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Centered in Christ, Building Connections, Sharing God’s Love

Above: Round-table discussions
at the ACC Spring Assembly.
Credit: Jon Carlson.
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God in Clay Jars:
			

One People with Integrity

North

Tyson and Jane Hoober Peifer about their
Baltimore Mennonite Church
time at MC USA’s Constituency Leaders
hosted the ACC 2014 Spring Assembly
Council (see p. 3 for more about CLC).
on April 26. Beautiful weather matched
Delegates spent the remainder of
the congregation’s warm hospitality. We
the morning engaging with Scripture and
heard bagpipes and stories, and sang hymns
with each other about questions of human
together. Rolando Santiago, Sandra Perez
sexuality and conference
and Sylvia Shirk provided
structure. They experienced
English-Spanish translation. We, as clay jars, are vessels
containing
the
Light
of
God
and
a quiet “Scripture walk” to
During the morning,
because we are filled with His
reflect on twelve biblical
Merv Stoltzfus, conference
glory
we
will
not
be
overcome
by
passages posted throughout
minister, and three quizzers
worldly forces. - 2 Corinthians 6-7
the room.
relayed what they most
After a time of silent
appreciated and learned
reflection, delegates noted how passages
from the 2014 quizzing season. Lois Ann
like Genesis 2 and Isaiah 56 demonstrate
Mast, ACC Resource Advocate, encouraged
the complexities of human sexuality, while
congregations to access the new SHINE
others were encouraged by remembering
curriculum as well as introduced GAMEO.
(continued on page 3)
We heard from John Denlinger, Warren
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BY EDGAR STOESZ

FOREWORD BY ROBERT S. KREIDER

6 New book hot off the
press on July 1—memoirs
of Edgar Stoesz
Clay jars contributed by each ACC congregation attending the Spring Assembly. Credit: Lois Ann Mast.
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Celebrating “God’s Sightings”
in our Summer Comings
and Goings

I write this, most schools in ACC
country are completing a long school year.
By the time many of you read this, we will
be halfway through the summer. I know
these things because I am married to a
school teacher and because my day job
is at Lancaster Mennonite School. I also
know from past experiences, as a pastor,
that summer at church is often described
as an up and down experience when we are
going “up” to the mountains or “down” to the
shore.
As pastors, while comings and goings
can be disruptive to our church routine,
it also provides a great opportunity
to bless families as they create life
long vacation memories. Summer also
provides opportunities to change things
up with the weekly routine of church. It
would be interesting to learn from all 38
congregations of ACC how you “change it
up” over the summer.
I know that some churches switch
the Education or Nurture hour with the
Worship hour. Others use the month of
August to give Sunday School teachers a
“sabbatical” and encourage members to meet
in small groups in homes or the local coffee
shop during that hour, or meet to learn
from and share with a neighbor(s) who do
not normally attend church.
Summer Bible School has also been
a traditional marker where over the years
churches have found many creative ways
to interact with the children of the local
community by sharing Biblical stories and
creating friendships.
At Ridgeview Mennonite Church,
where I attend, this event has been moved
to the local community park as a way
to “get off the ridge” and connect more
intentionally with the community.

Youth groups often plan for and
experience God at work in other settings.
As I write, I am aware that Conestoga
Mennonite Church Youth Group is in
Harlan, Kentucky. Others plan mission
trips to other countries or share in a service
project with MDS or even in their own local
community. Youth groups make great use
of the summer weather by having regular
meetings outside of the church walls and
meet in homes or parks or at the beach or a
cabin.
In our comings and goings this summer,
let us remember that God is present
everywhere we go and present with us as we
go. Let’s be intentional and share our “God
Sightings” with each other. Share them as
part of sharing time at your next Worship
Service.
I hope you will discover that as
summer changes your routine, you will
experience God in a new way. It is my
prayer that all of our faith journeys will be
strengthened in our comings and goings
this summer.
Let us continue to be Centered in
Christ, Building Community and Sharing
God’s Love as we go…
- John Denlinger, ACC Moderator, is a member of
Ridgeview Mennonite Church, and is Advancement Associate at Lancaster Mennonite School.
ACC Currents accepts advertising from ACC
members and Anabaptist-related organizations
at these rates:
2”x2” size = $50.00
3”x3” size = $75.00
4”x4” size = $100.00
Camera-ready artwork should be sent to
mast@masthof.com along with your name and
address so that an invoice can be mailed.

www.atlanticcoastconference.net

ACC
At Work

Sam Walters (Great Joy Mennonite Fellowship) is giving a table response at the mic. Credit: Lois Ann Mast.

