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Centered in Christ, Building Connections, Sharing God’s Love

Above: ACC’s newest ministers
welcomed at ACC’s fall assembly
by Warren Tyson and Jane Peifer,
left to right: Dale Detweiler
(Birch Grove), David Heineman
(Conestoga), and Katy Heinzel
(CMCL).

Highlights

3 Discerning God’s Will

Let There be Light
Let there be light—celebrating the glory

of God shining among us was a fitting theme
for ACC’s fall assembly in more
ways than one! The sun was shining
brightly as assembly goers gathered at
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church on a
clear, crisp autumn morning in October.
The sunlight, streaming through the
tall uncurtained windows of the church
sanctuary, created both a literal and
symbolic atmosphere of warmth and peace.
Worship in song and spoken word—
led by Blossom Hill worship and pastoral
teams—focused on light and prepared
delegates for the work of the day. The
usual reporting and accepting of minutes,
proposed budget and leadership slate were
kept to a minimum. Two agenda items were
not routine ones.
Pastor Dale Weaver from Sandy Hill
Community Church asked to have the

4 Annual Assembly
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Our Hope in
Humanity was Shaken

Delegates and pastors of different ACC congregations participating in meaningful communion.

congregation released from ACC. Time
and circumstances have brought that
congregation to the decision that it is
best for them to join AMEC (Alliance of
Mennonite Evangelical Congregations).
With sadness, the delegate body approved
the request. Merv Stoltzfus, conference
minister, led a prayer of blessing for
Sandy Hill Community Church.
After two years of discussion and
discernment at past assemblies, within
and among congregations and individuals,
ACC Executive Committee brought the
following recommendation to the floor:
that delegates accept Frazer Mennonite
Church as a full member congregation
of ACC. They gave nine observations
to substantiate their recommendation.
Delegates were reminded that the vote
was one of polity and not a statement of
human sexuality. An 88% affirmative vote
resulted.
The morning session ended with
the celebration of communion by
intinction—a new experience for some
but meaningful for all. The time of quiet
reflection helped to bring the light of
thanksgiving and understanding for the
worshipful work done thus far in the day.
In the afternoon, small groups gathered
around tables to share stories, hopes and
dreams for ACC. Conference minister
Warren Tyson ended the day with these
words: “Have we put God in a box and
thus limited His work among us? There
will be a Church. Will we be part of it?”
			 ~ Lois Whisler, Bethel Mennonite
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John Denlinger,
ACC Moderator

Reflecting Back and
Looking Forward
God IS GOOD! Atlantic Coast Conference

was formed in 1978, so we will turn 37 years
old this year. Much has happened since then
when Jimmy Carter was President and the
price of gas was about 65 cents per gallon.
During 2014, we experienced God at work
with us, and us at work with God. There have
been leadership changes, we have walked
through some difficult waters, we have
celebrated and lamented together. We have
agreed and disagreed, and most of the time we
have done that in love.
As we look ahead, one can only wonder what
changes we will see. What are our hopes and
dreams as individuals, as a local congregation, and
as Atlantic Coast Conference?
We have often heard quotes
like, “The only thing that doesn’t
change is change itself.” Or, “We
don’t know what the future holds,
but we do know who holds the
future.” ACC’s vision statement
of “Centered in Christ, Building
Connections, and Sharing God’s
Love,” continues to speak to who
and what we desire to be about.

street and around the world. We seek to be
communities of Grace, Joy and Peace that bring
healing and hope to others.
~ We seek to share God’s love with all creation.
As co-creators with God, we are called to learn
and share Light, Life, and Love together as we
live and move and have our being in this world.
We seek to lead and serve, to listen and be
shaped by God’s Spirit, and each other.
Opportunities for Prayer and Participation:
• Stewardship University at Lancaster
Mennonite School on March 7, 2015
• ACC Spring Assembly on April 18, 2015,
at Forest Hills Mennonite Church with
speaker Nelson Okanya
• Mennonite Church USA Convention in
Kansas City, “On the Way,” June 30-July 5
• Mennonite World Conference Youth Summit,
Messiah College, July 17-19, 2015
• Mennonite World Conference in Harrisburg,
“Walking With God,” July 21-26, 2015
• ACC Fall Assembly and Leadership Resource
Day on October 23-24, 2015
Together we can!

