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Collectively Unique
By John Denlinger, ACC Moderator

In the Spring of  2013 as I was completing my time as 
Executive Director of  Laurelville Mennonite Camp, 
Conference and Retreat Center I received a call from 
Warren Tyson inquiring if  I would consider serving as 
Moderator for Atlantic Coast Conference. 

As I reflect on my time in the role of  Moderator, I 
am reminded that God moves in mysterious ways his 
wonders to perform. In this case, God’s movement 
prepared me quite well for this role. I had grown to 
love ACC while pastoring at Ridgeview (1999-2009). 
My role with Laurelville afforded me the privilege of  
experiencing conference life in Lancaster, Virginia and 
Allegheny Conferences – groups I would continue to 
rub shoulders with as ACC’s Moderator.  

Some of  my highlights over the past six years include 
getting to know how each congregation understands 
its mission and vision for its local community.  Since 
it’s inception in 1978 ACC has invested in the life of  
its congregations by empowering and encouraging 
local mission and vision that makes a difference and 
proclaims Jesus where they serve. 

ACC congregations are collectively unique – each is 
committed to its sister congregations but keeps its 
own personality, identity, vision and passion. In our 
locations, organizational structures, church buildings, 
attendance size, staff  size, and on and on, our 
congregations represent the diversity of  the body of  
Christ. 
  
We are called together as one as we keep Christ at the 
Center while connecting and reconciling ourselves 
to God, each other and our neighbor as we share the 
Good News in our homes, and workplaces across the 
street and around the world.

I have learned that there is nothing new under heaven 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9) and on the other hand God is all 
about doing a new thing! (Isaiah 42:9, Isaiah 43:19 & 2 
Cor. 5:17)
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I have learned through our open and vigorous conversations that there are so 
many ways to define who ACC is but I believe that there is not any one thing 
to divide us. Therefore let us continue to encourage one another and build 
each other as we serve God and others. (1 Thess. 5:11)

My hope and prayer is that together ACC’s members will continue journeying 
together as congregations and individuals in discerning how together we can 
best be part of  the Kingdom of  God here on earth as it is in heaven.  May it 
be so.

I’d like to leave you with a few lessons I have learned through my personal 
heart transplant journey including: every day is a gift; every person is created 
and loved by God; life is short, live graciously as if  today might be your 
last day; love as if  your life depended on it because it does;  obey the great 
commandment, the great commission and confess daily; let go, live life lightly 
in the light and love of  God and others.

Thanks for the privilege of  serving with you!

ACC’s Executive Committee includes (back, L to R) Rachel Mast (Secretary), Ken 
Martin (Treasurer), Jon Carlson (Assistant Moderator), John Denlinger (Moderator), 
(front L to R) Jen Bowman Sauder, Brenda Martin Hurst, Jannat Veras. Not pictured: 
Lynn Brubaker. 

Executive Committee meetings are joined each month by staff  members Merv Stoltzfus 
(Executive Conference Minister), Joanne Dietzel (Conference Minister), Sylvia Shirk 
(Conference Minister in NYC), Dwight Rohrer (Conference Youth Minister), and Brook 
Musselman (Conference Coordinator). 

Currents is a quarterly publication that seeks to inspire and inform 
about ways God is working in congregations and related ministries of  
Atlantic Coast Conference of  Mennonite Church USA. 
ISSN 0199-7440

Contributions of  stories and photos for the Fall 2019 edition may 
be sent by September 6 to Editor Brook Musselman, brookm@
atlanticcoastconference.net.

Atlantic Coast Conference
2257 Old Philadelphia Pike
Lancaster, PA 17602
 
1-717-394-8107
1-800-238-0126
office@atlanticcoastconference.net
atlanticcoastconference.net
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Summary of Fiscal Year 2018-2019 
Executive Committee Action Items

• Approved Bridge of  Hope – National as a new  
 conference related ministry (September 2018)

• Drafted and approved a letter of  concern to the  
 board of  Eastern Mennonite Missions following  
 the dismissal of  Nelson Okanya (December  
 2018)

• Approved $3,940 for three recipients from the  
 Leadership Development fund (January 2019)

• Affirmed delegates for MennoCon19: John   
 Denlinger, Nan Kanagy, Jon Carlson (February  
 2019)

• Received 2019-2020 Conference Budget as   
 presented and recommend approval by Delegate  
 Council (March 2019)
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ACC Staff Update 

The past year has been a most interesting one for our staff  team.  
We feel blessed to work with our congregations as they strive to 
create a strong sense of  faith community, and be active in their 
neighborhoods and around the world.  

After many years of  exceptional service, Lois Ann Mast stepped 
away from her role as Currents Editor following the January 2019 
issue. Brook Musselman picked up this role and has been working 
with an editorial team including Lesie Homer-Catell, Abigail King, 
Jon Carlson, Merv Stoltzfus, Joanne Dietzel, and Lois Whisler to put 
together this quarterly publication.

One of  the highlights for ACC ministry staff  this year was to help 
facilitate many resource opportunities for credentialed leaders, lay 
leaders, and congregations.  We have appreciated the suggestions 
from our leaders regarding the resources they would find helpful, 
and will continue to offer a variety of  opportunities.

Throughout the first half  of  2019, Brook and the Peace & Justice 
Committee collaborated with other local agencies to host a series of  
events highlighting historical and contemporary peacemaking within 
the Mennonite community. Lancaster Mennonite School, Eastern 

ACC Ministry At A Glance

Mennonite Missions, Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, 
Mennonite Central Committee, and Landis Communities all joined 
ACC in offering this series of  events. 

The summer season was a credential renewal time for leaders 
which in turn is an opportunity to learn what resources have been a 
blessing to the lives of  our pastors, chaplains, and other credentialed 
persons.  It has been interesting to learn which books, seminars, and 
other learning opportunities have been encouraging to our leaders. It 
was also an opportunity to continue implementing best practices in 
the area of  child safety by ensuring that all credentialed leaders have 
current background checks. 

Another upcoming change will happen at the end of  2019.  Sylvia 
Shirk, Conference Minister with New York City congregations, 
will be ending her service on our team.  She has been an excellent 
resource to our NY congregations.  We celebrate her life changes, 
and the move to the west coast, but will miss her greatly on our 
team. 

Our team enjoys working together serving the congregations of  
ACC and beyond.  We are grateful for the many invitations to serve 
our congregations as they strive to be faithful to their vision and 
purpose.  

$209,280
Total endowment 
funds donated to 
date for ACC’s 
Congregational 

Leadership Fund

274$4,651.721

28125

Number of  food 
boxes collected for 
MCC at the 2018 
Annual Assembly

Raised for the 2018 
Nickels for Neighbors 
grant, awarded to the 
Radical Living Urban 

Youth Garden

New Conference 
Related Ministry: 
Bridge of  Hope - 

National

Numer of  quizzers 
participating in ACC 
Bible Quizzing 2019

Conference Related 
Ministries doing work 
in our communities 
on behalf  of  ACC 

congregations 



Ministerial Leadership Committee
Richard Thomas (chair), Samuel Walters, Dawn Rank-Hower, David 
Greiser, Catherine Frederick, Nancy Rohrer Sauder, Carmen Horst Okanya, 
John Denlinger (moderator), Merv Stoltzfus, Joanne Dietzel

The past year brought many routine agenda items and a few agenda 
items that were more difficult. We are grateful for your trust and 
prayer support as we seek to make faithful decisions. 
The committee examines ministerial candidates considering an 
assignment, exercises responsibility for maintenance of  ministerial 
credentials, receives requests from congregations to license or ordain 
a pastor or chaplain, promotes continuing education for pastors and 
other congregational leaders and conducts exit interviews of  pastors 
leaving a position within the conference. 

Our work is grounded in Confession of  Faith in a Mennonite 
Perspective. This confession represents a general consensus of  
the churches’ understandings of  faith and life. If  any of  our 
congregations were to write the confession, they would state some 
differently or bring a somewhat different understanding to some 
items within the confession. We expect candidates to be in basic 
agreement with the confession. At times we struggle in decision 
making on-behalf  of  our congregationally based conference 
when the decision is whether or not to grant or continue a 
conference credential for ministry based on the request of  a specific 
congregation. Having diverse committee members brings strength 
and we pray integrity to the decision-making process. 

An investigation committee has been called and trained should their 
services ever be needed to conduct an investigation of  ministerial 
misconduct by a person whose credentials are held by ACC.  We are 
grateful for the willingness of  these committee members who have 
given significant time in preparation. 

