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program continues to run thanks to the
recent Nickels for Neighbors Grant. With
this generous grant, we were able to keep our
program running for the much-deserving
students of Fulton Elementary School,
kindergarten through 5th grade. This
academic school year has been filled with
exciting changes and challenges.
At the opening of this year, we had seven
students return to the program from the
previous year. Some students had moved on
to middle school while others moved out of
the area, so we were left with a small core
group. Since our numbers were a lot lower
than we had anticipated, we began brainstorming ways to increase our numbers. With
the help of the school, we were able to send
letters about MOOS to every family. After
several weeks, we had piles of return letters
expressing interest in the program.
Now I’m happy to announce that our enrollment number is up to 17 STUDENTS!!!!
We have definitely reached our maximum
capacity, which is now a new challenge in finding more volunteers. Just like God answered
our prayers about recruiting more students

for MOOS, He has also provided us with new
volunteers willing to help out during the early
morning hours. God is truly good.
Another fun activity is listening to recordings of various poets and lyricists on a weekly
basis followed by a group discussion. The
goal is to teach students about the root of hip
hop and their culture today. The beginning of
March marks another exciting time of year, Dr.
Seuss’s birthday! During this time we will read
some of the classic Dr. Seuss books and top
off the week with a special, tasty treat of Green
Eggs and Ham!
Again we to say “thanks” to the ACC congregations involved in collecting money for the
Nickels for Neighbors Grant. On behalf of all
the MOOS students,
the volunteers, and
the board, THANK
YOU. Blessings as you
continue to lift us up
in prayer.
- Amber Thomas,
MOOS Program
Director and member
of Grace Ubuntu
Fellowship
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Observing

the dynamics taking place
among some Christian churches reminds me
of a story.
There once was an elderly Mennonite
deacon who, having served many years,
heard lots of personal stories of hardships
and conflicts. Being agreeable and nonconfrontational in manner, after listening to
a person’s side of the story, he would pause,
stroke his chin, and respond with, “You know,
you’re right”. Deacon Ben after listening to
the account of an opposing member, would
reflect, stroke his chin, and also respond
with, “You know, you’re right”. His wife upon
hearing Ben’s agreeable responses to both
sides of the story, challenged her deacon
husband that they can’t both be right. Ben
after giving long and careful thought to the
apparent contradiction, stroked his chin, and
said, “You know, you’re right.”
Could it be that the deacon’s dilemma
was that he recognized an element of truth in
each person’s account, while neither had the
full truth? Determining who was right and
who was wrong was of no concern in Ben’s
ability to reconcile conflicts. He could, however,
understand and live with portions of the truths.
We may have a somewhat similar
situation in the church. There are
congregations that have left MCUSA and
ACC over the years and continue to do so.
However, there are also groups who have also
joined the denomination and conference for
the very same theological and philosophical
reasons of those congregations that left. So
what’s going on here?
As church leaders, we ache when a
congregation chooses to leave conference to
identify with more theologically like-minded
congregations rather than stay in fellowship
with those with whom they disagree.
Leaving MCUSA/ACC often involves a
discomfort with the Anabaptist Mennonite
understanding of faith and life. Church
leaders also rejoice when groups choose
to seek fellowship with our denomination

and conference precisely because of the
Anabaptist-Mennonite faith heritage.
We can rejoice in the growing spiritual
interest especially among the urban and
immigrant groups in Anabaptism and the
Mennonite Church. An example of this
renewed interest is the Radical Living group
in Brooklyn, N.Y. Radical Living is an
urban Christian monastic group of about
35 members who are seeking a relationship
with MCUSA and ACC for fellowship and
support in their Christian pilgrimage of
peacemaking and ministry to the homeless.
There are other prominent voices
both within and outside of the Mennonite
community that say Anabaptism’s day is
coming. They observe that in the postmodern, post-Christian secular culture there is
an attraction to Anabaptism. There also seems
to be a growing interest in Anabaptism among
Christians in the global south and east.
Ironically, at a time when congregations
have left the denomination, there seem
to be others seeking out the very same
denomination. As a conference, let’s not
invest energy into determining who is right
and who is wrong, but rather make every
effort to live in daily harmony with God’s love
and purposes as revealed in Christ both in
our personal lives and in our congregations.

