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Welcome home
For many, the news feels particulary filled with 

devastation, loss, and loneliness. Maybe it always 
has. The Church, the vehicle of  God’s Kingdom, 
continues to serve, aid, and bless those caught up in 
the mess of  our world. 

The cloud of  ministries that do much of  this 
work are providing homes to those in need, whether 
permanant, temporary, or in forms outside of  four 
walls. Following are stories from these ministries that 
invite your participation in their ongoing work to 
share God’s love in our communities and around the 
world. 

Puerto Rican volunteers have a heart for flooded 
Maryland town

Pastor Juan Carlos Colon’s dream is coming true. 
As he raised the wall on a home in Crisfield, 

Maryland on a hot summer day, he was remembering 
the day in 2017 when Hurricane Maria all but 
destroyed everything on his land outside Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico—and how volunteers from Mennonite 
Disaster Service (MDS) helped him repair and rebuild. 

After his long road to disaster recovery, the 
pastor of  Iglesia Menonita de Palo Hincado decided 
to express his thanks by volunteering for MDS 
himself. In mid-June he brought with him seven other 
volunteers from Puerto Rico to Crisfield, home to 
about 2,500 people and located on the Tangier Sound, 
an arm of  the Chesapeake Bay.

“Here in Crisfield, I want to make people’s 
lives more peaceful,” said Colon, who felt a growing 
affinity with Crisfield’s residents.

Nine years ago, Superstorm Sandy stuck 
Crisfield during a full moon at high tide, damaging 
or destroying nearly half  of  the homes in the town. 
Since then, Crisfield has been bearing the brunt of  
repeat flooding, the most recent in October 2021. 
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Volunteer Demeric Flores 
recalled when MDS volunteers helped 
rebuild homes and repair hundreds of  
roofs in Puerto Rico, in addition to 
helping train local residents to build 
their own wind-resistant roofs. 

“We are building a new home 
with a new resilience to disasters—
building it up so floodwaters can’t get 
to it,” concluded Flores. 

With Bridge of  Hope, single 
mothers are finding home 

The affordable housing crisis in 
our country is impacting those who 
have always been most vulnerable – 
children. Single mothers have many 
hurdles to financial stability and are 
more at risk of  homelessness than 
ever. 

Chris and her teenage daughter 
were living in a hotel. The cost to 
rent the room left the single mother 
with no money for a car and only 
$25 a week for food. Every morning 
she walked two miles to get to work, 
and every afternoon, two miles 
back “home” to the hotel room. By 

evening, she had no energy left. Since 
becoming a mother (her daughters 
are now 24, 20 and 17), Chris had had 
little time to focus on her aspirations; 
she was in survival mode. However, 
through her partnership with Bridge 
of  Hope Greater Denver, she received 
the practical and social support she 
needed to think about her future.

Rental assistance helped Chris 
move out of  the hotel and into 
safe, affordable housing. Her living 
expenses are more manageable these 
days. She has a job she loves with a 
small company that applies polymer 
coating to surgical instruments. She is 
currently studying for her GED and 
she would like to attend college to earn 
a degree in mechanical engineering. 

Providing support for her journey 
is a team of  Neighboring Volunteers. 
Chris said Bridge of  Hope has taught 
her that it is not too late to dream, 
to make plans, and to move toward 
her goals. “My life is different now 
because I have a future, a real goal in 
life again. And I am very grateful for 
that.” You can see Chris tell her story 
here: bridgeofhopeinc.org/stories-of-
hope/chris-story.

The Bridge of  Hope program 
meets the needs of  families facing 
homelessness by providing a vital 
combination of  rental assistance, 
case management, and supportive 
relationships by a group of  
Neighboring Volunteers from a local 
Christian church. To get involved in 
one of  the 23 locations in PA and 
across the country check out: www.
bridgeofhopeinc.org.

MCC raises $8.8 million USD in 
response to crisis in Ukraine

Through an incredible outpouring 
of  support by donors, Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) has raised 
$8.8 million USD ($11.1 million CAD) 
to respond to the needs of  the people 
of  Ukraine. 

