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Above: Each day, Mennonite
World Conference will begin
and end with singing—by the
thousands of attendees, as
well as by international choirs.
Credit: Merle Good.

Highlights

Anabaptists
Will Gather From All Over the Globe
Storytelling and meditations at MWC will be shared by
speakers from all of the continents. Credit: Merle Good.

On July 21-26, 2015, Anabaptists from all

1 Fellowshipping together
at Mennonite World
Conference

6 Sister Care in South
America

12 Philadelphia Mennonite
School

Conference.” Where there is persecution,
a refugee exodus, or over-saturation of
over the globe will gather for the Mennonite
mission or service workers, MWC steps
World Conference (MWC) Assembly in
in. It uses its local connections to mobilize
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Held on rotating
global sharing and directs resources to best
continents every six years, this event brings
meet local needs. It also
together thousands of the
initiates dialogue with
1.7 million global members
What is a Mennonite World
other world denominations
of the Mennonite/
Conference Assembly?
to find common interests
Brethren family for a week
and ways to work together.
of worship, learning, and
A reunion of the AnabaptistMWC is not another
experiencing faith from the
Mennonite family worldwide,
agency; it does not own
perspective of a multitude
usually held every six years,
any property; it has only
meeting on one of the major five
of diverse cultures.
continents
on
a
rotating
basis.
eight full-time positions.
While next year’s event
During
the
nearly
week-long
It is a movement of
is the first such event in
gathering, attendees engage in
churches looking for ways
North America since 1978,
fellowship, worship, service, and
of working and serving
I found myself unfamiliar
witness. In recent years, a Global
together.
with the purpose and
Youth Summit has preceded the
MWC serves
programs of the global
Assembly. Young adults (ages 18as
the
largest
local
body. I found the idea of
30) gather to experience the
congregation
by
developing
being a member of such a
global church and to develop a
strong
connections
global body very distant.
network of relationships, prayer
between worldwide
In July I had the
partners, and co-workers in Christ.
agencies and individual
good fortune of meeting
church families, hence
César García, General
the
purpose
for
regular
assemblies. In July
Secretary of MWC, and when asked what
2015, representatives of each congregation,
the organization does, he replied that,
conference, and agency, are invited to gather
“Mennonite World Conference wants to be
for worship, service, resourcing, and discussion
the biggest local congregation. What do local
(continued on page 3)
congregations do? So does Mennonite World
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John Denlinger,
ACC Moderator

In a Perfect World ...
Romans 12: 1-2. I appeal to you…by the

mercies of God to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God…
Do not be conformed to the world…but be
transformed…so that you may discern what is
the will of God…what is good and acceptable
and perfect.
“Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven….” Jesus prayed this prayer with His
disciples as encouragement and hope for them
in their world. Today, uncertainty and chaos
seems to be everywhere in our world and in
the midst of it all, we too pray that God’s will
would be done here on earth and that God’s
Kingdom would come here on earth.
Jesus also asked God ( John 17) to be
with His disciples and care for the disciples as
they were living in the world and yet not fully
a part of the world, just as Jesus was not part
of the world. So there was this daily tension
or act of balancing the world and the kingdom
to come….
In the world in which we live and move
and have our being, I often say or hear it said,
(hopefully / yet not fully believing), well “in a
perfect world,” if this and this could happen,
then this would happen, and then well…the
world would be perfect….
Jesus leaves His disciples with this
mission, “Be the Kingdom of God and share
the Kingdom of God” with others along
the way as you live in the world. Jesus said
that “the world” will come to know you as
followers of Christ, by your “kingdom love”
for each other and for others. And so the
disciples waited and worked faithfully with
daily expectancy that Jesus would come
soon, but not yet. Together they attempted
to discern what would Jesus do, the good,
acceptable and perfect will of God.

Centered in Christ
Building Connections
Sharing God’s Love
Today, we are the body of Christ, the
church. We live in the age of the Spirit, we
too watch and wait and join God at work
living with the promise that Jesus is coming
soon. We too live with our questions and
in faith we believe and discern the good,
acceptable, and perfect will of God done
here on earth. And so we live in confidence
and assurance that the Kingdom is here and
coming, but not yet, not yet. By the Grace of
God, we love the best we can, and this is how
the world knows us, yet we know that we
love imperfectly and see dimly for now. We
all fall short.
Perhaps that phrase or desire of Living
and Being “in a perfect World” is simpler
than we think.
Perhaps it is as simple as believing that
God has created each of us as a perfect gift
and we live into that not knowing fully but
believing and trusting that I am a perfect gift
from God.

