around helping the people of Laos 

and the surrounding countries recover from warfare and the scars that remain part of the 

landscape.  
 

14. Mile-marker 2 – church planting: Wes Boyer (Conestoga) and John Denlinger shared 

about ACC’s history of church planting. Wes played a central role as the chair of ACC’s 

Mission Commission for many years. A church planting consultant was employed by ACC for 

a time, and ACC as a conference supported leaders in starting and growing healthy 

congregations.    
 

15. Receive minutes: John Denlinger presented minutes from the 2018 Spring Assembly at 

Hope Community Church. Minutes were approved as presented (JW Sprunger (Akron), 

Lemar Mast (Conestoga), unanimous). 
 

16. Puerto Rico partnership opportunity: Rolando Santiago (Neffsville) and Galen Sauder 

(Neffsville) share an invitation for individuals and congregations to partner with Neffsville 

Mennonite Church and Mennonite Disaster Service to help build a new ministry center for La 

Plata Mennonite congregation in Puerto Rico. 
 

17. Year-end finance report: Ken Martin (Treasurer, Forest Hills) presented the year-end 

finance report for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. Ken reported that the year-end surplus was 

$26,105, about $1,500 greater than the budgeted surplus for the year. This surplus is 

contributing to the growth of a reserve fund. The year’s contributions were slightly under 

budget while the expenses were also under budget, resulting in the surplus. Ken expressed 

appreciation on behalf of the Finance Committee for the generosity of ACC’s congregations 

and individual donors. Ken also thanked Larry McJunkin, the committee’s chair, for his work 

in overseeing the financial health of the conference. The finance report was received as 

presented (Ken Martin (Forest Hills), Marilyn Henderson (Hebron), unanimous). 
 

18. CLF update: Merv Stoltzfus (Executive Conference Minister, Ridgeview) gave an update on 

the development of the Congregational Leadership Fund, an endowment to provide financial 

support to pastors and congregations as they develop their leadership capacity. Funds will 

be dispersed twice annually beginning in January 2019.  

 

19. Vote on 2018 leadership slate: Lyndell Thiessen (Blossom Hill) presented the eight 

individuals of the 2018 Leadership Slate. By delegate vote, these individuals were approved 

for a two-year term beginning immediately: 
 

-  Jon Carlson (Forest Hills), Assistant Moderator 

-  E. Lynn Brubaker (Frazer), Executive Committee Member-at-Large 



 
 

 

 

 -  Brenda Martin Hurst (Frazer), Executive Committee Member-at-Large 

- Larry McJunkin (Forest Hills), Finance & Stewardship Committee Chair 

- Joyce Martin (Zion), Mennonite Women Committee Chair 

- Sam Wanjau (African Community Church of Lancaster), Missions Committee Chair 

- Nelson Yoder (Ridgeview), Gifts Discernment Committee Member 

- Lois Ann Mast (Conestoga), Gifts Discernment Committee Member 
 

20. Welcome of Bridge of Hope – National as a new CRM: Cindy Petersheim (Conference 

Related Ministries Coordinator) introduced and welcomed Edith Yoder, Executive Director of 

Bridge of Hope – National. Edith shared about the background and mission of the ministry 

and expressed thanks for the past and future connection with ACC congregations. Bridge of 

Hope helps churches respond to homelessness in our communities. 
 

21. Mile-marker 3 – youth ministry & quizzing: Dwight Rohrer (Conference Youth Minister, 

Neffsville) and Brook Musselman shared about the historical and present importance of 

youth ministry for the conference. Dwight shared his memories and influences from many 

years of involvement with ACC’s youth programming, both as a youth and a young leader. 

Merv Stoltzfus is one who has provided great leadership to the program and to 

congregational youth leaders for many years. Brook shared that many of ACC’s priorities 

remain the same as they were in the beginning of the conference: faith formation through the 

Bible Quizzing program and Fall Youth Retreats, building of community through regular 

youth gatherings, and resourcing of youth leaders.  
 

