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Centered in Christ, Building Connections, Sharing God’s Love

Above: Ridgeview Mennonite’s Worship Team leading us at ACC’s Fall Assembly.

Four new congregations (East Chestnut Street
Mennonite, New Holland Mennonite, North
Bronx Mennonite, and Pilgrims Mennonite) were

H i g hl i g h t s

welcomed at ACC’s Fall Assembly with new pastors
and ACC’s Conference Ministers on the stage and
attending church members on the floor.

Naming Fears; Claiming Family; Living Faithfully
The following is the concluding prayer shared by Nancy Kauffman,
MC USA Denominational Minister, at ACC’s Fall Assembly.
Continue to name your fears with absolute confidence
That the Holy Spirit will wrap around you and give you courage.
Continue to claim your family for you can find strength
In each other to be faithful.

7 Pastor’s Retreat

Continue to look at each other through the eyes of God and
Together embrace all that God has in store for you at ACC.
Continue to live faithfully, being true to your DNA in Christ
To be a bright light in this region and to the wider MC USA church and the world.
May blessings continue to flow over you!

8 Youth Retreat
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Drawing Others
to the Light
As we enter the year of 2017, we do so

with an increasing awareness of our need to
be restored, to find healing and hope. We
as the church, as God’s people, have been
called and empowered to be the light of the
world so that others around us are drawn to
the light of Jesus Christ which is in us, just
as the beautiful star of Bethlehem guided
the shepherds and the Magi to Christ.
May each of us be renewed in finding
our place in this restoration work that God
is already doing. Let us as churches in
ACC renew our mission to be light in our
local work places and neighborhoods across
the street and around the world.

Let us encourage one another by building each
other up and let us not grow weary but continue to work
for the good of all as we remain Centered in Christ,
while Building Connections and Sharing God’s Love
with all creation. Come, will of God; be done, will of
God here on earth (in 2017) just as it is in heaven.
- John Denlinger, ACC Moderator, Ridgeview Mennonite

2017 Bible
Quizzing is Here
Bible Quizzing Season for
2017 is on Galatians, Ephesians,
Colossians, Daniel 1-6, Ruth,
Judges 6-7 (Gideon), and Judges
13-16 (Samson).
2016
January 15, 6:30 p.m., on Galatians 1-5 at Petra
January 22, 6:30 p.m., on Galatians 6-Ephesians 4 at Landisville, Gehmans, and 		
		
Strasburg
January 29, 6:30 p.m., on Ephesians 5-Colossians 3 at Weaverland
February 5, 2:00 p.m., on Colossians 4 and Daniel 1:1-3:7 at Maple Grove, 		
		
Bowmansville, Timberline, and Elizabethtown
February 12, 6:30 p.m., on Daniel 3:8-Daniel 5 at Hinkletown and Middle Creek
February 19, 6:30 p.m., on Daniel 6 and Ruth at Petra
February 26, 6:30 p.m., on Judges 6, 7 and 13 at Calvary Monument and Slate Hill
March 5, 6:30 p.m., on Judges 14-16 at Weaverland
March 12, 1:00 p.m., review at the ACC Tournament at Lancaster Mennonite
March 17-19, Invitational Tournament at Lancaster Bible College, Lancaster, Pa.
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Learning
Experience

Nurturing the Spirit’s Presence in Anxious Times
“Each new generation hopes to improve

the world that has been handed to them.
That means they will naturally seek and
work for changes,” stated Ervin Stutzman
at ACC’s Leadership Resource Day on
October 21, 2016, at Ridgeview Mennonite.
Leaders were reminded that we desperately
need the Holy Spirit’s presence during anxious
times that come our way— both individually
and in our church family. Stutzman shared
personal stories and quotes, including the
following quote by John Maxwell: “There
are three ways people (including ourselves)
change. If they hurt enough, they have to; if
they learn enough, they want to; and if they
receive enough, they are able to.”
Four spiritual practices that should be
used during anxious times were shared:

1. Invocation—Calling on God.
2. Surrender—We are ultimately not in

control of our life, even though we are often
under the illusion we are in control. We need
to “surrender” and turn over our life to God.