By the Grace of God, we “love” the
best we can, and this is how the
world knows us, yet we know that we
“love” imperfectly . . .
In the same way, can I believe and
trust that God has created my neighbor
as a perfect gift too, yet different than me?
Perhaps it is in the journeying together
with God and with each other that we can
begin to experience that perfect world…
step by step…word by word…difference by
difference as we do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly.
Together we can make a difference into
that perfect world. Come will of God—be
done will of God.
- John Denlinger, ACC Moderator, is a member of
Ridgeview Mennonite Church, and is Advancement
Associate at Lancaster Mennonite School.

www.atlanticcoastconference.net

The Event? Mennonite World Conference’s everysix-year Assembly, fondly known as a reunion of
the worldwide Anabaptist-Mennonite family. This
upcoming get-together is called “Pennsylvania 2015.”

World
ConferenCE

Where?The Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex and
Expo Center in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. It is the
first time the event will be held in the eastern U.S. in
MWC’s 90-year history. The Assembly was last in the
U.S. in 1978 in Wichita, Kansas.

MWC leaders join in the kick-off celebration. Left
to right: Vikal P. Rao of India, Assembly Program
Committee; Liesa Unger of Germany, MWC’s
Chief International Events Officer; and César
García of Colombia, MWC’s General Secretary.

What will happen at PA 2015?
~ Each day will begin with singing, led by a
multinational worship team, with music from all
continents.
~ Each morning one of MWC’s four
Credit: Merle Good.
Commissions (Faith and Life, Missions, Peace, and
Deacons) will present, and a young adult, selected by
with their counterparts from around the world.
the Young Anabaptist group, will respond.
These gatherings break down preconceived
~ Everyone attending will join a small multinotions as we meet real people and form us into
cultural group of 15-20 people for fellowship and a
a global community of faith.
deeper discussion on the morning theme. The same
As members of the Mennonite/Brethren
groups will continue to meet throughout the week—
church in and around Pennsylvania, we have
a great opportunity for visiting and discovering new
relationships.
a great opportunity and responsibility to
~ Afternoons will be filled with workshops,
host next year’s important event. There are
service opportunities, local tours,
many needs to make this
sports activities, and performances
Assembly successful and
Who is Included in
and exhibits in the Global Church
many opportunities for
Mennonite World Conference?
Village.
each of us to get involved.
~ Each continent will
You can volunteer before or
• 1.2 million baptized members
contribute to each evening
during next summer’s event,
of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
worship service, which will include
churches around the world.
pray for those struggling
testimonies, singing, prayer, and
(There are a total of 1.7 million in the
to obtain visas for travel to
times of encouragement.
family, but not all are MWC members.)
the U.S., contribute funds
~ PA 2015 will include a
to help both our global
children’
s program and a youth
• 101 national conferences
program
(ages 18 and under).
and local members afford
(about 9,500 congregations)
After morning singing, youth will
to participate, or host
• located in 83 countries
meet for their own presentations,
individuals or groups in
discussions, and service projects.
• 78% of baptized believers in
your home during their stay.
MWC member churches are
As hosts, we want to share
Why should you plan to attend?
African, Asian, or Latin American.
our finances and hospitality,
~ Because this usually is a
but also the historical
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
richness and connection to the Anabaptist
experience worship with our global Anabaptist family
faith that this area provides. As Cesar Garcia
on our own continent.
mentioned in my time with him, we want to
~ Because it is relatively inexpensive to attend,
make this Assembly as accessible to as many
compared to the next Assembly, scheduled for 2021 in
as possible to let the world see the Mennonite
Indonesia.
~ And mostly because worship with our sisters
Church authentic.
and brothers from all over the world will feed and
For more information about the 2015
nourish our souls and faith for years to come. This will
MWC Assembly, go to www.mwc-cmm.org/
be a a taste of heaven as we worship the Lamb of God
pa2015
in many languages and cultures.
~ Brook Musselman, Conference Coordinator

Mennonite
World
Conference
is a
communion
of
Anabaptistrelated
churches,
linked to one
another in a
worldwide
community
of faith for
fellowship,
worship,
service,
and witness.
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ACC
Fall
Assembly

A Recommendation From ACC’s Executive Committee
on Frazer Mennonite Church’s Membership Request
Building upon the work of congregations, delegates,
and the facilitation team and given that . . .