These donations have 
empowered MCC’s local partners to 
provide life-saving emergency support 
since day one of  this conflict. They’ve 
provided shelter for people fleeing for 
safety, brought food to sick and elderly 
people who cannot leave their homes 
and fueled vehicles ferrying vulnerable 

A woman receives needed supplies when 
MCC partner Charitable Foundation Uman 
Help Center (UMAN) distributed food, 
relief buckets, hygiene kits and comforters 
in Uman, Ukraine. The names of any people 
pictured are not provided for security rea-
sons. Photo courtesy of UMAN.
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COVERPHOTO: 
MDS volunteer Demeric Flores builds 
a new home in Crisfield on Maryland’s 
eastern shore. Credit: Paul Hunt. 

people to safety. 
June 3 marked 100 days since the 

Russian military invasion of  Ukraine 
began. In that time, MCC has allocated 
$2.1 million USD ($2.65 million CAD) 
through our partners in-country, 
reaching approximately 16,000 people 
with emergency food, cash assistance, 
hygiene items, shelter or other forms 
of  relief. MCC is also shipping five 
containers of  emergency supplies 
including comforters, canned meat 
and relief  kits to Ukraine expected to 
arrive in July.

Many of  MCC’s partners 
in Ukraine have continued their 
incredible work despite the dangerous 
reality of  caring for people during a 
war. Pavel* is the director of  MCC 
partner KECB (Kharkiv Independent 
ECB Churches) in Kharkiv. He says 
MCC’s support has allowed them to 
keep their kitchens running for more 
than three months.

“Those who do not have enough 
food or have run out of  money to buy 
the food, they are coming to [KECB] 

and we serve food to them. 
We are preparing 

food every day — you have given 
to our hands something that we can 
provide to other people.” 

MCC and its partners are now 
also considering how to meet those 
needs over a prolonged conflict.

Linda Herr,  MCC’s area director 
for Europe and the Middle East with 
her husband James Wheeler, both 
of  Atlantic Coast Conference, says, 
“Thank you, sincerely, to every one 
of  you who donated or in another 
way supported MCC’s work in 
Ukraine.”

To contribute, visit mcc.org/
crisis-ukraine

*Some last names have been 
omitted for security purposes.

A fresh start for older adults at 
Welsh Mountain Home

Welsh Mountain Home’s 
(WMH) nearly 100-year legacy of  
compassion and care has enriched 
the lives of  many who have called 
it home. Our mission of  serving 
adults from diverse backgrounds 
and income levels along with our 
commitment to reflecting Christ in 
all we do combine to make living 
here a unique experience.

Fred Reeser is thriving at 
WMH, located in New Holland, PA. 
For many years, his parents were 
present to help him as well as care for 
their large home. Members of  their 

church were helping, but it was just 
too much, especially after his father 
passed away.   Three years ago, Fred 
and his mother Betty both moved 
to WMH. Soon after, Betty passed 
away.  Even with all the hardships in 
his life, including a kidney transplant, 
Fred continues to brighten the day 
of  everyone who comes into contact 
with him.

Debra Frey, a new resident, was 
the primary caregiver of  her elderly 
parents. Recently it became evident 
that for all of  them to thrive, her 
parents would need to move to higher 
levels of  care. This meant finding 
a new home. Deb now enjoys her 
independence and the community 
life here.

The work is strongly 
supported by churches in Eastern 
Lancaster County, including ACC 
congregations. We seek additional 
partners: in prayer; recruitment of  
team members and volunteers; and 
financial support.  Currently we are 
raising funds to add bathrooms to 
ensure the personal safety and dignity 
of  residents.

For more information, 
please contact WMH at 
welshmountainhome.org. WMH is 
an affiliate of  Landis Communities, 
a Conference Related Ministry of  the 
Atlantic Coast Conference.
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Moderator’s Report
In a season of unexpected........GOD IS 

FAITHFUL!! 
Three years ago, we claimed God’s 

faithfulness with anticipation.  We were 
surprised when an unexpected pandemic 
rocked our world, anti-racism opportunities 
knocked anew,  and sexuality issues focused 
our church once again.  As outgoing 
Moderator of ACC, I again affirm God’s 
faithfulness in our journey thus far and 

solidly into our future.  
Special thanks and blessing to all ACC 

churches as we continue to join together to  be 
centered in Christ; building connections and 
sharing God’s love.  As I leave this position, 
I will cheer you on from the sidelines as we 
each live into God’s faithfulness and calling 
for this next season.    
         Gratefully,
    Cindy Petersheim

Year-end finance 
update

Thanks to continued 
congregational support and good 
expense control Atlantic Coast 
Conference ended teh 2022 fiscal 
year with $2,893 in excess revenue 
over expenses. Revenue was 
$13,000 higher than budgeted 
and expenses were $12,000 under 
budget. Expenses were $27,000 
higher than last year as COVID 
restrictions lessened and more in-
person meetings and events took 
place.

