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Above: 2010 Ridgeview
Mennonite Quizzers.

Highlights

1 Maple Grove Quizzers

5 Sisters’ Day Café

2010 Quizzing Season
The energy that follows quizzing is

amazing! As youth and their coaches poured
onto the Lancaster Mennonite School campus
for the ACC Quiz Tournament on March 21,
their smiles and laughter filled the campus.
One could only stand in amazement, thankful
for this most inviting, intergenerational event!
This year we studied I and II Corinthians.
The material was more difficult, and yet our
youth rose to the occasion, worked hard, and
successfully articulated their learnings week
after week.
What a beautiful day at the tournament
for youth and adults to experience church life
together. The following thoughts were shared
as youth reflected on the day:
“I always enjoy the ACC Tournament,
especially this year, because it was a fun day
of quizzing. Anything can happen, no matter
how a team did during the regular season.”
- Jesse Yoder, Bowmansville
“I appreciate the opportunity that Bible
Quizzing gives me to study God’s word and
test my knowledge. The quiz matches are
formatted in a fun, exciting way. And the final
matches in Ohio at the end of the season top
it all off!” - Jonathan Hostetler, Hinkletown

7 Created 2 Praise camp

12 Spring Assembly

“My dad says they should have a Parent Quiz!”
- Alycia Fox, Hinkletown

“I had a great time using strategy
and competition to try and win against the
other teams. Even when we lost, it was fun to
spend the day with the teams! ”
- Jarred Fox, Hinkletown
“I had the privilege of coaching a team of
four young people who take their faith and
God’s Word seriously and also enjoy having
fun. They studied hard, took risks, and put in
a lot of effort to understand I and II Corinthians—not always an easy task. I delighted
in how they helped each other study. They
encouraged and supported each other. None
tried to be the superstar, which I think made
them much more effective. We learned a lot
about growing into the likeness of God’s Son
this year.” - Kara Miller, Slate Hill coach
As we end this year’s quizzing season, we
are grateful for the many opportunities to interact with youth and adults. Special thanks
to all the young adults (previous quizzers)
who faithfully give life to the program by
contributing as staff throughout the regular
season and tournaments. In addition, Fred
and Chris Hertzler continue to gift us by
coordinating the program with incredible devotion and skill. Perhaps the quizzing season
never ends, for the scriptures permeate the
lives of all who participate forever.
			
- Merv R. Stoltzfus

Left: Forest Hills Quizzers. Center: Slate Hill 1 was the top team of the regular ACC quizzing season. Right: Conestoga Quizzers.
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John Weber
Conference Moderator
Akron Mennonite

“Recently I was in a social setting

with friends when someone remarked,
“Well, why do we need church conferences
anyway?” The person who made the
innocent comment was not conscious that
the moderator of Atlantic Coast Conference
was present. I didn’t make a response, but I
kept quiet knowing that an extended answer
would certainly have taken the conversation
in a different, more serious direction.
Instead of responding, I have since done
some deep and serious personal reflection
on why we need conferences. Most likely
there are other ACC members who may
not be aware of the important function the
conferences fill in the life of Mennonite
Church USA and congregations. Allow me
to identify a few important reasons we need
Atlantic Coast Conference.

• Through conference assemblies, members of
different congregations form relationships and
become aware of our rich diversity that can
benefit the whole body. We don’t all think alike,
nor should we!
• Conferences impact and help shape the life
and witness of the denomination by providing
counsel for MC USA Executive Board
decisions.
• Conferences can help congregations discover
their mission and plant new fellowships.
These are just some of the important
reasons we need a conference. I hope an opportunity presents itself again, and this time I am
more prepared to respond forthrightly: “It is
through the church (congregation, conference,
and denominations) that the work of Christ’s
healing and hope are extended to the world.”

April
2010

• Conferences serve as the “agency” that
licenses and ordains ministers. Pastors’
credentials are held in the conferences for
the denomination. Pastors can transfer
credentials from one conference to another.
• Conferences connect congregations to
one another in the same way a family
connects individual members to the larger
family. Conferences, like the family, provide
a place to call “home” and allow for an
identity (theologically, historically and
geographically).
• Conferences provide valuable resources for
the congregation from MC USA and in turn
link the congregations to the denomination.
Congregations can only hold membership in
MC USA through the conferences.
• During difficult times in the life of a
congregation, such as internal conflicts and
leadership transitions, the conference can
assist in finding a resolution and serve as a
clearinghouse for pastor applicants.

April 2010
!