God in Clay Jars . . . (continued from page 1)

of discipleship, some spoke passionately
about their belief that homosexuality is a
that the Mennonite Church has weathered
sin, some questioned our past silence on
many storms through the years by agreeing
the issue, and still others lamented the
and disagreeing with respect, humility, gentlepsychological and
ness, and patience.
even physical violence
One table reflected
The Constituency Leaders Council (CLC)
experienced by
on the language of
functions as a body of Elders advising
LGBT individuals.
“unity in the spirit and
the MC USA Executive Board regarding
There was a call
the bond of peace”
practices, policies, and statements of the
to be faithful to the
from Ephesians and
church. The CLC consists of the MC USA
biblical text as well
the idea of “peace and
moderator-elect as chair of the CLC, two to
as a call for Christian
mutual upbuilding
three representatives from each of the 21 area
conferences of MC USA, two representatives
understanding and
from Romans 14.” If
from each of the four racial ethnic diverse
extension of grace.
we focus on the issues,”
groups, and the CEO or representative from
Some delegates
they said, “we will not
each
of
the
five
MC
USA
agencies
(Mennonite
reflected on ACC’s
promote peace and
Mission Network, MennoMedia, Mennonite
history of diversity in
upbuilding.” Another
Education Agency, Mennonite Health Services,
beliefs and practices,
group recognized that
and Everence). A number of MC USA
while another
the challenge for
executive leadership staff are also present.
voiced concern that
sexual purity is a
some members or
challenge for all.
churches may leave as a result of differing
In the afternoon, Julie Dunst led the
perspectives.
delegates in a circle process—an opportunity
One desired outcome of the day was
to have a small group conversation in front
that all voices would be heard and that
of a larger group. About fifteen people took
we would know the beliefs, fears, and
this opportunity to practice honest sharing
assumptions within our conference. While
and active listening, paraphrasing what they
this difficult conversation was an important
heard others in the circle share. Our dialogue
step, there is still more work to be done.
demonstrated the strong polarities present
Our time together ended with an invitation
within Atlantic Coast Conference. 		
to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.”
		Some delegates reflected their under~ Julia Dunst, Jon Carlson, Nancy Sauder
standing of sexual purity as an integral part

The
Mennonite
Church
has
weathered
many
storms
through the
years by
agreeing
and
disagreeing
with
respect,
humility,
gentleness,
and
patience.
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sharing
Around
the world
Log on to the
Mennonite
World
Conference
Facebook at:
www.facebook.
com/MennoniteWorld
Conference
There is something happening
there every day!

Mennonite World Conference
Comes to Pennsylvania a Year From Now
Mennonite World Conference kicks off

the countdown to its Global Assembly—
“Pennsylvania 2015”—on Sunday, July 20,
2014, at 4:00 p.m., at the Mt. Joy Mennonite
Church, 320 Musser Rd., Mt. Joy.
César García, General Secretary of
MWC, will come from Bogota, Colombia,
to speak at the late afternoon event, exactly
one year before the Assembly opens in
Harrisburg.
Everyone is invited to this foretaste of
the Global Assembly. Learn about PA 2015’s
program and activities and enjoy international
music and refreshments. Come to join the
prayer of dedication for the coming year of
planning and for the staff and volunteers who

Books for Jordan
		 The children’s Sunday School 		

Hannah Kurtz
reading to a
vision-impaired
student in
Jordan.
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		 classes at Holly Grove Mennonite
		 Church, Westover, Md., collected
		 their 2013-14 winter offerings for
		 books for the new library at the
		 Arab Episcopal School in Irbid,
		 Jordan.
		