~ We seek to follow Christ
and his teachings about
relationships that are grounded
in Truth, Mercy, Justice, and
Peace. We seek to fulfill the
Great Commandment and the
Great Commission as part of
the Body of Christ.
~ We seek to build
connections with God
and our neighbors, our
families, workplaces, and
neighborhoods across the

A coffee house/talent show, variety of tournaments, worship, zipline,
frisbee competition, small group and mixer times, delicious food, plus
speaker Rachel Swartzendruber Miller from Hesston College provided
good memories for everyone at ACC’s 2014 Fall Youth Retreat.

www.atlanticcoastconference.net

ACC
RESOURCE
DAY

The one-day “Discerning God’s Will Together” seminar held before ACC’s fall asssembly included Jane
Peiffer lighting a candle before each devotional led by speaker Ruth Haley Barton.

Discerning God’s Will Together
Friday October 24, 2014, found a room
full of people waiting and anticipating Ruth
Haley Barton’s presentation on Discerning
God’s Will Together. She did not disappoint,
but instead engaged us with provocative
insights and ideas on the topic. 			
Barton’s presentation corresponds to
her book, Pursing God’s Will Together: A
Discernment Practice for Leadership Groups.
Broken into three segments: Discernment:
The Heart of Spiritual Leadership, Preparing
Leaders for Discernment, and Practicing
Discernment Together; Barton shared lots of
information using examples and experiences
from her own journey surrounding this
practice.
Concrete steps were provided on how
to walk through the discernment process as a
group, stressing the importance of preparation
both personally and corporately. Paramount to
leaders practicing discernment together is one’s
own time of silence and solitude before God
where personal transformation can take place.
She also spoke of the practice of
“preparing” the community for discernment.
Citing John 9, Barton helped us to see how
we tend to view things from our own point
of view rather as they really are. In addition
to keeping an open mind, there is a need for
the prayer of indifference. This is not a prayer
of apathy, rather a prayer of surrendering the
outcome of the process to the Spirit’s leading
versus one’s own personal desires.

As each person becomes more
mature in personal transformation, the
better the process of discerning together
as a group will work.
Throughout Barton’s presentations,
we were led in meaningful corporate
prayers: A Liturgy for Morning Prayer,
A Liturgy for Mid-Day Prayer, and
A Liturgy for Closing Prayer. Each
segment also included space for questions
and answers.
		
- Joyce Martin, Zion Mennonite

Most
people
do not see
things as
they are;
rather, they
see things
as they are.
- Richard Rohr

Sylvia Shirk (Manhattan Mennonite
Fellowship) received the 2014 Peace Mug
from the Peace and Justice Committee Chair
Barbara Beiler Mast at ACC’s fall assembly.
It was presented to Sylvia for her work with
Haitian refugees in New York City.
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Fall
AsSembly

“I affirm
the gift
that ACC
is in the
Mennonite
Church
USA.”
~ James Lapp

Assembly lunchtime provides a wonderful place and time to connect with each other.

The tone and character of the ACC 2014

Fall Assembly was positive with a healthy
sense of unity. In the church press, we hear
reports of fragmentation occurring in MC
USA. Here we heard an upbeat report from
MC USA Denominational Minister Nancy
Kauffman who declared God is doing good
things in MC USA. Her energy indicated that
even with the stresses and changes occurring,
God’s mission goes on in powerful ways.
The same mingled feelings were present
at the ACC gathering as well. We did
experience the loss of a congregation (Sandy
Hill Community Church) and the welcome of
another church (Frazer Mennonite). While this
brought both sadness and joy, our responses
were perhaps muted out of respect for those
who held contrary views regarding these
actions to release one church and welcome
another. Our leaders have a difficult role in
circumstances like these. They are leading well