CURRENCY CORNER
Psalm 24.1 (NRSV): “The earth is the
Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those
who live in it.” One of the basic concepts of
stewardship is to recognize that everything we
are and have belongs to the Lord; therefore,
we are temporary caretakers of the material
world around us. This time of the year, we
are especially conscious of the beauty of the
world around us as the earth is renewed. In
the secular world, the emphasis on “Earth
Day” reminded us of our responsibility to be
caretakers of the earth in a way that sustains
resources for the generations to come. May we
continue to be generous with our resources in
response to the generosity of God toward us.
		

- Delbert Seitz, ACC Treasurer 		
Community Mennonite, Lancaster
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Spring Assembly on April 17 at CrossWay Church in Ocean City, Md., ended with the group praying a
“blessing” on Ervin and Bonnie Stutzman. Ervin is Mennonite Church USA’s new Executive Director.

ACC SPRING ASSEMBLY
(continued from page 12)

• A new Engaging Young Adults Task Force
is forming to review the extent of current
involvement of young adults (ages 20-39) and
to increase dialogue and engagement in ACC.
• A Peace and Justice Congregational
Advocate will be assigned for each ACC
congregation to provide a link to receive peace
and justice information in each congregation.

• A Bylaws Task Force is forming to review
and update ACC’s bylaws in order to propose
revisions.
• A committee (Harry Jarrett as chair, Cheryl
Hollinger, Bob Murr, and Warren Tyson) has
been appointed to interview and select a new
ACC Church Planting Coach/Coordinator.
This position will support church planting
efforts as well as existing church development.
		

• A Leadership Development Fund of
$35,450.00 bequeathed by the late Irene Martin
has been designated to assist ACC pastors and
other leaders with ongoing education.

Our
“neighbors”
are
waiting
to see
if
the love
we share
is
authentic!

- Lois Ann Mast, Conestoga Mennonite

Educational
Excellence
•
•
•
•

Faith-infused
classroom instruction
and co-curricular
programs
A safe environment
A compassionate
faculty
A supportive campus
community

OPEN HOUSE

Lancaster Campus

May 16 | 1-3 p.m.
“LMS is a land of incredible opportunity!”
www.lancastermennonite.org
CrossWay Church musicians led us in worship throughout the
day as we sang praises to our God lifting our voices heavenward!

Lancaster (6-12) • Kraybill (PreK-8)
Locust Grove (PreK-8) • New Danville (PreK-6)
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closetohome/guides.html Each pamphlet .75 from www.mpn.net. (young adult—adult)

CHURCH
life
����������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
calls per Mennonite household per year) at
����������������������������������������������������
Mennonite Mutual Aid (toll-free): 877-8090039.
�����������������������������������������������������������������������
Services
...

Mennonite Church USA 		

				

Mennonite
Church USA,
an Anabaptist
denomination
with more
than 109,000
members
in 939
congregations
located in
44 states,
strives to
bring Christ’s
healing and
hope to others
by identifying
and joining
God’s work in
the world.
Items on
this page
originated
and are
available from
Mennonite
Church
USA and its
agencies.
Questions
may be sent to
ACC’s Resource
Advocate at:
ra@atlanticoast
conference.net
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Close to Home Series (pictured above)
is a collection of brochures for church
members to distribute to friends, or can
also be used in a small group Bible Study.
Free study guides are available online at:
www.faithandliferesources.org/supplies/
closetohome/guides.html. Each pamphlet
costs $.75 from www.mpn.net. (Conestoga
Mennonite Church placed these brochures in
racks in both the mens’ and ladies’ restrooms
rather than in the visible lobby.)
Relate is an Anabaptist youth ministry
resource (newsletter) for youth pastors,
youth sponsors, and lay leaders. This free
HTML newsletter features Bible studies,
discussion guides, and activities for use with
youth and young adults. From Mennonite
Mission Network, find this at: www.
mennonitemission.net/Work/Service/Relate

Saving the Seasons, How to Can, Freeze,
or Dry Almost Anything: Hot off the

press on May 1, 2010, this new book is
already a “hit” as persons think ahead to
preserve food for use all year long.
Published by Mennonite Publishing
Network for $24.99, it is available at
www.mpn.net

Mennonite Learning Network

This idea of establishing a Shared Distance
Learning System for Mennonite education is
being discussed. Stay tuned for more!