Hannah Kurtz, a member of
Holly Grove, is serving with the MCC/
SALT program at that school. Seton Center, a Christian community charity in the
Westover area (where Hannah did volunteer work as a child) learned of the collection and also donated over 200 children’s
books and shipped them to Jordan.
The Arab Episcopal School integrates
vision-impaired students into a regular
educational program, one of the few that
combines classes for sighted and visionimpaired children. Nearly half the students
at the school are vision-impaired.
		 ~ Don Kurtz,
		
Missions Elder at Holly Grove

will help prepare
for the Assembly.
Registration
for the July 2126, 2015 MWC
Assembly will
César García,
begin at the end of
General Secretary of MWC
August 2014. A
MWC office with
several staff will open in early August 2014 in
Akron, using space loaned from MCC.
The Global Youth Summit (18+) will
be held July 17-19, 2015, at Messiah College,
Grantham, Pa.
For more information, contact:
JoanneDirks@mwc-cmm.org.

$$

CURRENCY CORNER

$$

Article 21 from the Confession of
Faith in a Mennonite Perspective deals
with Christian Stewardship, and states:
“We believe that everything belongs
to God, who calls us as the church
to live as faithful stewards of all that
God has entrusted to us.” It goes on
to list some of the things that we are
entrusted with, including the message of
reconciliation, time, God’s earth, money,
and possessions. The term stewardship
has come to refer to our responsibility
both to manage and to share what God
has given to us.
My faith is renewed as I observe
how individuals and congregations
within ACC continue to share their
financial resources so that the work
of the Atlantic Coast Conference
which is to share God’s love and to
build connections among the various
congregations and organizations that
comprise ACC, can continue.
Thank you for your ongoing and
faithful support.
- Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer,
		 Forest Hills Mennonite

$

Most CHANGE Requires a Step of Faith
Peter

Steinke, in his book Congregational Leadership in Anxious Times, makes two
observations: “No system will change unless people in the system change how they
function with one another; and change is
stimulated when we look at things from a
different angle, associate with new people,
and pass through a critical moment.”
ACC may be in such a critical moment. How can we change and strengthen

ACC Leadership Transitions
Jon Carlson (Lyn) was installed

as lead pastor at the Forest Hills Mennonite
Church, Leola, Pa., on May 4. Jon previously
served as pastor with the Oley Valley
Mennonite Church.

Linda Helmus

(Dave) ended as associate
pastor of young families and Christian
education at the Neffsville Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, Pa., on April 30.

Jacqueline Hoover

( Jon) was ordained
for Christian ministry on April 27 as a
consultant in interreligious studies in the
United Kingdom. Jacqueline and Jon hold
membership in the Ridgeview Mennonite
Church, Gordonville, Pa.

Nathan Hyde

(Carolyn) ended as pastor
at CrossWay Church, Ocean City, Md., on
May 18 after serving seven years as their pastor.

the ways we relate to one another? One
way is to associate with others from
another ACC church you do not know
well.
Might building relationships help
change how we relate to others with a
different point of view?
In May, pastors and members from
Bethel Mennonite Church and Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster, along
with conference minister Warren Tyson,
sat down for a meal and conversation.
The intent was to get to know each other
better as people and fellow Christians. A
few questions helped guide the evening of
learning each other’s stories.
This summer, every ACC church and
its members are encouraged to take part in
such a meal and conversation with the purpose of learning from and getting to know
one another better. It may mean taking a
step outside your comfort zone, but doesn’t
most change require a step of faith?
Check out ACC’s webpage for more
information. If interested, contact Brook
Musselman, ACC Conference Coordinator, at brookm@atlanticcoastconference.
net or 717-394-8107 to be paired with
another congregation for sharing food,
fellowship, and maybe even transformation
together!
~ Katy Heinzel, Community Mennonite
of Lancaster and Brook Musselman,
ACC Conference Coordinator

ThoughtS
to
Ponder
“Does
building
relationships
help
change
how we
relate to
others
with a
different
point of
view?”

Linford King

(Mary Etta) ended a 20month intentional interim pastor assignment
with the Forest Hills Mennonite Church,
Leola, Pa., on April 30.