and guiding us carefully and pastorally through
this season in the life of the church. Theirs is not
an easy task given the stresses and strains we face
as a church.
As a newcomer to ACC who will likely not
be again a delegate in this conference in light
of my interim role at Blossom Hill, I want to
affirm the gift that ACC is in the MC USA.
The history of this conference is unique and
not as long as in some neighboring conferences.
I see ACC as being less reactive and more able
to flex with the changes that are going on in our
larger church. That is a gift very much needed.
So I urge you to claim your voice as a
conference and offer your gift to MC USA
and to Christ’s church wherever it exists. Be
encouraged as a conference to know that at the
core, you are a healthy and strong conference
and the rest of the church needs your voice and
gifts in the larger body of Christ.
		 ~ James Lapp, Blossom Hill Mennonite

$$$

CURRENCY CORNER $ $ $

		 For the first four months of our
fiscal year, July 1 to October 31, 2014,
ACC’s expenses have exceeded income by
$8,672.96. Fortunately, we have sufficient
reserves set aside to cover this deficit.
However, if this trend continues, we may
need to make some reductions in our
expenses in order to bring our income and
expenses back into balance.
I know that during this time of year you
receive many requests for contributions,
but if you are planning to make some year
donations, please keep ACC on your list of
worthy organizations. Thank you.
		
- Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer
		
Forest Hills Mennonite

$

ACC-Mennonite Women sponsored “An Evening
with Jessica Crawford” at Neffsville Mennonite
Church on October 24, 2014. Jessica spoke and sang
on “Identity Security—Knowing Whose You Are
and Who Your Are!”
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Worldwide
Gathering

Are you Registered
to Attend Mennonite
World Conference?
According to Mennonite World
Conference (MWC) President, Danisa
Ndlovu, the MWC Assembly held in
Harrisburg, Pa., on July 21-26, 2015, serves
as a “window for U.S. churches to see outside
of themselves, to see the results of their
missions offerings, and to see the global
aspect of the church.”
Many of those from the worldwide
church, as well as our numerous local
immigrant
congregations,
need
our
partnership to attend the assembly in July.
MWC has developed a solution to overcome
the financial obstacle by offering a different
cost structure for international attendees
and a cost sharing plan for those from U.S.
immigrant congregations. This cost sharing
plan encourages an individual’s congregation

ACC Leadership Transitions
Wesley Boyer

Danisa Ndlovu, MWC President, with Brook
Musselman.
and area conference to contribute funds (26%)
in addition to a MWC subsidy (26%) and the
individual’s own share (48%).
Send an email to: registrations@mwc-cmm.
org to learn how your congregation can become
a partner by sending funds to MWC or how
persons receiving the subsidy should register.
Register to attend by going online at: www.
mwc-cmm.org/pennsylvania-2015.
		~ Brook Musselman, Conference Coordinator

David N. Heineman (Cheryl) was

licensed toward ordination on October 26, 2014,
at Conestoga Mennonite Church, Morgantown,
Pa. David serves as a chaplain with Crossroads
Hospice based in Plymouth Meeting, Pa.

(Lois) finished a 23month assignment on August 31, 2014, as
intentional interim pastor at Cedar Grove
Mennonite Church, Greencastle, Pa., a
former member church of the Atlantic
Coast Conference. Cedar Grove is now a
member church of the Franklin Mennonite
Conference.

(Liz) ended as youth director at Forest Hills Mennonite Church, Leola,
Pa., as of October 31, 2014. Jared took a position
serving as director of the Jubilee Ministry outreach in Reading City starting on November 1.

W. Dale Detweiler was ordained as

Bob Murr, pastor at Bethel Mennonite

pastor at the Birch Grove Mennonite
Church, Port Allegany, Pa., on September 7,
2014. Dale began serving as pastor of Birch
Grove in August 2012.

Confesor Linares (Miledys) resigned
as pastor at Primera Iglesia Menonita de
Brooklyn effective August 17, 2014.
Confesor provided pastoral leadership at
First Mennonite during the last four
years.

Jared Stoltzfus

Church, resigned as chair of the ACC Missions
Committee effective October 25, 2014.
Bob served as chair of the Missions Committee
since January 2010 and was a member of the
committee since January 2004.