Congregational Budgeting Packet is a
resource to assist congregational treasurers
and finance committees as they work on an
annual congregational spending plan. This
packet is available in Spanish (Paquete_
de_Presupuesto_Congregational.pdf )
and English (Congregational_Budgeting_
Packet_2010.pdf ).
I & 2 Timothy, Titus is the 22nd and

Everence: What has been MMA

(Mennonite Mutual Aid) is receiving a
new name! In fact, Mennonite Financial
Federal Credit Union is also changing its
name to Everence Federal Credit Union.
These changes will take place November
1, 2010. “Everence is a reminder of words
like reverence, forever, permanence, and
everlasting,” MMA’s president Larry Miller
said. “It is also a reminder of our foundation
of faith and our connection to the church,
which is extremely important to us and is
not changing.”

Money: Questions on student loans, money
management, budgeting, credit reports,
improving credit scores, debt repayment
options, mortgage financing, vehicle loans—
all can be answered by counselors (six free

newest volume in the “Believers Church Bible
Commentary.” Written by Lancaster-native
Paul M. Zehr, it shares the Apostle Paul’s
instructions to Timothy and Titus with
interpretations for us today.

Mennonite Church USA Resource
Advocates from 19 of the 21 conferences in

Mennonite Church USA attended a retreat
from February 26-28, 2010, in Baltimore,
Md. ACC’s advocate Lois Ann Mast attended
and is really excited about sharing resources
on Mennonite Church USA and its agencies: Mennonite Mutual Aid (now Everence),
Mennonite Publishing Network, Mennonite
Mission Network, and Mennonite Education
Agency. Questions on any resource materials or opportunities may be sent to Lois Ann
Mast at: ra@atlanticcoastconference.net

CHURCH
life

Sisters’ Day Café at Emmanuel
On

March 13, women of different conferences, congregations, backgrounds, and ages
gathered as sisters in Christ at Emmanuel
Mennonite Church in Reinholds. Kathy
Weaver-Wenger, Beth Parson, and “ The
Slow Roasted Harmonies” were part of a
morning focused on the power of sisters
sharing their stories. We examined the

importance of sharing honestly and truthfully in safe, sacred spaces, and revealing to
others the movement of God in our lives.
There was freedom to express our stories in
written words, art, and conversation. This
special Sisters’ Day Café was filled with the
fragrant aroma of God’s Spirit and love.
- Beth Parson, Emmanuel Mennonite

We examined
the importance
of sharing
honestly and
truthfully
in safe, sacred
spaces . . .

ACC Ministry Transitions
Jon Carlson (Lyn)

began serving as a pastor
intern at Oley Valley
Mennonite Church
as of January 1, 2010.
Jon’s service exploring
pastoral ministry will be
under the supervision
of Conference Minister
Graham Cyster and Pastor Steve Musselman. Jon and Lyn are members
of the Zion Mennonite Church, Birdsboro, Pa.

Dwight Rohrer

( Jennifer) was licensed
toward ordination on
February 28, 2010, as
Associate Pastor of
Youth Ministry at the
Neffsville Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, Pa.
Dwight has served as
youth director at Neffsville since January 1999.
~ Warren L. Tyson, Executive Conference 		
Minister, Forest Hills Mennonite

The ACC Ministerial Leadership Committee (MLC)
visited New York City on April 10, 2010, to interview
ministry licenses for Pastor Confesor Linares as pastor at First Mennonite Church and Sonni Carrion as a
member of the New York City Oversight Ministry Team,
a jointly-sponsored ministry team with ties to Atlantic
Coast and Lancaster Mennonite Conferences. Pictured
above are (first row, left to right): Nicolas Angustia
(NYC Oversight Ministry Team [OMT] Leader, also
pastor at United Revival Mennonite Church, Brooklyn,
a Lancaster Conference church); Samuel Walters (MLC
member); Sonni Carrion (First MC, member of OMT);
Miledys Linares (Pastor Linares’ wife), Confesor Linares (First MC pastor); Marilyn Beam (MLC member).
Second row, left to right: Warren Tyson (ACC Executive
Conference Minister, MLC member); Andres Carrion
(Sonni Carrion’s husband); Steve Musselman (MLC
Secretary); Jane Peifer (MLC chair); and John Weber
(ACC moderator, MLC member).

The NYC
Oversight Ministry
Team provides
oversight for the
nine Lancaster
Conference
congregations
and six ACC
congregations
in NYC. The
commissioning
service for
this Oversight
Ministry Team
was held on April
23 in Brooklyn.
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News &
Notes

Summer Day Camps

This summer Lancaster Mennonite School will
hold numerous sports camps, plus enrichment
opportunities in painting, mixed media art,
culinary arts, math SAT prep, middle school
drama, sewing/crafts, and spiritual fitness. For
a listing/application, go to www.lancastermennonite.org/camps, or call (717) 299-0436, ext.
310.