The approved budget for 
2022-23 does show expenses 
exceeding revenue which is offset 
by the strong cash reserves. 
Expenses will continue to be 
closely controlled although 
inflationary pressure is a 
headwind.

Thanks to all congregations 
for your support during these 
challenging times!

Rod Yoder
ACC Treasurer

Executive Committee 
Action Summary,      
July 2021 - June 2022
1. Recommended the 2021-2022 budget to 
delegates with the addition of  a staff  expense 
line item to cover a per diem conference youth 
minister (August 2021).
2. Approved sending John Bomberger, 
Joanne Dietzel, and Cindy Petersheim (adult) 
and Annabelle Ricou (youth) to the 2021 
MCUSA convention as delegates (August 
2021) 
3. 14 amendments to the ACC bylaws 
were recommended, with edits, to delegates 
for approval at the 2021 Fall Assembly 
(September 2021).
4. Affirmed proposal to move forward with 
relocating the ACC offices to Forest Hills 
Mennonite Church (November 2021).
5. Affirmed Brenda Martin Hurst, Todd 
Gusler, and Rolando Santiago to represent 
Executive Committee on the credentialing 
task group to recommend a process of  
reviewing whether ACC would grant a 
ministerial credential to an individual in a 
same-sex relationship (December 2021).
6. Approved five Congregational Leadership 
Fund grants, totaling $5,600 (December 
2021). 
7. Approved $1,500 sponsorship of  Spring 

2022 events with Osheta Moore, to be paid 
from the Leadership Training line of  the ACC 
budget (December 2021).
8. Approved a $1,000 grant to support 
MennoMedia in its current budget shortfall 
(January 2022).
9. Recommended to delegates the proposed 
2022-2023 budget.
10.   Approved up to four weeks of  parental 
leave for Brook Musselman, with the caveat 
that he has the freedom to skip what tasks he 
does not have the time to do (May 2022).
11.   It was decided to give a gift of  $7,000 to 
Mennonite World Conference  to help with 
its Assembly budget shortfall as a result of  
COVID-19   (June 2022).  •

ACC finances at a glance:  
June 30, 2022 (fiscal year end)
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ACC welcomes new 
conference leaders
At the Annual Spring Assembly held at James Street Mennonite 
Church in April, 2022, delegates affirmed the full slate of  leaders 
recommended by the Gifts Discernment Committee. These 
members began their two-year terms in July: 

Gina Burkhart
Executive Committee Moderator (1st term), 
Landisville Mennonite Church, Landisville PA

Leslie Homer-Cattell
Executive Committee Member at Large (1st term)
Community MC, Lancaster PA

Miriam Cruz  
Executive Committee Member at Large (1st term)
East Chestnut Street MC, Lancaster PA 

Rod Yoder 
Executive Committee Treasurer (2nd term)
East Chestnut Street MC, Lancaster PA

Bruce Campbell-Janz 
Missions Committee Chair (2nd term)
East Chestnut Street MC, Lancaster PA

Cindy Petersheim 
Gifts Discernment Committee Member (1st term), 
Conestoga Mennonite Church, Morgantown PA

John Denlinger  
Gifts Discernment Committee Member (1st term), 
Ridgeview Mennonite Church, Gordonville PA

ACC’s Annual Spring 
Assembly gathering 
was held on April 23 at 
James Street Mennonite 
Church and co-hosted 
by Laurel Street Menno-
nite Church. Thanks to all 
who contributed to our 
time together!

ACC completes 
office move to Leola
In mid-June, ACC completed the move to its new 
office space at Forest Hills Mennonite Church. 
For the last 10+ years the offices have been 
located in the Locust Grove Elementary School in 
Smoketown, but with the sale of the building amid 
the consolidation of Lancaster Mennonite School, 
new space was needed. 

The new offices can be accessed from the south-
west side of Forest Hills Mennonite Church. Office hours are 
sometimes irregular so call or email to make an appointment 
to see the new space. 