Ezra Tice ( Joan) began serving as an interim bridge pastor with the Oley Valley Mennonite Church, Oley, Pa., on May 1, 2014.
~ Warren Tyson,
Executive Conference Minister
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News &
Notes

News, notes, and
announcements
may be sent to
Currents editor,
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown,
PA 19543; or
e-mailed to:
currents@
atlanticcoast
conference.net

Lois Ann Mast,
(right)
ACC’s
Resource
Advocate,
exchanging
ideas
with other
MC USA
Resource
Advocates.
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Shine! Living in God’s Light is the

dynamic new Sunday school curriculum
available for age 3 to grade 8. This
MennoMedia product is available for this
Fall 2014 Sunday School. Starter packs and
products are available for order now. For
sample sessions and more information visit
the Shine Curriculum website: shine
curriculum.com. Shine On: A Story Bible
that accompanies the curriculum is a
beautifully illustrated, 320-page hardcover
book with stories that are fresh and engaging
for children. Shine On may be used at home
or in tandem with Shine! Sunday school
curriculum.

Church and Post-Christian Culture
Conference is scheduled for Sept. 19-20

in Carlisle, Pa. Anabaptists, neo-Anabaptists,
and evangelicals will gather to explore
Christian witness in the way of Jesus.
Speakers include Anton Flores, Greg Boyd,
and Nelson Okanya. Jesus, community, and
mission, are the broad themes for plenaries
and breakouts. This will be a significant
opportunity for different Anabaptists to
engage with each other and with evangelicals
drawn to Anabaptism. Use the code
MCUSA15 to receive a 15% discount
(first 50 registrants). More information
at: www.missioalliance.org

MC USA Resource Advocates

gathered in Pittsburgh, Pa., on March 28-30
for their annual resourcing with all of the
Mennonite Church USA agencies. Lois Ann
Mast (Conestoga Mennonite), ACC’s Resource Advocate, said, “I always look forward
to these annual weekends to learn the latest
of what is happening to better share with our
conference congregations back home. It is so
invigorating to hear how and where God is at
work throughout MC USA.”

Edgar Stoesz

has written his
memoirs titled
Finding My Way,
A Harvest of
Memories. The
book takes readers
from his boyhood
years in Mountain
Lake, Minnesota,
to work with Orie
O. Miller and William T. Snyder of
MCC in Akron, Pa. Stoesz reflects on his roles
as a pragmatic “Plautdietsch-speaking
left-brained” troubleshooter, called to rescue
yet another institution. He modestly admits
that he was often present while good things
happened. Edgar shows us how to work hard,
live richly, deal with disappointments, and
retire productively. The 204-page book with
color photos is available for $15 plus $3.00
shipping from Edgar Stoesz, 929 Broad St.,
Akron, PA 17501-1441.

Learn Arabic! Or assist Arabic speakers
learning English by attending six Saturdays
this summer ( July 19-Aug. 30) for two hours
each Saturday. Contact Jonathan Bornman
of Eastern Mennonite Mission’s Christian/
Muslim Relations Team at peacemakers@emm.
org or 717-826-7700 to register for Arabic
classes ($15 for immigrant individuals; $100 for
non-immigrants) or to volunteer as an informal
English conversation partner.
EMM Global Fair is scheduled for
Saturday, July 12. Enjoy international food,
interactive exhibits, missionary stories, and
children’s activities sponsored by Eastern
Mennonite Missions from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. at the Hans Herr House in Willow Street,
Pa. Learn more at emm.org/globalfair.
From Germany to Germantown is a
field trip sponsored by the Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society to sail on the Kalmar
Nyckel—a replica of the ship that first brought
European settlers to the Delaware Valley.
Experience old Philadelphia and explore Germantown on Saturday, September 20, leaving
the Society at 7:30 a.m. and returning to at
5:30 p.m. Visit lmhs.org for more details.

Sabbatical Reflection

Jim S. Amstutz

During the month of February, I took the

first part of my 2014 sabbatical leave as a
time of solitude. I stayed at a house in Lewes,
Delaware, thanks to the gracious generosity
of a friend. What follows are some reflections
about that experience and what I am still
learning from it.
Morton Kelsey writes:
“Nothing is completely dead within us, so dead
that it cannot be raised….What part have I
allowed to die so that I am living only as a
partial human being, busy getting more and
more set in my own one-sidedness? I need to
remember Jesus can bring any part of us back
to life.”
Ever notice how children are completely
absorbed in whatever they are doing? They are
immersed in the moment, focused totally on
the task at hand. They have given themselves
wholly to what is.
During my sabbatical sojourn, I had
the opportunity to rediscover living in the
moment. Never in my life have I had so
much discretionary time. It took nearly the
first week to get beyond the polarities of
either feeling on vacation and the innate
need to do something productive.
I was able to get some writing projects
out of my system. They were lingering, taking
up space in my soul, and preoccupying my
thoughts. Having a sustained time to write,
to unstop the flow of words, was a tremendous
gift. I also let go of the assumption that I had
to have a tangible outcome—a book, a manuscript, a series of sermons. That may well