ACC Fall
Assembly
is at
Blossom Hill
Mennonite
Church
on
October 25
9:00-4:00

Theme:
Let There
Be Light:
Celebrating
the Glory of
God Shining
Among Us

For it is the
God who said,
“Let light
shine out of
darkness,” who
has shone in
our hearts to
give the light of
the knowledge
of the glory of
God in the face
of Jesus Christ.
2 Cor. 4-6
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1. Frazer Mennonite Church (FMC) has met all
of the requirements of Mennonite Church USA’s
(MCUSA) guidelines to transfer membership from
one area conference to another.
2. FMC meets the requirements of membership
as stated in ACC’s bylaws. This was affirmed by
delegates granting FMC associate membership
which has identical requirements as full membership as listed below:
a. The existence of a recognized body of 		
		 members.
b. An adequate leadership structure that
		 supports the operations of a viable 		
		 congregation.
c. A willingness to embrace the current 		
		 Confession of Faith of Mennonite Church
		 USA as a guiding framework for ministry
		 and relationship.
d. A commitment to giving and receiving
		 counsel from the conference and/or its
		 constituent congregations.
e. A readiness to share responsibly in the
		 program of the Conference with interest,
		 prayers, personnel and funds. (from the
		 ACC Bylaws, revised Oct. 2011)
3. MCUSA and ACC give congregations
authority in discerning matters of congregational
membership. This is part of ACC’s history and
stated in MCUSA’s Membership Guidelines:
a. “Congregations have the authority to
		 determine the criteria and the responsibility
		 to implement the process for membership
		 of persons joining their congregation, as well
		 as leaving. They do so in consultation with
		 their area conference and in consideration of
		 expectations for membership in Mennonite
		 Church USA.” (from MCUSA’s Membership
		 Guidelines (Approved by the Nashville 2001
		 Delegate Assembly July 5, 2001, Distributed
		 as an administrative update to the Delegate
		 Assembly July 2013)
We encourage congregations to continue gracefilled, Spirit-led conversations about areas in which
we are not in full agreement.
In light of the above, the Executive Committee
recommends that delegates:
Move to accept Frazer Mennonite Church
as a full member congregation of ACC
This recommendation emerged in consultation with
pastors and credentialed leaders, and will be voted
on at Fall Assembly on October 25, 2014.

Observations From
The Facilitation Team
Observation 1 - Evidence of Diversity: ACC
reflects the full spectrum of theological and
ideological convictions regarding how churches
should respond to LGBTQ individuals.
Observation 2 - Lack of Dominant Perspective:
People holding to progressive, traditional, and
centrist viewpoints have each expressed a sense
that their perspective is a minority viewpoint
within ACC.
Observation 3 - Complexities of Diversity and
Cultural Implications: ACC embraces cultural
and racial diversity which has implications in how
we worship and express ourselves. This may mean
that not all voices are heard or expressed equally.
Observation 4 - Lack of Consensus: The recent
focus on the subject has not, as of now, led to any
emerging consensus position on how churches
should respond to LGBTQ individuals.
Observation 5 - Importance of Scripture:
Individuals of varying schools of thought are
committed to being led and guided by Scripture.
Different interpretive approaches lead to differing
conclusions and applications.
Observation 6 - Support for Polity: Most ACC
congregations and leaders continue to value the
polity of congregational autonomy, although
some struggle with the application of that polity
to this present challenge.
Observation 7 - Awareness of History: Our
Conference has a history of formal documents
that reflect a traditional position, but also has a
history of diversity of practice with this subject.
Observation 8 – Challenges for Frazer: Frazer
Mennonite Church has been placed in a difficult
position, being examined for this one issue while
articulating a position that is shared by other
longstanding member congregations of ACC
Observation 9 - Desire for Unity: Delegates,
and pastors, and laity continue to cherish the
relationships they have with each other through
ACC, and want to see those relationships
continue and deepen.

Time to Fill MCC Grocery Bags Again
Each year at ACC’s Fall Assembly in

October, ACC partners with Mennonite
Central Committee to fill and distribute
bags of groceries to those in need in the
cities of New York and Philadelphia.
Fred Kauffman, MCC program
coordinator in Philadelphia recently
remarked that the grocery bag sharing
project is an “act of compassion and
Christian concern, and an act of
confession. We live in a nation that
has plenty of food for everyone, and
the fact that many people do not have
enough to eat means that there is
something very unjust in the way the
world works.”

The Nickels for Neighbors grant

this year goes to the MOOS program
in downtown Lancaster. Community
Mennonite Church and Covenant
United Methodist Church jointly run
this program to care for inner-city
elementary school students from 7:00
to 8:00 am before school begins each
school-day morning. The program helps
develop relational skills and provides

Serving
together

Grocery bags are provided to each
ACC congregation and should be filled
and brought to the October 25 Assembly
at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church. On
the front of each bag is listed the items
needed to fill it. Please use a second bag to
provide extra strength; bags tear easily
under the weight of the food.
The MCC collection truck will also
be available at Neffsville Mennonite on the
evening of October 24 for the Mennonite
Women’s Multi-Generational Dinner.
From the Assembly, some bags will be
taken directly to New York City for
distribution by attending delegates.
~ Brook Musselman, Conference Coordinator

activities and a snack for students. It
is an outreach for the churches into
their community, and it gives the kids a
positive place to go. All money collected
for Nickels for Neighbors this year will
go to MOOS. Churches are encouraged
to collect money, especially nickels,
dimes, and quarters, from the kids, from
now until ACC’s Fall Assembly when all
the money will be turned in.