LMS New Principal

Lancaster Mennonite School recently named
Elvin Kennel, Parkesburg, as principal of the
Lancaster Campus, effective July 1. The Lancaster Campus serves 790 students in grades
6-12. Steve Geyer, Lancaster, is serving the
campus as interim principal.

Elvin Kennel

MCC is 90 Years Old

MCC is hosting a conference marking its 90th
anniversary on June 13-14, at the MCC Meeting Place in Akron, Pa. Entitled, “A Table of
Sharing,” the conference includes presentations
by Donald Kraybill, Nancy Heisey, Stanley
Green, and others. The conference is free and
open to the public, but registration is required.
More information is available at mcc.org/atableofsharing or by calling 717-859-1151.

tember 14-16, 2010, and February 15-17, 2011,
at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center. Spaces
are limited; register now to reserve your place for
a life-changing experience. Call 800-839-1021 or
check out the web site at: Laurelville.org.

Conestoga Mennonite, 1760-2010

Conestoga Mennonite Church turns 250 years
old this year! On September 24-26, 2010, the
congregation is inviting persons to join them in
celebrating God’s faithfulness since 1760 when
the first Amish-Mennonite families moved
to the Morgantown and Elverson area. With
the theme of “CMC: 250 Years of Following
Christ,” there will be fieldtrips offered locally as
well as a day-long fieldtrip to northern Berks
County where the first families came from to
start the Conestoga Mennonite Church. For
over 100 years, these early families worshipped
in each others’ homes until 1882 when the first
meetinghouse was built. John Roth, historian/
theologian from Goshen College will serve as
the keynote speaker with previous members
also participating throughout the weekend.
Everyone is invited to attend and celebrate with
ACC’s oldest congregation this fall!

Radical Journey

Thinking about what is ahead this fall? Are
you a young adult interested in discovering
more about God, yourself, and others? Would
you like to be part of a team that invests a year
serving and learning together in a cross-cultural setting? Are you someone who enjoys a challenge and takes initiative to build relationships?
Radical Journey may be just what you’re looking for! To learn more about Radical Journey,
view location descriptions, or apply now for the
2010-2011 year, visit Service.MennoniteMission.net or e-mail KayS@MennoniteMission.net

Laurelville Mennonite Church Center

Learn how to lead from within at the “ValuesBased Leadership Program,” an educational
opportunity sponsored by the Institute for
Anabaptist Leaders. At VBLP, you will enjoy
building relationships with other leaders
from various settings, discovering your own
strengths and weaknesses, and how to utilize
your experiences for the good of your business,
institution, or organization. A two-session
program, 2010-11 offerings take place on Sep-
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IN CONCERT

May 21 at 7:00 p.m.
Hopewell Mennonite Church
45 South 6th St., Reading, Pa.
News, notes, and announcements may be sent to
Currents editor, Lois Ann Mast, 219 Mill Road,
Morgantown, PA 19543, or e-mailed to:
currents@atlanticcoastconference.net

Fresh Water—Running Dry?
Is your church out of ideas for attracting
(or keeping) young adults?
I suspect that quite a few
congregations would say yes. You might
have added more contemporary music,
planned a coffee house, or even dropped
“Mennonite” from the name of your
church to appeal to folks who think
Mennonites are a bunch of stodgy old
sticks in the mud.
But, in spite of your efforts, the
stream from the youth group to adult
church-goers seems to have dried up.
Has it—or are you digging a stream
bed without first locating a spring?
Have you tried looking inward,
rather than copying other churches’
methods?
Examine the ministries that your
congregation already does well, and then
invite young adults to join in. If you have
kids’ clubs on a Wednesday evening, ask
a young adult to share a hobby. If your
facility hosts a lot of weddings, invite a

young adult to learn the sound system—
it will provide a break for the regular
sound tech and extra cash for the young
adult.
My point is that churches should
not go to extremes to attract a specific
group, because Christ does not separate
us into categories by age or marital
status.
Find your congregation’s gifts and
develop them further. When an event
or program excites people, others will
want to be a part of it, too. The leaders’
task is to draw in every person who
can contribute, whether young adult or
empty-nester.

