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Above: Part of the U.S eastern
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located. ACC is one of 21
conferences across North
America that makes up
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Welcome to the Returning Veterans, Returning Hope: Seeking Peace Together Sunday-school
curriculum!
These lessons are designed to help congregations think both theologically and practically
about healing from the trauma of war, and learning the meaning of Jesus’ way of peace. The
lessons assume that peace churches and military veterans could benefit greatly by walking this
path together. For some churches, this kind of shared dialogue across what is often
experienced as a social barrier is new territory that may feel strange, even frightening. For
other churches, this has already been a challenging and deeply rewarding journey.
We live in an era of seemingly endless war. Since the Gulf War in 1991, the United States has
conducted military actions in many places around the globe, including Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia,
Serbia, Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as drone strikes in Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and now
Syria. As of 2012, there were an estimated 21 million military veterans in the United States, of
which 2.5 million were from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. While many of us continue our
lives as normal midst these wars, this is not the case with veterans, their families, and the many
who must live with the trauma of bombs and terrorist attacks in their own countries.
Indeed, many veterans among us still carry the emotional trauma and moral pain of war
within. Their pain is a living reminder of our shared failure to prevent war and create a culture
of peace. And while many members of peace churches have responded with compassion to the
victims and survivors of war overseas, few have reached out to military veterans here at home.
This curriculum is an opportunity to explore these concerns in the context of our faith. What
biblical resources can help shape our response to war and the trauma it visits on soldiers and
civilians alike? What can veterans and peace churches learn from one another?
We have created six lessons as a way to begin this journey, or to continue a journey already
begun. Please find the Teacher’s Notes at the end of each lesson.There are opening exercises
and additional resources/lesson extenders for each lesson. You will know what kind of

10 New Person Ministries

And you will be my witnesse s . . .
The

Mission and Radical Living community in
2015 ACC Spring Assembly
New York City, along with Brian Miller
Celebration is scheduled for Saturday,
and Emily Ralph who will share about
April 18, 2015, for at Forest Hills
the ministry of Sunnyside Mennonite
Mennonite Church, 100 Quarry Road,
Church in Lancaster. Time
Leola, Pa. The theme is “And you
will also be spent reflecting and
will be my witnesses” from Acts 1:8.
developing a vision for missions
Registration will begin at
and ministry as a conference going
8:00 a.m. with the day’s worship
forward.
and activities occuring between
Register to attend at:
9:00 a.m. and 3:45 p.m. There
atlanticcoastconference.net/
is no cost to attend, although
delegates/upcoming-assembly/
donations will be accepted for
Jason & Vonetta
Registrants will be asked to
lunch.
Storbakken
answer the question: What is an
Adult delegates come
example(s) of ACC relationships
from each congregation (two
being a useful or even an essential
delegates for the first 100
tool in doing missions and
members and another delegate
ministry to expand the Kingdom
for each additional 100 members
of God?
or fraction thereof ).This is in
These answers will give
addition to credentialed leaders
Brian Miller
initial input into our theme for the
and sitting committee members
day, based on Acts 1:8, of serving
who are automatically designated
as God’s witnesses as a conference.
as delegates.
Later in the day, we will
Each congregation is also
also participate in sharing and
encouraged this spring to appoint
dreaming about how ACC as a
and send one youth delegate
body can serve as a witness to
(high school age). There will be
the towns where our churches
a separate morning session and
Emily Ralph
reside, to our region, to our
lunch for these youth delegates
nation, and to our world.
as well as other interested youth to explore
“But you will receive power when the
and interact on the theme of missions. Their
Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be
voices are considered very important for this
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
Assembly Celebration!
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Jason and Vonetta Storbakken will share
Act 1:8 NIV.
about their ministry with the Bowery Street
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John Denlinger,
ACC Moderator