Please update your contact and mailing lists with ACC’s 
new address: 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
100 Quarry Road 
Leola, PA 17540
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Safe for consumption: 
media to feed the soul
Each quarter someone in the ACC family will 
provide a list of new and old content that’s 
worth consuming. This quarter’s column comes 
from George Stoltzfus, member at Landisville 
Mennonite Church. George serves as ACC’s 
volunteer coordinator for the Conference Related 
Ministry program.

Gilead by Marilyn Robinson. This 
stream-of-consciousness writing 
purports to examine the thought life of  
an aging and ill pastor as he reflects on his 
professional life. It was a book given to 
me by my daughter with encouragement 
to read it. I spent most of  the book 
trying to figure out why she thought it 
was important for me to read.

The Overstory by Richard Powers 
makes the case for ecological awareness 
by following multiple substories. Some 
of  the base story was weakened as 
I observed a number of  the main 
characters displaying a lack of  awareness 
of  their own personal ecology. 

Been In The Struggle by Tobin 
Miller Shearer and Regina Shands 
Stoltzfus is a heartfelt and successful 
presentation of  the systemic and 
personal evidences of  racism and offers 
helpful counsel for overcoming these 
imposed barriers.

The Pioneers: The Heroic Story 
of the Settlers Who Brought the 
American Ideal West. David is one 
of  my favorite historians, but halfway 
through the book I still haven’t seen any 
evidence that the doctrine of  manifest 
destiny has been anything but heroic. 
The search for that awareness on the part 
of  the author will keep my attention to 
the very end of  the book.

Finally, I must mention that after 
years of wishing I had read War and 
Peace by Leo Tolstoy, I have been able 
to do so. As is the stereotype of  Russian 
novels, this one is filled with a huge cast 
of  characters with each one developed 
at great length. I was most impressed by 
Tolstoy’s awareness of  the Divine and his 
awareness of  the weakness of  worldly 
leaders in spite of  their apparent power. 
His grasp of  history and his insight into 
the weakness of  powerful people offers 
insights for the Ukrainian adventure even 
now.  

Comfortor blitz assists Ukrainian refugees 
By ACC Staff  

In April, news of  the war in Ukraine and images of  refugees 
weighed heavily on Phyllis Stuckey, resident at Moravian Manor 
Communities and member of  Forest Hills Mennonite Church. 

“I have been burdened by the events unfolding in Ukraine 
and felt so utterly helpless in terms of  being able to do something 
constructive to help those in need. I realized, though, that the one 
thing I can do is make comforters for refugees.” With that in mind, 
Phyllis invited a group of  Mennonite women living at Moravian 
Manor Communities to join her in a comforter-making blitz at Forest 
Hills Mennonite Church and over four days, the group completed 
ten comforters. The group included 17 individuals representing four 
ACC congregations who contributed at some point in the process. 

“It truly was a team effort,” praised Stuckey. “I coordinated the 
project, but it took all of  us working together to finish this project. 
Not all of  the women were comfortable with their sewing skills, but 
all were able to contribute to some part of  the comforter assembly: 
cutting, laying out the pieces, ironing, sewing, assembling and knotting 
the comforter and adding the binding to complete the comforter.” 

The group enjoyed the work and the opportunity to assist the 
MCC project that shipped nearly 46,000 comforters internationally 
last year. They plan to make the blitz an annual project. 

 Find more information on MCC’s comforter project at mcc.
org/get-involved/kits/comforters.
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Roots provides faith-formation program for kids
By Kate Greiser

When Bethany, Joy and I planned a 
weekend away together, we expected to 
enjoy a quiet break from the busyness and 
noise of our daily lives. We never imagined 
that this time away from our own families 
would actually lead us into four weeks of 
very noisy, very active, very joyful times 
together with 45 kids! But that is exactly 
what happened. 

As we caught up on our lives, 
churches, and families, we named a desire 
for more opportunities for our kids to 
learn about what it means to follow Jesus, 
especially from an Anabaptist perspective. 
We also recognized that it can be hard for 
smaller churches to have the resources and 
volunteers to provide programs for kids. 
Joy challenged us to consider what we 
ourselves might be able to initiate in order 

to help meet this need. And the next thing 
we knew, we were planning a four-session 
faith formation program for kids. We 
decided on the name “Roots” because the 
goal was for children to experience Jesus’s 
love for them and to grow deep roots of 
faith.  