New Credentials & Assignments
Verle Brubaker, Zion (Interim)
Lori Witmer, Hebron (Ordained)
Matthew Carlson, Akron (Licensed)
Miriam Cruz, East Chestnut Street (Credentail Activated) 
Don Sharp, East Chestnut Street (Ordination recognized)
Nelson Yoder, Bethel (Interim)
Nelson Okanya, James Street (Ordination recognized)
Judith Bohlen, James Street (Ordained)
Gina Burkhart, Landisville (Ordained)
Michael Howes, Blossom Hill (Ordination recognized)
Audrey Kanagy, Ridgeview (Ordination recognized)
Robert Kanagy, Ridgeview (Ordination recognized) 
Karen Sensenig, Laurel Street (Ordination recognized)

Assignments Ended
Wes Boyer, Conestoga (retired)
Naomi Weaver, James Street (retired)
Mona Sauder, Blossom Hill (retired)
Steve Musselman, Zion
Mick Sommers, Ridgeview
Samantha Lioi, East Chestnut Street
Salomon Arias, Promilenio (retired)
Lowell Gerber, James Street (retired)
Bob Murr, Bethel
Liliana Potes, Primera Iglesia
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Gifts Discernment Committee
Lyndell Thiessen (chair), Nelson Yoder, Lois Ann Mast, Stan Shantz, Nancy 
Stauffer, Merv Stoltzfus 

In 2019, the Gift Discernment Committee (GDC) looked at 
leadership terms that were expiring and invited leaders to continue, 
or found new candidates. We had 11 positions that needed such 
attention and were able to fill all 11 positions, seven of  which have 
people starting their first term. The ACC Executive Committee 
will have a new Moderator, Treasurer and Member-at-Large and, 
if  affirmed, Lynn Brubaker (Frazer) will move from his position 
as Member-at-Large into the role of  the Secretary. On the GDC 
committee itself, we welcomed Lois Ann Mast (Conestoga) and 
Nelson Yoder (Frazer). We strive to fill positions with active 
church members of  diverse ethnic, gender and congregational 
representation. 
 
I continue to be excited about the work of  not only the Gift 
Discernment Committee, but also the ACC leadership in general 
and am constantly amazed at the wonderful, loyal, hard-working 
people who agree to leadership positions. I am also very grateful 
to the input and guidance from other GDC members that include 
Merv Stoltzfus, Stan Shantz, Nancy Stauffer, as well as Lois Ann and 
Nelson.

Committee Reports

MDS SEEKING MORE VOLUNTEERS THIS FALL
Mennonite Disaster Service has an urgent
need for volunteers this fall, due to a rise
in natural disasters and inclement weather
delays this spring. 

We are thankful for the many leadership vol-
unteers who have stepped up this season and
are ready to rebuild and restore homes. Even
so, we need the help of our weekly volunteers
who are the physical hands and feet of Jesus
in Texas, South Dakota, California and more. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to serve a
greater number of disaster survivors this sea-
son, and we hope you will join us in our ambi-
tious endeavor to bring more people home. 

“As I think of the thousands of pairs of hands
that respond, rebuild and restore homes after a
disaster, I am grateful.” 

— Kevin King, Executive Director for MDS 

To volunteer, 
call 717-735-3536 

mds.mennonite.netIn July, MDS Summer Youth Project volunteers rebuild 
in Conway, S.C., after Hurricane Michael in 2018.
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Peace & Justice Committee
Brook Musselman (chair), Vonetta Storbakken, Larry Shirk, John Stoner, Julia Dyck, Curtis Book, Ruth Miller, Keith Miller
ACC’s Peace & Justice Committee helps to facilitate service, education, and advocacy for congregations of  Atlantic Coast Conference. We believe 
that following Jesus means working for peace and justice and engaging with the world around us. We appreciate the work and collaboration with 
our network of  congregational peace & justice advocates who help us share information and opportunities throughout the conference. 
Besides our usual programs, our committee helped facilitate a series of  events promoting past and contemporary peacemaking as an aspect of  
living as disciples of  Jesus. In April we hosted Shane Claiborne and Mike Martin as they promoted their book, Beating Guns: Hope for a people 
who are weary of  violence. Through stories and the reforging of  a gun into a garden tool, they encouraged us to continue seeking the peace of  
our cities through gun law reform. An evening of  storytelling featured retold experiences of  four peacemakers whose lives and responses to 
violence were shaped by their Christian discipleship. Finally, an event exploring the Anabaptist peace stance and the military shared information 
about military recruitment, the Selective Service System, conscientious objection, and service opportunities. 
The committee is currently planning a resource and event aimed at raising awareness of  climate change and empowering our communities to 
care for creation and those affected by warming climates. 

Youth Committee
Karyn Nancarvis (chair), Rachel Mast, Nathan Horst, Amanda Stoltzfus, Rich Crockett, Dwight Rohrer, Brook Musselman
Cooler fall-like weather surprised us the weekend of  September 6-8 for the youth weekend retreat at Refreshing Mountain.  For our guest 
speakers, Heather Gordon, her son Nick Gordon and Natali Martinez, it was a welcome change from the dry heat of  Denver Colorado.
Heather joined us from the Denver DOOR ministry where she served as City Director.  Her son Nick and family friend Natali served alongside 
Heather as Junior youth advisors to the program for 3 summers.  The team led four interactive sessions exploring the theme: “Keyholes are 
Opportunities”.  Focused on the scripture passage, Matthew 19:24 “Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of  a needle 
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of  God.” The eye of  a needle is like peering through an old fashioned keyhole in a door.  
What we are able to see is very narrow and limited, and sometimes distorted.  Our individual privileges, including relative wealth, can be defined 
as entitlements and means to navigate our lives in society.  It can unknowingly create barriers, biases or walls in our communities.  
Saturday afternoon and evening was a time for play and getting to know one another. They and their brave advisors took to the trees for the 
elevated obstacle course, rock climbing wall, zip line and other outdoor activities.  
Youth advisors were also able to find connection and support through a Sunday morning devotional, times spent with other advisors, and an 
open coffee station.
In addition to the connections made, we learned that in order to give and receive the love of  Jesus, we need to be willing to open the door to 
a stranger or outcasts among us.  How will you open the door to the “other” at home?  



Congregational Reports

Akron Mennonite Church, Lancaster PA
In December 2017, Akron Mennonite Church began conversation about installing solar 
panels.  In the beginning our rationale seemed to be centered on the financial benefits of  
solar energy for the congregation.  Our first proposal was based on receiving a substantial 
state grant.  When we did not receive the grant, the conversation ended until one of  our 
members asked:  Shouldn’t we be considering solar energy because it aligns with our faith 
understanding of  caring for the world in which we live rather than the financial benefits 
that we could receive?  That question restarted the conversation.  
We believe that caring for the earth is one way to love our neighbors.  Changing climate 
affects are felt most deeply by our brothers and sisters living in developing countries.  It 
is the people on the margins who pay the cost of  rising sea levels and violent storms.  
So the youth and other members of  the congregation presented information to the 
congregation through humorous skits.  A group from the congregation led discussion 
during our second hour formation classes.  This past August as part of  a worship 
series based on stewardship, we considered care for the earth through song, scripture 
and sharing from members.  We are rejoicing as a congregation that we are in the final 
conversations with engineers and installers to install 229 solar panels on our roof  in early 
2020.

Atlantic Coast conference began the 2017-2018 fiscal year with 36 diverse 
congregations and church plants affiliating to create our conference family. 
The histories, faces, and expressions of  faith are widely varied: from centuries 
old Lancaster County congregations like Conestoga Mennonite to new works 
such as an intentional community in New York City called Radical Living. 
While more than half  of  ACC’s congregations are located in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania, our geographical representation is diverse as well, stretching 
from the Mennonite Congregation of  Boston to Ocean City, MD near the 
southern-most tip of  Maryland, west to Birch Grove Mennonite Church in 
northwestern Pennsylvania.
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African Community Church of Lancaster, Lancaster, PA
ACCL has experienced God’s grace over the years. 2019 has been a difficult year because 
of  our place of  worship.  We have four different worship groups during Sunday that 
share the Church building that we are renting at Rohrerstown Mennonite Church.   That 
has taken away some of  our precious time and have limited some activities so that we 
can accommodate other Churches.   We have set a goal of  raising $100,000 by November 
2nd.    We are welcoming all well wishers and friends of  Missions to join us on November 
2nd 20 19 for this special fundraiser in search of  a place of  worship that we can call our 
own.   The fundraiser will be at 601 Rohrerstown Road Lancaster PA 17603 starting at 
3:00 PM
We have also been hosting one of  Congolese’s refugee families who have ten Children.    
We thank our members and friends that have supported this family in food, Clothing 
and transportation whenever needed.   Thanks to all who have contributed generously to 
make sure they are well catered for.   
Our vision to support mission in Haiti, Kenya and USA still lives on.   Please pray with 
us as we continue to grow and experience God’s love and share the message of  peace and 
hope to the world.   
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Bethel Mennonite Church, Gettysburg, PA
Bethel Mennonite Church is the only Mennonite Church affiliated with Atlantic Coast 
Conference in Adams County, PA.  One neighboring Mennonite church is part of  
Eastern District Conference, also part of  Mennonite Church USA. 
Bethel celebrated its 80th anniversary this year with a service and fellowship meal which 
became a “homecoming” for many who grew up at or previously attended Bethel.  The 
anniversary and ongoing ministries illustrate how Bethel is blessed with individuals who 
are willing to contribute to congregational life through many acts of  service, teaching, 
worship leading, and sharing messages.  
Bethel shares the love of  Christ with local children through the Worship Zone and 
summer Kid’s Club (VBS). As Worship Zone meets twice monthly in the spring and 
fall, kids enjoy a free meal, followed by time in worship, music, drama, prayer and more. 
Helping these kids find and celebrate their God-given gifts has been an ongoing mission 
at both the Worship Zone and Kid’s Club.
People who attend Bethel connect with neighbors and friends, often sharing prayer 
concerns and blessings with the congregation.  Quarterly in-gatherings will be 
opportunities to support local or broader ministries by giving specifically requested items.  
Nelson Yoder is serving as interim pastor, providing leadership with the Ministry 
Team which is composed of  the directors of  the ministry areas in the congregation. 
Preparations are being made for a search for a new pastor.   