Children
in the
MOOS
program in
downtown
Lancaster.
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News &
Notes

Women at the
Argentina Sister
Care seminar
join in prayer.

News, notes, and
announcements
may be sent to
Currentsseditor,
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown,
PA 19543; or
e-mailed to:
currents@
atlanticcoast
conference.net
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Global Youth Summit (ages 18+) is

an international young adult convention
planned on July 17-19, 2015, meeting three
days before Mennonite World Conference.
The GYS will be held at Messiah College,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., with the theme ”Called
to Share: My Gifts, Our Gifts.”

ACC has 		
					
					
connected and
					
continues to
					
connect with
					
our Mennonite
					
brothers and sisters
					
in Argentina, so
					
it was with joy 		
					
that we heard
					
that Sister Care
took it’s seminar there in August, along
with a grant of $250 from ACC towards
the expenses of this mission outreach.
Comments of appreciation included, “I will
always remember this retreat as the place I
found healing for things that I thought I had
dealt with but I discovered they still caused
me pain. I have been very edified. Thank you
for teaching us to heal ourselves by God’s
love so that we can share God’s love with
others.” “[The workshop] was beautiful and
practical and I enjoyed it. You helped us to
grab onto the blessing of healing that God
has for us.”
Mennonite Church USA convention in
Kansas City, Mo., is scheduled for June 30July 5, 2015, with the theme: “On the Way.”
Inspired by Luke 24, Kansas City worship
services will focus on faith formation and
ways we encounter God on our journeys.
Registration will open on January 15, 2015.
For more information, go to www.
mennoniteusa.org/convention.
Mennonite World Conference

registration opened on August 20, 2014.
Go to mwc-cmm.org/pa2015 for
registration materials. Joanne Dietzel, a
member of Ridgeview Mennonite and
coordinator of the MWC Prayer Network
commented, “We face two pressing concerns
as hosts of PA 2015. Will all of our sisters
and brothers from the Global South who
want to join the Assembly be able to get

visas to enter the U.S.? And will those of us
who live in North America be willing to offer
hospitality of the heart to our guests? Will we
step out of our overly-busy lives and fully join
the week of worship, fellowship, and service,
from July 21-26 next year?”

AmazonSmile is a new way to support

ACC! For every purchase you make on
Amazon.com, ACC can receive 0.5% of the
total purchase price. Sign up by registering at
smile.amazon.com and register your charity as
“Atlantic Coast Conference of the Mennonite
Church” at Lancaster, Pa.

Left:
Musa
Right:
Lucy

Two young adults, participants of MCC’s
International Volunteer Exchange Program
[IVEP] are attending ACC congregations
this fall. Linlin “Lucy” Wang, from China, is
serving at Diamond Street Early Childhood
Center in Akron, Pa., and is attending Akron
Mennonite Church as she lives with host
family, Debra Raudenbush. Musa Manbefor
Koreri Wambrauw, from Indonesia, is serving
at MCC’s United Nations office, resides at
Menno House and relates to weekend host
family, Tom Glick and Minda Kauffman, while
attending Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship.
Reconcile: Conflict
Transformation for
Ordinary Christians

by John Paul Lederach
serves as a guidebook
for Christians seeking
a scriptural view of
reconciliation and
practical steps for
transforming conflict.
Based on Lederach’s work in war zones on
five continents, this revised and updated book
tells dramatic stories of what works—and
what doesn’t—in entrenched conflicts between
individuals and groups.

Radical Spirituality:

		

Repentance, Resistance, and Revolution
Jason Storbakken, pastor at Radical Living
Community (ACC congregation) and a 2011
Pastoral Study Project grant recipient from Louisville Institute, shares in this article how this grant
resulted in his new book: Radical Spirituality:
Repentance, Resistance, and Revolution that
was released on September 10, 2014, and available through Amazon.com and other sites.