*

*

*

New ACC Financial Secretary
Lucy Wambui Njoroge (preferred name
“Wambui”) has been employed as of
February 22 as the new ACC Financial
Secretary replacing Elizabeth Comeaux as of
mid-March 2011.
Wambui is a member of the African
Community Church of Lancaster, an ACC
member church. We welcome Wambui to this
position of 6-8 hours per week.
A big THANK YOU is expressed to
Elizabeth for providing excellent service to
ACC in this role the last two years. Elizabeth
terminated her position with ACC in order to
work full-time in another position.

www.atlanticcoastconference.net

Children in Need Haitian Project (CINHP)
Immanuel Community Church in Flushing,
New York—the site of ACC’s Spring Assembly—is leading a short-term misssion team to
Haiti this summer to serve through Children
in Need Haitian Project (CINHP).
Although the earthquake happened a
year ago, the devastation in this nation persists. Basic needs such as food, clean water,
and adequate shelter are still lacking for too
many persons. Disease is rampant and political unrest and corruption compound the
sense of hopelessness. Children are the most
vulnerable to life-threatening circumstances.
However, in the midst of this, God is working through His people to restore hope.
In response to CINHP’s invitation to
support God’s work in Haiti, we have assembled a team of 15 from our congregation
to work at:

· Helping to rebuild a school for children
· Assisting with a summer VBS
· Ministering to the spiritual needs of adult
		
members of children’s families
· Assisting medical outreaches to children 		
and their families
· Clothing/Food distribution
· Prayer walking Port-Au-Prince and other
		
nearby villages

adults, and adults. We believe that this
journey will be a blessing to the children of
Haiti as well as all who journey with us.
We welcome sponsors to assist in the
expenses including travel, housing, meals,
and ministry materials. Any amount you are
able to contribute toward the total costs of
the mission would be greatly appreciated.
All funds collected will directly support the
mission trip. Donations are tax deductible
and can be made to Immanuel Community
church or to Children In Need Haitian
Project.
If you choose to partner with us on this
mission, please consider sending your contribution as soon as you can to: Immanuel
Community Church, Attn. Mark Perri, 15020 Barclay Avenue, Flushing, NY 11355.
We also desire your prayers and your
partnership and look forward to sharing
with you after we return.
Christ’s Blessings,
		
Pastor Mark Perri
		
Mapplace@aol.com
		
Immanuel Community Church
			

ACC in
Service
Immanuel
members
serving
in
Haiti
this
summer!

We are blessed by the range of ages who
have responded to the call to serve on this
mission. Our team consists of teens, young

Forest Hills Mennonite
Youth Director Job Opening

Forest Hills Mennonite Church in Leola, Pa.,
is seeking a Youth Director to provide leadership
in developing and articulating vision for the high
school youth program and for planning and
coordinating youth activities. Interested
candidates should send a cover letter and resume
by mail to Jerry Lile, Forest Hills Mennonite
Church, 100 Quarry Rd., Leola, PA 17540, or by
e-mail to fhmc@foresthillschurch.org.
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Women’s
EventS

Hosted by ACC and
Lancaster Conference
MENNONITE WOMEN
Ladies who
participated in
last year’s
Chatter Chow
& Cheerful
Service!

CHATTER (fellowship for women ages 10-99)
CHOW & (bring a pint of chicken corn or vegetable soup to share)
CHEERFUL SERVICE (work at MCC Material Resource Center, Ephrata, Pa.)
April 9, 2011, 9:00 am-12:30 pm

Women’s Sabbath Retreat
		 On Saturday, March 12, the 		

Heidi SiemensRhodes (left)
with mother
Jan Siemens
(right).

“How do we
learn to live
so that we
are ready to
face whatever
happens?”
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third in the 2010-2011 Women’s 		
		 Sabbath Retreat series on “Voice 		
		 Lessons: More Mother-Daughter
		 Challenges” will be continued by
		 Jan Siemens and daughter Heidi
Siemens-Rhodes at the Forest Hills
Mennonite Church from 10:00-4:00 p.m.
Their particular challenge, facing the
sudden loss of a husband and a father, is
described below. That day they had walked
on the beach, not knowing that this would
be the last day like it. When Mark Siemens
had a sudden stroke in the middle of the
night, his wife Jan and daughter Heidi and
family were thrown into a new, surreal
reality. The journey of letting go began with
the shock of departure from the familiar. It
continues even now as they seek to live in the
world as it is, without “Grandpa Mark,” while
honoring his memory and legacy.
How do core relationships change in
the wake of such a loss? And ultimately, how
do we learn to live so that we are ready to
face whatever happens?
Jan is mother to Heidi and Brad,
and Grandma Jan to Theo, Oliver, Adam,
Ada, and Ira. She was raised on a farm in

