
Stories of Creation Care
Fellowship Hall  |  Panelists

Why is creation care important? What impact 
do we expect to make? A panel representing a 
few ACC congregations will share what steps 
their church communities have taken to care 
for creation and why this action is important to 
them. 
  

Seminars Session 1: 1:00 - 1:50 pm

Who is my neighbor? 
Peacemaking through 
Community Dev’t
Rm 14-15  |  Nathan Greiser, Executive   
           Director of The Shalom Project

Loving your neighbor starts with knowing your 
neighbor. In this seminar Nathan will share 
stories, insights, and best practices related to 
active community engagement, with special 
attention to relational bridge-building, based 
on his experience with The Shalom Project, 
a voluntary service program in Lancaster city. 
This seminar will also invite participants to 
share from their experience. Living as engaged 
neighbors is one way we serve others and 
seek peace according to the way of  Jesus. 
Sponsored by Bridge of  Hope - National, a 
network committed to ending homelessness for 
families through neighboring relationships that 
demonstrate Christ’s love. 

Healthy Masculinity: 
On Being a Man
Rm 16-17  |  Steve Thomas, Executive   
           Director of Mennonite Men

Men and boys are sometimes told “Be a 
man.” But what does this mean? For many 
males, this means being invulnerable, acting 
tough, and dominating others. Realizing how 
this toxic masculinity negatively impacts us, 
we need another way of  being a man. In this 
workshop, we will explore healthy masculinity 
by looking at the roles and marks of  good men 
living in the way Jesus. Led by the director of  
Mennonite Men and co-editor of  Peaceful 
at Heart: Anabaptist Reflections on Healthy 
Masculinity.
  

Exploring our Story through 
Voices Together
Rm 13  |  Bradley Kauffman, Managing   
      Director of the Voices Together  
      project

How does Voices Together fit in the recent (50 
year) succession of  Mennonite denominational 
collections? How does VT tell the story of  
who we are and where we’ve come from 
theologically and ecclesiologically? Who does 
Voices Together allow my congregation to 
worship with? Project director and general 
editor Bradley Kauffman will lead an interactive 
discussion, unpacking some of  the joys and 
challenges of  hymnal revision.

Building Resilience in Anxious 
Times: Helping Youth Face 
Depression & Anxiety
Rm 7  |  Dr. Doug Friesen

Youth today face many challenges at home 
and at school.   Pressure to fit in socially, 
perform academically and find a  spiritual 
center is difficult.  Many youth are dealing with 
emotional struggles that can lead to anxiety and 
depression.  In his seminar, Dr. Doug Friesen, 
a licensed psychologist and family therapist, will 
talk to youth about facing anxiety, stress and 
depression and what it means to build resiliency 
and effective coping strategies.



Trending Topics & Definitive 
Answers: A Menno Gameshow
Fellowship Hall  |  Panelists

A roundtable discussion game including 
youth and adult panelists on trending issues 
of  the day, including, but not limited to, the 
Mennonite faith. Audience will help select the 
winning panelist who will be named Honorary 
ACC Moderator. 
  

Seminars Session 2: 2:00 - 2:50 pm

Let the Children Come: 
Welcoming Children with 
Special Needs
Rm 14-15  |  Becky Degan, Associate Pastor  
           of Worship and Christian   
                     Education at Forest Hills 
  Mennonite Church

As churches, we share God’s love with 
children in many ways – in worship, Sunday 
School, Children’s Programming. Families 
having children with special needs face unique 
challenges, but share with all of  us in wanting 
a congregation that loves and cares for our 
children. How do we help our congregation 
as a whole understand and embrace all of  our 
children as part of  our church community? 
How do we help our volunteers include 
children of  all needs as we support families 
and walk with them? We will talk about 
ways to encourage conversation within your 
congregation as well as look at some resources 
and ideas for including children with special 
needs in church life.

Articulating a Vison to Focus 
Ministry
Rm 16-17  |  Bob Petersheim, Lead Pastor of  
           Conestoga Mennonite Church

This workshop assumes the saying: “we shape 
our words and then our words shape us” 
applies to individuals and groups.  Our time 
will review foundational principles to form 
effective vision, alongside practical illustrations 
and interactive sharing. The primary goal is 
participants equipped to focus vision that 
would better empower Christ’s kingdom in their 
context. Achieving that goal would include 
participants having had opportunity to both 
receive and share relevant experiences and 
wisdom.  

“Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets 
so that a herald may run with it.”Habakkuk 2:2
  

Planting Peace Churches
Rm 13  |  Mauricio Chenlo, MMN Holistic  
      Witness and Church Planting and  
              Marisa Smucker, MMN Church 
      Relations Representative

The Holy Spirit is the architect for new 
bodies of  believers, but it takes people guided 
by principles to carry out the plans. This 
workshop focuses on calling leaders, sustaining 
ministry, and encouraging multiplication. These 
principles are the core of  the peace church-
planting online resource: the Sent Network that 
launched its first cohort in August 9th, 2019.

Global Peacemaking
Rm 7  |  Bianca Neff, Executive Director of  
    Petra Peacebuilders

The Spirit of  God is moving among the nations 
of  the world, that the ways of  the Prince of  
Peace may be known and followed. Join us to 
learn about cutting-edge global peacebuilding 
efforts among Anabapist-affiliated partners 
worldwide. Workshop led by Bianca Neff  of  
Petra Peacebuilders.