I was raised primarily in the upper midwestern

U.S., spent a decade (from the ages of 17 to
27) meandering cities, cultures, and continents,
and finally settled in the County of Kings (i.e.,
Brooklyn!) where Jesus breathed on me, and
even blessed me with Vonetta, my wife and
co-laborer in Christ. We have two children, a
four-year-old boy and five-year-old girl.
In 2007, Vonetta and I founded Radical
Living (http://www.radical-living.org/), a Christian cohousing community in the BedfordStuyvesant neighborhood of Brooklyn, New
York. Radical Living is a multicultural, intergenerational and ecumenical community of artists,
workers, and students that includes individuals and families. In essence, the Radical Living
community is dedicated to living a meditative,
prophetic and prayerful life, centered in Christ,
engaged in our neighborhood, concerned with
social justice, and led by the Holy Spirit.
I also serve in a full-time capacity as the
Director of Chapel & Compassionate Care at
The Bowery Mission (http://www.bowery.org/)
in the Lower East Side of Manhattan, where I
provide spiritual direction and support to New
York City’s unhoused and food-insecure community.
Radical Spirituality is aimed at followers of
Jesus Christ who seek a deeper, more authentic
spirituality. It is aimed at those who have made
mistakes on their spiritual journey and will undoubtedly take risks and make more mistakes as
they pursue God. This is the story of my pursuit
of God and the cloud of witnesses who have
shaped me. I have had many failings in my life,
and expect more struggles before this life is over,
yet through these obstacles I have encountered
a God who provides redemption and liberation,

light and love to all who humbly, earnestly call
upon the Holy Name. While this book is my
personal story, that is, my testimony of Christ’s
work in my life, it is also a description of the
theology and praxis that I have encountered as a
disciple on the margins of the church as well as
the margins of society.
My spiritual formation has been lush with
contrast. My patrilineal, Anabaptist ancestry
reaches deep into the seventeenth century. I grew
up listening to my grandfather, Elgin Tobias
Tschetter, tell the stories of our distant Hutterite
and Mennonite kin who were hanged, burned
and stoned as martyrs of the faith. Yet I was born
to an unwed, teenage mother, far removed from
the church, and too often I witnessed the brutal
ways she was emotionally and physically abused
by boyfriends, exploited by employers, and limited by society’s structures.
As I came to faith in Christ, I sought to
reconcile my personal experiences and my view
of a church disconnected from those who truly
need her with the teachings of Jesus Christ and
the writings of the Holy Scriptures. It is for that
reason that I have been drawn toward a radical
spirituality. “Radical” merely means “root.”
We must examine our religious heritage
and traditions, grow in knowledge of the saints
who have walked before us, read and re-read the
prophets, psalms, gospels and other holy writings, and reflect upon our own Christian experience and perspective. It is as important to reflect
on the experiences that birthed, shaped and
formed the primitive church as it is to understand the experiences that give meaning to our
own personal spiritual life.
As a result of my work, I learned that the
church in North America is declining, yet new/
ancient models of the church are forming. As
the church changes, it must not abandon the
rich history, tradition, and wisdom which she
holds. For the church to survive, and hopefully
thrive in North America, Christian communities
(churches) will need to move beyond church as
entertainment and toward church as a place of
equipping and engagement.

NEW
BOOK

Author
Jason Storbakken

“I was
surprised
to learn about
changes within
spiritual movement that
seem fairly
subtle but
have profound
influence
on the
spiritual
descendants of
the faith.”
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Connections
Forward
births, marriages,
and deaths to:
currents@atlantic
coastconference.net

Events
& More
Contributions
to this page
may be sent to:
currents@atlantic
coastconference.net
or
Currents Editor
Lois Ann Mast
219 Mill Road
Morgantown, PA
19543

Births

Marriage

Jeremiah Robert Hillegass was
born July 12, 2014, son of John
and Michelle Hillegass (Neffsville
Mennonite).

Death

Mary High (Neffsville Mennonite)
married Adam Sheir on Saturday,
August 23, 2014.

Jade Rose Siegrist was born on
August 1, 2014, daughter of Jeff
and Melissa Siegrist (Ridgeview
Mennonite).

Amanda Smoker Beiler, 92
(Ridgeview Mennonite) died July 3,
2014. She was the daughter of the
late Samuel and Salome Smoker.

Events, births, marriages, and deaths
from your congregation may be sent
to the address on the left column.

October 24, 2014
Leadership Resource Day
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Ridgeview Mennonite
Ruth Haley Barton, presenter, on
“Pursuing God’s Will Together:
A Discernment Practice for
Leadership Groups.” Cost is $60
per person for ACC members,
with discounts available for groups
of four or more. Non-ACC
members will pay $75. Register at:
atlanticcoastconference.net/home/
leadership/

Jessica Crawford
Theme: “Identity Security: Knowing Whose You
Are and Who You Are!”
Register at: atlanticcoastconference.net

October 24, 2014
ACC Mennonite Women
Annual Dinner
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Neffsville Mennonite

ACC Currents accepts advertising from ACC
members and Anabaptist-related organizations at
these rates:
2”x2” size = $50.00
3”x3” size = $75.00
4”x4” size = $100.00
Camera-ready artwork should be sent to mast@
masthof.com along with your name and address so
that an invoice can be mailed.