Mennonite
World
Conference
The highest
number of
MWC
registrants
received last
month were
from the U.S.
The second
highest number
of registrants
were from India,
and the third
highest were
from Zimbabwe,
Africa!
There is space for
10,000
persons,
so don’t miss
attending this July
21-26, 2015,
MWC Assembly
in Harrisburg, Pa.

Sam Wanjau

, pastor of the African Community Church of Lancaster, was appointed by
the ACC Executive Committee to complete Bob
Murr’s term.
~ Warren Tyson, Executive Conference Minister
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News &
Notes

Everence is giving 42 scholarships ranging
from $750 to $2,000 to college students for
the 2015-2016 school year. The application
deadline is February 28, 2015. Visit
everence.com/college-scholarships for an
application.
MC USA Registrations for the

convention in Kansas City, on June 30-July
5, 2015, will open on Jan. 15, 2015. Register
online and catch up on all the latest in
convention news: convention.mennoniteusa.
org/kansas-city/

resource event
planned for April
19-22, 2015, is for
all youth workers
and pastors to
network and
examine the latest trends in youth ministry
in our church and world. Felipe Hinojosa
will present on how to talk with youth about
race and racism in the 21st century. Check:
resources.mennoniteusa.org/resource-center/

Stewardship University is scheduled

ACC congregations participating with

for Saturday, March 7, 2015. Learn more
about how generosity can impact your life,
along with other topics such as health and
fitness, coaching, missions, and financial
planning. Register online at: everence.com/
stewardship-university-2014/

Begin Anew is a 16-session series of
studies to make disciples in small groups
and congregations. Are there people in your
congregation or community who are new to
the Christian faith? Or who have been in
the church for a long time and would like to
grow in discipleship? También disponible en
Español. Check this out at: mennoniteusa.
org/what-we-do/leadership-development/
begin-anew/
“Understanding Anabaptist
Approaches to Scripture: What’s
Different and Why?” is a six-week

online course, taught by Loren Johns,
professor of New Testament at Anabaptist
Mennonite Biblical Seminary. The course is
taught at a seminary level but for no credit.
It is highly interactive, drawing on the
wisdom among students. The course runs
from Feb. 11-March 25, 2015. Learn more
at: www.ambs.edu/anabaptistshortcourses

ACC Quizzing will begin on Sunday,

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION

ACC • North West • Wayne County
West Liberty • Virginia
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Youth Ministry
Council 2015

January 18 at Lancaster Mennonite School.
Quizzing is on Mark and Acts 1-5! The
2015 ACC Tournament will take place at
LMS on March 15 beginning at 1:00 p.m.,
with the Invitational Tournament hosted
at West Liberty, Ohio, on March 20-22,
2015.

health coverage in MC USA’s Corinthian Plan:
Akron Mennonite Church
Ark Bible Chapel
Atlantic Coast Mennonite Conference
Birch Grove Mennonite Church
Community Mennonite Church
Forest Hills Mennonite Church
Frazer Mennonite Church
Hiwet Leget Church
Neffsville Mennonite Church
Zion Mennonite Church
ACC Congregations participating with Waived
health for all staff:
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church
Conestoga Mennonite Church
Mennonite Congregation of Boston
Ridgeview Mennonite Church
Congregations can participate in The
Corinthian Plan in the following ways:
~ Congregations participating with health
coverage—some or all staff have active
health coverage.
~ Congregations participating with waived
health for all staff—meaning they are
covered by their spouse.

Weekend Getaway at Camp Hebron

offers a variety of programming in the winter
months allowing you and your church group to
benefit from a weekend to connect with God,
nature, and each other. Enjoy great speakers,
outdoor/indoor activities, and much needed
rest and relaxation. Register online for the Jr.
High Retreat on Jan. 30-Feb. 1, 2015, or the
Women’s Retreat on Feb. 20-22, 2015. For
more information, visit www.camphebron.
org, call 717-896-3441, or email kendra@
camphebron.org.