LEADERSHIP
OPENINGS
FOR MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE PROGRAMS
MCC REPRESENTATIVE IN ASIA:

BANGLADESH in Dhaka (June 2010)
MCC REPRESENTATIVES IN AFRICA:

BURKINA FASO in Ouagadougou (Jan. 2011)
CHAD in N’Djamena (Jan. 2011)
ETHIOPIA in Addis Ababa (Jan. 2011)
MOZAMBIQUE in Beira (Jan. 2011)
MCC REPRESENTATIVE IN THE MIDDLE EAST:

LEBANON AND SYRIA in Beirut (June 2011)
MCC REPRESENTATIVE IN EUROPE:

SOUTHEAST EUROPE in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina (June 2011)
FOR ASIA AND AFRICA, CONTACT BECKY STAHLY: rss@mcc.org
FOR MIDDLE EAST AND EUROPE, CONTACT MARSHA JONES: mgj@mennonitecc.ca

FRESH
Water

Jessica Shirk

Created 2 Praise (photo of
pottery class above) is a creative
arts day camp hosted by Neffsville Mennonite Church. This is a
fantastic opportunity for children
to discover their hidden talents
or further develop the many gifts
they have by taking classes like
foreign languages, archery, team
building, Chinese cooking, and
many more! The camp runs from
Monday, July 26 to Friday, July 30
and is open to all children entering grades 4-9. Time each day is
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please visit
www.neffmc.org for registration
or call 717.569.0012 x1

Currents
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Connections
Send births,
marriages, and
deaths to:
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543
currents@atlantic
coastconference.
net

Events
& More

Events
may be sent
to:
Currents Editor:
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown,
PA 19543
or e-mailed to:
currents@
atlanticcoast
conference.net

Births
Nazeir Figueroa born April 3,
2010, son of Kakira Sudler
(Zion Mennonite).
Mikayla Grace Gehman born
April 3, 2010, dau. of Seth and
Marie Gehman (Zion Mennonite).
Mark Jerald Petersheim born
March 14, 2010, son of Michael
and Elizabeth (Mast) Petersheim
(Conestoga Mennonite).
Wade Marshall Umble born
March 29, 2010, son of Brandon
and Rhonda Umble (Maple Grove
Mennonite).

May 7-8
Fest and Auction
Friendship Community
Lititz, Pa.
Chicken BBQ, music,
Hot air balloon rides
717-656-2466, x165
May 7-8
Benefit Auction and
Pig Roast
Kraybill Mennonite
School
717-653-5236
May 10
Alzheimer’s Caregivers
Support Group
Concord Room
Garden Spot Village
9:30 a.m.
717-355-6076
jmorton@gardenspot
village.org
May 13
CanSurmount
Support Group
Village Square
Board Room
6:30-7:30 p.m.
717-355-6259
jshaffer@gardenspot
village.org
May 14-16
Weekend Workshop
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
Join Ted & Co. Theater
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EXPLORING THE LANDS OF
				
THE BIBLE

September 15 - October 4, 2011

Request the five-page color itinerary to tavel where Paul, John,
Peter, Philip, Luke, Timothy, Silas, Titus, and Lydia walked
in Turkey, Greece, Macedonia, and Italy.
~ Mennonite Family History Tours ~
219 Mill Road, Morgantown, PA 19543 • mast@masthof.com • 610-286-0258

Works for drama and
Biblical retelling.
800-839-1021
Laurelville.org
May 15
Black Rock Retreat
50th Benefit Auction
Quarryville Fairgrounds
9:00 a.m.
www.blackrockretreat.
com
May 15
Nite of Music
Community Mennonite
Church of Lancaster
is sponsoring this at
Akron Mennonite
7:00 p.m.
May 16
Spring Open House
Spring Concert
Lancaster Mennonite
School
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Concert at 3:00 p.m.
May 24
Parkinson’s Support
Concord Room
Garden Spot Village
2:00 p.m.
717-355-6259
jshaffer@gardenspot
village.org
May 25
Home School Outdoor

Education Day
Black Rock Retreat
Quarryville, Pa.
8:30 a.m.
717-529-3232
www.blackrockretreat.
com/homeschool
June 3
No Longer Alone
Ministries PATHS
to Discovery
630 Janet Ave.
3:00-4:00 p.m.
June 4
Landis Homes Benefit
Golf Tournament
Foxchase Golf Club
717-509-5490
giftplanning@
landishomes.org
June 27
No Longer Alone
Ministries Family
Support Group
Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church
1865 Fruitville Pike
Lancaster, Pa.
3:00 p.m.
July 1
No Longer Alone
Ministries PATHS
to Discovery
630 Janet Ave.
3:00-4:00 p.m.