October 25, 2014
ACC Fall Assembly Celebration
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Blossom Hill Mennonite
A day of worship, fellowship, and delegate
discernment.
Register at: atlanticcoastconference.net

A missional center for Atlantic Coast Conference

$ $ CURRENCY CORNER $ $

PreK & Kindergarten

Elementary

Middle & High School

I belong at Lancaster Mennonite!
Christ-centered • Educational Excellence
Get full information at www. lancastermennonite.org
Drop-in at the Lancaster Campus, October 6, 8:30-10 a.m.
Prospective Student Day, October 13, all campuses
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$

		 June 30 marked the end of the ACC
fiscal year. Overall it was a positive year
from a financial standpoint. Income totaled
$300,830 and expenses were $292,346
resulting in a positive year end balance of
$8,484. This gives us a good start for the
new fiscal year. We depend on the faithful
support of our member congregations as well
as individual supporters of ACC who make it
possible to continue the ministry of Atlantic
Coast Conference. Thank you to all of you for
your generous support this past year.
		
- Ken Martin, ACC Treasurer
		
Forest Hills Mennonite
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Conference
Related
MinistrY
Black
Rock
Retreat
1345
Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA
17566

800-858-9299

www.
blackrockretreat.
com
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Conference
Related
Ministries

No
Longer
Alone
Ministries

Inspired by Christ’s love, No Longer Alone provides
professional services that build hope and empower
individuals and families experiencing mental illness.

Our New Look…
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Tues, October 7th 7:00-8:30pm at Calvary
Church in Lancaster
The National Day of Prayer for Mental
Illness Recovery and Understanding,
Partnering with your Doctor to Manage
Bipolar Illness, Dr Karla Campanella, guest
speaker. Event co-sponsored with H*VMI.
Family Support Group meets 3-5pm,
4th Sunday of month at Rossmere
Mennonite Church.

630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA
17601

Oct 26 – Housing Options: Tips to Prepare
your Loved One for a Change in Living
Arrangement, speaker Steve Dietch, Executive Director of Faith Friendship Ministries.
Nov 23— Practicing Good Self-Care
through the Holidays, speaker Bob Musser,
NLAM Program Director.

The goal for the revitalization of the No Longer Alone brand was to illustrate the journey persons take as they embrace living with their mental
illness. The ﬂower petal shape represents blossoming, growth, hope,
wellness, and new life. As the spiral shape starts small, but grows into
something larger, it indicates the way changes and victories are achieved
in this life-long endeavor. The shapes could also indicate stairs, ascending
on a path towards a goal. The last petal is breaking free to show future
healing and steps toward recovery.
Our updated mission statement (top) describes who No Longer Alone is
and why we exist. It highlights our faithful foundation in Christ, emphasizes our services without focusing on just one program, and explains our
target audience and how we intend to positively impact them.
A brighter future for all who are touched by mental illness. This vision
statement concisely describes the inspirational long-term change that will
result from our work. It draws a hopeful picture of the potential positive
change for those experiencing mental illness who come to No Longer
Alone Ministries.
*We are grateful to the Lancaster County Community Foundation for an Organizational
Fellowship Grant that funded this branding project.

717-390-4891
blong@nlam.org
www.nlam.org

Paths to Discovery Support Group

Encouraging each other on the journey of
recovery from mental illness.
OCT— Tips for When You’re Feeling Down
NOV—Practicing Good Self-Care during the
Holidays.

Client
Christmas
Party!

Oct 2 11:00-12:30pm
630 Janet Ave, Room B103, Lancaster
Oct 8 11:00-12:30 pm
The Salvation Army, Lancaster
Oct 16 6:30-8:00pm
The Factory Ministries, Paradise
Oct 23 6:30-8:00pm

ELANCO Social Services Network, New Holland

Nov 6 11:00-12:30pm
630 Janet Ave, Room B103, Lancaster
Nov 12 11:00-12:30 pm
The Salvation Army, Lancaster
Nov 19 6:30-8:00pm

ELANCO Social Services Network,
New Holland

Nov 20 6:30-8:00pm
The Factory Ministries, Paradise
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If you, your
family, Sunday
School class,
small group, or entire congregation would like to sponsor a client for
Christmas, please contact our oﬃce. Clients ﬁll out wish lists which are
then given to donors. $20 Gift Cards are always popular items; especially
requested places are Sheetz, Turkey Hill, CVS, Kmart, Subway, McDonalds, AC Moore, Giant, etc. Contact Valerie at

A brighter future for all who are touched by mental illness.