 






























Bulletin cover for Blossom Hill Mennonite

“We

Learning
from
our past

Celebrates 80 Years






Blossom Hill
Mennonite

are well-loved children of God.”
So begins the description of Blossom Hill
Mennonite Church on the congregation’s web site.
This idea was chosen as a theme to build on for a
special event in November to celebrate the
congregation’s first 80 years together.
Throughout the past year (2014), the
congregation has been marking this milestone in
small ways, including hearing personal stories from
congregants representing each decade of the church’s
existence. As the congregation has learned and
relearned some of its stories throughout the year, it
has been reminded that Blossom Hill has been a place
for children—both those young in age and, more
broadly, children of God. It has been a place of
invitation and calling, a place of nurture and rest,
and a place of challenge and inspiration. These
themes continue to be important as is evidenced in
the current congregational covenant (http://www.
blossomhillmennonite.org/who-we-are/).
The Dillerville Mennonite Mission began in
1934 as an outreach of the East Chestnut Street
Mennonite Church (Lancaster, Pa.). In the early
1940s, the congregation was displaced by the
war-time expansion of Armstrong Industries and
moved to Stevens Street in Lancaster, and the
name was changed to North End Mennonite Church.

In 1971, the church moved into its
current building and in 1981 was
renamed Blossom Hill Mennonite
Church.
The Sunday School hour on
November 9 provided an opportunity
for persons to reflect on how their own
stories have intersected with that of the
congregation. Because Blossom Hill
is in a time of pastoral transition, the
anniversary allowed the congregation
to pause and reflect on God’s faithfulness and to consider what stories from
the past give hope for the future of the
church.
Sunday School was followed by the
morning worship service, which was a
wonderfully rich experience, including
singing from Church Hymnal and Life
Songs 2 and a flannel-graph story for the
children. Three guest speakers who were
formerly part of the congregation—
Dorothy (Wissler) Zehr, David Miron,
and Jane Hoober Peifer—shared about
how their lives have been impacted by
Blossom Hill, where they saw God at
work in the congregation, and a
challenge to the church for continued
faithfulness.
Following the service, everyone
enjoyed the fellowship meal and a brief
historical tour. Because so much of the
physical evidence of the congregation’s
history has been destroyed, planning a
tour of sites presented a real challenge.
Diligent research, however, provided
enough pieces of information that the
former locations of both North End
Mennonite Church and the Dillerville
Mission were identified.
~ Steve Ness
		
Blossom Hill Mennonite

Blossom Hill
Mennonite
Church
333 Delp Road,
Lancaster, PA
17601
office@
blossomhill
mennonite.org
717-569-5869

A CD titled
“History
Moments”
was recorded
during 2014
and is available
upon request
from:
office@
blossomhillmennonite.org.
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Connections
Forward
births, marriages,
and deaths to:
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543
currents@atlantic
coastconference.net

Events
& More
Contributions
to this page
may be sent to:

currents@atlantic
coastconference.
net

or

Currents Editor
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543

Births
Jeremiah Robert Hillegass was
born July 12, 2014, son of John
and Michelle Hillegass (Neffsville
Mennonite).
Kinston Jude Hoover was born
May 21, 2014, to Ryan and Britany
Hoover (Community Mennonite of
Lancaster).

Currents

Zoey Lynn Zimmerman was born
September 30, 2014, daughter of
Nate and Megan (Curley)
Zimmerman (Ridgeview Mennonite).

Marriages

Maya Lyn Iyengar was born
August 26, 2014, daughter of Raj
and Carmalena Stoltzfus Iyengar
(Community Mennonite of
Lancaster).

Alexander Lake (Community
Mennonite of Lancaster) married
Katie Childs on September 27, 2014.

Cora June Miller was born May 4,
2014, daughter of Adam and Darcy
Miller (Community Mennonite of
Lancaster).

Katie Lesher (Community
Mennonite of Lancaster) and Paul
Boyed (Community Mennonite of
Lancaster), married August 23, 2014.

Kate Umble (Community Mennonite
of Lancaster) and Hans Smucker
(Community Mennonite of
Lancaster), married September 20,
2014.

Deaths
Phebe Reed Bell, 92, (Conestoga
Mennonite) died October 22,
2014, dau. of David S. and Emma
(Stoltzfus) Yoder.
Philip B. Detweiler, 60,
(Community Mennonite of
Lancaster) died July 6, 2014, son
of Alvin Freed and Emma Kathryn
(Yoder) Detweiler.