North Dakota. Jan married Mark Siemens
after a college romance and enjoyed nearly
37 years with him before his sudden death
in 2005. Jan has been a classroom teacher
and has served with Mennonite agencies in
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. At MCC
she has been a primary worker, a Country
Representative, and a Human Resources
Administrator,
Heidi is on the pastoral team of
Assembly Mennonite Church in Goshen,
Indiana. She pairs her part-time pastoral
role, focused specifically on administration
and Christian formation, with caring for
her three sons—Theo (7), Adam (4), and
Ira (born July 2010). She has followed in
her parents’ footsteps by living abroad as
an adult, in France and Japan. She and her
husband are both certified as teachers of
English as a Second Language.
These Saturday retreats offer input,
silence, personal nurture, and fellowship.
A light lunch is provided. For more
information, contact Sharon Kraybill at
(sjkraybill@paonline.com, 717-293-9641),
Nan Garber at (kngarber80@pa.net, Mary
Lou Weaver Houser (mlouweaverhouser@
verizon.net), 717-872-2848).

Leaving the Church
It’s time for some difficult questions. We

have discussed a number of easy topics, such
as why some young adults choose to remain
involved in a Mennonite church and which
aspects of a congregation are most important
to them. Now we need to dig a little deeper,
to learn why some young adults have left the
church.
Have we over-emphasized the
importance of a personal faith, to the
detriment of the need to belong to a body
of believers? Have we made involvement
difficult by enforcing standards that are
cultural, not biblical? Have we bored our
youth to the point that they look forward to
the time when their parents can no longer
force them to attend church? Have we made
participation unnecessary by offering excuses

for young adults who simply cannot be
bothered to make an effort to be involved?
No one likes to take an inventory of
their faults and failings, but I believe that
it is necessary for ACC and its individual
congregations, if we truly want to understand
why many young adults leave our churches.
I am not suggesting that blame for the
absence of young adults in our congregations
lies solely with the remaining church
members and things they may have done or
not done that alienated their young folks.
Each individual who has reached the age
of maturity is responsible to live out God’s
calling for his or her life. Let’s make sure that
our lives attract others to our Lord and His
people, too.
		 - Jessica Shirk, Ridgeview Mennonite

FRESH
WATER

Jessica Shirk

Why do
young adults
stop
attending
church?

CHAPLAIN NEEDED
Tel Hai Retirement Community is recruiting a part
time chaplain to work 16 hours/week including one
Sunday a month. Responsibilities include providing
religious and/or spiritual counseling and guidance
to residents, family members, and employees; one
Sunday morning chapel service a month and an
additional five special services per year related to
religious holidays; visiting residents across campus
and during hospitalization, and providing comfort
to residents and their families during the dying
process; leading Bible studies on a routine basis
at each level of care; leading funeral services when
requested; etc. Theological training with a minimum
of three years ministry experience required. Must
be credentialed by person’s denomination. Part
time benefits available including paid-time-off and
scholarship program for employee & dependent
children. Anticipated start date of May 1, 2011.
Applicants can apply by forwarding a resume or
completed employment application. Applications
can be found on our website or at the Healthcare
Center. Drug screen required.
- Luann Thomas, Human Resources Recruiter, Tel
Hai Retirement Community, 1200 Tel Hai Circle, P.
O. Box 190, Honey Brook, PA 19344; Phone (610)
273-4611; Job Hotline (610) 273-4646; Fax (610)
273-4527; lthomas@telhai.org; www.telhai.org

Meals
From
the
Heart
Neffsville
Mennonite

Neffsville

Mennonite Church hosts
“Meals From the Heart” to bless church
members and community persons who may
need a meal—someone ill or someone who
just had a baby. All meals are designed to
be thawed and microwaved by the person
receiving them. Above, Neffsville members
Marcy High (left) and Judy Landis (right)
prepare Meals From the Heart.
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News &
Notes

ACC Spring Assembly Celebration

will be held on April 30 from 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. at the Immanuel Community
Church in Flushing, N.Y. Watch for more
information coming soon about chartered
bus transportation originating from the
Lancaster, Pa., area.

ACC Quizzers have been studying

Zion 1 Quizzers

and quizzing on Genesis 37,39-50,
and Esther 1-10 as they focus on the
stories of God at work in the lives
of Joseph and Esther, the great
challenges they faced, and how God
worked wonderfully through their
lives giving hope to the people of
Israel! There are 47 teams involved
this year. Plan to attend the ACC/
Ohio Invitational Tournament this year on
March 25-27, 2011.

Pittsburgh 20011! Each ACC church has
News, notes, and
announcements
may be sent to
Currents editor,
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown,
PA 19543; or
e-mailed to:
currents@
atlanticcoast
conference.net

the privilege of appointing delegates to attend
the Mennonite Church USA Convention on
July 4-9, 2011. For every 100 members or
fraction thereof, one delegate may be appointed.
For more information, check out: www.face
book.com/Pittsburgh2011. The convention’s
theme, “Bridges to (the) Cross,” is inspired by
2 Corinthians 5:16-20.