Living with my
“not knowing”
It was the third week of the “Upside

Down Inside Out” Lenten Series when I
was reminded again that God’s foolishness
is greater than my wisdom or all of our
collective wisdom as leaders in the church.
Paul, of course, gives preachers lots of
encouragement by saying that although our
preaching is foolishness, it brings people to
believe (1 Corinthians 1:21).
I do realize more and more that as I move
into my mid 60’s that I really do not know all
that much. All that I thought I knew at one
time has changed over these years and I freely
confess that there is so much more that I do
not know.
So as a people of God who confess that
we know less than we thought we knew, what
does that say to us as we continue to desire
to follow Jesus and be the faithful Body of
Christ in a world that so desperately needs to
know Jesus? What do have to offer?
I was privileged to share my Lenten
sermon thoughts with Hebron Mennonite
Church about the freedom of living with my
“not knowing” that allows, encourages, and
really demands me to stay in relationship
with God and with by brothers and sisters in
Christ. If I knew all the answers, I would not
need to stay in constant contact with God
and with my brothers and sisters in Christ.
I could go off doing my own independent
thing without needing anyone to help me
discern what is right or wrong, whatever that
means. I am so thankful for the ministry and
mission of the body of believers at Hebron
that I learned only by being with them in
their place.
As I interact with other ACC
congregations, I realize how diverse we are
from Boston to New York City to Birch
Grove to Holly Grove, to Bethel to North

Baltimore and Pocomoke and places in between,
and even beyond our boundaries to Puerto
Rico. God has called each of us to be salt and
light and a sweet smelling fragrance everywhere
we are.
I tell people every chance I get that I am so
blessed to be serving as Moderator of Atlantic
Coast Conference. We are so diverse which
allows God to be using each of us in different
ways to best meet the needs of people in our
local communities, therefore introducing more
people to the Kingdom of God here on earth!
Thanks be to God!
Recently I shared with a group of Middle
Schoolers at Lancaster Mennonite and I was
reminded again how much I do not know! I
confess I was a bit terrified to share at their
chapel. What would an “old man” have to share
that would connect with them? It was perhaps
the most racially diverse group of people that
I have ever shared with and I realized how
much I had to learn from them. I was greatly
encouraged and challenged by their interaction
with each other and the way that they embraced
each other where “differences” were not even
noticed. I thought, wow, we as adults have
so much to learn from them and they do it so
naturally.
So as we live with our “not knowing” and
embrace the mystery of God and the God of
mystery, I believe that we have much to offer
to the world as we walk together hand in hand
acknowledging our diversity. As we come and
live together, let us learn and share together as
if we are the Kingdom of God here on earth
which is what we are and what we will be more
fully some day.
So then let’s keep living together trusting
and believing that God will help us find the way
one step at a time. So, in God, let us trust each
other and live freely with our “not knowing,”
believing that someday we will see clearly . . .
but not yet . . . not yet!
- John Denlinger, ACC Moderator, is a member of
Ridgeview Mennonite Church, and is Advancement
Associate at Lancaster Mennonite School.

www.atlanticcoastconference.net

Seeking God’s Will Together: A Guide to Biblical Discernment
Five authors pooled their wisdom and
experience to produce a new book titled
Seeking God’s Will Together: A Guide for Biblical
Discernment. A six-unit study, it is designed
to help congregations answer this question
through the practice of communal biblical
discernment. The units are rich and full so
each unit can be adapted to be used in more
than one session for groups that would like to
take more time.
Each unit is divided into two parts:
Teaching and Practice. In addition, the units
begin with worship rituals and singing—all
combining to help congregations work
together to be more intentional about
discernment.
Coupled with video teaching aids
from Central Plain Mennonite Conference
leaders, this guide offers both the flexibility
and structure for either a six-session or a 12session study. It addresses why the church
practices discernment, teaches specific practices
of discernment, and gives congregations

$$$

opportunities to practice what they have learned.
The goals for this study include:

HELPFUL
RESOURCE
Seeking God’s

Will Together

1. Empowering congregations to build our
competency for discerning matters of faith
and life so that we can better proclaim and
be a sign of God’s reign in the world.
2. Outlining a process for biblical discernment in an Anabaptist/Mennonite perspective
for congregations to learn from and practice
applying to specific issues of our time.

A congregational study
on communal biblical discernment

by Central Plains Mennonite Conference
An area conference of Mennonite Church USA

After completing the study, congregations
will be well-positioned to carry out faithful biblical
discernment in ways that will foster unity even
when members disagree.
The authors of this 72-page book are
Amanda Beachy, Shana Peachey Boshart,
Nathan Ramer, Nicholas Detweiler Stoddard
and Matt Troyer-Miller.
To access a free download of this study
plus teaching videos, go to: http://www.
centralplainsmc.org/discernment-study.html.

“How does
the faithful church
discern the
way of Jesus
as we engage
the culture in
which we find
ourselves?”