Events, births, marriages, and deaths
from your congregation may be sent to the
address on the left column.
March 22, 2015
Beyond Ourselves
Benefit Concert
with LMS
Campus Chorale
James Street Mennonite
3:00 p.m.

717-291-0514
April 18, 2015
ACC Spring Assembly
Forest Hills Mennonite
Leola, Pa.
April 25, 2015
LMHS Family
History Conference
Lancaster Host Resort
Lancaster, Pa.
717-393-9745
June 30-July 5, 2015
MC USA Convention
Kansas City, Mo.
Registration opens on
January 15, 2015
wwww.convention.
mennoniteusa.org/
kansas-city
July 21-26, 2015
Mennonite World
Conference
Harrisburg, Pa.
www.mwc-cmm.org/
pennsylvania-2015
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Lyndon James Thomas was born
on October 2, 2014, son of John and
Thandi Book Thomas (Community
Mennonite of Lancaster).

Noah
Reminesces
At least
we didn’t have
to install fish tanks
and there was no decree
about bugs.
The tortoises were easy
but cheetahs—
that took a week.
Shem rigged up nets
to nab the birds.
The meat we stowed on board
to keep the lions quiet
stank within a week,
was full of worms
before the end.
But killing off
a pair of turtle doves
to celebrate—
My god!
~ Joseph Gacho
Community Mennonite
of Lancaster, and
cardiologist at
Penn State Hershey

Eve and the
		 First Apple
Golden Delicious
was the name
I gave.
Before Adam reached the core
he found a worm
bit in half.
We named it Death.
~ Joseph Gacho
Community Mennonite
ACC Currents accepts advertising
from ACC members and Anabaptistrelated organizations at these rates:
2”x2” size = $50.00
3”x3” size = $75.00
4”x4” size = $100.00
Camera-ready artwork should be sent
to currents@atlanticcoastconference.
net along with your name and address
so that an invoice can be mailed.

Child Protection Policy
Keeping

Beyond Ourselves Benefit Concert
Reaching Out Through Music

Four Lancaster County professional musicians called

Beyond Ourselves are teaming up with the Lancaster
Mennonite School (LMS) Campus Chorale to present
their eighth benefit concert Sunday, March 22, at 3:00
p.m. at James Street Mennonite Church, Lancaster.
The entire free will offering will go toward Mennonite Central Committee’s Global Family program that
helps provide a safe learning environment for children
traumatized by the ongoing conflict in Syria. The war
there has forced over nine million people to flee their
homes, and half of them are children.
The Beyond Ourselves professionals are: saxophonist Ryan Kauffman, violist Christy Heatwole
Kauffman, pianist Rosemary Siegrist Blessing, and
clarinetist Doris Hall-Gulati. The LMS Campus
Chorale, the high school’s select choir, is directed by
Marcella Hostetler.
The two groups will perform separately and then
combine for a piece arranged by composer Patrick Ressler,
a 2007 graduate of Lancaster Mennonite School.
For more information call 717-291-0514.
~ Fern Clemmer, Community Mennonite of Lancaster

children and youth safe from
abuse is one of the high profile concerns of
our time. One of the laws that significantly
impacts churches and moved us at Forest
Hills Mennonite to update our 2005 Child
Protection Policy was the new need for
clearances on all volunteers working with
children and youth every 36 months—a
Criminal Record Check and Child Abuse
History Clearance, as well as an FBI fingerprint check for people who have lived in
Pennsylvania less than 10 years.
Another new law requires all persons
working with children and youth to be
mandatory reporters of suspected child
abuse. Rather than reporting to the person
in charge of the organization, volunteers
and staff are legally obligated to report suspected child abuse directly to Childline (an
agency of the newly renamed Department
of Human Services). There is increased
responsibility for record keeping, both of
clearances and of any reported incidents.
~ Cheryl Hollinger, Associate Pastor
		 of Spiritual formation and Nurture,
		 Forest Hills Mennonite

MISSIONS
OUTREACH
Jesus said,
“Let the
little
children
come to me,”
and then
He blessed
them!