Birch Grove Mennonite Church, Port Allegany, PA
At Birch Grove Mennonite Church in Port Allegany, McKean County, probably the 
only Anabaptist gathering in the county other than our new Amish neighbors, we are 
finding that by opening our doors to a monthly food distribution, new relationships are 
being formed. We pray that in this ministry of  reaching out to those in need, the love 
Jesus has for them would truly be felt. We pray that with a few words, a few smiles, and 
listening ears, hearts would be touched and hope that may have been lost would be found 
again. For many who come to receive food, we may be the only Jesus they know. So we 
welcome our guests and do everything we can to make them feel at home and express 
that we are glad they came!

Blossom Hill Mennonite Church, Lancaster, PA
When babies are dedicated at Blossom Hill, we wrap them in a blanket that was woven 
by an older gentleman in our congregation.  This blanket symbolizes the love and the 
support of  the congregation wrapped around this little one and a commitment to help 
raise him/her in the faith.  
One of  the things unique to Blossom Hill is the number of  children we have, over 100.  
We see this as a huge opportunity and a responsibility.  We want the children to feel 
integrated into the life of  the congregation.  This is why we don’t offer a children’s church 
during our worship service but instead choose to make the service more child friendly.  
It is not uncommon to see children singing along to the hymns as they color on their 
clipboards or offer a prayer request during our sharing time.  
We celebrate different milestones at three years, first grade, nine years, 12 years, and 16 
years with a faith ritual that celebrates that season of  life.  They offer their artistic gifts 
for the Sunday morning visual and through music.  
We support our youth when they bring a concern such as the crisis in our environment 
and we rallied to write letters to our elected officials.  
When they graduate we wrap them again in prayer shawls knitted by members of  the 
congregation as we remind them of  the love from our community and God’s love that 
will not let them go as they fly the coop to college and beyond.
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Conestoga Mennonite Church, Morgantown, PA
CMC’s Anabaptist understanding of  faith benefitting others by following Jesus 24/7 has 
produced a legacy of  providing life impacting ministries. Six decades ago we started numerous 
congregations, local and beyond; started Conestoga Christian School; a School in Hebron, 
Israel that remains a vibrant witness in that troubled land; Tel Hai Camp and Tel Hai 
Retirement. 
Several decades ago similar motivators began ReUzit that moved into our old building in 2001. 
ReUzit recently passed the two million donation mark to MCC. 
In 2010 we assumed responsibility for Twin Valley Food pantry from a local declining 
congregation. The pantry has grown immensely. It is staffed by over seventy community 
volunteers feeding 140+ families monthly.
In 2012 we empowered Still Waters Counseling as a no cost ministry addressing a broad range 
of  client needs. Still Waters also has rescued numerous woman and children out of  domestic 
violence by placing them in a network of  homes developed.  
These ministries confirm effectiveness of  “needs based evangelism.” Meet real needs and 
people are more open to sharing from the heart and hearing testimony. Most of  the deep 
opportunities to pray with community members, to invite them to Christ, to bring them into 
our growing base of  membership, has grown out of  these ministries or the reputation these 
ministries have given us of  being “for the community”. 

Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster, Lancaster, PA
Community Mennonite Church of  Lancaster is an inclusive, progressive, Mennonite/
Anabaptist Christian peace church on Orange Street in Lancaster.
As people enter our small lobby, they’re greeted with big news stenciled on the wall: You are 
known and loved by God.
As all ACC congregations seek to do in various ways, CMCL tries to welcome people to share 
their lives and spiritual journeys. Two ways we’ve worked at that recently are:
Gifts & Growing Edges – We’ve adapted and used a retreat model developed by Community 
House Church of  Washington (D.C.) People share what’s foremost on their minds and hearts. 
These growing edges, plus the gifts they offer, help to shape CMCL’s life and witness.   
This I Believe – People share short reflections during worship about what they’ve come to 
believe and what has shaped those beliefs.
As a witness to the community, we intentionally share space: another congregation 
worships here, neighbors are invited to free exhibits by CMCL artists in our gallery, working 
neighborhood families find free before-school care here, and CMCL’s building is a meeting 
space for AA and many other community groups.

Forest Hills Mennonite Church, Leola, PA
Which is more deadly—being obese or being lonely? While most of  us recognize obesity as 
a public health crisis, Dr. Vivek Murthy, a former Surgeon General, says that loneliness is 
even more dangerous. Being lonely, it turns out, shortens life expectancy as much as smoking 
fifteen cigarettes each day. 
At Forest Hills, we recognize the unique role God has given the church in healing social 
isolation. God, we’re reminded in Psalm 68, sets the lonely in families. When the church 
gathers, we have opportunity to bring people together across racial, ethic, socioeconomic, 
gender, and even geographic divides. The church might just be the best antidote to our 
modern loneliness epidemic. 
In the past year, our congregation has paid particular attention to the challenges that face 
parents of  children with special needs (physical, cognitive, emotional, and social) and how 
those challenges can exacerbate social isolation. We’ve also explored how to best provide 
connection points for the elderly and aging. We’ve worked to bring together people outside of  
their typical affinity groups. We’ve wrestled with how our historic glorification of  marriage and 
childrearing has made church less hospitable for people who are single or childless. We’ve tried 
to overcome some of  the stigma and shame that can come with acknowledging “I’m lonely.” 

It’s not good for humans to be alone. It might even be deadly. But as a church in the 
Anabaptist Mennonite tradition, we have a rich heritage of  practicing community, becoming 
the family that God desires. 



East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church, Lancaster, PA
Our congregation continues to feel God calling us 1) to be transformed by God’s mercy, 
grace and love, 2) to introduce our children and neighbors to Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior, 3) to equip one another to live peaceably and generously, and 4) to contribute to 
the well-being of  Lancaster City and the wider world.
Our weekly Community Meals, serving on average 150 of  our neighbors every Monday 
evening, continues to be a relational context of  significant spiritual growth for our 
congregation. Through long-term friendships with our neighbors, characterized by 
mutual care and love, we feel God transforming and reshaping us. We are also deeply 
grateful to be able to collaborate with other ACC congregations in this venture, including 
Blossom Hill, James Street, and Neffsville.
Our congregation is deeply concerned about urgent moral crisis of  climate change. This 
past summer, we installed two new electric vehicle charging stations in our parking lot 
(see photo). They are available for free to anyone with an electric car. For more details, go 
to: https://www.plugshare.com/location/184362
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Frazer Mennonite Church, Frazer, PA
Every summer, Frazer Mennonite Church changes up worship. Instead of  traditional 
preaching, we ask members of  the congregation to share from their lives and scripture, 
based on prompts from the Worship Team.  This year, one of  the prompts was “Calling 
and Mission.”  Folks were invited to share--in five minutes or so--what those words 
meant to them.  Some spoke about their understanding of  calling in their approach to 
life, others shared about specific projects that they feel called into, and others addressed 
their personal vocation and calling.  One person’s poignant sharing was about his distrust 
of  the words “calling” and “mission.” 
Frazer is theologically diverse, yet we have a great appreciation for the different ways we 
approach the biblical text and our faith. And at the heart of  our collective faith is a desire 
to walk together, to listen to each other, and to challenge each other to grow into a vision 
of  the reign of  God.  

Hebron Mennonite Church, Hagarstown, MD
This year at Hebron we welcomed new members through baptism and families through  
transfer of  membership. We rejoice that we have new challenges in providing children’s 
Sunday School teachers! We celebrate during our spiritual practice of  filling MCC school 
kits on Labor Day Sunday (198 this year) as well as about 100 relief  kits earlier in the 
year. In September we began a new season (Sept – Feb) of  LIFT Groups (Learning In 
Fellowship Together Groups) during Sunday 2nd Hour when we discern and discuss 
together what God has been saying through the entire worship service and through 
our lives. Then we encourage each other to practice it. We intentionally plan fellowship 
events where we can invite friends and family to join us—Ice Cream & Volleyball, Dinner 
Together, Weiner Roast at Hebron’s fire ring, Progressive Lunch, Hebron Escape, etc. 
But most of  all, we rejoice together at what God has done through Hebron in 40 years. 
We are grateful for the ways God is working in us now. And we look forward to what 
God has for Hebron in the years to come.

Hope Community Church of Fleetwood, Fleetwood, PA
Hope Community Church, from its beginning, has tended to have a contemporary format 
to our gatherings. This has produced a diverse group of  attenders who come from many 
different backgrounds. This diversity presents both challenges and opportunities. While 
we cannot assume agreement or full understanding of  core Anabaptist theologies, we also 
see opportunities to teach and preach these theologies and values to people who might 
not have sought out an overtly Mennonite congregation. One of  the unique quality at 
Hope that some new people have commented on is the personal warmth and caring of  
our congregation. We believe that people don’t care what we know until they know that 
we care. We also believe that it is fundamentally uncaring not to teach people the way 
of  Christ and encourage them to live out his teachings on a daily basis. This fall we are 
studying Michael Frost’s book “Surprise the World” which examines 5 practical ways of  
reaching out to our community through blessing others, eating with others, listening to 
the Spirit, learning Christ, and living sent where we live, work and play. 