Seasoned with Peace: Winter by Susan
Mark Landis, Lisa J. Amstutz, and Cindy
Snider provides practical help for becoming
a biblical, prayerful, playful peacemaker. This
four-book series includes devotions, prayers,
sayings, recipes, Bible verses, comic strips,
practical tips and much more for the life of a
peacemaker. See www.seasonedwithpeace.com
for more information.

The Mennonite is now online and in
print! For up-to-date information about
happenings in Mennonite Church USA
and beyond, follow The Mennonite online
at http://www.themennonite.org/ and
subscribe to their monthly magazine.
Check out the various subscription
options at: www.themennonite.org/
subscriptions
“Glimpses of God’s Hand” is a new free
devotional sent twice a month to your e-mail.
Written by Carol Honderich and available
at www.thirdway.com/subscribe, the column
considers how God worked in the lives of
women in the Bible through their difficult

6

Currents

circumstances, and considering what lessons
God may have for us today.

Radio Spots on grief and mental illness
were sent to 3,000 radio stations. This series
of Third Way Media radio spots on mental
illness won both Gracie and Gabriel awards.
A second series on recovery from grief has
prompted more than 400 calls for resources on
dealing with grief.
Mennonite Central Committee is
currently accepting applications for the SALT
program: Serving and Learning Together, an
11-month program for young adults to serve
internationally. Here is the web link: http://
salt.mcc.org/. Specific assignment descriptions
and application instructions are on the
website. - Susan M. Wadel, swadel@mcc.org
Lancaster Mennonite School will hold

summer day camps in basketball, field hockey,
soccer, Spanish immersion, spiritual fitness,
tennis and volleyball for students in elementary
through high school. For a complete listing/
application, go to www.lancastermennonite.org
or call (717) 299-0436, ext. 310.

Mennonite Church USA is made up of 21
area conferences with 939 congregations and
109,000+ members living in 44 states. ACC
members have the privilege and opportunity to
fellowship and learn to know others across the
church by attending Pittsburgh 2011, the Mennonite Church USA Convention on July 4-9,
2011. The convention’s theme “Bridges to (the)
Cross,” is inspired by II Corinthians 5:16-20
and by the many bridges that span the City of
Three Rivers. The theme is two-fold: First, as
instruments of Christ’s reconciliation, we have
many “bridges to cross.” Second, God calls us
to be ambassadors for Christ and to serve as
“bridges to the cross.” For questions, contact:
rachelsm@mennoniteusa.org.
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What is an
		
Anabaptist Christian?
		
		

Missio Dei (Latin for 		

“God’s mission”) is a series
of Biblical and theological
essays produced by
Mennonite Mission
Network. A variety of
		
topics invite reflection
		
and dialogue about God’s
		
mission in today’s world.
They are free by downloading and printing a
personal copy at: www.mennonitemission.net/
Tools/MissioDei.
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ACC Leadership Transitions
Michelle Dula (Andy) was installed as

Associate Pastor of Congregational Life at
Akron (Pa.) Mennonite Church on March 6.
Michelle ended service as an associate pastor
at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church,
Lancaster, Pa., as of January 31, 2011.

Kathryn “Katy” Heinzel (Eric

Ebert) will be licensed toward ordination at
Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster,
PA, on Sunday, March 20, 2011. Katy is
currently enrolled in a CPE program with
Lancaster General Hospital and is providing
chaplaincy service at LGH affiliated campuses.
Katy and her family are active members at
Community Church of Lancaster, Pa.

L. Joseph Miller (Robin) ended a

chaplain assignment at Tel Hai Retirement
Community effective October 31, 2010. By
request, Joe’s license toward ordination
credential ended as of November 18, 2010.
Joe and Robin are members at Conestoga
Mennonite Church, Morgantown, Pa.

Colin J. Roynon ended service as youth

pastor at Holly Grove Mennonite Church,
Westover, Md., as of December 19, 2010.
Colin and his family moved to the Midwest
to pursue other ministry vocation.

Jason Storbakken (Vonette) was ap-

proved for license toward ordination as church
planter/pastor for Radical Living, Brooklyn,
N.Y. Jason and his wife started Radical Living
in 2007 as an intentional covenanted Christian
community living out principles of peace and
justice through the lens of Christian discipleship. They and their two children are developing
ties to ACC and Lancaster Conference
Mennonites in New York City.

Mark L. Weidner (Kay) ended a bridge
pastor assignment December 31, 2010 at
Ridgeview Mennonite Church, Gordonville,
Pa. Mark and Kay are members at Akron
Mennonite Church.