Tel Hai...your choice for
today and tomorrow.

Comforting

Live-at-Home services &
Feel-at-Home communities

Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543

717-569-3271
landiscommunities.org
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Conference
Related
Ministries
Garden
Spot
Village
433 S. Kinzer Ave.
New Holland, PA
17557
717-355-6000
www.
gardenspot
village.org

REFRESH:
COFFEE,
GIFTS,
ESSENTIALS
is open from
Mon.-Sat.
8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

HARVEST TABLE
is open daily
for lunch from
11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
and dinner from
4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

For more
information, visit:
www.gardenspot
village.org
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Garden Spot Village Enhances the Community Experience
New

Holland, Pennsylvania, is known as “the
garden spot.” Recent renovations at Garden
Spot Village in New Holland celebrate the
community’s blessings and bounty while
raising the dining experience to new culinary
heights.
Inspired by Lancaster County’s rural
heritage, natural materials and a palette of
earth tones create a warm, welcoming environment that reflects the community’s uniquely
engaging culture. The Village Square atrium
and surrounding spaces have been transformed, and Garden Spot Village has unveiled
an all-new retail venue and coffee shop called
Refresh: Coffee, Gifts, Essentials. Equally
inviting is The Harvest Table—an upscale,
farm-to-table casual eatery featuring live cooking stations, an open pizza oven, a chef ’s table,
a room within a room, leading-edge ordering
technologies and more.
“As stewards of the dining
experience, we understand the
dynamic nature of dining expectations and the need to provide
an environment where the dining
experience has the opportunity
to develop and evolve over time,”
says Steve Lindsey, chief executive
officer at Garden Spot Village.
To bring its innovative
vision to life, Garden Spot
Village partnered with RLPS
Architects to create a great food
space that is inviting, enjoyable,
and captivating. They combined
regional references like mortise-

and-tenon construction, a room within a room
that’s reminiscent of a corn crib and decorative details like canning jars with selectively
dropped ceilings and dramatic uplighting. The
results are stunning!
Garden Spot Village’s new executive chef
is Michael Pezzillo who has been a bright light
in the regional food scene from Atlantic City
to Philadelphia to Chester County, where he
was chef/owner of Café Mosaic.
“I’m a farm-to-table chef. I like looking at
what’s fresh and planning a menu from that,”
Pezzillo says. “I like using sustainable local
products, going to the farmer’s market to get
the ingredients. That’s what I love about Lancaster. We have access to all the local farms.”
The public is welcome to experience the
new Main Street at Garden Spot Village including The Harvest Table and all the Garden
Spot Village dining venues.

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . .
Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other
Christian organizations, a summer
camp program for youth, an outdoor
education program for public & Christian schools, a challenge ropes course,
and road scholar programs for seniors.
Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City
Mennonite churches, founded in
1969. Mission is to empower youth
to serve Christ in the city. Summer
children’s camps.
Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.ca2mphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this
camping and retreat ministry offers a
variety of overnight camps and yearround events for all ages where people
connect with God, nature,
and each other.
Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org
Eastern Mennonite
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports
almost 200 workers in 39 countries,
focusing particularly where the
church is weak or nonexistent.
Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466

Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship
has offered residential services,
training in daily living skills, and
social services.
Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages,
Apartments, Assisted Living,
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing
Households, Adult Day Services,
Garden Spot Village At Home,
Center for Health.
Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent
settlement of Mennonites in
America called “The Gateway
of American Mennonitism,”
through which most North
American Mennonites have
symbolically passed.
Harmonies Music
Ministry
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new
Christian music resources for the
church worldwide through
performance, resource development,
leadership training, and product
creation.
Kairos: School of
Spiritual Formation
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-669-2957
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org
Provides programs in spiritual
formation and spiritual direction
from September to May in
weekend retreats. Other
opportunities include day
retreats and experiential prayer
sessions in congregational
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org
Educates, inspires, and promotes the
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the
Mennonite expression of the Anabaptist tradition. Offers educational
programs and a library/archives,
bookstore, and museum.
Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at:
• Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
• Lancaster Campus, 6-12
• Locust Grove Campus, PreK-6
• New Danville Campus, PreK-5
Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families
by honoring and enriching them in a
Christ-like community. Residential
living, assisted living, healthcare,
rehab, adult day care services, special
care for persons with memory loss, athome care, and child day care.
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
info@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in
retreat services and innovative
programming.
Mennonite Home Communities
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org
A continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) providing
care to senior adults with a
tradition of care spaning 100 years.
Services include cottage and
apartment residences, assisted living, health care, and rehabilitative
therapies.