James Street Mennonite Church, Lancaster, PA
“We are an Anabaptist congregation gathering in Lancaster City that is empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to follow Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor as self ” (our  mission). 
Worshipping and gathering in Lancaster city  is one long-term way we have sought to 
love our neighbor. We choose to be in the city, pray for it, and contribute to its welfare 
(Jeremiah 29:7). And we choose to contribute funds to the city each year in lieu of  taxes.
Members often say they come to JSMC for the diversity of  thought. That thought 
diversity has narrowed as we journey toward inclusion, yet our church family remains very 
open and welcoming. In support of  inclusion, JSMC modified our membership guidelines 
in 2018, defining membership more openly to promote inclusion based on active 
participation rather than official rolls. We are a welcoming church for LGBTQ individuals 
and couples, including for employment.
James Street members have a long history of  taking a stand against oppression and 
injustice. Members participate in marches and demonstrations, write letters in support 
of  oppressed groups, and actively participate as both professionals and volunteers in 
direct work with refugee resettlement, restorative justice, and support for families facing 
housing and food insecurity, just to name a few. 
The remainder of  our mission statement sums it up: We envision being a gracious 
Christian community in a world that is increasingly polarized, offering a safe context 
where people are welcome to embrace our uniqueness and express their differences in an 
atmosphere of  belonging.

Landisville Mennonite Church, Landisville, PA

Caring for those around us, especially for those with material needs, is a characteristic 
of  our congregation. Whether through providing a monthly community meal at a local 
Lutheran church, or opening the doors each week for our clothing bank, or volunteering 
at the local food bank, Landisville folks understand their calling to include service. This 
past year, that service has grown to include care and support to refugees and immigrants. 
What makes this especially joyful is the fact that all is done in partnership with other 
followers of  Jesus, both Mennonites and members of  other faith communities. It is a 
reminder of  the fact that we are just a small part of  a much bigger work of  God’s Spirit 
bringing healing and hope to our world. We are grateful to have a part in that work. We 
are glad to work and walk with our kindred in Christ.
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Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship
The Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship’s mission is to “seek the peace of  the City.” The 
congregation is located in the Gramercy neighborhood of  Manhattan, in the heart of  
New York City. Our congregation consists of  teachers and students, non-profit managers, 
those who work directly with the homeless, artists and seekers, and many others from 
various backgrounds. We are a welcoming and affirming congregation. And, although a 
small flock, our peace witness over the years has borne significant fruit. The congregation 
has met faithfully for worship at the historic Friends Meeting House for several decades, 
and the church’s flagship ministry, apart from the weekly worship service, is Menno 
House, located a few short blocks from the Meeting House. Menno House was founded 
to provide housing and community to conscientious objectors during the Korean War, 
and for many years it has maintained a Mennonite Voluntary Service unit as well as those 
who come through the International Voluntary Exchange Program. Another ministry 
that was formed out of  the Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship is the Mennonite Central 
Committee at the United Nations office. While there is much work to do, especially in 
these politically divisive times, we are blessed to bear witness to the promises proclaimed 
by the Prince of  Peace!
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Mennonite Congregation of Boston, Cambridge, MA
The Mennonite Congregation of  Boston (MCOB) is an oasis of  Anabaptist theology 
and culture in a desert that blooms. We live in a culture of  affluence, one that is teeming 
with the finest of  expressions of  human endeavors, whether museums, symphonies, 
universities, hospitals, sports of  any genre, or churches of  every creed, and, when we walk 
along the streets of  Boston, history rises through the souls of  our feet.
Our ministries do not exist for ourselves. We serve the larger society, having become 
directly involved in a ministry to serve asylum seekers, journeying with them through the 
legal morasses that determine whether they will ever have a country to call home. We also 
provide material and monetary support to several local agencies that are serving people 
who we do not have the capacity to serve. We support them in service to Christ. 
We are also the unseen face of  Mennonites in our larger culture. People are often 
surprised to learn that “The Mennonites” have a congregation in Boston, usually 
assuming that “they” drive buggies and wear peculiar clothing. However, the people of  
MCOB are not concerned with what we wear or how we transport ourselves, but how we 
live as disciples of  Jesus Christ.

Neffsville Mennonite Church, Lancaster, PA
Neffsville Mennonite Church (NMC) continues to be grateful to God for the 
opportunities that come our way, as a church and individuals, to be “inviting, engaging and 
equipping all generations to be more like Jesus.”  These opportunities continue to expand 
as we carefully examine how we can be most effective with the gifts, passions and persons 
that are in our church and fit our vision on how to influence our community and world.
Some of  the unique qualities that NMC brings to our community can be summarized below:

• newly renovated Kid’s Zone ministry space;
• the completion of  acquisition of  land needed to fulfill our campus plan, which   

 will initially lead to increase our parking spaces;
• our emphasis on music in worship, which includes a variety of  music styles in   

 worship;
• a wonderfully talented and enthusiastic staff;
• a gradual growth in our young singles, couples and families joining us;
• a worship service geared towards all ages and demographics;
• a continued focus on local and overseas missions, both in supporting those   

 ministries, and sending small teams out each year to a variety of  countries   
 around the world;

• a facility that is warm and welcoming, and increasingly used by various groups         
         from our community (Friendship Community, MCCL, Ethiopian church,      
 community fundraiser, conference meetings, etc.) 

May we continue to be faithful listeners to God’s voice on how we can grow spiritually, 
and best influence those around us and around the world that God desires.

New Holland Mennonite Church, New Holland, PA
New Holland Mennonite Church is one of  many Mennonite congregations in eastern 
Lancaster County. Even though we all share the name “Mennonite”, we look a lot 
different from many Old Order groups that surround us. Our members, the majority of  
whom live within a few miles of  the church, are engaged in the local community since the 
town of  New Holland is both our home and our mission field. We host an Early Learning 
Center in our building, grow a garden on our land, attend school board meetings and 
town halls, serve on town council, and support CrossNet Ministries, the social services 
organization in the ELANCO school district. We take our community connection so 
seriously that part of  Pastor Dawn’s job description is to also be a pastor to the families 
and staff  of  the Early Learning Center. The congregation is open to trying new things 
and constantly asking “how can we better serve our neighbors?” Congregational meetings 
are important avenues for us to speak honestly and share a variety of  opinions while 
caring for and listening to each other in order to reach consensus. Words that members 
use to describe our church are caring, generous, compassionate, friendly, and warm. We 
celebrate our welcoming spirit that values diversity in thought, action and use of  gifts.



North Baltimore Mennonite Church, Baltimore, MD
North Baltimore Church is one of  two English speaking Mennonite churches in the city.  
Our unique niche lies in being a congregation that combines a full welcome of  sexual 
minorities with a deep commitment to the gospel and the centrality of  Jesus as our 
Savior, our risen Lord and our pattern for life.  Most churches in our city either promote 
an evangelical faith that excludes LGBTQ persons, or they are open and welcoming but 
no longer take aspects of  the historic Christian faith seriously.  
At NBMC, you’ll find a community of  persons who are serious about reading the 
scriptures together and believing their testimony.  You’ll find sermons that dig deeply into 
the biblical text while applying the text to life.  At the same time, you’ll find a community 
of  believers deeply committed to the good news of  peace, seeking, ways to contribute to 
the shalom of  the city. We work this out by reaching out to asylum seekers, wrestling with 
our city’s-and our own-history of  racism, and offering foster care for the children of  our city.
We’ve found that blending gospel witness, full inclusion and care for our city is a 
combination that’s attractive to many people, especially to young families living and 
working here.  As a result NBMC has grown numerically and become a vibrant church 
where people want to raise their kids.  This past year we hired Sarah Tupper as associate 
pastor, to help us by concentrating on youth and children’s ministries.  

North Bronx Mennonite Church, Bronx, NY
Hospitality. Harmony. Healing. Hope.  These four values evidenced in Jesus’ ministry 
bind our congregation together as we seek to follow the Way.  An unlikely, motley 
gathering of  sisters and brothers, we hold on to each other in Christ through heartbreak 
and triumph, through sickness and health, through circumstances mundane and cataclysmic.  
These values show up every week in our worship services, and in our interactions with 
each other, our friends, and our neighbors.  This past Sunday, following our reflections 
on the three lectionary passages for the day, these words were expressed as part of  our 
community sharing time:

• “I’m so grateful to know I will be welcomed at church even if  I come an hour-   
      and-a-half  late!”

• “This is my family.  I’ve often felt pushed aside by my own family.  Here I don’t  
   get pushed aside.”

• “Thanks for your prayers last Sunday.  I made it through three memorial services  
    this week – one that I planned for a colleague who died unexpectedly, and two  
        for colleagues whose fathers had died – even as I grieve my Dad’s death just a  
    year ago.”

• “Let’s continue to pray for Samira [age 13] as she supports her best friend Myra  
  and her family in mourning the death of  their little girl who got hit by a car.”