CURRENCY CORNER $ $ $

		 I have some good news and some not
so good news to report regarding the ACC
finances. First of all the good news: for
the first seven months of the current fiscal
year—July 1, 2014-January 31, 2015—
income has exceeded expenses by $2,567.00.
Secondly, the not so good news: regular
income for the first seven months is
approximately $16,000 under budget.
Fortunately, expenses are also under budget
by about $18,500. However, there are some
larger one-time expenses that will need to
be paid in the next few months which will
bring our total expenses close to budget by
the end of the year. So in the five months
remaining in this fiscal year we need to
make up the $16,000 shortfall in income.
We rely on the generous support of our
member congregations and friends of ACC
to continue the kingdom work of ACC.
		
- Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer

$

A missional center for Atlantic Coast Conference

I belong at Lancaster Mennonite!
PreK & Kindergarten

Elementary

Middle & High School

Christ-centered • Educational Excellence • Caring Community

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, May 3, 1-3 p.m.

Lancaster Campus • Kraybill Campus • Locust Grove Campus • New Danville Campus

Get full information at www. lancastermennonite.org
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Church
Life
Believe
See
and
Act.

“How can
we work
with,
rather than
against
God’s
Spirit,
recognizing
that the
church is
God’s,
not ours?”
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HOPE . . . For the Future
The Hope . . . for the Future IV people of
color conference was one of the Mennonite
Church’s “Yes, we can moments.” Hosted by
Arca de Salvacion Mennonite Church, 108
people of color and white allies gathered in
Fort Meyer, Fla., on January 23-25, 2015, to
intentionally look, from a different perspective, at the problem of systemic abuse of
power by the dominant culture. And this was
done with the use of the Power Cube.
We divided into teams and each team
member told a story of abuse of power. The
team chose one story as our case study. Later
we went physically before a cube-shaped floor
tile which included the words that described
how the abuse of power had been used, the
dominant person in the power play (person
or group) who was victimized, and if the
abuse had been assumed. After our exercise
with the power cube, we concluded that
change from the abuse of power by the dominant culture needs to come by organizational
change. Persons in leadership need to regularly change or the abuse of power will never
come. Instead it is viewed, “This is the way
things have always been done.”
One of the speakers at the conference
made the point that abuse of power is
inherent in our structure. There are some that
are quite visible like KKK meetings, while
others are hidden in a particular way as, “this
is the way we always do things.”
My journey began on January 21, 2015,
traveling by bus along the scenic west coast
of Florida. I had been asked by the team of
elders that I belong to in my church at Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship as a woman of
color to stop at a town near Sarasota to visit
a white woman (one of our church members)
who is in treatment for a delicate health problem. I felt blessed to spend a day and a night
ministering to her in prayer and fellowship, as
well as humbled to be accepted as an equal in
my church and in the body of Christ.
The scripture used for the people of
color conference was John 9:1-12: Believe,
see and act. I believe that the love that Jesus
equally has for all of us will help destroy our
blinders as we choose to view one another as
sisters and brothers in the body of Christ. It
is through the love of Christ and through our

Sandra Perez
love for one another that will lead
us to act so that
the abuse of power
will be washed
away. But, we cannot utter the chant, “Yes we
can,” if we stand by like the Pharisees of that
time and choose to remain blind to the pain of
systemic abuse by the dominant culture. Yes, we
can remove those barriers, but we need to love
one another as Christ has loved us all.
I wish to thank Atlantic Coast
Conference, my congregation at Manhattan
Mennonite Fellowship, and The NYC Oversight Ministry Team who made it possible for
me to attend this conference.
~ Sandra Perez, Manhattan Mennonite Church

ACC Leadership Transitions
Mim Book

Jim Lapp

and
ended as interim
pastors at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church,
Lancaster, Pa. as of February 22, 2015.

Steve Crane

(Francesca) ended as lead
pastor at Maple Grove Mennonite Church,
Atglen, Pa. as of February 16, 2015.

Graham Cyster (Dorcas) requested his

ordination with the Atlantic Coast Conference
and Mennonite Church USA be withdrawn.
The Ministerial Leadership Committee approved
the termination effective February 10, 2015.

Michelle Dula (Andy) began April 1,

2015 as lead pastor at the Blossom Hill
Mennonite Church, Lancaster, Pa. Michelle
ended as associate pastor at the Akron (Pa.)
Mennonite Church on March 31.

Doug Friesen (Tina) ended as associate

pastor at the Blossom Hill Mennonite Church,
Lancaster, Pa. as of March 31, 2015.