New Person Ministries
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and
provides community reentry services.
No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
blong@nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries, as an
expression of Christ’s love, provides
supportive caring services
experiencing significant mental illness and their families. This is done
through various support groups, a
Speakers’ Bureau, a Supported Living
Program, and Compeer Lancaster.
Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church that
includes a Mennonite Voluntary
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well
as housing for residents committed to
the mission of RHHP.
Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street,
PO Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrating 45 years of rebuilding lives
and community by teaching skills to
solve housing and financial problems.
Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
jswartz@telhai.org
www.telhai.org
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited,
nonprofit provider of services for senior
adults. For over 50 years, they have
provided health care, housing, and
services to enhance residents’ quality of
life in cottage and apartment residences,
personal care, Adult Day Services,
health care, and rehabilitative therapies.
The City School (formerly
Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.)
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://cityschool.org/
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12
interested in pursuring college.
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Worldview
ConnectionS
Right:
Dan Bergen,
MCC
Representative for
Palestine
and Israel,
gives a devotion
during a boat ride
on the
Sea of Galilee

ACC participants
of the recent
“Come and See”
Tour reunite at the
Annual Assembly
(left to right):
Julie Dunst, Sam
Walters, Brook
Musselman, and
Chad Martin.
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Our Hope in Humanity was Shaken

Our group of 12 pastors and leaders
from Atlantic Coast, Eastern District, and
Franconia Mennonite Conferences traveled
to the West Bank town of Bethlehem having
intellectually prepared ourselves by reading up
on the history and various perspectives of the
Israel-Palestine conflict. We were not prepared
for our encounter with the hard realities of life
in this country that would shake our hope in
humanity and reshape our worldview.
				 One day, we visited a shrinking
			
dusty Palestinian village that sat
			
in the shadow of a recently-built
			
Israeli settlement. Our guide
			
showed us the farm land that had
		
been confiscated from the villagers
		
for the use or disuse of the settlers.
			
We saw the pond where the village
			
children used to swim in the
summer heat before they were chased away by
armed settlers who came to the pond for their own
recreation. We passed the entrance to the village
where a checkpoint was often set up that made
access to the outside world incredibly difficult.
We heard the perspectives of Jews who are
hardened to the suffering they cause by decades
and centuries of fear, persecution, and constant
threat. They told us of the hope that Zionism,
the establishment of their homeland, gives, but
we were deeply frustrated to see the harm that
this project continues to cause nearly 70 years
after independence.
We also met Jews who love their country,
but cannot support the oppressive actions of
their government so they endure teargas, rubber
bullets, beatings, and arrests by the Israeli Army
to stand alongside those without power.
In our brief time touring both sides of

the dividing wall, we heard stories from the people
that were both encouraging and discouraging.
At times we felt like throwing up our hands and
admitting that there is no hope for justice or peace
in this place. Each of us felt frustration by the
discrimination, inhumanity, and senseless violence
inflicted upon the Palestinian people. We also felt
anger toward the international community and
especially our own government that acknowledges
these atrocities, but does not take action.
Contrary to the discouragement we so often
felt, we heard story after story showing the tenacity
of the Palestinian people and their hope for a future.
We were once guided by a Palestinian Christian
with ancestry tracing back to the earliest disciples
who works tirelessly, and daily risks imprisonment
to raise awareness and promote peace in the area.
Stories like this inspired us to come home and tell
the stories of those in need of a voice and to promote
shalom at home and abroad by encouraging all to
be peacemakers in our broken world.
						
~ Brook Musselman

A Palestinian guide gives a tour of the Church of the
Nativity in Bethlehem, which was built over Jesus’
believed birth place.