ACC Conference Related Ministries . . .
Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone: 800-858-9299
Fax: 717-786-6022
info@blackrockretreat.com
www.blackrockretreat.com
Retreat facilities for churches and other
Christian organizations, a summer
camp program for youth, an outdoor
education program for public & Christian schools, a challenge ropes course,
and road scholar programs for seniors.
Camp Deerpark, Inc.
200 Brandt Road, P.O. Box 394
Westbrookville, NY 12785
Phone: 845-754-8669
Fax: 845-754-8217
info@campdeerpark.org
www.campdeerpark.org
A ministry of the New York City
Mennonite churches, founded in
1969. Mission is to empower youth
to serve Christ in the city. Summer
children’s camps.
Camp Hebron
957 Camp Hebron Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 800-864-7747
Fax: 717-896-3391
hebron@camphebron.org
Web site: www.ca2mphebron.org
Changing lives since 1957, this
camping and retreat ministry offers a
variety of overnight camps and yearround events for all ages where people
connect with God, nature,
and each other.
Choice Books PA
121 S. Main Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3933
Fax: 7171-665-3059
info@pa.choicebooks.org
Web site: www.choicebooks.org
Eastern Mennonite
Missions
53 West Brandt Blvd.
P.O. Box 458
Salunga, PA 17538-0458
Phone: 717-898-2251
Fax: 717-898-8092
info@emm.org
www.emm.org
Equips, sends and supports
almost 200 workers in 39 countries,
focusing particularly where the
church is weak or nonexistent.
Friendship Community
1149 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: 717-656-2466

Fax: 717-656-0459
office@friendshipcommunity.net
www.friendshipcommunity.net
A non-profit, Christian ministry
serving people with developmental
disabilities. Since 1972, Friendship
has offered residential services,
training in daily living skills, and
social services.
Garden Spot Village
433 South Kinzer Avenue
New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-355-6000
Fax: 717-355-6006
info@gardenspotvillage.org
www.gardenspotvillage.org
Carriage Homes, Cottages,
Apartments, Assisted Living,
Memory Support, Skilled Nursing
Households, Adult Day Services,
Garden Spot Village At Home,
Center for Health.
Germantown Mennonite
Historical Trust
6133 Germantown Ave.
Germantown, PA 19144
gmht@meetinghouse.info
www.meetinghouse.info
Site of the first permanent
settlement of Mennonites in
America called “The Gateway
of American Mennonitism,”
through which most North
American Mennonites have
symbolically passed.
Harmonies Music
Ministry
34 W. Eby Road
Leola, PA 17540
Phone: 717-656-2749
office@harmonies.org
www.harmonies.org
Committed to creating new
Christian music resources for the
church worldwide through
performance, resource development,
leadership training, and product
creation.
Kairos: School of
Spiritual Formation
2160 Lincoln Highway East #13
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-669-2957
Kairos@on-the-journey.org
www.on-the-journey.org
Provides programs in spiritual
formation and spiritual direction
from September to May in
weekend retreats. Other
opportunities include day
retreats and experiential prayer
sessions in congregational
settings.

Lancaster Mennonite
Historical Society
2215 Millstream Road
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-393-9745
Fax: 717-393-8751
lmhs@lmhs.org
www.lmhs.org
Educates, inspires, and promotes the
history, beliefs, and lifestyle of the
Mennonite expression of the Anabaptist tradition. Offers educational
programs and a library/archives,
bookstore, and museum.
Lancaster Mennonite School (LMS)
2176 Lincoln Highway East
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: (717) 299-0436
Fax: (717) 509-4088
thomasjr@lancastermennonite.org
www.lancastermennonite.org
Serves over 1,500 students at:
• Kraybill Campus, PreK-8
• Lancaster Campus, 6-12
• Locust Grove Campus, PreK-8
• New Danville Campus, PreK-5
Landis Communities
1001 E. Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Phones: 717-569-3271
717-581-3935
Fax: 717-569-5203
info@landishomes.org
www.landiscommunities.org
Serves aging adults and their families
by honoring and enriching them in a
Christ-like community. Residential
living, assisted living, healthcare,
rehab, adult day care services, special
care for persons with memory loss, athome care, and child day care.
Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 800-839-1021
info@laurelville.org
www.laurelville.org
Conference center specializing in
retreat services and innovative
programming.
Mennonite Home Communities
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-393-1301
Fax: 717-509-2823
mhash@mennonitehome.org
www.mennonitehome.org
A continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) providing
care to senior adults with a
tradition of care spaning 100 years.
Services include cottage and
apartment residences, assisted living, health care, and rehabilitative
therapies.