Frantz Santiago

(Sharon) ended as
pastor at Hopewell Mennonite Church,
Reading, Pa. effective April 3, 2015.
~ Warren Tyson, Executive Conference Minister

God’s
People
at work
Who are the Mennonites across the
U.S.? Read stories of who we are through
blogs, social media posts, videos, news stories,
photos, and more, as we celebrate this diverse
group. The exact web page where all the
stories can be found is: www.mennoniteusa.
org/wearemenno/.
When we pause to look, we can see
the unique and inspiring ways that we as
Mennonites are taking part in God’s work,
and how each one of us adds color, depth, and
contrast to our church. When all our energies
and gifts combine, we Mennonites can truly
do things to aid in God’s work that we could
never do alone. We are woven together to
form a tapestry that is, admittedly, sometimes
complicated, but also beautiful and diverse.
Although each of these stories is
different, in every situation, a common theme
evolves as we all seek Jesus’ call on our lives.
		Hannah Heinzekehr, Director of
Communications for Mennonite Church USA,
is inviting ACC members to share our stories by
sending an email (HannahH@MennoniteUSA.
org) or use the hashtag #WeAreMenno to
share photos and stories on Facebook (www.
facebook.com/MennoniteChurchUSA),
Instagram (instagram.com/mennonitesusa) or
Twitter (twitter.com/MennonitesUSA).
Read stories already available:

~ Congregations reaching out to veterans
struggling with post-traumatic stress disorder
and helping them to heal from the mental and
emotional scars that come with witnessing
unspeakable violence.
~ Women linking hands and dancing around a
worship hall together, mourning the ways that
discrimination based on sex, race, gender and
class have divided our church, and celebrating
a special space to worship together.
~ An advocacy ministry for families of
undocumented immigrants in Denver that
invites area Mennonites to acknowledge and
tend to the injustice and pain inflicted by
harsh U.S. immigration laws.
~ Young adults taking a year after high school
or college to live in community and to learn
and serve alongside communities across the
United States.
~ A group of Garifuna women planting a
church and building a support network for
new immigrants in West Palm Beach, Fla.
~ Leaders traveling to the Middle East
to listen to stories from Palestinian and
Israeli Christians living in the midst of great
conflict.
~ A multicultural congregation in the heart
of Philadelphia learning how to sing each
other’s songs.
What stories do you wish to share?

The
common
threads
that bind
our stories
together are:
“1) Jesus as the
center of
our faith,
2) community
as the center
of our lives,
and
3) reconciliation as
the center
of our work.”
- Palmer Becker

~ A church of more than 1,000 members
preaching and worshipping in Spanish on the
west side of Chicago.
~ A young family feeling called to work at
church revitalization and simple living in
rural Washington State.
~ A youth group from Indiana getting
inspired to work for justice on behalf of
immigrants in Georgia and beyond.
~ Two Korean pastors beginning a peace
and conflict reconciliation training program
for Asian-Americans in Los Angeles County.
~ A Pennsylvania congregation hiring new
staff to reach out to Anabaptist students at a
large state university.

Currents
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News &
Notes

Excitement is building as this summer

draws nearer and we have the privilege to
attend both the Mennonite Church USA
Convention in Kansas City, Missouri, on
June 30-July 5, 2015, and Mennonite World
Conference in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on
July 21-26, 2015. Discounts are available for
those attending both events. The uniqueness
about Mennonite World Conference is
that it is so near to many of the ACC
congregations—it is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to experience this reunion
of the Anabaptist-Mennonite family
worldwide. It is not too late to register at
www.convention.mennoniteusa.org or
www.mwc-cmm.org/pennsylvania-2015.

“Loosing the Flame” by Meghan

Good was one of the presentations given
at the Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical
Seminary’s Pastor’s Week in Elkhart,
Indiana, in January 2015. This can be
downloaded from www.anabaptist.
dreamhosters.com/podcasts/events-andcelebrations/?name=2015-01-28_pastors_
week_2015. Meghan Good is pastor at
Albany Mennonite Church, Albany, Ore.

Anabaptist Learning Institute is
a set of four courses available on-line to
encourage dialogue about faith and values
on the following topics:
• Learning the Language of Community
• Understanding the Roots of Community
• Building Caring Communities
• Shaping a Community of Learners
Participants can receive 10 graduate
semester hours at EMU or Bluffton
University. For more information, contact
Mennonite Education Agency at: www.
mennoniteeducation.org.
3-D Gospel in Benin is the newest
MissioDei book printed by Mennonite
Mission Network. Subtitled “Beninese
churches invite Mennonites to holistic
partnership,” this 28-page book was just
printed this year in English, Spanish,
and French, and is available free by
downloading it at: www.mennonitemission.
net/SiteCollectionDocuments/Tools%20
for%20Mission/Missio%20Dei/
MissioDei23.E.pdf. Benin is a country in
West Africa.
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Women’s Retreat Kit titled Spark: Igniting

Your God-Given Creativity will be released in
June 2015 by MennoMedia. This Bible Study
unpacks four stories of God’s creative spirit at
work using a participant guide, director’s guide,
and lots of suggestions for women to make
personal connections and space for reflection.