Howard Weir (Collette) was approved

December 17, 2010, for license toward ordination as a church planter/pastor for a church
plant with ACC affiliation in the Newark, Del.,
area. Howard and Collette have past leadership
ties with Pastor Sam and Leoni Walters in the
Mennonite Church in Jamaica.

Michael K. Sommers ( Julie) was

installed as lead pastor at Ridgeview
Mennonite Church, Gordonville, Pa., on
January 30, 2011. Mick’s previous ministry
experience includes pastor at Hively Avenue
Mennonite Church, Elkhart, Ind.; HowardMiami Mennonite Church, Kokomo, Ind.;
and chaplain, Harbor Light Hospice of
Indiana.

ACC’s
Spring
Assembly
will be
held at
Immanuel
Community
Church
in
Flushing,
New York.

Irving Woodard (Pat) ended his assign-

ment as a credentialed pastoral team member at
Birch Grove Mennonite Church, Port Allegany,
Pa., effective November 1, 2010. Irving and
Pat continue active roles with the Birch Grove
congregation in various roles.

A. Willard Shertzer (Ann) began an
18-month intentional interim pastor assignment at Holly Grove Mennonite on January
1, 2011. Will has served a number of other
congregations in a similar manner between
long-term pastors.

ACC
Churches

CURRENCY CORNER

$

Here is an interesting passage about stewardship from Ecclesiastes
5:18–20 (New RSV): “This is what I have seen to be good: it is fitting
to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils
under the sun the few days of the life God gives us; for this is our lot.
Likewise all to whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom he
enables to enjoy them, and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in
their toil—this is the gift from God. For they will scarcely brood over
the days of their lives, because God keeps them occupied with the joy of
their hearts.”
How do we respond to this gift of God? Is one of the joys of our
heart giving back to God from the material gifts God has given us?
		
		
				

- Delbert Seitz, ACC Treasurer,
Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster

Currents

7

Connections
Forward
births,
marriages,
and deaths to:
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543
currents@atlantic
coastconference.net

Events
& More
Items may be
sent to:
Currents Editor:
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown,
PA 19543
or e-mailed to:
currents@
atlanticcoast
conference.net

Births
Nicolas Richard Groff born
November 26, 2010, son of Randy
and Krista Groff (Maple Grove
Mennonite).
Lily Mae Hollenbaugh born
December 24, 2010, dau. of Rich
and Erica Hollenbaugh (Ridgeview
Mennonite).
Samuel Jacob Rice born December
24, 2010, son of Shawn and Melanie
Rice (Forest Hills Mennonite).

March 15, 2011
Open House
Black Rock Retreat
for prospective summer
campers and parents
1-800-858-9299
www.blackrockretreat.
com
March 20, 2011
“Meaning of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer for Contemporary American
Christianity”
3:00 p.m.
Holy Trinity Lutheran
Lancaster, Pa.
March 21, 2011
“Facing Setbacks and
Finding Joy”
Rev. Robert Unverzagt
2:00 p.m.
Parkinsons Support
Westview Community Room
Landis Homes
717-509-5494
March 27, 2011
“Overcoming
Borderline Behaviors”
No Longer Alone
Ministries
3:00-5:00 p.m.
Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church
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Marriage
Kristin Lapp (Ridgeview Mennonite)
married Ryan Ebersole on February
19, 2011.

Deaths
Ingrid Berg Landis, 63 (Akron
Mennonite) died on January 13, 2011,
daughter of the late Ford and Rebecca
(Garber) Berg.
Arlene M. Martin, 81 (Forest Hills
Mennonite) died on January 27, 2011,
wife of the late Chester G. Martin,
and daughter of the late Weaver and
Frances (Martin) Martin.

March 29, 2011
Memory Loss Support
7:00 p.m.
Warwick Room
Landis Homes
717-581-3939
April 7, 2011
“Fixing the People
Pleasing Problem”
No Longer Alone
11:00-12:30 p.m.
Room B103, 630 Janet
Ave., Lancaster, Pa.
April 9, 2011
Garden Spot
Village Marathon
8:00 a.m.
717-355-6000
marathon@garden
spotvillage.org
April 17, 2011
“Supporting a
Loved One who has
Schizophrenia”
No Longer Alone
Ministries
3:00-5:00 p.m.
Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church
April 28-30, 2011
“Snoopy!!!”
Lancaster Mennonite

David L. Nolt, 67 (Ridgeview
Mennonite) died on January 13,
2011, husband of Shirley (Denlinger)
Nolt, and son of the late Paul M. and
Mildred (Horst) Nolt.
Grace E. Redcay, 90 (Forest Hills
Mennonite) died on September 15,
2010, wife of the late Elmer Redcay
and daughter of the late Amos and
Mary (Miller) Brooks.
Leon H. Umble, 99 (Sandy Hill
Community) died on January 28,
2011, husband of the late Melba
R. (Shetler) Umble, and son of the
late John G. and Ada S. (Kauffman)
Umble.