July 25
No Longer Alone
Ministries Family
Support Group
Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church
1865 Fruitville Pike
Lancaster, Pa.
3:00 p.m.
September 13
Black Rock Retreat’s
Benefit Golf Outing
Par Line Golf Course
Elizabethtown, Pa.
717-529-3232
September 17 or 18
Black Rock Retreat’s
9th Annual
Bike-a-Thon
Ride from Black Rock
to Rehoboth, Del.
www.blackrockretreat.
com/bikeathon
October 18, 2010
Women and Preschool
Assembly
Speaker: Loice Oobi
Byler
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Strasburg Mennonite
Cost: $10.00
717-293-9852
high852@verizon.net

“Treasures”
Jesus said, as recorded in Matthew 6:19-

21, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
For me, that last sentence is the most
convicting and it implies that whatever we
value, in turn owns us. The things we treasure,
adore, cradle lovingly, dwell on; they lay claim
to not only our time, but also our hearts, and
our lives.
What do you cling to? What are you
attached to? What do you perceive an
unquenchable need for?
Certainly the most obvious dangers of
such allegiance-devouring attachments are
possessions. Though it is the most obvious
meaning of the passage, what if we extend
this to apply to any and all attachments:
relationships, vocational passions, addictions
small and large, ideas or ideologies? All of
these can and will subtly become things to
which we are attached, unless our grip on
them is looser than our grip on Jesus.

Is the grip on our
“treasures” tighter than
our grip on Jesus?
The origin of the word “attach” essentially
means to stake or nail something to another
thing. Are we then nailed to people, things,
and ideas, or are we nailed to Jesus? The
metaphors here surrounding crucifixion and
Jesus as well as the Apostle Paul’s reflections
on death to self are rich enough to write a
book about.
Many of our treasures are worth
treasuring and may be positive and life-giving.
I treasure my children, and I should hope
God is okay with that, but do I treasure them
so much that they own my heart more than
Jesus does? That thought is complicated and

I admit it makes me squirm a bit, but Jesus
has some uncomfortably harsh things to say
in the gospels about even these most sacred
attachments.
A few months ago, I spent
more money than I anticipated (and
more than I prepared my wife for)
to restore my electric guitar and
amplifier to excellent condition. Upon
bringing them home, and using them
in a recording session, I was so excited
that I found myself having a giddy
romance with these objects that have
been part of my life for a very long
time. In that moment, harmless as it
may seem, I was adhered, attached,
staked to those objects.
Janis Joplin wailed like no one else could
about attachment to a romance gone bad, and she
illustrated this sense of ownership that one gives
to a person or thing to which they are attached.
She sang to the lover who jilted her in some way,
“Come on, take another little piece of my heart
now baby . . . you know you got it, if it makes you
feel good.” So many things make us feel good,
thereby securing our need of them, and so they
take another little piece of our hearts.
What does attachment to Jesus, putting
all other attachments at risk of de-tachment,
look like? I’m not sure if I know, or that I am
confident enough to tackle that altogether, but I
think the question is worth asking.
What if we treasured Jesus and the
Kingdom He preached; the kingdom which is
“at hand” when we choose to embody it?
What if we handled Jesus Himself,
illuminated through His teachings and shot
through with the mystery and power of the
Holy Spirit as if it were indeed the pearl of
great price?
What if we mustered the obedience to
sacrifice all in order to find it? We will then
enter the humble pantheon of the blessed in the
beatitudes, shedding treasures by placing their
value far below the value of Christ and His
Kingdom.
If and when we can experience the
necessary freedom from these attachments,
then we will experience the blessedness that can
only be found in this seemingly upside down
kingdom.
			
- Keith Wilson
			
ACC Administrative Assistant

Rising
tide

Keith Wilson
and daughter at
the zoo.
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Conference
Related
Ministries
Tel Hai
Retirement
Community
1200 Tel Hai
Circle
P.O. Box 190
Honey Brook,
PA 19344
610-273-9333
(phone)
610-273-4141
(fax)
www.telhai.org
(web site)

Tel Hai’s Annual
Food Drive
Benefits Food Pantry at
Conestoga Mennonite Church
The celebration of National Nutrition Month

on Tel Hai’s campus includes an annual food
drive coordinated by staff dietitian Sybil Oswalt.
This year it occurred from March 8-31, 2010.
Five donation locations were created
to receive gifts of nonperishable food stuffs
including the child day care and Adult Day
Service Centers to encourage participation
by the general public in addition to the “usual”
donations offered by residents and Tel Hai staff.
This year’s theme was “Nutrition From the
Ground Up” which reinforced shopping locally

Day in the Country

Enjoy the Patchwork of Neighborhood Life

Saturday, May 8 • Starting at 10:30 am

Y

ou’re invited
to join us for a
special Day in the
Country Open House
on Saturday, May 8,
starting at 10:30 am,
featuring a Country
Pie Auction, Antique
Cars, Backyard BBQ,
Strawberry Shortcake
in the Friendship
Gardens, Quilt Gallery
and much more! Open
House self-guided
tours will be at 12:00
pm. Also enter to win
a beautiful quilt wall
hanging by a juried
quilter. Drawing at 2:30
pm.
Come spend a Day in the Country with us, tour our
campus and experience Tel Hai for yourself!