Over four Sunday nights in March 
and April, kids ages 5-5th grade from 
at least seven ACC and LMC churches 
gathered from 5:30-7:00pm at James Street 
Mennonite Church. The themes of these 
nights were Prayer, Service, Stewardship, 
and Global Citizenship, and each night 
included singing, a speaker, games, crafts, 
and snacks. Highlights included learning 
one-word prayers, exploring ways to serve 
others around us, planting marigolds in 
egg shells, and learning a song in Swahili. 
On the final night, the kids created a 
collaborative art piece that celebrated the 

beauty of our diversity.  
The response was overwhelmingly 

positive from both the kids and the 
families and in a post-Roots survey, parents 
expressed strong interest in repeating this 
type of program in the future. We are 
already beginning to think about what 
Roots will look like next winter and 
hope to have some one-night gatherings 
throughout the year as well. 

We are so thankful for the many 
people who partnered with us as volunteers 
and speakers, and to James Street and ACC 
who supported financially and offered the 
facility.  •

 If you are interested in partnering 
with future Roots events as a 
volunteer, speaker, planning 
team member, or by providing 
financial support, please email at 
Rootslancaster@gmail.com. 
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ACC leaders respond to 
MC USA resolutions
By ACC Staff & Executive Committee

Decisions to retire the Membership 
Guidelines and to affirm the Resolution 
for Repentance and Transformation at the 
May 2022 Special Delegate Session of MC 
USA have been viewed in a variety of ways 
throughout Atlantic Coast Conference. In 
some congregations, there were tears of joy 
among those who have longed for changes 
they see as embodying more deeply the 
way of Jesus, potentially opening into new 
ministries. Others cried tears of frustration 
and concern with the outcome and direction 
of the denomination and their place in it while 
struggling to understand the biblical viewpoint 
of others. As leaders of ACC we celebrate with 
those now able to expand their ministry while 
mourning with those who feel alienated by 
recent decisions.

Strong diversity has long been present in 
ACC on the topic of LGBTQ+ inclusion and 
a host of other questions. ACC has affirmed 
this theological spread since its beginning 
and celebrated the diverse ways that ACC 
congregations do ministry in their unique  

communities. Having space to contextualize 
ministry was actually one of the reasons for 
ACC’s formation out of several more restrictive 
associations. ACC and MC USA view the 
congregation as 
the primary unit 
of the church with 
broad authority to 
do ministry as they 
discern in their own 
context.

Denomination resolutions have primarily 
set policy for the national church while inviting, 
rather than requiring, congregations into 
specific work. Like past resolutions, those 
passed in May are an invitation for MC USA 
congregations to explore topics relating to 
LGBTQ+ inclusion, but autonomy remains 
with individual congregations on where 
to focus time, resources, and ministry. We 
understand, however, that many congregations 
are not in a position to take up this work, and 
so we bless you to continue focusing on the 
ministries important in your context.

Many questions remain about how these 
resolutions impact conference life, including 
how to respond to ACC congregations who 
request credentialing for LGBTQ+ persons 

in their congregation. To address this particular 
question, a task force has been formed to 
develop a process for ACC as a whole to 
discern a way forward.

We believe that conference and 
denominational relationships and shared 
resources are of great value to our 
congregations and will continue to hold a 
space for a diversity of theological viewpoints. 
The Executive Committee of ACC remains 
committed to resourcing and supporting the 
full breadth of the conference’s diversity and 
working towards unity while engaging in the 
ongoing work of Mennonite Church USA. 
We continue to live into our shared vision 
on behalf of God’s Kingdom through Jesus 
Christ who calls us to be centered in Christ, 
build connections and share God’s love. 

Sincerely,
ACC Executive Committee  •

Delegates at MC USA Special Session of  the Delegate 
Assembly passed three resolutions that help to remove 
barriers for LGBTQ people and those with disabilities 
and adopted a fourth resolution, “For Justice in the 
Criminal Legal System,” for denominational study. 

ACC has affirmed this theological spread 
since its beginning and celebrated the 

diverse ways that ACC congregations do 
ministry in their unique  communities.
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Addressing clergy misconduct: an appreciation for MCUSA
By Steve Crane 
Steve is an ACC clergy misconduct 
investigator trainer and Executive 
Committee Member-at-Large.