• “I’m so glad I came to church this morning.  I was really tempted just to stay in  
  bed – I was so tired I could have slept all day.  But something told me, get up.  I  
  really needed to be here.”

We find each other in Christ, and we find Christ in each other.
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Oley Valley Mennonite Church, Oley, PA
2019 has been an impactful year for Oley Valley Mennonite Church in the community due 
to the expansion of  outreach into to the community and the surrounding area. Building 
upon the media ministry and event ministry, OVMC has been able to reach more people 
with the message of  Jesus Christ. Those two ministries have allowed OVMC to connect 
with more people; which has led to event growth and social media growth leading OVMC 
to take on more events compared to years past. OVMC mission is to show and share the 
love of  Jesus Christ and with the expansion in those two areas OVMC has been able to 
effectively reach beyond the church walls to do just that. OVMC is as well very excited by 
the other ministries that have come to the church over the last year bringing people from 
all around the country to worship in the Oley Valley and to do His kingdom work.
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Pilgrims Mennonite Church
 Two aspects of  Pilgrims Mennonite Church come to mind when I think of  our 
uniqueness in this community which includes a number of  other congregations, each of  
which also has their own fingerprint. First, while we have a Leadership Team, including 
a pastor, the congregation is heavily involved in discerning the movement and directions 
we take— our decisions are made by consensus and a wide variety of  persons bring our 
“input” on a Sunday morning. The second aspect is our strong emphasis on service, 
whether serving each other as movers-extraordinaire in this body that is likely more 
transient than most, to long-term service— at any one time about 15% of  our members 
are involved in long-term service mostly international. We are also enjoy serving locally 
by providing meals in Lancaster or Ephrata, maintaining a native flower bed at Colonial 
Park, mentoring and budget coaching with Homes of  Hope, supporting refugees and 
immigrants in variety of  ways and having intergenerational service days at the Hans 
Herr House or Camp Deerpark. I believe these two aspects help give witness to our 
understanding of  life together as followers of  Jesus.

Primera Iglesia Menonita de Brooklyn
Primera Iglesia Menonita de Brooklyn celebrated their 61st anniversary on June 15, 2019. 
At least 5 more Mennonite churches have been founded in Brooklyn since 1958.
With 9 remaining members and no pastor, the congregation closed in July 2019. ACC is 
working with Mennonite Mission Network to envision a new peace church in Brooklyn.
PIMB church members Bienvenido Manon, Abner Rodriguez, Gloria Torres, Santa 
Perez, Genaro Cruz, Gloria Rodriguez and Cassandra Rodriguez pose with young Isaiah 
Rodriguez.
 

Ridgeview Mennonite Church, Gordonville, PA
The unique four corner peak and white steeple is visible from the communities 
surrounding Ridgeview Mennonite Church. The building is large and spacious, with 
classrooms, fellowship hall, rec room and more. As with many congregations across the 
nation, the space is not as full on a Sunday morning as we would desire, bringing with it a 
range of  emotions and challenge. When my copastor and husband Robert and I came to 
Ridgeview a year ago, we saw the challenge of  maintaining a large building. But we also 
saw an amazing resource for the community. Every challenge provides an opportunity. 
We prayed in all the spaces of  this beautiful building that God would show us ways to use 
this resource for the Kingdom of  God and the good of  the community. 
In the past year we have seen God answer those prayers. In the spring, Branch 
Community, a growing cell church, found a home base in our building. This partnership 
has been a blessing to both our congregation and theirs. In the fall, we began a 
community outreach called Connection Café which provides needed internet access for 
Pequea School students to work on school assignments, collaborate with classmates and 
enjoy snack and drinks in a safe, warm environment. The Alive at 55 program for the 
seniors in our community continues to grow. We also continue to rent the building for 
weddings, funerals, and events for people in the community. As we begin to see these 
answers to prayer, we look forward to seeing what else God has in store for Ridgeview. 



Rossmere Mennonite Church
One of  the things that makes Rossmere unique is the congregation’s focus on service. 
Every year we organize an activity called R.I.S.E., which stands for Rossmere In Service 
Experience. Some years our service stays local in our community and we spend 1-3 
days doing service together. This past summer the congregation came together on a 
Monday to tie comforters, fill detainee care kits for MCC, wash vehicles from local 
non-profits, and fixing up a house the church owns so it can be occupied by a client of  
Good Samaritan Services. Children’s activities were planned and everyone, whether they 
were able to participate in the day or not, came together for a meal. On alternating years, 
R.I.S.E. happens away from our community. Past trips have involved work in Detroit, MI 
and at Camp Deerpark in New York state. 

Zion Mennonite Church, Birdsboro, PA
Zion Mennonite Church is a congregation that believes in the redemptive power of  Jesus. 
We live out our mission to “[share] grace, [announce] hope, and [seek] truth together on 
a journey of  faith.” From members as missionaries in lands near and far to members who 
minister at home, our faith lights our neighborhoods and cities. We see the work of  the 
Holy Spirit in our ministry with New Person Center. We feel the Spirit when we share a 
meal for community night or study with our women’s ministry. The Holy Spirit is present 
when our congregation worships together; we follow Christ’s example of  hospitality with 
one another and guests who are always welcome to join in fellowship. For those who 
are unable to join in person, we collaborate with Tillie Wright as she leads Bible study 
at the Sencit House, a residence for seniors. We believe in the collaborative work of  the 
church community, joining with other churches for Celebrate Recovery, Love Loud, and 
a community yard sale. Our history is intertwined with the Mennonite Relief  Sale, where 
we continue to host a fruit stand as we have for decades. Zion is home to many diverse 
people with varied ministries; we stand together with the core belief  in the centrality of  
Christ in our world as we walk together faithfully.  
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Join a life-changing trip 
to Israel/Palestine during 
March 13-22, 2020 with tour 
guide Kim Haines Eitzen. 
The tour will focus on historic 
sites, current realities and 
reasons for hope. Stops 

include Nazareth, Bethlehem, Jerusalem 
and many other memorable locations.

More info at www.nazarethproject.org/events
Contact Howard Good at 717-290-1800 
or howardgood@nazarethproject.org

EXPLORE 
ISRAEL/PALESTINE 

March 13-22, 2020

Congregations not listed:
CrossWay
Friendship 
Grace Ubuntu
Laurel Street

If you missed Bradley Kauffman at the ACC Assembly
or want to hear more from the new hymnal, join
us at Neffsvi l le on Sunday evening for singing,

stories, and insight into Voices Together.A donation
wil l be taken to help cover costs.
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-8  Reminds us to every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
heaven.  Our Conference Related Ministries (CRM’s) continue to thrive and adjust in this season 
of  challenging change.  Thriving can look like expanding the ministry, right-sizing, or in several 
cases - - recognizing the season has come to an end as originally birthed.  No Longer Alone 
and Kairos are two such examples who ended the original vision and appropriately handed the 
reformatted ministry off  to other non-profits.  Another adjustment was for Bridge of  Hope-
National to bring the Lancaster/Chester chapter under their oversight.  Reality is, all of  our 
CRM’s continue to adjust to the regulations and funding challenges facing them during this time.

Therefore, we are beyond fortunate to have these Conference Related Ministries within our 
Conference family.  They are worthy of  our prayers, financial support, employment, board 
involvement, church exposure and advocacy.  May God continue to bless this work.  For a 
complete CRM listing, visit atlanticcoastconference.net/CRMs.
Cindy Petersheim 
Conference Related Ministries Coordinator

Bridge of Hope - National
Bridge of  Hope began serving families facing homelessness over 30 years ago in 
Lancaster and Chester Counties, PA!  Today, Bridge of  Hope is serving families in 
19 locations across 12 states.  What sets Bridge of  Hope apart is the emphasis on 
Neighboring – each a group of  Neighboring Volunteers from a local church or Bible 
Study who provide tangible support, friendship, encouragement, as well as connections 
for employment, housing, and other resources.  
Several significant updates from the past year: 
1.) Neighboring volunteers from New Holland Mennonite, celebrated the graduation of  
their Neighboring Family earlier this year.  We are grateful to churches like New Holland 
who have walked with a family facing homelessness, sharing tangible support and the love 
of  Jesus.   
3.) A new Bridge of  Hope is emerging in Baltimore/Howard Counties, MD. We are 
seeking founding board members to help get it started!  Help us spread the word.  
Contact AnneD@bridgeofhopeinc.org for more information.  
If  your church is interested in Neighboring to end family homelessness, please contact us 
at 610-280-0280 or www.BridgeofHopeInc.org.
Photo: Neighboring Volunteers from New Holland Mennonite Church journeyed with a 
family facing homelessness as the family found housing, employment and stability over 
the course of  18 months.

Black Rock Retreat
Black Rock Retreat was blessed to begin a partnership with a camp in Chile this past 
January, working to help them launch programs in an area in great need of  a ministry like 
theirs. From hosting some of  their staff  over the summer of  2018, to sending a team to 
Chile for 2 weeks in January to help start up a Day Camp program, to raising funds for 
them this past summer by giving our summer campers the opportunity to donate to them 
with left over snack shop funds, the doors have opened to support this camp in many 
ways.
The connection with global ministry has been such an amazing opportunity for our staff  
to be a part of  what God is doing outside of  our own programs, and has been an exciting 
bonus opportunity for some of  our international summer staff  to join in on camp 
ministry closer to home. Through a small partnership, Black Rock has been blessed by the 
chance to see first hand how God is at work in the global church and camping ministry, 
and are excited to be arranging another trip to Chile this winter.