22. After a break, Cindy Petersheim introduced Ryan Kellermeyer and The City School’s 

elementary choir, who performed several songs as delegates reconvened.  
 

23. ACC Timeline Review: - Lois Ann Mast (Conference Historian & Editor, Conestoga) gave a 

brief overview of ACC’s historical timeline. She shared that ACC’s charter congregations 

came from both Mennonite and Amish backgrounds and that the conference was originally 

formed from an amiable parting of 36 congregations, many of which were part of the Ohio & 

Eastern Conference of the Mennonite Church.  
 

24. Mile-marker 4 – ACC Formation: Merv Stoltzfus and John Smucker (Garden Spot) shared 

about how ACC formed from various affiliations, the original vision and sense of collaboration 

and trust felt between charter members, and about early mission work done with other area 

Mennonite conferences. The early mission of ACC was to invite others into faith, to plant 

churches together, to provide for youth ministry, and to build as sense of community between 

member congregations. The first Assembly was held at Conestoga Mennonite Church on 

November 4, 1978. John shared several stories from his time of ministry and growth in NYC.  
 

25. Panel on ACC’s early days: John Denlinger interviewed Warren Tyson, former Executive 

Conference Minister, Esther Martin, ACC’s first Currents editor, and John Hostettler, an early 

Treasurer of ACC. After introductions, John asked for one exciting or surprising memory 

about being part of this new conference. 
 

i. Warren shared about the competence of staff and the agility and innovation 

of an early conference with young, energetic pastors.  

ii. John noted the surprise of serving and being accepted on Executive 

Committee with many of the conference’s founders. 

iii. Esther was pleased by how well the conference did at involving children in 

the business of conference.  
 



 
 

 

 

 

26. Hymn Sing: Pat Martin led delegates in singing a variety of hymns that would have been 

meaningful to ACC congregations since ACC’s inception: 
 

- HWB 12  Come let us all unite to sing 

- HWB 327  Great is thy faithfulness 

- HWB 407  We are people of God’s peace 

- HWB 548  Teach me thy truth 

- STJ 73  The Lord lift you up 

- STJ 15  Santo (Holy) 

- STJ 97  The Lord is my light 

- STJ 44  The love of God 

- STS 40  Som’landela (We will follow) 

- HWB 546  Guide my feet 

- HWB 118  Praise God from whom (606) 
 

27. Conference Related Ministry highlight: Cindy Petersheim introduced Jean Kilheffer Hess, 

Executive Director of Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, who shared about LMHS’s 

current programming and desire to serve the congregations of ACC.  
 

28. Sharing hope for the future: Joanne Dietzel and Jon Carlson (Assistant Moderator, Forest 

Hills) invited twelve leaders representing the diversity of ACC to share their vision for the 

future of the church in less than one minute: 
 

- Cindy & Bob Petersheim  

- Clair & Beth Good (by video) 

- Jim Ralph 

- Leslie Homer-Cattell 

- Rosemary Shenk 

- Rachel Mast 

- Gina Burkhart 

- Jon Carlson 

- Gary Lloyd 

- Sandra Weins  
 

29. World Café: Jon Carlson and Joanne Dietzel led a World Café table discussion where 

delegates answered the following questions at table groups: 
 

- In what ways are ACC and its congregations currently modeling being “centered 

in Christ” with each other and beyond? How might we improve on this in the 

future? 

- In what ways are ACC and its congregations currently modeling “building 

connections” with each other and beyond? How might we improve on this in the 

future? 

- In what ways are ACC and its congregations currently modeling “sharing God’s 

love” with each other and beyond? How might we improve on this in the future? 
 

30. Joanne Dietzel led a closing prayer before dismissal at 3:18 pm.  

 

Recorded by Brook Musselman, conference coordinator 

 

Rachel Mast 
 

Rachel Mast, secretary 
 