MennoMedia new books
are discounted before they
come off the press. Check out
their website, go to “Store,”
and then “Coming Soon,” to
pre-order new books for up
to 20% discount, and you will
be one of
the first
to receive
your new book! John F.
Sharp’s new book on Orie
O. Miller titled My Calling
to Fulfill is currently offered
at $26.99 until May 5,
2015, when the price will
increase to $29.99. Simply
in Season, Tenth Anniversary
Edition is listed at $18.74 until May 25, 2015,
when the price will increase to $24.99.
Parents and Teachers of preschool children
should access the “Mennonite Early Childhood
Network” providing an Anabaptist-based
resource to help our children build faith. Started
by Mennonite Education Agency, check it
out at: http://www.mennoniteeducation.org/
MEAPortal/DesktopDefault.aspx?tabid=624
and then print the useful “Now It’s Summer:
Suggestions for Summertime Activities”!
Also, request your name to be on the regular
email blast that is mailed the first and third
Monday of every month to receive a concept,
a verse, an activity, a prayer, and further
resources. Access this website at: www.
buildingfaithmecn.weebly.com.

Dear Teacher/Facilitator,

Do you have veterans who are part of
your
congregation,
or wish
to theologically
reach out
to your
These lessons
are designed to help congregations
think both
and practically
about healing from the trauma of war, and learning the meaning of Jesus’ way of peace. The
neighbors
who
are
veterans?
MennoMedia
and
lessons assume that peace churches and military veterans could benefit greatly by walking
this
path together. For some churches, this kind of shared dialogue across what is often
MCC
have
tothatproduce
sixfrightening.
unitFor
experienced as
a social partnered
barrier is new territory
may feel strange,aeven
other churches, this has already been a challenging and deeply rewarding journey.
study
(provides 12 sessions) to help congregaWe live in an era of seemingly endless war. Since the Gulf War in 1991, the United States has
tions
think
both
and practically
conducted military actions
in manytheologically
places around the globe, including
Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia,
Serbia, Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as drone strikes in Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and now
about
healing
from
the
trauma
of war,
andStates, of
Syria. As of 2012, there were an estimated 21 million military veterans
in the United
which 2.5 million were from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. While many of us continue our
learning
the meaning of Jesus’ way of peace.
lives as normal midst these wars, this is not the case with veterans, their families, and the many
who must live with the trauma of bombs and terrorist attacks in their own countries.
The lessons assume that peace churches
Indeed, many veterans among us still carry the emotional trauma and moral pain of war
and
military
veterans
benefit
greatly
within. Their
pain is a living
reminder of ourcould
shared failure
to prevent war
and create aby
culture
of peace. And while many members of peace churches have responded with compassion to the
walking
this
path
together.
For
some
churches,
victims and survivors of war overseas, few have reached out to military veterans here at home.
this
kindis anofopportunity
shared
dialogue
across
what
is What
This curriculum
to explore
these concerns
in the context
of our faith.
biblical resources can help shape our response to war and the trauma it visits on soldiers and
often
experienced
a churches
social
is new
civilians alike?
What can veterans andas
peace
learnbarrier
from one another?
We have created six
lessons may
as a way to
begin strange,
this journey, or to
continuefrightening.
a journey already
territory
that
feel
even
begun. Please find the Teacher’s Notes at the end of each lesson.There are opening exercises
For
other
churches,
this
has
already
been
and additional resources/lesson extenders for each lesson. You will know what kinda
of
challenging and deeply rewarding journey.
We live in an era of seemingly endless
war. Since the Gulf War in 1991, the U.S. has
conducted military actions in many places
around the globe. As of 2012, there were an
Welcome to the Returning Veterans, Returning Hope: Seeking Peace Together Sunday-school
curriculum!