Conference 
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Friendship Communities
As Friendship Community serves adults with Intellectual Disability and Autism, we are 
focused on the capabilities of  Individuals rather than their disabilities. Our programs 
enhance the physical, emotional and spiritual well-being for those we serve. 
Currently, we care for over 200 Individuals through Residential Group Homes, Home 
Based Services, the Meaningful Day Academy, Lifesharing and the Friendship Heart 
Gallery & Studio. Growth in our day programs – Meaningful Day Academy and the 
Friendship Heart Gallery & Studio – has been demonstrated through the provision of  
enriching opportunities unique to each participant. Team Members seek to utilize best 
practices for person-centered support. Many partnerships have been developed with local 
businesses, churches, organizations and educational institutions. The Friendship Heart 
Gallery regularly participates in art exhibits and shows at various locations to promote the 
artistic abilities of  the Artists. 
While the outcomes of  Friendship Community’s programs can be tallied, the value of  
its services and the lives touched in Lancaster County cannot be quantified. We are 
grateful for the faithful support that we receive from the churches and members of  
the Atlantic Coast Conference of  Mennonite Church USA. Because of  you and many 
other collaborative partners, Friendship Community is truly Impacting the World with 
Capabilities!  
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Eastern Mennonite Missions
Christ’s transforming love compels us to cross cultures, engage the world, and make 
disciples ofJesus. Eastern Mennonite Missions (EMM) relies on people like you to fulfill 
this mission. Here are some of  the ways EMM workers carried out this mission in the 
past year.
Crossing cultures in the Czech Republic
Jan Heindel serves in Prague by teaching English. One of  the most non-religious 
countries in the world, the Czech Republic still experiences lingering effects from its 
communist past in ways that create a cultural identity of  fear and hopelessness. Jan is 
crossing cultures to help bring a gospel of  hope in the Czech Republic.
Engaging the world in the U.S.
Kingdom Teams (K-Teams) have provided opportunities for youth groups to serve 
students with refugee status and other non-native English speakers through activities that 
build community and exemplify the love of  Christ. This summer alone, more than 100 
participants engaged the world without leaving the country.
Making disciples of  Jesus in Honduras
Melanie Nofziger invited several women to join her for a Bible study. One of  the women 
she invited, Mariela, decided to invite another woman to the group, named Rosibel. Over 
a few months, Rosibel changed — her response came through time, the Holy Spirit, and 
the Word of  God. But now, Rosibel believes because Melanie is committed to making 
disciples of  Jesus. In 2018, 172 workers, serving in 35 countries, could each tell stories 
like these. Read more at emm.org/annualreport . Thank you for supporting God’s work 
through EMM.

Choice Books

Originally organized in 1962, Choice Books (CB) currently operates through a network 
of  seven regional CB Distributors who work cooperatively with a Central Office in 
Harrisonburg, VA. Choice Books of  Pennsylvania, a CB regional distributor based in 
Manheim, PA directed by Rob Troxell, is a Conference Related Ministry of  the Atlantic 
Coast Conference with board representation from multiple Anabaptist conferences. The 
national organization employs over 300 staff  and volunteers and services more than 
11,500 displays scattered across the continental United States and Hawaii. CB purchases 
books from over 70 publishers and sells both English and Spanish language inspirational 
Christian books. For more information about Choice Books, please visit their website at 
www.choicebooks.org.



Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society

Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society’s vision is diverse communities learning and 
valuing their own and each others’ stories of  life, faith, cultures, and histories across 
boundaries. We encourage congregations to consider who they are and how they tell their 
stories. Recording oral histories as a regular practice creates a great foundation for richly-
textured sharing. Our archives conserves documents and items from your congregational 
life and is a good place to start for story crafting.

Seven members of  our guiding board of  directors are active in ACC congregations. 
Thank you for your partnership in valuing and sharing Mennonite life and history.
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Lancaster Mennonite School
Greetings from Lancaster Mennonite faculty and staff. The past year included structural 
changes for Lancaster Mennonite and we open the 2019-20 school year with 3 campuses: 
Locust Grove (PreK-8), New Danville (Prek-5) and Lancaster Campus (6-12).  Kraybill 
Mennonite became an independent school July 1 and Hershey campus closed at the end 
of  last school year. 
The new academic year brings an emphasis on more STEAM programming and 
developing a culture of  care internally and externally. We are grateful for our many church 
partners that support students financially allowing them to attend LM. Pastors breakfasts 
and visitor days are strong church connection points for us, but we are looking to our 
new Spiritual Life board committee to get underway this fall and brainstorm additional 
relationship opportunities.  Finally, our theme this year is “Be Transformed” based on 
Romans 12:2. 

Harmonies Workshop
This past year Harmonies Workshop continued its mission of  getting a song of  praise 
and grace to the church and the world.  Many of  the people who make that happen 
are active in ACC congregations.  The singers and musicians volunteer their time 
for traditional singings, staying in touch with the new Resonate hymnal committee. 
Harmonies also  arranges music when requested.

Recently Harmonies put online more songs that the Table Singers have recorded.  We did 
that in response to the great response from the previous year. The number of  “listens” 
online has surpassed the one million mark.  For that we give thanks, knowing that when 
the world wants to sing, the church is ready to give them a song.  When the world wants 
to listen and be moved by God, we are ready.

This year we responded to several requests to give a series of  concerts of  the early 
colonial music of  our faith tradition.  In view of  that, the Foresingers met and 
preparations have begun

atlanticcoastconference.net/assembly

Saturday, October 26
Forest Hills 
Mennonite Church
100 Quarry Road
Leola, PA

Wind Powered
SuStained by the  
breath of God

J O H N  2 0 : 1 9 - 2 3

Atlantic Coast Conference Annual Assembly
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New Person Ministries
In the fall of  2018, after two years of  renting in the Lancaster area, New Person 
Ministries was able to purchase our own group home.  So far in 2019 we have seen the 
adjustments to being in a new place, interacting with new neighbors, and forging new 
connections in Lancaster city.  In Reading, we started a small year-long discipleship 
program in July.  We are excited about the opportunity to engage in deeper discipleships 
with the men in this program.
New things require new connections and the church has been a large part of  the new 
growth we have seen.  We were able to get a loan to buy our property through Eastern 
Mennonite Missions and generous donors helped with our down payment.  Multiple ACC 
churches have continued to support us financially and/or develop positive relationships 
with our staff  and residents whenever possible. The broader church and individual 
ACC churches are essential to the ongoing ability of  NPM to welcome and work with 
returning citizens as they reenter society. Thank you for your support!

Mennonite Home Communities
At Mennonite Home Communities, this year has been another one full of  growth. 
Pheasant Pointe apartments opened in September, with residents joyfully moving into the 
39 brand new two-bedroom apartments. As with all of  the apartment wings at Woodcrest 
Villa, this one also connects to the other buildings allowing residents and visitors to travel 
throughout the building to access amenities without going outside in inclement weather 
– a true convenience. In addition, reservations began in February and construction began 
this spring on 34 new villas in the Hedera Place and Morelle Place neighborhoods. These 
villas included two new floor plans – the Jefferson and the Lancaster. Both are two-
bedroom and both feature dedicated storage space in the oversized garages and open 
kitchens with plenty of  cabinets and countertops for those who love to cook. The first 
residents will begin to move into their new homes in October and continue through the 
middle of  2020. Both communities continue to focus on identifying ways for residents to 
add joy to their years – whether they are living independently or are in need of  personal 
care, skilled nursing or short-term rehabilitation. It is a privilege to serve our residents.

Landis Communities
More than 55 years ago we began with four team members and nine residents. Now we 
count more than 1,500 persons served and almost 600 team members.  While our size 
and range of  services has grown, our commitment to living out our Guiding Values of  
Joy, Compassion, Integrity, Stewardship and Community stays the same.  
Landis Communities is committed to keeping retirement living strong and vital; to 
providing a number of  affordable living options, including new models of  age 55+ active 
adult living; to provide services at home – supporting aging in place, and to developing 
creative partnerships in support of  all of  these areas. 
Landis Homes is the largest part of  the organization with 875 residents.  Other 
accommodations include rental apartments of  Steeple View Lofts (42 residents) and 
personal care living at Welsh Mountain Home (45) and Mountain View Terrace (41) 
for persons with fewer financial resources. Landis at Home served nearly 400 clients 
in the past year and Landis Adult Day Services provided safe, enjoyable opportunities 
for approximately 150 persons. In addition, collaborative partnerships with Lancaster 
Downtowners and Friends Life Care (both of  which help persons to “age in place”) help 
us cultivate abundant options for the larger community. The Children’s Learning Center 
at Landis Homes serves more than 50 children.
We are blessed to have strong connections with ACC congregations and members with 
more than 150 residents, team members and board members across the organizations 
attending ACC churches.