High School
7:30 p.m. nightly plus
2:00 p.m. Sat. matinee
717-299-0436, ext. 340.
May 10, 2011
“The Way of the
Nudge: New Ways
of Thinking About
Evangelism”
Len Sweet, noted
author, theologian
8:00-11:30 a.m.
breakfast & seminar
717-355-6159
Garden Spot Village
May 14, 2011
18th Annual
Breakfast & Auction

Friendship Community
Lititz, Pa.
717-656-2466, #165
May 19-21, 2011
MCC Damascas Road
Anti-Racism Analysis
Training
Sunnyside Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, Pa.
http://antiracism.mcc.org
May 21, 2011
Benefit Auction
for Black Rock
Retreat
Quarryville, Pa., at the
Fairgrounds
1-800-858-9299
www.blackrockretreat.com

Created to Praise, a week-long arts day
camp, will be held July 25-29 at Neffsville
Mennonite Church. Students who will
be in grades 4-9 in September will choose
from a variety of classes including chalk art,
drawing, handbells, keyboard to organ, clay,
baking, and many more. There is a tuition
charge, but financial assistance is available.
This week is an opportunity to explore and
develop the gifts God has given you! Please
check our web site at neffmc.org for registration information!

Conference
Related
Ministries
Black
Rock
Retreat

Moriah Seaman, a 2010 Summer Camp staff member, led Black Rock Retreat’s Junior High Winter
Camp worship sessions.

“If

you look up the word “retreat” in the
dictionary, you are likely to find definitions
such as “to draw back” or to “withdraw.”
And in a broad sense that is what we see
happen all year in the different ministries
of Black Rock Retreat: people entering this
property to draw back from the frantic pace
that our culture has dictated and enter
into God’s presence in a deliberate and
meaningful way.
Guests who come to our property value
retreating. They value the opportunity to
step back from their daily routine and look
at their lives from a different perspective.
This was certainly true of a young lady
who recently attended our Junior High
Winter Retreat where guest speaker Shawn
McBride challenged the audience to see
their relationship with Christ clearly. After
the retreat, she wrote us this e-mail:
I was so excited to come to Black Rock
Retreat for Winter Camp because I know I

always have a bunch of fun…not thinking I get
to go away and learn more about my Creator!
Shawn was an awesome speaker and pretty
much changed my life forever. During winter
camp, I learned different things that brought
me closer to God. It was incredible to see God
working in different ways that I had never
really noticed before. I also grasped God’s love
for us. He loves us so much, He sent Jesus to
die for our sins. He also loves us so much and
gives us unfailing love even when we feel we are
unworthy of receiving it. God loves us!
This young lady “drew back,” even if
just for a few short days, and reconnected
with her Creator and Savior on such a
deeper level.
On a similar note, in late January, we
hosted our first Silent Retreat here at
Black Rock Retreat where participants
were given 24 hours of uninterrupted
silence to pray, meditate, and be led by the
Lord on different areas of their lives. One
participant remarked after it was over that
“so many Christians in our busy culture
need this kind of ‘time apart‘ to listen and
seek the Lord!”
We trust that the Lord will continue
to allow us to be that refuge, that place
of “spiritual shelter,” for many people to
experience in the years to come.

1345 Kirkwood
Pike
Quarryville, PA
17566
800-858-9299
www.blackrock
retreat.com

Retreat facilities
for use by
churches
and other
organizations,
a summer
camp program
for youth,
and outdoor
education
program for
schoolas, a
challenge ropes
course, and
Road Scholar
programs for
seniors.
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Conference
Related
Ministries

Kairos—School
of Spiritual Formation

KAIROS
2160 Lincoln
Hwy. E. #13
Lancaster, PA
17602
717-669-2957
www.on-thejourney.org