happen, but it was not the driving force
behind the writing—not this time.
I also enjoyed entire days of reading.
The house was quiet; no e-mails, phone
calls, or meetings to structure my day. I
found a comfortable spot and dove into
the narrative of a gifted author. When we
allow ourselves to let go and fully enter the
alternative universe of a good book, fiction
or otherwise, we are transported out of
ourselves.
It is always fascinating to be aware
of which character or voice I most identify
with. Do I see myself in the protagonist,
or am I more like the villain, the deceptive
personality who shows the dark side of
humanity? Reading can spark the
revisiting of something we have long
forgotten—a dream, a longing, a desire.
Morton Kelsey suggests that when
we allow parts of ourselves to die within
us we become one-sided, unbalanced, out
of kilter. Solitude, meditation, reading,
writing—whatever the discipline is that
feeds your soul—invites us to make room
for the possibility of resurrection—to
regain our balance.
A friend recently said that when you
return from an extended silent retreat,
you need to list the graces that God has
given you, and also be prepared for those
graces to be tested. That has happened in
multiple ways already, and I keep working
at somehow recreating that period of
solitude every day, every week, every
month, and hopefully every year.
I am grateful for this time away to
embrace the centering of solitude. Going
forward, I am hoping and trusting that
Jesus can bring this part of me back to life
when I am facing those tests, the inevitable
distractions, and the persistent temptation
of not staying in the moment.
		
~ Jim S. Amstutz, Lead Pastor
			
Akron Mennonite

ACC
PASTOR
ReflectS

“When we
allow parts of
ourselves
to die
within us
we become
one-sided,
unbalanced,
out of
kilter.”
- Morton Kelsey
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Connections
Forward
births, marriages,
and deaths to:
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543
currents@atlantic
coastconference.net

Events
& More
Contributions
to this page
may be sent to:

currents@atlantic
coastconference.
net

or

Currents Editor
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543

Births
Adalyn Elizabeth Carlson was born
January 21, 2014, dau. of Jon and Lyn
Carlson (Forest Hills Mennonite).
Cora June Miller was born May 4,
2014, dau. of Adam and Darcy Miller
(Community Mennonite of Lancaster).
Micah Robert Thompson was born
November 9, 2013, son of Rebecca and
Brian Thompson (Frazer Mennonite).

Marriage
Stephanie Piefer married Colton King
(Maple Grove Mennonite), son of Neal
and Mary Lou King on May 31, 2014.

September 18, 2014
ACC Credentialed Leaders Day
Forest Hills Mennonite, for
all ACC ministers with active
credentials (and all interim
pastors serving ACC churches)
October 24, 2014
Leadership Resource Day
Ruth Haley Barton, presenter.
Place to be announced later.
Theme: “Pursuing God’s Will
Together: A Discernment
Practice for Leadership Groups”
focused for pastors, church
leadership teams, and conference
related ministry boards (Ruth
would like if our session begins
on Thursday night. We are in
conversation with her whether a
Thursday evening presentation
would be a standalone teaching
or a continuous theme to be
enlarged on Friday’s teaching
sessions.)
October 24, 2014
ACC Mennonite Women
Annual Dinner, 6-9 p.m.
Neffsville Mennonite Church
Jessica Crawford
Theme: “Identity Security:
Knowing Whose You Are and
Who You Are!”
October 25, 2014
ACC Fall Assembly
Celebration
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church
A day of worship, fellowship,
and delegate discernment
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Deaths
Alta Mae (Beachy) Detweiler,
94 (Frazer Mennonite), died
March 4, 2014, widow of the
late Solomon B. Detweiler.
Richard “Dick” Martin, 90 (Neffsville
Mennonite) died June 14, 2014,
husband of Esther Martin, first
ACC Currents edtior. He was the son
of the late Henry E. and Barbara S.
(Hollinger) Martin.
Verna Noll, 79 (Akron Mennonite)
died April 27, 2014, widow of the
late Pastor Grant Noll.