Tel Hai Retirement Community
As we reflect on the end of  another fiscal year at Tel Hai Retirement Community, we are 
joyful in sharing several initiatives where God’s blessing on our ministry is impactful and 
evident.
Tel Hai has hosted two sessions of  Grief  Share, in which outside community members 
and individuals from local congregations have joined with our residents to complete the 
13-week educational series.
In cooperation with our partnering churches and congregations, we have participated and 
led several community initiatives throughout the year that have impacted our ministry and 
the ministry of  others.  This includes offerings for Mennonite Disaster Services, Good 
Samaritan Services, and two local food banks. We’ve also hosted local clergy luncheons to 
build faith connections with the larger community. 
We’ve enrolled team members in APG’s Leadership Formation Program, the Value- based 
Leadership Program and regularly network with our fellow Anabaptist Provider Group 
Life Plan Communities to remain unified in our Anabaptist values.
Community Engagement Committee — which leads Tel Hai’s outreach efforts — 
focused on fighting local, chronic hunger and supporting access to health care through 
the Twin Valley Food Pantry, Honey Brook Food Pantry and the Alzheimer’s Association.

The Shalom Project

The Shalom Project is an intentional community of  young adults who affect social 
change through lives of  service. Three new young adult participants joined us in August; 
they will be living together in Lancaster city and serving with Advoz, Church World 
Service, and Maple Farm. We are excited to welcome a participant from South Korea 
this year - she comes to us through a partnership with Mennonite Central Committee’s 
International Volunteer Exchange Program. We are also grateful for ongoing connections 
with ACC congregations. These mutual relationships enable all of  us to more fully seek 
God’s shalom for the Lancaster community.

Tabor Community Services
Founded in 1968 by the Mennonite community, Tabor is a nonprofit community agency 
which offers a comprehensive continuum of  19 housing and financial counseling 
programs and services for residents of  Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
Tabor plays a central role in Lancaster County in preventing and responding to 
homelessness, assisting those who aspire to home ownership, and in counseling those 
struggling to manage their personal finances. Tabor serves over 5,000 individuals annually.
Learn more about Tabor’s programs, services and FY 2017-2019 impact highlights at 
atlanticcoastconference.net/Currents
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Conference Related Ministries not listed:
Camp Deerpark
Camp Hebron
Choice Books PA
Eastern Mennonite University - Lancaster
Garden Spot Village

Additional agency reporst available online at atlanticcoastconference.net

New Holland Early Learning Center
Reservoir Hill House of  Peace
The City School
Wellspan Philhaven



2018 Annual Assembly Summary
Akron Mennonite Church
October 27, 2018  |   9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Present: 156 including 75 delegates, 61 general attendees, 8 staff members and 12 children

1. During the opening welcome, John Denlinger (Moderator, Ridgeview) shared as moderator and introduced Carl Laws-Landis 
(Pilgrims) and Pat Martin (Akron) who led worship for the day. Rachel Nolt (pastor, Akron) and Barry Kreider (pastor, Pilgrims) 
shared opening reflections.

3. Mile-marker 1 – women in ministry: Etta Esch (Ridgeview) and Mary Grace Shenk (Landisville) shared reflections on the 
gradual inclusion of women in conference life from their personal experiences and from the history of ACC. 

4. Nickels for Neighbors presentation: Joanne Dietzel (Conference Minister, Ridgeview) presented the 2018 Nickels for Neighbors 
grant to Jason and Vonetta Storbakken and their ministry, the Radical Living Urban Youth Garden. 

6. Peace mug presentation: Brook Musselman (Conference Coordinator, Zion) recognized the Peace & Justice Committee’s 2019 
Peace Mug award recipient, Titus Peachey (East Chestnut Street). 

7. Mile-marker 2 – church planting: Wes Boyer (Conestoga) and John Denlinger shared about ACC’s history of church planting. 

8. Receive minutes: John Denlinger presented minutes from the 2018 Spring Assembly at Hope Community Church. Minutes 
were approved as presented (JW Sprunger (Akron), Lemar Mast (Conestoga), unanimous).

9. Puerto Rico partnership opportunity: Rolando Santiago (Neffsville) and Galen Sauder (Neffsville) share an invitation for 
individuals and congregations to partner with Neffsville Mennonite Church and Mennonite Disaster Service to help build a new 
ministry center for La Plata Mennonite congregation in Puerto Rico.

10. Year-end finance report: Ken Martin (Treasurer, Forest Hills) presented the year-end finance report for the 2017-2018 fiscal 
year. Ken reported that the year-end surplus was $26,105, about $1,500 greater than the budgeted surplus for the year. The finance 
report was received as presented (Ken Martin (Forest Hills), Marilyn Henderson (Hebron), unanimous).

11. CLF update: Merv Stoltzfus (Executive Conference Minister, Ridgeview) gave an update on the development of the 
Congregational Leadership Fund. 

12. Vote on 2018 leadership slate: Lyndell Thiessen (Blossom Hill) presented the eight individuals of the 2018 Leadership Slate. By 
delegate vote, these individuals were approved for a two-year term beginning immediately:

 -  Jon Carlson (Forest Hills), Assistant Moderator
 -  E. Lynn Brubaker (Frazer), Executive Committee Member-at-Large
 -  Brenda Martin Hurst (Frazer), Executive Committee Member-at-Large
 -  Larry McJunkin (Forest Hills), Finance & Stewardship Committee Chair
 -  Joyce Martin (Zion), Mennonite Women Committee Chair
 -  Sam Wanjau (African Community Church of Lancaster), Missions Committee Chair
 -  Nelson Yoder (Ridgeview), Gifts Discernment Committee Member
 -  Lois Ann Mast (Conestoga), Gifts Discernment Committee Member

13. Welcome of Bridge of Hope – National as a new CRM: Cindy Petersheim (Conference Related Ministries Coordinator) 
introduced and welcomed Edith Yoder, Executive Director of Bridge of Hope – National, ACC’s newest Conference Related 
Ministry. 

14. Mile-marker 3 – youth ministry & quizzing: Dwight Rohrer (Conference Youth Minister, Neffsville) and Brook Musselman 
shared about the historical and present importance of youth ministry for the conference. 

16. ACC Timeline Review: - Lois Ann Mast (Conference Historian & Editor, Conestoga) gave a brief overview of ACC’s historical 
timeline. 

17. Mile-marker 4 – ACC Formation: Merv Stoltzfus and John Smucker (Garden Spot) shared about how ACC formed from 
various affiliations. 

18. Panel on ACC’s early days: John Denlinger interviewed several individuals who were present or participated in the early days 
of ACC’s existance.

21. World Café: Jon Carlson and Joanne Dietzel led a World Café table discussion where  
delegates answered questions moded after ACC’s tagline.
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2019 Spring Assembly Summary
Landisville Mennonite Church
April 26, 2019  |   9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Present: 130 including 75 delegates, 45 general attendees, 6 staff members and 4 children

 1. Welcome: John Denlinger (Moderator, Ridgeview) gave an opening welcome and shared some details about the day. Ron 
Adams (Landisville) shared an opening reflection on the day’s theme, Snapshots of ACC, and who we are. 

 2. Worship: Jen Bowman Sauder (Executive Committee Member-at-Large, Landisville) led the singing of hymns throughout the 
day.

 3. Nickels for Neighbors announcement: Samuel Wanjau (Missions Committee Chair, African Community Church of Lancaster)
announced CrossWay Church’s Training Station Preschool as the recipient of the 2019 Nickels for Neighbors grant. 

 4. Church presentations: Dave Greiser (Ministerial Leadership Committee member, North Baltimore Mennonite Church), 
George Stoltzfus (Landisville)

 5. Receive Fall Assembly 2018 Minutes: John presented minutes from the previous Assembly. Minutes were unanimously   
approved as presented (Rolando Santiago, J.W. Sprunger, unanimous). 

 6. Update on the Congregational Leadership Fund: Merv Stoltzfus (Executive Conference Minister, Ridgeview) shared the vision 
of this growing fund to assist congregations build leadership capacity. The current balance is a little over $172,000 after a year and 
a half. He also invited gifts to help grow this fund. 

 7. Church presentations: Genero Cruz (Primera Iglesia Menonita de Brooklyn), Leslie Homer-Cattell (Community Mennonite 
Church of Lancaster) 

 8. Church presentations: Samuel Wanjau (African Community Church of Lancaster)

 9. Presentation and vote on the 2019-2020 Budget: Ken Martin (Treasurer, Forest Hills) reported that for the current fiscal year, 
we are on track for a surplus of about $34,000. He presented the proposed budget for the next fiscal year which projects a surplus 
of $18,000 which will allow us to reach the target reserve amount. The 2019-2020 was approved as presented (Ken Martin, Jim 
Ralph (Ark), unanimous). 

10. 2019 Leadership Solicitation: on behalf of the Gifts Discernment Committee, Merv Stoltzfus invited delegates to complete the 
leadership solicitation form to nominate individuals for consideration to fill the leadership positions available Fall 2019. 

11. Conference Related Ministry presentation: Cindy Petersheim (ACC Conference Related Ministries (CRM) Coordinator, 
Conestoga) introduced Pam Tieszen, Superintendent of Lancaster Mennonite School. Pam shared that she’s energized by 
watching and helping LMS become something new as it transforms various ways that it functions as an organization. 