I am convinced that we have a good 
conference and denomination. The Atlantic 
Coast Conference (ACC) and Mennonite 
Church USA (MCUSA) are not perfect - far 
from it. But I believe we have a system that 
seeks good decisions, encourages healthy 
relationships, and minimizes the possibility 
of  misconduct. I am moved to write this 
based on ongoing misconduct investigations 
for Catholic clergy, reports of  misconduct 
among our Mennonite and Anabaptist 
leaders, and recent revelations of  clergy 
sexual abuse and subsequent and systemic 
cover-ups in the Southern Baptist Churches.

My understanding is that MCUSA 
is a connected group of  autonomous 
congregations that share a common 
mission, oversight, and confession of  faith. 
Each congregation chooses its own pastoral 
leadership, with the appreciated guidance 
of  the conference ministers. However, 
we have accountability within our system 
that provides a layer of  protection for 
congregations. This system has been in 
place among MCUSA since its inception.

A pastor who is credentialed for 
ministry in MCUSA through the ACC 
has completed a number of  steps. These 

include background checks, a course on 
ethical boundaries in ministry and mentor 
guidance as they begin ministry. Each 
credentialed leader agrees to and signs 
the ACC Credentialed Leader Covenant 
and the MCUSA Code of  Sexual Ethics 
for Ministers. These steps, along with 
a vetting process by ACC’s Ministerial 
Leadership Committee (MLC), provide 
a nationally recognized credential.

However, just as credentialed minister 
standing can be given, it can also be taken 
away. Congregations have been made 
aware of  the 
process to 
report clergy 
misconduct. 
A person 
or a church 
can bring a charge against a minister by 
reporting to a conference minister. This 
charge will be processed by our MLC.  
A team of  investigators is authorized 
by the MLC, trained and ready to make 
an unbiased evaluation of  the situation 
and report it to the MLC for them to 
make a determination. All of  this is 
dealt with rapidly, professionally and 
in a compassionate and caring way.

If  the charges are found valid, 
standing is withdrawn, and this information 
becomes part of  that minister’s record 

on our national database. Depending 
on the type of  charge (not all of  them 
involve sexual abuse), there may be an 
opportunity for rehabilitation. In every case 
where a minister breaks the law, police are 
notified. If  an individual or a church will 
not call law enforcement, a member of  
the ACC staff  or investigation team will.

The local church calls ministers 
to offices of  ministry and requests 
credentialing through ACC’s MLC 
which makes the decision on 
whether to extend a credential.

Creating and maintaining 
accountability for MCUSA standing has 
protected us from the kind of  widespread 
abuse that has been experienced elsewhere

Yes, sometimes people slip through 
the cracks. There are evil people in 
this world, and some of  them are very 
crafty. Jesus called them “wolves in 
sheep’s clothing” (Matthew 7:14).

I acknowledge that the system has 
not always worked perfectly. But we need 
to be clear: ACC takes the issue of  clergy 
misconduct very seriously. We genuinely do 

all we can to support our credentialed 
ministers as people of  integrity. But 
we will be vigilant in dealing with 
those who are not.Amid the damage 
done to the Gospel witness and the 
untold harm inflicted upon victims 
of  abuse, we are called by Jesus to 
“be wise as serpents and innocent 
as doves” (Matthew 10:16).  •

ACC conference youth 
minister role filled
By ACC Staff  

In June, Brook Musselman added 
youth ministry responsibilities alongside 
his work as conference coordinator. In this 
role, Brook will support congregational 
youth leaders by connecting them with 
resources from MC USA and beyond, 

connecting them to one another, and 
sharing the highs and lows of  youth 
ministry with them.

Brook has provided administative 
support for the the ACC Youth Committee 
and the previous conference youth 
ministers, Merv Stoltzfus and Dwight 
Rohrer. He will continue this work, along 
with most of  his previous conference 
responsibilities such as conference event 
planning and communication.

Merv Stoltzfus, executive conference 
minister, said of  the transition, “We are 
thankful for the serving character that 
Brook shares generously and believe he 
will be a creative, energizing resource to 
the faith formation ministries of  ACC and 
beyond.”

Brook is available to meet with 
both paid and volunteer youth leaders in 
ACC congregations. To connect, email 
brookm@atlanticcoastconference.net. 

Leadership Transitions
Beginnings:  
None

Endings: 

Steve Crane (Francesca) ended 
his interim pastor role at Zion 
Mennonite Church on June 15.

Bruce Bradshaw (Mary) retired 
on June 30, ending his ministry at 
Mennonite Congregation of  Boston.