Ben O. Stoltzfus, 85 (Sandy Hill
Community) died March 21, 2014,
husband of Miriam R. Stoltzfus.
He was the son of Stephen E. and
Barbara (Beiler) Stoltzfus.
Anna Elizabeth “Liz” Stoltzfus, 68,
(Ridgeview Mennonite) died May
21, 2014, wife of Melvin B. Stoltzfus,
and daughter of the late Naaman
and Barbara (Lapp) King.
Ida M. Summers, 92 (Maple Grove
Mennonite) died May 6, 2014,
widow of the late Steven K. Stoltzfus
and the late Leon Summers.

Conference Related
Ministries Directory
Conference Related
Ministries (CRM) is one of
the newest departments of
ACC just formed in 2004.
Now in its tenth year, there
are 23 member organizations
performing a variety of
ministries ranging from retirement communities, schools,
overseas missions, music and prison ministries, camps, spiritual
ministries, and more.
Many of these ministries were founded by Mennonite
churches or members of Mennonite churches. They each have
their own area of specialization and operate under the direction
of their own board of directors.
Though diverse in what they do, there are several reasons
why organizations become a CRM:
1) They value their church-related origins and continuing
		 associations.
2) They welcome, indeed they need, volunteers and
		 financial support from congregations and members.
3) They solicit our prayers for their ongoing ministry.

To serve as a bridge between ACC’s 35 congregations
and the 23 CRM organizations that constitute ACC, a CRM
Directory was released in 2014 that includes an information
sheet featuring all CRM members. Copies of the Directory have
been sent to all member congregations. A cover letter signed by
Warren Tyson and Edgar Stoesz states: “We do not need to look
outside to find deserving causes to support.”
When making out your church or family-giving budget,
when drawing up your prayer list, and when considering where
to volunteer your services, remember the organizations that
represent us in ministering to needs in our midst.

Witnessing the Presence and Work of God
CLC* is sometimes called a “board of
elders” who help the Executive Board of MC
USA to hear the heartbeat of the church, and
advise them. CLC is made up of two to three
persons from each of the 21 conferences in
MC USA, in addition to leaders of MC USA
agencies. A group of 80 folks met for three days
on the Bethel College campus in Kansas, in
mid-March, 2014. There were many times that
I witnessed the presence and work of God among
us as we talked and laughed, and cried and prayed
together.
One of the most helpful elements that the
worship planners incorporated into our time was
the opportunity to be silent together. On Friday
morning, we had nearly an hour of solitude and
silence when we were directed to open ourselves
to the living Spirit of God, and listen. I witnessed
the presence of God among us as we spread out across
the campus to pray.
When we returned to the group, and opportunity was given to share out of the silence,
the most dominant call was to move forward
trusting God and trusting one another. We were
encouraged to accept the hard journey upon
which we find ourselves as we attend to all parts of
the church. We were encouraged not to scapegoat
folks on either side of this disagreement in order to
relieve the discomfort of it. We were encouraged
to listen to the stories of pain and transformation
across the whole church. I witnessed the presence
and work of God in the voices of those who went to
the mic to speak out of the silence.
None of our meeting centered on the
rightness or wrongness of people’s Biblical
interpretations and understandings of human
sexuality. We all sat with the reality and the truth
that we have strong disagreement within our
body of believers about human sexuality, and
what it means to be a faithful follower of Jesus.
I witnessed the presence of God in being willing to
sit together in that reality, acknowledging that we all
love this church more than we even know.
Because this group of leaders has built
significant relationships over these past 14 years,
we were not able to just pitch our tents in
separate corners of the room, disregarding each