Registration is Necessary!
Call 610.273.9333 ext 2144

1200 Tel Hai Circle, P.O. Box 190, Honey Brook, PA 19344

Residential Living, Lakeview Assisted Living, Memory Support
Services, Adult Day Services, Meadows Health Care Center,
Rehabilitation Services, Child Day Care
THR-10008_DayInTheCountryAd_TriCountry--v2.indd 1
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Sybil Oswalt, Tel Hai dietitian, coordinates the annual
food drive as part of the community’s celebration of
National Nutrition Month each March. Baskets for the
donation of nonperishable food items were located in
highly trafficked areas to remind residents and staff to
share with those in need. Outreach to the general public
was also part of this annual activity.

for the freshest foods available and utilizing farm
markets and community-supported agriculture.
An American Dietetic Association’s
spokesperson urged everyone to make “choices
that make your calories count…emphasizing
fruits, vegetables, whole grains, low fat dairy
projects and lean meats.”
At the conclusion of the food drive,
Mrs. Oswalt estimated that 260 pounds of
donated food items were delivered to the
Twin Valley Food Pantry. Now located at
Conestoga Mennonite Church on Main Street in
Morgantown, the food pantry served 56 families
(200 persons) during the month of March 2010
alone.
Tel Hai’s involvement does not stop there,
however. In an effort to support the food pantry’s
services to the public, Tel Hai residents and
a staff member have begun to work as pantry
volunteers in the late afternoon through the
evening on the fourth Tuesday of each month.
The assignment they assume includes set-up,
distribution of food stuffs, and tear-down.
This assistance benefits local families in
Honey Brook and surrounding communities.
Howard Moss, a Tel Hai Board member, offers
leadership for this outreach.
The volunteers, coordinated by Daphne
Dampman Hurst, Director of Volunteer Services,
have expressed their joy in assuming these new
volunteer roles and said, “It was a really good
feeling to help in this way.”

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . .
Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
E-mail: main@blackrock
retreat.com
Web site: www.blackrock
retreat.com
Retreat Facilities for use by churches
and other Christian organizations, a
Summer Camp program for youth,
an Outdoor Education program for
Public & Christian schools, a Challenge Ropes Course, and Exploritas
programs for senior adults.
Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
E-mail: info@campdeerpark.org
Web site: www.campdeer
park. org
A ministry of the New York City
Mennonite churches, founded in
1969. Mission is to empower youth
to serve Christ in the city. Summer
children’s camps.
Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
E-mail: hebron@camp
hebron.org
Web site: www.camphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this
camping and retreat ministry offers a
variety of overnight camps and yearround events for all ages where people
connect with God, nature,
and each other.

focusing particularly where the
church is weak or nonexistent.
Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466
Fax: 717-656-0459
E-mail: gstoltzfus@friendship
community.net
Web site: www.friendship
community.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship
offers residential services, training
in daily living skills, and social
services.
Garden Spot Village
433 S. Kinzer Ave.
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
E-mail: info@gardenspot
village.org
Web site: www.gardenspot
village.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages, Apartments, Assisted Living, Memory
Support, Skilled Nursing
Households, Adult Day Services,
Garden Spot Village At Home,
Center for Health.

Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
E-mail: info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org

Kairos School of
Spiritual Formation
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-669-2957
E-mail: Kairos@
on-the-journey.org
Web site: www.on-thejourney.org
As a Christian organization with
Anabaptist roots, Kairos provides
programs in spiritual formation
and spiritual direction from
September to May in weekend
retreats. Other opportunities
include day retreats and
experiential prayer sessions in
congregational settings.