I believe we have a system that seeks good 
decisions, encourages healthy relationships, and 
minimizes the possibility of  misconduct.
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MC USA launches “Learn, 
Pray, Join: Welcoming 
EveryBODY” initiative
By MC USA Staff

Mennonite Church USA (MC 
USA), in partnership with Anabaptist 
Disabilities Network (ADN), 
has launched “Learn, Pray, Join: 
Welcoming EveryBODY,” an initiative 
that celebrates the many gifts that 
people with disabilities bring to our 
church communities. During May and 
June, MC USA will seek to engage 
people in this initiative by offering 
resources, prayers and ways to care for 
one another and to address issues of  
accessibility in the church.

“We want to encourage our 
churches to commit to removing 
barriers to belonging and move 
towards creating spaces where God’s 
healing and hope can flow through 
people of  all abilities,” said Sue Park-
Hur, MC USA director of  racial/ethnic 
engagement.

According to The Century 
Foundation, “Sixty-one million, or one 
in four U.S. adults, live with disabilities 
— numbers that are rapidly rising due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
has been a mass disabling event.” The 
Century Foundation also states that 

“Disabled people of  color in the United 
States face even greater economic 
disparities and rates of  poverty and 
hardship, due to a combination of  
structural as well as cultural ableism 
and racism.” The organization suggests 
that many of  the barriers that those 
with disabilities are facing are caused 
by policy failures.

Welcoming EveryBODY 
highlights the proposed Accessibility 
Resolution, which will be voted on 
during MC USA’s Special Session of  the 
Delegate Assembly, May 27-30. This 
resolution states “We, the members, 
congregations and organizations 
of  MC USA, resolve to deepen our 
understanding of  barriers for people 
with disabilities, to take action to 
make our community life and facilities 
accessible and welcoming to all, and 
to discern and affirm the gifts of  each 
person for our common good.”

The Accessibility Resolution 
affirms that people with disabilities are 
included within the priorities expressed 
in MC USA’s Vision: Healing and Hope. 
Clare Krabill, director of  Mennonite 
Health Services and Jeanne Davies, 
executive director of  ADN discuss 
the resolution in MC USA’s recorded 
webinar, “Highlight: Accessibility 
Resolution.”

Through “Learn, Pray, Join: 

Welcoming EveryBODY,” MC 
USA seeks to equip conferences, 
congregations and constituents with:
• Opportunities to learn about 

how to welcome people of  all 
abilities, through auditing tools, 
books, webinars, podcasts, online 
presentations and other resources. 
In addition, leaders from MC USA 
agencies, congregations, affiliated 
colleges and ministry partners will 
contribute blogs over the next 
several weeks, which will explore 
what is helpful and not helpful to 
a person with disabilities and how 
we can create welcoming spaces for 
people with disabilities that help us 
all live into our faith as Anabaptist 
Christians.

• An invitation to pray for forgiveness 
for those times when we have 
not fully seen or welcomed those 
experiencing disability and for the 
transformative power of  the Holy 
Spirit to work within us to help us 
see God in each other.

• A call to join in God’s work in the 
world by tearing down barriers and 
creating more disability-inclusive 
spaces and by advocating for more 
just policies and practices for people 
with disabilities.

Read more and access resources at 
acc-conf.link/WelcomingEveryBody.

MC USA seeks applicants for 
Justice Fund Grants

The Justice Fund supports MC USA congregations that 
are working to combat poverty, dismantle racism, address 
immigration reform or reimagine policing. 

“This fund provides a way for congregations to do the 
work we are called to do, as they partner with others in their 
communities to engage in peace and justice work,” said Lorraine 
Stutzman Amstutz, MC USA’s denominational minister for 
Peace and Justice. “It is exciting to hear about work that has been 
done by churches who have already received funding through 
this grant.” 