other’s experiences and beliefs. We know each
other—and have come to love each other—which
totally impacted the discussions around our tables,
and the discernment we were being asked to
engage in. I witnessed the presence and work of God
in the loving relationships in the room.
Most of our conversation had much to do
with how to move forward together as a church,
and what we need in order to trust each other,
when we all are living in a world where mistrust
is rampant, and broken communities and communions are routine. I witnessed the presence and
power of God’s love as we struggled together.
Sitting at my table was the new moderator
from North Central Conference. He and his wife
and five children live in rural Minnesota. North
Central conference is made up mostly of rural
churches, who were feeling (prior to this meeting) as if they were going to have to withdraw
from MC USA – because of Mountain States
Conference’s decision to license a lesbian woman
as an Associate pastor. During the last worship
service, he went to the mic and shared that he
was planning to suggest to his conference that
they invite leaders of Mountain States Conference to come and be with them at a conference
meeting. He said, “Not so we can convince them
where they are wrong, and not so they can convince us where we are wrong, but just because we
need to sit at the same table together, as brothers
and sisters.” I witnessed the presence and power
of God in the humility and grace of the leaders of
North Central Conference and Mountain States
Conference . . . as well as in many other leaders
around those tables.
I wish you all could have been there. Many
of us said that the presence and power of God’s
love was palpable at times. Thanks be to God for
lighting the way, as we take one step at a time,
together.
		 - Jane Hoober Peifer
		

Across
the
church

“I
witnessed
the presence
of God
in being
willing to
sit together,
acknowledging
that we
all
love
the church
more than
we even
know.”

*Constituency Leaders Council of Mennonite
Church USA. This report was given to the ACC
delegates on April 26, 2014, at North Baltimore
Mennonite Church.
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Related
Ministries
Lancaster
Mennonite
Historical
Society
2218 Millstream Rd
Lancaster, PA
17602
717-393-9745
www.lmhs.org
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Bookworm Frolic 2014
“For all people who love to read”
			
On the morning of August 13, 2014, forty

volunteers will lay out over 40,000 books on
tables for the Lancaster Mennonite Historical
Society’s annual Bookworm Frolic while
eager early morning shoppers gather around
the tables. At the sound of a bell, the sale
will officially be open and will continue until
August 16.
The sale, which is now approaching its
34th year, has been an important fundraiser
for the Society for decades. Through the
years, the frolic has grown to be a community event, with a mix of new and returning
shoppers, food, and entertainment.
Last year’s sale was a big success, with
over 24,000 books sold to nearly 4,000
people. This was made possible by the large
number of volunteers who help to set up the
books and tables, work the cash register and
organize parking along with various other
jobs. Many of the volunteers have worked at
the sale for multiple years.
Jacob and Rachel Stahl are one of the
couples who volunteer regularly, usually
working as cashier assistants on the first
morning of the sale. When asked how long
they have helped at the Society, Jacob Stahl
laughed and replied, “Don’t make me wrack
my brain. Many years is a good answer.” He
is always glad to see the basement cleaned
out of donated books that they have helped
to sort over the last year.
There are 25 categories of books waiting to be sold,
ranging from
paperback
fiction to
biographies to
science. While
there are rare
and unique
books to be
found in many
of the genres,
the children’s
books are

especially interesting. David Sauder, the
coordinator of the sale, says that he feels that
“there are books of every subject for all ages
and all people who love to read.” Prices will
decrease each day from the Wednesday price
of $1-3 per book.
On Friday and Saturday, there will be
box deals where shoppers can fill a box with
as many books they can fit for a fixed price
of $15 on Friday and $10 on Saturday. The

sale also includes records, DVDs, VHS tapes,
CDs, puzzles and magazines.
There is also a tent offering a variety of
foods throughout the entire sale, including
sandwiches, hot dogs, hamburgers, cold
beverages, home-made desserts, and Lapp
Valley Farm ice cream. On Friday, there will
also be BBQ chicken available.
In the indoors, year-round bookstore,
new and used books, as well as genealogical
sources, games, and folk art will also be for
sale. A 10% discount will be given on all new
books, with a 25% to 75% discount on select
titles.
The Frolic will open at 9 a.m. each morning and close at 7 p.m. each evening except for
Saturday, when it closes at 4 p.m.
Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society
is also looking for volunteers to assist with the
Bookworm Frolic. If interested, please contact
717-393-9745.
			