Eastern Mennonite
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
E-mail: info@emm.org
Web site: www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports more
than 200 workers in 40 countries,

Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751
E-mail: lmhs@lmhs.org
Web site: www.lmhs.org
Mission is to educate and
inspire Mennonite families,
congregations, and the broader

community through promotion of
the history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the
Mennonite expression of the Anabaptist tradition. Offers educational
programs and a library/archives,
bookstore, and museum.
Lancaster Area Council of
Mennonite Schools
(LACMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
LACMS is a geographical organization of elementary and secondary
schools whose adminstrators work
collectively to strengthen the
Mennonite expression of Christian
faith in the schools and who meet
regularly to inspire and resource
one another.
Lancaster Mennonite School
(LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 299-0823
E-mail: thomasjr@lancaster
mennonite.org
Web site: www.lancaster
mennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at four
campuses:
• Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
• Lancaster Campus, 6-12
• Locust Grove Campus, PreK-8
• New Danville Campus, PreK-6
Landis Homes
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
E-mail: info@landishomes.org
Web site: www.landishomes.org
Serving aging adults and their
families by honoring and enriching
their lives in a Christ-like community.
Services include residential living,
assisted living, healthcare, rehab,
adult day care services, special care
for persons with memory loss,
at-home care, and child day care.
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
E-mail: John@laurelville.org
Laurelville.org
Join us to restore your spirit—
naturally.

Mennonite Home
Communities
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
E-mail: mhash@mennonite
home.org
Web site: www.mennonite
home.org
A continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) providing
care to senior adults with a tradition
of care spaning 100 years. Services
include cottage and apartment
residences, assisted living, health
care, and rehabilitative therapies.
No Longer Alone
Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
Fax: 717-390-4894
E-mail: blong@nlam.org
Website: www.nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries, as
an expression of Christ’s love,
provides supportive caring services
to individuals experiencing
significant mental illness and
their families.
Reservoir Hill
House of Peace
(RHHP)
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church
(NBMC) that includes a
Mennonite Voluntary Service unit,
Asylum Seekers Housing Network,
Kids on the Hill, and other community
programs, as well as housing
for residents committed to the
mission of RHHP.
Tel Hai Retirement
Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle, P.O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
E-mail: jswartz@telhai.org
Web site: www.telhai.org
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited,
nonprofit provider of services for
senior adults. For over 50 years, they
have provided health care, housing,
and services to enhance residents’
quality of life in cottage and apartment
residences, assisted living, Adult Day
Services, health care,
and rehabilitative therapies.
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The ACC
Spring Assembly

“Love the Lord
your God with
all your heart,

The April 17 ACC Spring Assembly was held at CrossWay
Church in Ocean City, Md.
As one of ACC’s current 34
congregations, CrossWay was
a wonderful host for a day of
fellowship and discussion.

How do our “neighbors”
know that we love God?

and with all
your soul,
and with all your

strength, and
with all your

mind; and
Love your
neighbor as
yourself.”
Luke 10:27

This

question was repeatedly asked at the
April 17, 2010, ACC Spring Assembly at
CrossWay Church in Ocean City, Md., where
representatives from ACC congregations
gathered for fellowship, business discussion, and
to study God’s Word.
		 Ervin Stutzman, Mennonite Church
USA Executive Director, spoke several times.
Well, actually, Ervin corrected us by saying
that the Holy Spirit is the Executive Director
of MC USA, and he is just the Executive
Director of the MC USA staff.
		 Participants were inspired by the
warm fellowship of “connecting” with
others across the broader church. The entire
afternoon session was led by Lee Leever,
John Powell, and Ervin Stutzman, all from
Mennonite Church USA. Lee Leever is ACC’s
Denominational Minister, and John Powell

is Director for U.S. Ministries, Mennonite
Mission Network. (John Powell’s grandfather
and great-grandmother were being sold at a
slave auction when news of the abolition of
slavery arrived and halted the auction.)
Afternoon table groups dwelled on Acts
9:10-19 as we read the verses together and
discussed it three different times asking:
“What is God doing in this Scripture, and
what is God doing now in our congregations?
Resulting comments: “Powerful
men need to humble themselves.”
“Experimentation is a gift.” “To be missional
means to get out of one’s comfort zone.”
“God is in the healing business.” “It is better
to verbalize our doubts, because it is then
that we recognize the ‘poop in our diaper.’”
“Missional people need to argue with God.”
“We are a ‘sent’ people to get the ‘hell’ out of
people.”
The 106-page 2009 Annual Report was
distributed to each participant. Overflowing
with reports, my favorite were the reports
submitted by each ACC congregation. Ask
your congregational delegate for a copy of the
2009 Annual Report to read these informative
and life-producing summaries of God at
work!
ACC business for the day:
• The Nickels for Neighbors offerings in
2010 will go to Black Rock Retreat’s summer
camp scholarships, and MOOS (Mornings
on Orange Street) sponsored by Community
Mennonite Church of Lancaster.

Table discussions evolved into group discussions. Here
Sandra Perez from Manhattan Mennonite makes a point.
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