3. Gratitude—Recounting the
blessings of God at work in our lives in
the past is an antidote to undue anxiety. It
prepares us to look for God at work in the
present and future.
4. Forgiveness—Releasing others

from the grip of our own judgement is the
best means by which to escape the anxietyproducing judgements of others.

Attendees at
ACC’s
Annual
Leadership
Resource Day
heard
Ervin Stutzman
share personal
stories and
reflections
emphasizing
that there is
no quick fix
for anxiety in
ourselves or
others.

Stutzman concluded by sharing the
following activites that assist him: physical
exercise, spiritual direction, worship,
journaling, retreat, and staying connected
with his family of origin.
~ Lois Ann Mast, Conestoga Mennonite
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Living
God’s
Mission

ACC Leadership Transitions
BEGINNINGS

Barry Kreider (Erika) was approved for a transfer

of credentials from Lancaster Mennonite Conference
to ACC in October for his role as pastor of Pilgrims
Mennonite Church in Akron, Pa. Pilgrims formally
joined ACC in October.

As the
servants of
Christ, doing
the will of God
from the heart;
with good will
doing service,
as to the Lord,
and not to men:
Knowing that
whatsoever good
thing any man
doeth, the same
shall he receive
of the Lord,
whether he be
bond or free.
Ephesians 6:7-8

Ruth Yoder Wenger (David) was approved for

Ordination in October for her role as pastor of North
Bronx Mennonite Church in Bronx, New York.
North Bronx formally joined ACC in October.

Valentina Satvedi Laydon (Thomas) was approved
for a transfer of credentials from Lancaster Mennonite
Conference to ACC in October for her various
ministry roles. She is a member of East Chestnut
Mennonite Church, and currently works with Pax
Christi (Australia), Pace e Bene (Australia) and
Christian Peacemaker Teams (Oceania).
Keith Espenshade (Linda) was approved for a

transfer of credentials from Lancaster Mennonite
Conference to ACC in October for his role as
Director of CPE at Lancaster General Hospital.
Keith is a member of East Chestnut Street
Mennonite Church.

Miriam Cruz ( Jesus) was approved for a License
for Specific Ministry in October for her chaplaincy
role at Mennonite Home Communities. Miriam is a
member of East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church.
Dorcas Lehman (Glenn) was approved for a

License Toward Ordination in October for her
continuing pastoral ministry. Dorcas has been a
minister and staff member for Lancaster Mennonite
Conference and recently completed an interim
pastoral role at Taftsville Chapel Mennonite Church
in Taftsville, Vermont. Dorcas attends Neffsville
Mennonite Church.

Todd Friesen (Dennette) was approved for a

trans-fer of credentials from Lancaster Mennonite
Conference to ACC in October for his role as lead
pastor of East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church.
East Chestnut Street formally joined ACC in October.

Samantha Lioi was approved for a transfer of
credentials from Franconia Mennonite Conference
to ACC in October for her role as associate pastor
of East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church. East
Chestnut Street formally joined ACC in October.
Rachel Nolt (Steve) was approved for a transfer
of credentials from Central District Mennonite
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Some of the new ACC leaders welcomed at the Fall ACC
Assembly (front row, left to right): Bob Martin (retired,
New Holland), Ruth Yoder Wenger (North Bronx), Nan
Kanagy (Hope Community), Elizabeth Soto Albrect (Laurel
Street), and Liliana Potes (First Mennonite). Second Row:
Dorcas Lehman (Neffsville). Third Row: Gary Lloyd (Oley
Valley), Kevin Kanagy (Hope Community), Joanne Dietzel
(Ridgeview), Dawn Ranck Hower (New Holland), and
Todd Friesen (East Chestnut Street).