As a Christian
organization
with Anabaptist
roots, Kairos
provides
programs in
spiritual
formation
and spiritual
direction from
September to
May in weekend
retreats. Other
opportunities
include day
retreats and
experiential
prayer sessions
in congregational settings.
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How

men do spirituality and specifically
how men fit into Kairos programs are
questions that we have been asking ourselves
over the past several years. Richard Rohr,
author and retreat leader, has been watching
how he relates to God as well as to what
happens in other men. He says that men
change most amidst circumstances over
which they have no control, “especially
suffering in its many forms.” He goes on,
“These arrange your world view and awaken
the dead places within.” Hard times lead the
way deep into the heart.
Linford King, volunteer and spiritual
director at Kairos, sees today’s church and
religion to be too soft and sensitive for men.
He reminds us that Jesus called fishermen,
businessmen, and zealots. The churchy types
often gave Jesus a hard time.
According to Barry Young, teacher of
Year Two Formation at Kairos, men need a
safe place to explore their inner life. They also
need substantial reading materials for spiritual
growth. “But,” he says, “men need to realize
that they already have what they need for the
spiritual journey. They just need to learn a
man’s language of spirituality and emotions.”
Rohr believes that mature religion
always leads to some form of prayer,
meditation or contemplative mind to balance
out the usually calculated minds of males. “It
is true,” he says, “that men can do spirituality;
they just don’t do it like women.” Men agree
that masculine spirituality emphasizes
movement over stillness; action over theory;
service over discussions and truth over social
niceties.

Young believes that “Teaching men
to live in the paradox of life and through
examples of what it means to ‘choose life’ will
help to connect their thoughts and emotions
to words”.
“Men want true male and female
friendships,” says Richard Rohr, “an
integration of the feminine and masculine, not
one or the other. Without the feminine side,
men move completely to the outer world; they
build, explain, use, fix, manipulate, legislate.”
Kairos invites men to come together
to explore spirituality in healthy ways
that will enrich relationships to God and
others. Kairos is committed to provide male
leadership—non-judgmental leadership—and
companionship for the journey.

Resources:
· Retreats at Kairos (keep checking website
on-the-journey.org for new ones for men)
· Rohr, Richard. Adam’s Return: From Wild
Man to Wise Man and How Men Change:
A Thin Time (CD, DVD, MP3).
· Rohr, Richard. (Men As Learners and
Elders) at the Center for Action and 		
Contemplation in New Mexico. See
www.cacradicalgrace.org.

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . .
Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
E-mail: info@blackrockretreat.
com
Web site: www.blackrock
retreat.com
Retreat Facilities for use by
churches and other Christian
organizations, a Summer Camp
program for youth, an Outdoor
Education program for Public &
Christian schools, a Challenge
Ropes Course, Road Scholar
programs for seniors.
Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
E-mail: info@campdeerpark.org
Web site: www.campdeer
park. org
A ministry of the New York City
Mennonite churches, founded in
1969. Mission is to empower youth
to serve Christ in the city. Summer
children’s camps.
Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747;
Fax: 717-896-3391
E-mail: hebron@camp
hebron.org
Web site: www.camphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this
camping and retreat ministry offers a
variety of overnight camps and yearround events for all ages where people
connect with God, nature,
and each other.
Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
E-mail: info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org
Eastern Mennonite
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
E-mail: info@emm.org
Web site: www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports more
than 200 workers in 40 countries,
focusing particularly where the
church is weak or nonexistent.

Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466
Fax: 717-656-0459
E-mail: office@friendship
community.net.
Web site: www.friendship
community.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship
offers residential services, training
in daily living skills, and social
services.
Garden Spot Village
433 S. Kinzer Ave.,
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
E-mail: info@gardenspot
village.org
Web site: www.gardenspot
village.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, Apartments, Assisted Living, Memory
Support, Skilled Nursing
Households, Adult Day Services,
Garden Spot Village At Home,
Center for Health.
Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
E-mail: gmht@meetinghouse.info
Web site: www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent settlement
of Mennonites in America, it has been
called “The Gateway of American
Mennonitism,” through which most
North American Mennonites have
symbolically passed.
Kairos School of
Spiritual Formation
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-669-2957
E-mail: Kairos@
on-the-journey.org
Web site: www.on-thejourney.org
As a Christian organization with
Anabaptist roots, Kairos provides
programs in spiritual formation
and spiritual direction from
September to May in weekend
retreats. Other opportunities
include day retreats and
experiential prayer sessions in
congregational settings.
Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602

Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751
E-mail: lmhs@lmhs.org
Web site: www.lmhs.org
Mission is to educate, inspire, and
promote the history, beliefs, and
lifestyle of the Mennonite expression
of the Anabaptist tradition. Offers
educational programs and a library/
archives, bookstore, and museum.
Lancaster Area Council of
Mennonite Schools (LACMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
LACMS is a geographical organization of elementary and secondary
schools whose adminstrators work
collectively to strengthen the
Mennonite expression of Christian
faith in the schools and who meet
regularly to inspire and resource
one another.
Lancaster Mennonite School
(LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 299-0823
E-mail: thomasjr@lancaster
mennonite.org
Web site: www.lancaster
mennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at:
• Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
• Lancaster Campus, 6-12
• Locust Grove Campus, PreK-8
• New Danville Campus, PreK-6
Landis Homes
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
E-mail: info@landishomes.org
Web site: www.landishomes.org
Serving aging adults and their
families by honoring and enriching
their lives in a Christ-like community.
Services include residential living,
assisted living, healthcare, rehab, adult
day care services, special care for persons with memory loss, at-home care,
and child day care.
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
E-mail: John@laurelville.org
Laurelville.org
Web site: www.laurelville.org
Find the growth and renewal your
spirit needs at Laurelville, a conference
center specializing in retreat services
and innovative programming.