Read more to learn more about applying for or giving to the 
fund at acc-conf.link/JusticeFund.
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ONLINE ONLINE 
VIRTUAL AUCTIONVIRTUAL AUCTION
LandisFellowshipDay.org LandisFellowshipDay.org 

September 4-11

Quilt Auction (35+)Quilt Auction (35+)
1:00 - 2:001:00 - 2:00

Chicken BBQChicken BBQ
10:30 - 1:0010:30 - 1:00
Crafters TentCrafters Tent
10:30 - 2:0010:30 - 2:00

September 10September 10

Yard SaleYard Sale
8:00 - 12:008:00 - 12:00

Kid’s ActivitiesKid’s Activities
10:30 - 2:0010:30 - 2:00

1001 East Oregon Road, Lititz PA 17543
717.381.3580 | LandisHomes.org

Five ways to address 
violence related to guns
By  Jes Buller and Krista Dutt

MCC grieves the recent and 
continuation of  mass shootings in the 
U.S. Please join us in praying for the 
families and communities affected. We 
also invite you to engage with these 
resources as we continue to advocate 
for nonviolence and peace in the U.S. 
and worldwide.

1. Address policy
Call your members of  Congress 
(Capitol switchboard: 202-224-3121 
or visit our U.S. advocacy webpage 
(acc-conf.link/advocate) and scroll 
all the way to the bottom of  the page 
where it says “find officials.” Share 
your personal story and ask for specific 
policy change – for example, universal 
background checks or a ban on assault 
weapons. Learn more on our website 
about how to advocate (acc-conf.link/

how-to-advocate), and the Biblical 
basis of  gun violence advocacy and 
take steps toward deeper engagement 
in political advocacy. 

2. Let’s talk about it
“A loaded conversation: an invitation 
to talk about guns” (acc-conf.link/
loaded) is a conversation guide that 
will help people talk together and listen 
to each other as they discuss different 
perspectives of  violence related to 
guns.

3. Think theologically
MCC U.S. and RAWtools have partnered 
on a Sunday School curriculum, FEAR 
NOT (acc-conf.link/fearnot), that will 
help congregations live nonviolence 
during times of  active violence.

4. Preach it
Included in the guide, “A loaded 
conversation: an invitation to 
talk about guns,” (mcc.org/

media/resources/8279), are theological 
resources that can be useful for church 
leaders of  all theological perspectives as 
they prepare to preach about violence 
related to guns. Worship resources are 
also included.

5. Think big, start small
Support local initiatives that reduce 
violence in your area both with policy 
change and practical support. Reach 
out to RAWtools to learn more about 
their gun to garden tool program, the 
disarming network and non-violence 
workshops.  You may also contact 
Jes Stoltzfus Buller, MCC U.S.’s peace 
education coordinator by email, 
jessicabuller@mcc.org, or by phone, 
574-534-4133.
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Storytelling: My [church] family
October 8, 2022 
Location TBD
Join us for an evening of  live storytelling on October 8, 2022. Storytellers 
will present a 5-minute true story related to the theme of  the evening: 
FAMILY. They don’t use props, notes, or music—just the storyteller at 
the mic for a five-minute true story. We will be seeking storytellers from 
ACC congregations so please help us by encouraging your congregation’s 
storyteller to share with us in October.  Details at atlanticcoastconference.
net/storytelling

Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics
November 5, 2022   ||   9am - 1pm
Forest Hills Mennonite Church, Leola
This half-day event will take the foundational training of  Healthy 
Boundaries 101 and examine several specific areas in a plenary session 
and workshops:  Boundaries and Social Media; Boundaries and Finances; 
Boundaries and Sexual Attraction; Boundaries and Self-Care.  This event 
is for pastors and congregational lay leaders to help understand the 
importance of  their pastor’s boundaries and to begin conversations about 
the norms, expectations, and behaviors that are needed from each member 
of  the community in order to create a healthy environment for all people.  
Details at atlanticcoastconference.net/healthy-boundaries-201

Upcoming 
ACC Events

ACC Fall Youth Retreat
September 9 - 11, 2022 
Refreshing Mountain, Stevens, PA
ACC youth groups are invited to the 2022 Fall Youth Retreat at Refreshing 
Mountain. The weekend will include daily worship and resource times, 
elevated obstacle course, nighttime ultimate frisbee and trivia.Our resource 
team this year includes Seth Crissman and Greg Yoder of  the Walking Roots 
Band and the Soil and the Seed Project. Details at atlanticcoastconference.
net/youth/retreat

2022 Nickels for Neighbors Project 
The 2022 ACC Nickels For Neighbors grant will be given to the New 
Holland Early Learning Center to support their ongoing classroom needs. 
This project will serve the children that atttend New Holland Early Learning 
Center in learning through play. The materials will make it possible for the 
children to learn and experience real life situations and to work together.

More info and promotional materials at atlanticcoastconference.net/n4n