Conference to ACC in October for her role as
lead pastor of Akron Mennonite Church. She was
previously pastor at Silverwood Mennonite Church
in Goshen, Indiana.

Dan Kemper (Michelle) was approved for a License
Toward Ordination in October for his role as pastor
at Crossway Church, Ocean City, Maryland.
Ron and Judy Zook were approved for a
transfer of credentials from Lancaster Mennonite
Conference to ACC in December for their role as
co-pastors of Laurel Street Mennonite Church in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Laurel Street has decided
to pursue membership with ACC.
Cal Yoder (Lorie) was approved for the transfer
of his retired credential from Lancaster Mennonite
Conference to ACC in December. Cal is a member
of East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church, which
formally joined ACC in October, and is the former
pastor of Forest Hills Mennonite Church
Ernie Hess (Lois) was approved for the transfer
of his retired credential from Lancaster Mennonite
Conference to ACC in December. Ernie is a member
of East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church, which
formally joined ACC in October.
ENDINGS

Mark Perri’s (Annabelle) ordination was

withdrawn in October when his congregation,
Immanuel Community Church in Flushing, New
York, formally left ACC.
Nelson Yoder (Patricia) ended his role as Associate
Pastor at Ridgeviesw on April 3 after 13 years. He
continues in his role as Mental Health Therapist
with Philhaven.
~Brook Musselman, Conference Coordinator

Investing in
People at
Church
problem is that Berkey has everything
that my home church has, except the
people.
I have attended Ridgeview Mennonite Church since I was about 10 years
old. Although my congregation has not
known me since I was a baby, they’ve seen
me grow from a chunky little kid into a
young woman. And my church has helped
raise me, maybe not from infancy, but
they have helped me become the young
woman I am today.
What I am trying to say is that my
congregation has become my community,
and that is something that will take time
to develop with Berkey Mennonite. Berkey
doesn’t have Loretta or Carol or Mick or
Vaunda, or any of the other people from
Ridgeview Mennonite who have invested
Ridgeview Mennonite
wholeheartedly in me, and that is why I am
Church
struggling to attend.
Credit: Joyce Shirk.
So much of why I attend church is
the people. I love talking with people
before and after the service. I love visiting
while on breaks from school, because I can finally
I first arrived at Goshen College, I
catch up with people who genuinely care about me.
visited a handful of churches. Some were
The congregation at Ridgeview Mennonite
Mennonite, others were most definitely not.
has done it right. They have given me a home.
Finally, after a few Sundays, I settled on
They have given me a place to return to, where I
Berkey Avenue Mennonite Church. Berkey
know I will be met with people who love me, and
is small, but not too small, and they read
I love them.
Scripture on a weekly basis instead of relying
So, reach out to the young people in your
on solely anecdotes for sermons. I’m reminded
congregation. Show them that you care. Take
of my home church, Ridgeview Mennonite,
them to breakfast, pay for their meal, attend
when I attend Berkey. The bulletins look the
their theater production, or other activities.
same, the songs are the same. Sunday mornings
I don’t know about the young people in your
in Goshen remind me of home, and of my
congregation, but I have appreciated everything
home congregation.
my congregation has done for me, and all-in-all, it
However, within the past few weeks, my
has made me want to go to church even more so
attendance at Berkey Mennonite has been
than before.
slipping. Some might think it’s laziness (and
And now, it is time for me to start investing
I’m not going to lie, that does play a role), but
myself
into the community of Berkey Avenue
I think it goes deeper than that. I feel as if I
Mennonite, just like my congregation has shown me.
belong at Berkey Mennonite—they do a great
~Abigail King, Ridgeview Mennonite
job of reaching out to college students. But my

When

POINT
OF YOUTH

Abigail King
is a freshman
at Goshen
College in
Goshen,
Indiana, and
is a member
of Ridgeview
Mennonite
Church.
She serves
on the
Youth Planning
Committee for
Mennonite
Convention
2017.
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News &
Notes

ACC Chaplains (right)

enjoy bimonthly gatherings.
The group meets for breakfast
on a Saturday morning as
different persons in the group
host the event. This gathering
was in the home of Susan
Godshall.