~ Joel Nofziger, LMHS

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . .
Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other
Christian organizations, a summer
camp program for youth, an outdoor
education program for public & Christian schools, a challenge ropes course,
and road scholar programs for seniors.
Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City
Mennonite churches, founded in
1969. Mission is to empower youth
to serve Christ in the city. Summer
children’s camps.
Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.ca2mphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this
camping and retreat ministry offers a
variety of overnight camps and yearround events for all ages where people
connect with God, nature,
and each other.
Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org
Eastern Mennonite
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports
almost 200 workers in 39 countries,
focusing particularly where the
church is weak or nonexistent.
Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466

Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship
has offered residential services,
training in daily living skills, and
social services.
Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages,
Apartments, Assisted Living,
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing
Households, Adult Day Services,
Garden Spot Village At Home,
Center for Health.
Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent
settlement of Mennonites in
America called “The Gateway
of American Mennonitism,”
through which most North
American Mennonites have
symbolically passed.
Harmonies Music
Ministry
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new
Christian music resources for the
church worldwide through
performance, resource development,
leadership training, and product
creation.
Kairos: School of
Spiritual Formation
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-669-2957
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org
Provides programs in spiritual
formation and spiritual direction
from September to May in
weekend retreats. Other
opportunities include day
retreats and experiential prayer
sessions in congregational
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org
Educates, inspires, and promotes the
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the
Mennonite expression of the Anabaptist tradition. Offers educational
programs and a library/archives,
bookstore, and museum.
Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at:
• Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
• Lancaster Campus, 6-12
• Locust Grove Campus, PreK-8
• New Danville Campus, PreK-5
Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families
by honoring and enriching them in a
Christ-like community. Residential
living, assisted living, healthcare,
rehab, adult day care services, special
care for persons with memory loss, athome care, and child day care.
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
info@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in
retreat services and innovative
programming.
Mennonite Home Communities
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org
A continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) providing
care to senior adults with a
tradition of care spaning 100 years.
Services include cottage and
apartment residences, assisted living, health care, and rehabilitative
therapies.

New Person Ministries
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and
provides community reentry services.
No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
Fax: 717-390-4894
blong@nlam.org
www.nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries provides
supportive, caring services for
indivi-duals and families experiencing significant mental illness, as an
expression of Christ’s love.
Philadelphia Mennonite
High School
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://pmhsonline.org
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12
interested in pursuring college.
Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church that
includes a Mennonite Voluntary
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well
as housing for residents committed to
the mission of RHHP.
Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street,
PO Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrating 45 years of rebuilding lives
and community by teaching skills to
solve housing and financial problems.
Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
jswartz@telhai.org
www.telhai.org
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited,
nonprofit provider of services for
senior adults. For over 50 years, they
have provided health care, housing,
and services to enhance residents’
quality of life in cottage and apartment
residences, personal care, Adult Day
Services, health care, and rehabilitative
therapies.
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Identity
Security
Knowing
Whose
You Are
and
Who
You Are

AT
A
T L A N T I C CO A S T CO N F E R E N C E

This
is a
great
event
to
invite
a
young
adult
from
your
church
to
attend
with
you.

Mennonite
Church
USA

An Evening with Jessica Crawford

Identity Security
Knowing Whose You Are and Who You Are!


October 24, 2014
JESSICA CRAWFORD, is on a
mission to Love Out Loud. As
a multifaceted minister of the
gospel, she aims to express the
passionate love of Jesus Christ
for our hurting world through
music, missions and ministry.
Raised in the small Virginia
town of Bridgewater, she held
her first youth ministry position at Bridgewater Church of
the Brethren while attending
James Madison University.
After a season of intense
personal pain, God captivated Jessica with vision for a
future in music and ministry.
From 2012-2013, Jessica
lived and served in the inner
city of Nashville as a missionary for Provision International—host of Thunder School.
She now finds herself traveling
to partner with ministries and
missions groups around the
country and she couldn’t be
more surprised or grateful.

Neffsville Mennonite Church
2371 Lititz Pike
Lancaster, PA
6:00pm | Appetizers

$15 per person
RSVP BY OC TOBER 17, 2014
ACC Office Phone: 717-394-8107 or
on-line at www.atlanticcoastconference.net

Sponsored by
Atlantic Coast Conference—Mennonite Women

Delivering
ACC’s records
to the Lancaster
Mennonite
Historical
Society where
they will be
available for
historical
research.
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6:30pm | Dinner

[

Bring a friend
and widen our
fellowship!

[
Offering Project
Locust House
(Shelter for Women)

Left to right: Carolyn
Wenger, Archivist at
LMHS, receiving
ACC files from Brook
Musselman, ACC
Coordinator, and
Lemar Mast, ACC
Historian. All ACC
congregations are
encouraged to send
their church bulletins,
newsletters, and other
items to be archived
and made available
for historians today
and in the future.