12. MennoCon19 Reporting: John Denlinger welcomed Scot Hartman, of the Mennonite Church USA convention planning team, 
by video. Scott shared about plans and changes at the upcoming convention and invited all to attend in July. 

13. Following brunch, Jon Carlson (Assistant Moderator, Forest Hills) gave a series of presentations on the four generations 
represented by our current Delegate Council: Millennials, Generation X, Baby Boomers, and the Radio Generation. He addressed 
formative world events and resulting perspectives and attitudes that are generally attributed to each age group. He also shared 
what each generally contributes to our congregations. After each generational presentation, Jon shared questions for table 
discussion to help us further consider and learn from the strengths and weaknesses of each generation. 

14. To close the Assembly day, Joanne Dietzel (Conference Minister, Ridgeview) and Sylvia Shirk (Conference Minister, 
Manhattan) led communion and sending.   



Leadership Transitions

BEGINNINGS:

Verle Brubaker (Maralee) began his role as 
Interim Pastor of  Zion Mennonite Church 
in Birdsboro, Pennsylvania on September 
23.

ENDINGS: 

Wes Boyer (Lois) retired his credential. 
He most recently served as Interim Pastor 
at Vincent Mennonite Church (Franconia 
Conference) and is a member of  Conestoga 
Mennonite Church.

Clair Good (Beth) transferred his credential 
to Virginia Mennonite Conference. He 
has begun a role as pastor of  Waynesboro 
Mennonite Church.

Mona Sauder (James) retired her credential. 
She had most recently served as Pastor 
of  Senior Care & Small Groups at Zion 
Mennonite Church in Archbold, Ohio 
(Ohio Conference) and is now a member of  
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church. 

Naomi Weaver (James) retired her 
credential. She had most recently served as 
Associate Pastor of  Nurture at Mount Joy 
Mennonite Church (LMC), and is now a 
member of  James Street Mennonite Church. 
 

Dinner Cruise for Pastors’ Financial Education

On August 4, Everence and ACC offered a dinner cruise for pastors and spouses using funds 
from a Lilly Foundation grant designated to help educate pastors about financial issues. The 
evening included information on financial planning, a catered dinner, and views of  the sunset over 
the Susquehanna River at Harrisburg.  

Funds from the Lilly grant were used for these types of  educational events for pastors, in addition 
to subsidizing financial planning sessions with Everence staff  and offering debt-reduction 
matching grants to help pastors tackle debt.  
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La Plata Rebuiding Continues with ACC’s Partnership
The fifth ACC construction team returned to Lancaster in late August after a week 
in La Plata, Puerto Rico helping to construct the local Mennonite congregation’s new 
children’s ministry building. The building is replacing one destroyed by Hurricane 
Maria in 2017. This team worked at helping the contractor put up the interior walls 
(with lots of  rebar) for the bathrooms and kitchen. A sixth team will serve in late 
September 

Each night the team had the opportunity to enjoy the hospitality of  a different church 
member around a meal at their house.  Each lunch was also made by other church 
members as well, and they enjoyed bringing different fruits for us to taste each day.  
Their hospitality was just humbling and overwhelming.

The La Plata project is being organized by individuals from Neffsville Mennonite 
Church, in collaboration with Mennonite Disaster Service. Team members have come 
from seven different ACC congregations, with many more contributing financially 
to the project. When completed, the children’s ministry building will be available for 
community programming and  will serve as a storm shelter for the area, in addition to 
housing La Plata Mennonite Church’s children’s ministry. 

Thanks to all who contributed to this project by working in Puerto Rico, raising funds 
for the project, and sharing the needs among our sister congregations.
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Serving Saturday: Blossom Hill Team Serves 
Locally, Gives Globally
Since January 2019, a group of  volunteers from Blossom Hill Mennonite 
Church (Lancaster) has gathered on the 2”d Saturday afternoon of  each 
month at the Ephrata Re-Uzit Store. The Serving Saturday team of  thirteen 
people includes elementary-age students, teens, middle-aged and retired 
adults. Working together, under the supervision of  store managers, the 
team served as cashiers, received donations, and placed merchandise on 
shelves. 

“This is so fun!” said Connor a 3rd grade 
student at a Lancaster elementary school, as 
he organized a bookshelf, making sure each 
title was visible. 

Kyra and Lyndell, partners in the Blossom 
Hill mentoring program, worked together 
sorting puzzles and games. Lyndell said, “I 
really enjoyed working alongside Kyra. This is 
a good chance for us to spend time together 
while doing something for others.” 

ReUzit on State (formerly the Ephrata Re-
Uzit Store) is a non-profit MCC Thrift store 
located at 1054 S. State Street in Ephrata, PA. 
Through the efforts of  volunteers, the store 

recycles, repurposes and restores merchandise that is sold at affordable 
prices. Since opening in 1982, the Ephrata Re-Uzit Stores have donated 
more than $4 million to the work of  Mennonite Central Committee and 
has also contributed to local social service and faith-based organizations. 

Congregations and groups who want to learn more about Serving Saturday, 
are invited to contact Sue Shirk, ReUzit on State volunteer development 
coordinator at voldev@reuzit.org or phone 717-733-4934.

 www.landishomes.org      717-569-3271 

See Apartment, 
Cottage and  

Hybrid Homes 

Visit us on October 19   
No appointment needed!  

  

News from Around ACC 

ACC Bible 
Quizzing 2020 
Season

Another season of  ACC 
Bible Quizzing season will 
begin on January 12, 2020. 
This season’s text will 
cover the stories of  Joseph 
and Esther. 

Registration will open  
early November and close 
mid-December. If  you’re 
interested in forming 
a team and want more 
information, please contact 
Brook Musselman in the 
ACC office at brookm@
atlanticcoastconference.
net. 

Find the season schedule and in-season stats at accquizzing.org.

2016

ACC  |  NORTH WEST
WAYNE COUNTY

WEST LIBERTY  |  VIRGINIA

THE LIVES OF 

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION

2020
GENESIS 37, 39-50  

& ESTHER 1-10

Joseph & Esther
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Upcoming Events

Contribute to Currents!

Email currents@atlanticcoastconference.net to contribute to 
Currents with your original artwork, stories, reflections, poems, 
or reflections from this issue. The Winter issue theme will be: 
Radical Hospitality. More info at atlanticcoastconference.net/
currents

Deadline for Fall issue submissions is December 6.

Leadership Resource Day
Saturday, February 8
Landis Communities, Lititz, PA

What We Believe Together: the Cross, the Gospel, and the 
Church 

A one day conversation with storytelling, listening, and the 
opportunity to share our beliefs and deepen our understandings.
While debates over sexuality have demanded our attention, some 
convictions even more central to our faith may have faded to the 
background.  What do we believe about the cross?  How do we 
articulate the gospel?  What’s so important about the church?

 If  you’re a church leader in ACC, we invite you to a friendly 
conversation about “theology” - theology of  the sort that old and new 
church folks wonder about; theology that keeps us passionate about 
being an Anabaptist Christian.  Let’s think together, talk together, sing 
together, and celebrate our common faith.   

This event is sponsored by Landis Communities and is free to attend. 
Please register at: atlanticcoastconference.net/LRD.

Annual Assembly Celebration
October 26, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Forest Hills Mennonite Church
ACC’s Annual Assembly is a time for both congregational delegates 
and general attendees to learn about and participate in conference 
life. The day will include times of  worship, fellowship, sharing, 
and learning together. The afternoon will include seminars for 
both adults and youth. Childcare and interpretation available upon 
request. Registration and delegate documents are available at 
atlanticcoastconference.net/assembly.

>>>>> Annual Assembly Seminars <<<<<
Join us for afternoon seminars beginning at 1pm. These are open to 
anyone - not just delegates. Please register if  joining us for lunch. 

1 pm Stories of  creation care
 Who is my neighbor? Peacemaking through community dev’t
 Healthy masculinity: On being a man
 Exploring our story through Voices Together
 Building resiliance in anxious times: Helping youth face  
  depression & anxiety

2 pm Trending topics and definitive answers: A menno gameshow
 Let the children come:  Welcoming children with special  
  needs
 Articulationg a vision to focus ministry
 Planting peace churches
 Global Peacemaking

Anabaptist World Fellowship Sunday, 2020
January 19, 2020
Each year, Mennonite World Conference encourages Anabaptist-
related churches across the globe to use a common theme in a 
worship service to connect with our global Anabaptist family. Many 
churches choose to celebrate on the Sunday closest to 21 January (in 
2020: January 19). On this date in 1525, the first baptism took place in 
Zurich, Switzerland. The theme for AWFS 2020 is “Jesus Christ: Our 
Hope”, prepared out of  the experience of  our churches in Canada 
and the USA. Resources for celebrating AWFS are available at www.
mwc-cmm.org/awfs.

Exploring Voices Together with Bradley Kauffman
Sunday October 27 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Neffsville Mennonite Church

If  you missed Bradley Kauffman at the ACC Assembly or want to 
hear more from the new hymnal, join us at Neffsville on Sunday 
evening for singing, stories, and insight into Voices Together. A 
donation will be taken to help cover costs.