“Digging for Treasure” in Jesus’ parables
is the new MennoMedia 2017 Bible school
curriculum. The parables of Jesus contain rich
hidden gems providing tools for children to find
treasures of God’s kingdom: the sower and the
seed, the lost sheep and lost coin, the mustard
seed, plus. Through drama, worship, creative
activities, and song, children will find the spiritual
wealth in these ever-new stories from Jesus.
Everence scholarship applications are due

this month for the 2017-2018 academic year.
Students (or a parent) who have owned or used
an Everence product since Sept. 1, 2016, are
eligible to apply. Check: everence.com/collegescholarships

Nickels For Neighbors

News, notes, and
announcements
may be sent to
Currents editor:
currents@
atlanticcoast
conference.net

collected $2,440.59 in loose
change and small bills as part of
ACC’s Missions Committee’s 2017
project. This money has been sent
to the New York City Immigration
Program to assist vulnerable
immigrant children who have had to
flee their homes in Central America
due to a recent wave of death threats
and gang violence. The project
provides legal support and referral services to
benefit children and families seeking asylum in
the U.S. The project also helps communities
find solutions that will keep families together
when immigration raids and deportation orders
threaten to separate children from their parents.
The Missions Committee is now accepting
applications for the 2017 N4N grant recipient.
The guidelines and application can be found
on the ACC Documents section of the website.
Applications should be received by February 24,
2017.

Mennonite Health Assembly and
Mennonite Education Agency Education
Leaders Gathering will meet on March 9-12,
2017, in Jacksonville, Florida. The theme is
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“Beyond Buried Treasure.” Keynote speakers for
the event include: Dr. Susan Schultz Huxman
who recently accepted the position of president
of Eastern Mennonite University; Rev. Dr. Debora
Jackson, executive director of the Ministers
Council of American Baptist Churches, USA; and
Dr. Drew Hart, author and professor of theology
at Messiah College in Pennsylvania. For more
information about this 2017 joint conference, visit
mhaelgconference.wordpress.com.

World War I artifacts, letters, photos and

documents that tell the story of conscientious
objectors during World War I are needed as
a donation or long-term loan at Kauffman
Museum, Bethel College. These items will be
developed into a traveling exhibit to coincide
with the centennial in 2017. To learn more,
contact museum director Annette LeZotte at
alezotte@bethelks.edu or 316-283-1612.
$$$

CURRENCY CORNER $ $ $

I am writing this report in the beginning
of December as we enter the season of Advent
and look forward with anticipation to celebrate
the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. I can honestly say that God has been
good to me and I have much to be thankful for.
As treasurer of ACC, I am constantly
reminded of the generosity of individuals
and congregations within our conference.
Your faithful giving allows ACC to carry out
it’s mission of being centered in Christ and
building connections and sharing God’s love in
our congregations and communities.
November 30 marks the five-month point of
our fiscal year. Expenses have exceeded income
by about $15,000.00. This leaves our general
fund balance fairly low, about $13,000.00, but
I have faith that our congregations will provide
the financial support we need to continue our
work. If you feel God has blessed you this past
year, please consider making a donation to our
conference. Thank you.

$

			

- Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer

Living as a Faith Community
At October’s Annual Assembly, the theme

of Naming Fears, Claiming Family, and Living
Faithfully guided the day’s schedule and
interactions. In various ways, we heard from
our fellow conference members—individuals,
congregations, and conference related
ministries—of the importance of living as a
faith community together, exploring how faith
impacts our fears, and how we live our own
callings faithfully.
This theme ran through the entirety of the
day: pastors were encouraged to share on this
theme in their annual reports; Mick Sommers,
pastor of host congregation, Ridgeview, shared
personally about this theme in his opening
reflection; delegates shared their thoughts on
it in table discussions; and leaders from three
conference related ministries—New Person
Ministries, Eastern Mennonite Missions, and
Camp Deerpark—shared a reflection on the
theme from their organizational context. In
each setting, we heard a variation of the same
response: that faith and a community of faithful
are essential to fully living out our callings at
whatever level that may be.
During the morning’s business session,
we honored Immanuel Community Church
in Flushing, N.Y., which chose to leave ACC.