Returning Veterans. Returning Hope.
~ Seeking Peace Together ~

Lesson 1: Crossing Barriers

Explore the barrier-crossing impluse of the gospel, and
reflect on its implications for followers of Jesus in a nation
at war.

estimated 21 million military veterans in
the U.S., of which 2.5 million were from the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. While many of
us continue our lives as normal midst these
wars, this is not the case with veterans, their
families, and the many who must live with the
trauma of bombs and terrorist attacks in their
own countries.
Indeed, many veterans among us still
carry the emotional trauma and moral pain of
war within. Their pain is a living reminder of
our shared failure to prevent war and create
a culture of peace. And while many members
of peace churches have responded with
compassion to the victims and survivors of
war overseas, few have reached out to military
veterans here at home.
This curriculum is an opportunity to
explore these concerns in the context of our
faith. What biblical resources can help shape
our response to war and the trauma it visits
on soldiers and civilians alike? What can
veterans and peace churches learn from one
another?
Download this resource at: http://mcc.
org/media/resources/1719.

Reaching
OUT

LANCASTER MENNONITE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Come visit us!

Lesson 2: Our Militarized Lives

Understand that all of us, soldiers and civilians alike, are
caught in a web of militarism that has permeated our
culture, and explore what faithfulness to Christ means.

Lesson 3: The Experience of Trauma

Better understand the experience of trauma and its impact
on the lives of soldiers, veterans, and all who are violated
by war.

Lesson 4: Breaking Free From Trauma and
Moral Injury

Learn more about how soldiers, who have been traumatized by the brutality of war and the painful losses it
brings, find their way toward healing.

Lesson 5: Hospitality: A Two-Way Street

LMMS Invites ACC youth to be

students for a day!

Wednesday, April 15 • 8:15 a.m.-3:05 p.m.

Explore the meaning of hospitatiliy as an approach to
engaging with military veterans and their families.

At the end of the school day, parents
are invited for refreshments, tours
and an opportunity to meet teachers.

Understand that military veterans can lead us to deepen
our understanding and commitment to peace.

Lancaster Campus of Lancaster Mennonite School • 2176 Lincoln Highway East, Lancaster

Lesson 6: Deepening Our Peace Roots

Call Christy Horst
(717) 509-4459, ext. 312
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Connections
Forward
births, marriages,
and deaths to:
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543
currents@atlantic
coastconference.net

Events
& More

Births
Kellen Wesley Deininger was
born March 2, 2015, son of Wes
and Lindsey Garber Deininger
(Community Mennonite of
Lancaster).
Olivia Lynn Horst was born
December 20, 2015, daughter of
Nathan and Sarah Horst (Ridgeview
Mennonite).

Contributions
to this page
may be sent to:

currents@atlantic
coastconference.
net

April 18, 2015
ACC Spring Assembly
Celebration
Forest Hills Mennonite
Leola, Pa.

Currents Editor
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543

June 30-July 5, 2015
MC USA Convention
Kansas City, Mo.
Registration opens on
January 15, 2015
wwww.convention.
mennoniteusa.org/
kansas-city
July 16-20, 2015
Mennonite World
Conference Global Youth
Summit
Messiah College
July 21-26, 2015
Mennonite World
Conference
Harrisburg, Pa.
www.mwc-cmm.org/
pennsylvania-2015

8

Currents

Marvin Bartel, 88 (Forest Hills
Mennonite), died March 14, 2015,
husband of Martha (Stoltzfus)
Bartel and son of the late David
Andrew and Marie F. (Dyck) Bartel.
Marilyn Hershberger, 84 (Forest
Hills Mennonite), died January
27, 2015, wife of the late Paul A.
Hershberger and dau. of Clyde and
Fannie (Sommers) Gerber.

Events, births, marriages, and deaths
from your congregation may be sent to the
address on the left column.

April 9, 2015
Delegate
Orientation for
MC USA Convention
Ervin Stutzman,
Executive Director of
MC USA is sharing
at the Lancaster
Mennonite Conference
offices in the evening.
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ACC Currents accepts
advertising from ACC
members and Anabaptistrelated organizations at
these rates:
2”x2” size = $50.00
3”x3” size = $75.00
4”x4” size = $100.00
Camera-ready artwork
should be sent to currents@
atlanticcoastconference.net
along with your name and
address so that an invoice
can be mailed.

Grab a Towel—
Lend a Hand
words and music written by
David Heineman, Conestoga Mennonite

1) Help our feet, to bring Good News
Where You send us, let our skills be used
To bless and care—
for all the people everywhere.
Chorus:
		 Grab a towel, lend a hand,
		 Help us, Lord, to understand
		 Each other—
		 As sisters and brothers.
2) Let there be peace—across the lands
Across the seas—use our own hands
In this hour—
by the Spirit’s own power.
(Chorus)
			
				
				
				
				

Bridge:
Jesus, we’re your body
Many members—here we are
May we reach across your world
And carry goodwill near and far.