Mennonite Home
Communities
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
E-mail: mhash@mennonite
home.org
Web site: www.mennonite
home.org
A continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) providing
care to senior adults with a tradition
of care spaning 100 years. Services
include cottage and apartment
residences, assisted living, health
care, and rehabilitative therapies.
No Longer Alone
Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
Fax: 717-390-4894
E-mail: blong@nlam.org
Website: www.nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries, as
an expression of Christ’s love,
provides supportive caring services
to individuals experiencing
significant mental illness and
their families.
Philadelphia Mennonite
High School
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
E-mail: office@pmhsonline.org
Web site: http://pmhsonline.org
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12
interested in pursuring college.
Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church that
includes a Mennonite Voluntary
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well
as housing for residents committed to
the mission of RHHP.
Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
E-mail: jswartz@telhai.org
Web site: www.telhai.org
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited,
nonprofit provider of services for
senior adults. For over 50 years, they
have provided health care, housing,
and services to enhance residents’
quality of life in cottage and apartment
residences, personal care, Adult Day
Services, health care, and rehabilitative
therapies.
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Mission Festival
Akron Mennonite

Ethnic Food Festival
at Akron Mennonite
before Dr. John
Stahl-Wert shared on
“Equipping the Church
for Mission and
Vision.” Dr. Stahl-Wert
is pictured on the
right, the second
person from the right.
Credit: H.A. Penner.

As ACC
congregations,
What should we
RECEIVE?
What should we
RELEASE?
What should we
CELEBRATE?
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Akron Mennonite Church began its annual

Mission Festival on Saturday evening, February
5, 2011, with an ethnic food festival (pictured
above). Members of Akron Mennonite Church
(AMC), many who had served internationally,
provided their favorite dishes from a variety of
countries including Africa, India, Bangladesh,
Vienna, Russia, Europe, Ireland, South
America, Mexico, and the USA. The halls
of AMC were filled with the smells of tasty
food to the gastronomic delight of those who
participated.
Following the food festival, Dr. John
Stahl-Wert, CEO of Pittsburgh Leadership
Foundation, spoke on the theme for the
weekend—Equipping the Church for Mission
and Vision. He began with a focus on the
missionality of work. How do we advance
the Kingdom of God in the marketplace?
What if we served leaders of businesses in our
community seeing them as front line workers in
advancing the kingdom of God?
John noted that many leaders sitting in
our congregations experience four pain points
in their lives. First, leaders have an identity
problem. They don’t really know who they are.
They are unsure about God’s purpose for their
lives. Second, leaders feel the pain of influence.
They were likely star performers in their careers
and then promoted to management positions.
As managers they may be uncomfortable and
unsure of what influence they have in their
management position. Third, they don’t know
what their legacy is and what they will be
remembered for. They ask the question, am I
doing what I’m supposed to be doing? And,
fourth, leaders feel lonely.

The temptation is to get one more degree,
one more promotion, a bigger office, and then one
will have arrived and experience satisfaction. Dr.
Stahl-Wert says that simply does not work. If we
can let go and accept that God works through
us to carry out his plan, than we can advance the
Kingdom of God. If leaders look beyond the profit
motive and permit God to work through them to
improve the lives of the people they work with,
then the kingdom of God can be advanced in the
market place.
On Sunday morning, Dr. Stahl-Wert drew
on Ephesians 4:11-16 and Matthew 11: 1-15 to
focus on the missionality of daily living. In Christ,
the Kingdom of God is NOW. We live in the
presence of the kingdom here and NOW.
Dr. Stahl-Wert pointed out that one could
think of Nelson Mandela as a hero of faith.
Certainly Mandela counts a lot for advancing
the Kingdom of God. But what about the son
of the prison warden who led Mandela to Jesus?
Did that young man not advance the Kingdom
of God? What about the mother of that same
young man who taught him about Jesus? Did the
mother and her son count any less in advancing
the Kingdom of God? No! God worked through
the mother and her son, and Mandela!
Dr. Stahl-Wert ended the weekend by
asking members of AMC to respond to three
questions. What should we as a congregation
receive? What should we release, and what should
we celebrate?
- Bob Wyble, Akron Mennonite

