Their long history with ACC as very active and
involved members has been much appreciated.
We also celebrated and welcomed four
new congregations: New Holland Mennonite
Church, North Bronx Mennonite Church,
Pilgrims Mennonite Church, and East
Chestnut Street Mennonite Church. Before a
vote to receive them, representatives from each
gave a brief presentation on who they were and
about their process toward the decision to leave
Lancaster Conference to join ACC.
Delegates also affirmed new conference
leaders: Jon Carlson (Forest Hills) as Executive
Committee Assistant Moderator; Brenda
Martin Hurst (Frazer) and Kevin Ressler
(Community) as Executive Committee
members-at-large; Larry McJunkin (Forest
Hills) as Finance Committee chair for a second
term; and Larry Massanari (Frazer) and
Julia Dunst (Zion) as members of the Gifts
Discernment Committee.
Thank you to all the volunteers and to the
Ridgeview congregation for hosting and making
the day a wonderful time of reconnecting,
celebrating, and worshipping together. The
2017 Spring Assembly will be held on April 22
at Bethel Mennonite Church in Gettysburg.
					
~ Brook Musselman

ACC
At Work
We
learned the
importance of
living
as a faith
community
together,
exploring
how faith
impacts
our fears,
and how
we live
our own
callings
faithfully.

Pastors Retreat
In September 2016, pastors and spouses

from ACC congregations were treated to a
day in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, sponsored
by Everence and a grant from the Lilly
Foundation. This Lilly Foundation grant
that sponsored the day’s events is intended
for pastoral leadership development and
is used to 1) fund matching grants to help
pastors, and 2) provide financial education
to pastors. To better educate pastors on
financial matters, Everence and Lilly are
providing deeply discounted financial
planning and review services to pastors
as well as educational trips, such as this
one to Baltimore. A second educational
trip will be planned for ACC pastors who
were unable to attend the first trip.

ACC pastor couples enjoyed a lunch cruise on the harbor,
their choice of a pass to the Baltimore Aquarium, Historic
Baltimore Ships, or a Segway tour of the city, and a dinner
together at Phillips Seafood on the waterfront.

Currents
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YOUTH
RETREAT
“Youth better
understood
each other and
the conflict
rather than
discuss the
pros and cons
of the actual
issues.”

The

2016 Fall Youth Retreat took
place September 16-18 at Refreshing
Mountain Camp in Stevens, Pa.,
where 75 youth and advisors spend
the weekend playing, worshipping,
and learning together.
Youth slept in bunk houses,
enjoyed the zipline, volleyball
tournament, late night campfires, art
wall, and gym times, and once again
were defeated by the advisors in
ultimate Frisbee.
Ryan and Emily Ralph Servant
were the featured speakers for the
weekend, and shared on the theme of
UNITY. They taught that members

LandisCommunities.org

Event
Save
this
date.
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Saturday, April 22, 2017
ACC Spring Assembly
Bethel Mennonite Church
Gettysburg, Pa.