3) May Your peace and justice thrive,
Let forgiveness come alive.
Let recon-cili-ation—
bring together the nations.
(Chorus: At end, add Today!!!!)

Conference
Related
Ministries

Eastern Mennonite Missions

Serving the nations in 34 countries in 2014

561 praying*
3,413 giving
195 going

136
33
20
8

1,030 supporting**
*561 People receiving Mission Intercessor,
EMM’s monthly prayer guide
**813 Missionary support team members
162 Representative Council members
43 Staff persons (25 full-time and 18 part-time)
12 Board members

Canada

United States

long-term workers
YES team workers
GO! participants
mission interns

Note: The numbers above total 197 because
two 2014 workers each served in two different
assignments.

Lithuania
The Netherlands
Wales
Germany
Czech Republic

Belize
Honduras

53 W. Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA
17538-0458

717 898-2251

Bulgaria
Albania

Hong Kong
Guatemala

Eastern
Mennonite
Missions

Thailand
Cambodia

Senegal
GuineaBissau

www.emm.org

Vietnam
Ghana
Kenya
Tanzania

Peru

Chile

South Africa

51,732

days of onthe-field mission service

10

countries unnamed
on map for security reasons

2

new mission locations —
Bosnia and France — explored

For stories and information about EMM’s work around the world, visit
emm.org or request EMM’s 2014 annual report at info@emm.org.
Contact Emily Gingrich at 717 898-2251 or emilyg@emm.org
for a free copy of the annual report.
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Conference
Related
Ministries
New
Person
Ministries
P. O. Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
610-777-2222
info@new
person.org
www.newpersonministries.org.

I say to
you
as long as
you
did it for
one of these,
the least
of my
brethren,
you
did it for me.
~ Jesus

Jordan Kauffman
(left) with Judge
Sprecher. Jordan is
the NPM Executive
Director.
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NPM residents and alumni gather together at a monthly breakfast to hear each other’s stories!

Transformation—New Person Ministries at Work
New Person Ministries

Sprecher of Reading,
“ The corrections field has idenauthor of Justice or Just
(NPM) has housed 376
tified that returning citizens with a
This?, to speak at the
men in the past ten years—
faith community is the best practice
March 10 fundraiser dinmen who needed a place
to
lower
recidivism.
Can
the
church
ner at Conestoga Menafter serving their prison
reclaim
its
voice
and
change
our
connonite. We were told
sentence. Currently, there
versation from right versus wrong to
that 25% of the world’s
are 13 men at NPM.
looking at others through grace-filled
prisoners are in the U.S.
In the past ten years,
eyes and ask, ‘How can I wash your
(U.S. has 5% of the world’s
only three NPM men
feet?’ Can we take a stand to model
population). From 1940
have returned to prison
treating others with love and grace
to 1980, the U.S. had
on new charges—a high
as Jesus modeled? When our words
7,000 inmates. Since 1980,
success rate because they
and
actions
stand
contrary
to
His,
there have been 94 million
are transformed men
it
is
time
to
reevaluate
the
adjectives
inmates. And, how sad that
returning to be reconciled
we speak and the verbs we live. What
85% of the persons stopped
with their families and
if we all viewed the church less like
and frisked in U.S. cities are
community.
a wellness center and more like a
black persons. DiscrimiFrom the over 60
hospital? A place where we all are in
nation and prejudice has
requests that arrive in the
some stage of recovery, but with the
grown rather than deNPM office each month,
knowledge that we are all working
creased in the past 50 years.
only five new men are
toward
one
goal:
being
made
whole.”
Jordan Kauffman
accepted each month as
			
~
Jordan
Kauffman
welcomes invitations from
others move on. Did you
ACC congregations to
know that the average cost
come and speak about God’s amazing work with
to care for a medium security prisoner is $30,000
men coming out of prison and needing menannually? NPM is saving the prison system over
tored and discipled. Contact Jordan via email at
$600,000 a year. Yes, it is God’s work!
jrkauff1@gmail.com or call 717-917-9498.
Each NPM resident pays $120 a week for a
bed, food, and spiritual guidance,
and assistance from a case manager
who helps find jobs and navigates the social services. The cost
is higher though (actually $170
per resident which requires an
additional $60,000 per year.
John Rush, the former
Executive Director, has recently
retired (although is still quite
involved) as Jordan Kauffman is
stepping in as Executive Director. Kauffman asked Judge Jeffrey