New Person Ministries
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
Phone: 610-777-2222
info@newperson.org
www.newpersonministries.org
Helps ex-offenders build new lives and
provides community reentry services.
No Longer Alone Ministries
630 Janet Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone: 717-390-4891
Fax: 717-390-4894
blong@nlam.org
www.nlam.org
No Longer Alone Ministries
provides a brighter future for all
who are touched by mental illness.
Philadelphia Mennonite
High School
(now known as The City School)
860 North 24th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130-1996
Phone: 215-769-5363
office@pmhsonline.org
http://pmhsonline.org
Founded in 1997 for grades 9-12
interested in pursuring college.
Reservoir Hill House of Peace
2401 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
An outreach ministry of the North
Baltimore Mennonite Church that
includes a Mennonite Voluntary
Service unit, Asylum Seekers Housing
Network, Kids on the Hill, as well
as housing for residents committed to
the mission of RHHP.
Tabor Community Services
308 East King Street,
PO Box 1676
Lancaster, PA 17608-1676
Phone: 717-397-5182
info@tabornet.org
www.tabor.net
Celebrating 45 years of rebuilding lives
and community by teaching skills to
solve housing and financial problems.
Tel Hai Retirement Community
1200 Tel Hai Circle
P. O. Box 190
Honey Brook, PA 19344
Phone: 610-273-9333
Fax: 610-273-4141
jswartz@telhai.org
www.telhai.org
Tel Hai is a nationally accredited,
nonprofit provider of services for
senior adults. For over 50 years, they
have provided health care, housing,
and services to enhance residents’
quality of life in cottage and apartment
residences, personal care, Adult Day
Services, health care, and rehabilitative
therapies.
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One
Child
at a
Time
The Spruce Hill Campus of The City School.

It is a joy for me to announce that

Thank You
to our friends
at ACC
and everyone
who has
prayed for and
partnered with
Philadelphia
Mennonite
High School
over the
years.

Dr. Moses
(former Principal
of Philadelphia
Mennonite
High School)
is currently the
Community
Liaison & Senior
Advisor to the
Administration at
The City School.
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Philadelphia Mennonite High School
(PMHS) has merged with The City School.
The City School is a K-12 Christian school
in the heart of Philadelphia, committed to
making a Jesus-honoring, college-preparatory
education accessible to families in the city.
Our mission is to train students’ minds,
disciple their hearts, and bring light to the
city—one child at a time. You can see that
we are natural partners in ministry. In fact,
PMHS and The City School have been serving
together since we opened our doors in 1998.
We have exchanged best practices, pursued
dual-enrollment opportunities together,
learned alongside one another at professional
development conferences, and prayerfully
helped each other through seasons of difficulty.
This year it became clear that we could honor
God and serve his people better together than
we ever did apart. So, after months of prayer,
discussion, debate, and careful deliberation, we
are pleased to announce to you that PMHS is
now The City School.
As we grow, our Mennonite heritage
will be honored and will continue to guide
our mission. We will continue to cultivate
relationships in the Mennonite community
and draw inspiration from the rich social and
theological distinctives of the Mennonite
church. As always, our first love and priority is
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
As The City School, we have adopted five
core commitments: to Jesus, the city, shalom,
excellence and accessibility. Our commitment
to shalom, in particular, is inspired by our
Mennonite heritage. The great theme of
peacemaking, which was central to our identity
as PMHS, lives on in this commitment.
Shalom means peace, but it means so much
more: harmony, wholeness, justice, unity, and
completeness.

Jake Becker, Head of School, with elementary school students.

With these commitments guiding the
practical, day-to-day decisions we must make as
educators, I believe our school will continue to
honor the Mennonite tradition as strongly as it
ever has, in new, creative, far-reaching ways.
As The City School, we have been received
as members of the Mennonite Education Agency
(MEA). In addition to strengthening our
relationships in the Mennonite community, MEA’s
Senior Director, Elaine Moyer, is working closely
with us to pilot a program that will allow us to
better serve students with learning difficulties.
We have hired a full-time Learning Support
Coordinator, whose passion for serving students
with learning challenges was a driving force in this
decision. Through this program we will make an
excellent Christian education accessible to more
children who have historically not had access to
good educational options. This is new territory for
us, and it is a testament to the blessings that follow
our decision to grow and merge.
Our high school has been a place of joyful
learning for 16 years, and I can tell you with
full confidence that our students will continue
to thrive in The City School community. Our
current students will join their City School
peers this fall at our Rittenhouse campus, in the
heart of Center City Philadelphia. Many of our
teachers and administrators will join them in this
exciting transition, and I will be serving alongside
them as an advisor and community liaison.
Our beautiful PMHS building is being
transformed into The City School’s second
elementary school campus and will house our
very first pre-school class. Pooling our resources
together, we have taken everything excellent about
our schools and, in unity, submitted it to our
faithful Lord, who continues to bless our mission.
Now, more than ever, we have the
opportunity to bring the kingdom of heaven to
earth, to our city—one child at a time.
					
~ Dr. Barbara Moses