of the body of Christ do not need to all think and
act the same way to be the body, but that it should
instead embrace the unique identities of each part
because each is made in God’s image. They used the
example of Jesus’ disciples, who had vastly different
personalities, backgrounds, and beliefs, but were
brought into unity under Jesus’ teaching and during
the events of Pentecost.
The Servants also shared that being different
inevitably leads to conflict, and gave some practical
tools to work through disagreements:
    • Find a common identity
    • Listen, get to know others
    • Refuse to accept false identities or labels
    • Understand triggers to conflict
    • Be flexible
    • Keep trying, don’t let them go
They closed the weekend
by polling youth about what
real conflicts they are aware
of and affected by in their
congregations. Four conflicts
were widely named: music in
the church, politics, women in
ministry, and LGBTQ
inclusion.
In small groups, youth
were encouraged to discuss
each of these contentious issues
using the tools previously taught.
In most groups, youth were able
to use the opportunity to better
understand each other and the conflict rather than
to discuss the pros and cons of the actual issues. The
Servants asked each person to use these tools in their
own congregations.
The 2017 Fall youth retreat will be held at
Refreshing Mountain, September 15-17. The Youth
Committee is always looking for new youth and
adult members, so if you’d like to help put together
an amazing weekend for ACC youth, contact the
conference office.

Conference
Related
Ministries

It

is exciting to be the newest Atlantic
Coast Conference CRM. New Holland Early
Learning Center, a drop-in day care, was
founded in 1981 as a ministry of the New
Holland Mennonite Church to families in
our community. Today, New Holland Early
Learning Center provides care, a nurturing
environment, and a Christian education for
children from six weeks of age through sixth
grade. We have a preschool for children ages
three to five, and also provide kindergarten.
Our team is highly dedicated to providing
a nurturing, Christ-centered environment that
meaningfully impacts the children’s intellectual,
emotional, social and spiritual growth.
We value play; play is the way that children
learn to interact with other children. They learn
to recognize letters, numbers and colors and as
they grow older, they develop emotional and
social skills such as cooperation, problem solving
and teamwork.
We believe in creating an inclusive,
enriching environment that involves teaching
awareness, tolerance and a non-judgmental

www.blackrockretreat.com

attitude. It is a teacher’s role to set the tone
of respect for diversity. NHELC celebrates
and welcomes families from all ethnicities,
cultures, beliefs, and social and economic
backgrounds, along with special needs.
Our Center serves a diverse community
of children: 59% are Caucasian, 12% are
Black, 19% are Hispanic, and 11% are Asian.
We currently have 93 children enrolled in the
center, and 20% of these children receive Child
Care Subsidy with 45% in the free or reduced
lunch category. In order to meet these needs, we
fundraise 15% of our annual budget that is not
covered by tuition or other grants.
We are hopeful that the families we
serve will be strengthened as the values of
compassion, trust, acceptance of diversity, and
a youthful understanding of God’s love are
instilled into each child’s learning experience.
Peggy Jackson, former director states it
so eloquently. “There are so many staff, church
members, parents, and friends who are working,
volunteering and serving to keep the Center
running. The staff watches as the babies learn
to roll over, sit up, take their first steps, and
hear them say their first words. They also give
out many hugs, kisses, popsicles, and band aids.
The church “Grandparents” read stories, pick up
food, sing with the children, pick up milk, fix
the playground, and paint.
The children are the winners in all this as
they learn about Jesus through stories, songs,
and Bible verses. For many of them, this may be
their only chance to learn about the Bible. This
is a safe place for them to come and see the same
familiar faces and know that they are loved.”
This year the Center celebrates its 35th
Anniversary and we are praying for many more
to come.
~ Wanda G. Coleman, Director

New
Holland
Early
Learning
Center
18 Western Ave.
New Holland, PA
17557
717-354-4440
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Conference
Related
Ministries
Tel
Hai
Retirement
Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle
P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA
19344

610-273-9333
info@telhai.org
www.telhai.org

Tel Hai Retirement
Community Appoints
New President/CEO:
J. David Shenk
Tel Hai Retirement Community has

named J. David Shenk as President and Chief
Executive Officer. He has direct administrative
responsibility for the overall operations of Tel
Hai facilities including Tel Hai Services, Inc.,
and its subsidiaries.
Shenk, of Telford, was previously the
Executive Director of Souderton Mennonite
Homes and Dock Meadows (Souderton,
Pa.). He also previously served in executive
leadership positions at Mennonite Home
Communities (Lancaster, Pa.) and Landis
Homes Retirement Community (Lititz, Pa.)
Shenk holds a bachelor’s degree in
sociology from Eastern Mennonite University
and a master’s in public administration from
Pennsylvania State University.
Founded in 1956, Tel Hai Retirement
Community is a non-profit, 501(c)3 Life
Plan Community (formerly a continuing care
retirement community) located in the rolling
countryside of Chester County in Honey
Brook Township.