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . .
Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other
Christian organizations, a summer
camp program for youth, an outdoor
education program for public & Christian schools, a challenge ropes course,
and road scholar programs for seniors.
Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City
Mennonite churches, founded in
1969. Mission is to empower youth
to serve Christ in the city. Summer
children’s camps.
Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.ca2mphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this
camping and retreat ministry offers a
variety of overnight camps and yearround events for all ages where people
connect with God, nature,
and each other.
Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org
Eastern Mennonite
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports
almost 200 workers in 39 countries,
focusing particularly where the
church is weak or nonexistent.
Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466

Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship
has offered residential services,
training in daily living skills, and
social services.
Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages,
Apartments, Assisted Living,
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing
Households, Adult Day Services,
Garden Spot Village At Home,
Center for Health.
Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent
settlement of Mennonites in
America called “The Gateway
of American Mennonitism,”
through which most North
American Mennonites have
symbolically passed.
Harmonies Music
Ministry
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new
Christian music resources for the
church worldwide through
performance, resource development,
leadership training, and product
creation.
Kairos: School of
Spiritual Formation
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-669-2957
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org
Provides programs in spiritual
formation and spiritual direction
from September to May in
weekend retreats. Other
opportunities include day
retreats and experiential prayer
sessions in congregational
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org
Educates, inspires, and promotes the
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the
Mennonite expression of the Anabaptist tradition. Offers educational
programs and a library/archives,
bookstore, and museum.
Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at:
• Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
• Lancaster Campus, 6-12
• Locust Grove Campus, PreK-6
• New Danville Campus, PreK-5
Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families
by honoring and enriching them in a
Christ-like community. Residential
living, assisted living, healthcare,
rehab, adult day care services, special
care for persons with memory loss, athome care, and child day care.
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
info@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in
retreat services and innovative
programming.
Mennonite Home Communities
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org
A continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) providing
care to senior adults with a
tradition of care spaning 100 years.
Services include cottage and
apartment residences, assisted living, health care, and rehabilitative
therapies.

New Person Ministries
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and
provides community reentry services.
No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
blong@nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries, as an
expression of Christ’s love, provides
supportive caring services
experiencing significant mental illness and their families. This is done
through various support groups, a
Speakers’ Bureau, a Supported Living
Program, and Compeer Lancaster.
Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church that
includes a Mennonite Voluntary
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well
as housing for residents committed to
the mission of RHHP.
Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street,
PO Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrating 45 years of rebuilding lives
and community by teaching skills to
solve housing and financial problems.
Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
jswartz@telhai.org
www.telhai.org
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited,
nonprofit provider of services for senior
adults. For over 50 years, they have
provided health care, housing, and
services to enhance residents’ quality of
life in cottage and apartment residences,
personal care, Adult Day Services,
health care, and rehabilitative therapies.
The City School (formerly
Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.)
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://cityschool.org/
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12
interested in pursuring college.
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SPOTLIGHT

God at Work: Service Through Vocational Ministry

Spotlight: Katy Heinzel of Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Katy Heinzel
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Like many, Kathryn “Katy” Heinzel
finds personal meaning and purpose in going
to work and living out Christ’s call for us to
love one another in all ways.
A member at Community Mennonite
Church of Lancaster, Katy is currently
serving in a one-year chaplaincy fellowship as
the Clinical Pastoral Educator at Lancaster
General’s Ann B. Barshinger Cancer Institute.
As a chaplain, she primarily meets with
patients and their families to provide an
opportunity for sharing and processing their
difficult circumstances. This space allows
individuals to address deeper questions about
life, relationships, and spirituality and to
help people find a connection to something
beyond themselves, whether that be God,
their family, or their medical support team.
One thing that Katy has been surprised
by during her time at the cancer institute is

the tenacity with which we all hold on to
hope. She told the story of a man and wife
of 57 years who began his cancer treatment
with the hope of just a few more months
together. Through their conversations, Katy
was able to help them experience peace, to
reflect on the joys and sorrows of life, and to
find reconciliation with God and others.
“Working with those facing death, she
said, “can be very heartbreaking, and yet,
I think what surprised me, is how much
laughter and joy there also can be.”
				
~ Brook Musselman
Who in your congregation should
be featured as contributing a
valuable and noteworthy ministry
through his/her vocation?
Send names to Brook Musselman
at: atlanticcoastconference@gmail.com