J. David Shenk
Tel Hai offers the full-continuum
of aging services including residential
living, personal care, health care, adult day
services, home care services and therapy
services. They are dedicated to providing
high quality care and services to enhance
personal dignity, autonomy and lifelong
enrichment as a demonstration of Christ’s
love for all persons, including more than
850 residents and 500 team memers.
Tel Hai is nationally accredited by the
independent Commission on Accreditation
of Rehabilitation Facilities-Continuing
Care Accreditation Commission (CARFCCAC.)
		

~ Jolene Weaver
Director of Communications

Tel Hai Retirement Community Executive Team (left to right): Teresa Long, Dave Shenk,
Bruce Hartshorne, and Sue Verdegem.
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ACC Conference Related Ministries . . .
Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other
Christian organizations, summer camp
program for youth, outdoor ed. program
for schools, challenge ropes course, road
scholar programs for seniors.
Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
Ministry of the New York City
Mennonite churches, founded in 1969;
with mission to empower youth to serve
in the city. Summer children’s camps.
Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.camphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this camping and retreat ministry offers a variety
of overnight camps and year-round
events for all ages where people connect
with God, nature, and each other.
Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org
Eastern Mennonite Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd., P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports almost
200 workers in 39 countries, focusing
particularly where the church is weak
or nonexistent.
Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466
Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
Non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental
disabilities. Offered residential services,

training in daily living skills, and
social services since 1972.
Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, Apartments, Assisted Living, Memory
Support, Skilled Nursing Households,
Adult Day Services, Garden Spot
Village At Home, Center for Health.
Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent settlement of Mennonites in America
called “The Gateway of American
Mennonitism,” through which most
North American Mennonites have
symbolically passed.
Harmonies Music Ministry
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new Christian
music resources for the church worldwide through performance, resource
development, leadership training, and
product creation.
Kairos: School of
Spiritual Formation
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-669-2957
office@KAIROSjourney.org
www.kairosjourney.org
Programs in spiritual formation and
spiritual direction from September to
May in weekend retreats. Other
opportunities include day
retreats and experiential prayer
sessions in congregational settings.
Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org
Educates, inspires, and promotes the
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the
Mennonite expression of Anabaptist
tradition. Offers educational library/
archives, bookstore, and museum.

Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-299-0436
Fax: 717-509-4088
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at:
• Hershey Campus, K-12
• Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
• Lancaster Campus, 6-12
• Locust Grove Campus, PreK-6
• New Danville Campus, PreK-5
Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-381-3500
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Following God’s call to creatively serve
the diverse needs and interests of older
adults by developing opportunities and
collaborative relationships.
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
info@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in
retreat services and innovative
programming.
Mennonite Home Communities
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org
Continuing care retirement community
providing care to seniors for 100 years.
Cottage and apartment residences,
assisted living, health care, and
rehabilitative therapies.
New Holland Early
Learning Center
18 Western Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-354-4440
wcoleman@nhelc.org
www.creatingcommunityforkids.com
Creating community for kids.
New Person Ministries
P.O. Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and
provides community reentry services.
No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891

office@nlam.org
Inspired by Christ’s love, NLAM provides professional services that build
hope and empower individuals and
families experiencing mental illness.
Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church that
includes a BrethrenVoluntary Service
unit, Asylum Seekers Housing
Network, New Lens, as well as
housing for residents committed to
the mission of RHHP..
Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street, P.O. Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrates 45 years of rebuilding lives
and community by teaching skills to
solve housing and financial problems.
Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
info@telhai.org
www.telhai.org
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited, nonprofit provider of services for seniors.
For over 60 years, they have provided
health care, housing, and services to
enhance residents’ quality of life in
cottage and apartment residences,
personal care, Adult Day Services,
health care, and rehabilitative therapies.
The City School (formerly
Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.)
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
kwieder@cityschool.org
http://cityschool.org/
The City School’s mission is to train
students’ minds, disciple their hearts
and bring light to the city—one
child at a time. Since 1978, our
commitment to this mission has guided
us as we prepare students to thrive in
school, in college, at home and in all of
life. Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12.
The Shalom Project
P.O. Box 1132
Lancaster, PA 17608
Phone: 267-222-0730
nathan@shalomlancaster.org
A one-year voluntary service program
for college grads living together in an
intentional community house, serving
full-time professional internships,
experiencing God’s shalom (wholeness,
peace, well-being) and extending shalom
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Allow me to introduce myself . . . I’m Emily . . . a child of God . . . and now that we’re properly acquainted,
Let’s talk about how us humans tend to make what’s simple, complicated.
So if you’re human like me and struggle with this issue . . . it’s your lucky day.
I have a product I can sell you that takes the problem right away.

Emily Herr

Now before any of you start to flip tables or begin to get skeptical,
The selling I’m doing is merely figurative, and the product is “perspectacles.”
They’re just like any other glasses, but are prescribed with perspective.
I’ll warn you, they might feel funny at first because they are bifocals, and their lenses are corrective.
What makes these glasses so special is that they change your point of view,
They help you to see God more clearly, and take some focus off of you.

The ACC women
gathered on Oct.
21 for laughter and
fellowship as Frances
and Helen Miller
(East
Chestnut
Street Mennonite)
used song and poetry
to illustrate our
“Seasons of Life”:
Spring (childhood)
Summer (adolescence)
Fall (adulthood)
Winter (aging years)

Their mix of humor
and depth made for
a fun evening as we
reflected on our own
journeys and the
joys and challenges
that came with each
one.
We were also privileged to have Emily
Herr, a high school
senior, recite a poem
based on Psalm 139
that she wrote for
this event.
~ Laura Bomberger,
Mount Joy Mennonite
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“WHY WOULD ANYONE WANT THOSE!?” is what most of you are thinking,
You’re just lucky I’m wearing mine . . . so I can see that God is winking . . .
He’s winking because He knows that I know that you don’t know what you’re seeing
Is shaded by darkness that keeps you and grace from meeting.
These perspectacles help you to see that you are never out of God’s sight,
No matter the circumstances because even in darkness He sees light.
Regardless of what you’ve done or how others have treated you . . . He loves you the same.
He has searched the depths of your heart, and knows it was made in His name.
He sees how wondrous you are, both in body and in soul, and admires His creation,
And with just a dose of His perspective we can join in on the celebration.
However . . . there is a catch . . . collateral if you will . . . or the cost to erase
Our humanlike mindset . . . we must pay in his currency . . . it’s what we like to call grace.
Once we see like He does, familiar with everyones’ nights and days,
It will be impossible to ignore the fact that His spirit is being portrayed
Through them just as much as it is through you . . . maybe just in more complicated ways.
And to be honest . . . the ways are very simple . . . just not enough for me and you.
Even with 20-20 vision, we can’t begin to comprehend what God has made true.
We can’t see that no matter how bitter the winter or just how rainy is the spring,
Every season serves its purpose . . . oh yea . . . and one more thing . . .
Sometimes it’s hard to see God’s love that can never be taken away . . .
That no thought, no action, nobody can change His grace for you . . . but if that’s still a bit blurry, it’s okay.
All you need to know is that behind your blurry . . . God sees it all quite clear.
We are all His precious, significant children, who serve a purpose being here.
~ by Emily Herr, Neffsville Mennonite

