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A Long Journey of
Reconciliation
By Abigail King
Though it’s been 28 years since tragedy struck Landisville
Mennonite Church, current and former church members
continue to embody the unconditional love of God.
In February of 1991, Clair and Anna May Weaver and their
teenage daughter Kimberly were murdered by their son and
brother, Keith.
In the months following the murders, members of
Landisville Mennonite created the 70x7 Fund as a way to
“help (the church) engage in practical expressions of God’s
love for Keith.”
The 70x7 fund is based on Matthew 18, in which Jesus
calls his disciples to forgive and restore offenders “70 times
seven” times.
The fund pays for Keith’s monthly costs as he serves his
35-70 year sentence at Camp Hill Correctional Institution.
Though Keith has a paying job at the prison, he only makes
$0.42 an hour. With the 70x7 Fund, he is able to purchase
basic care items not supplied by the prison. The donations
also go to pay for Keith’s educational expenses.
While the fund supplies Keith with material needs, four
current and former members of Landisville Mennonite
Church have also developed personal relationships with
him and personally choose to show compassion to him,
despite his previous actions.
Sam Thomas, pastor of Landisville during the time of
the murders, has visited Keith monthly since the tragedy.
Leon and Nancy Stauffer, friends of Clair and Anna May,
manage the 70x7 Fund and visit Keith several times a
year. Ann Martin, Keith’s former Sunday school teacher,
visits him four times a year and gives the church an annual
update on his birthday.

Continued on page 2

For the four, choosing to invest in Keith was an obvious choice. Each
felt called to show compassion and grace.
For instance, Martin said she felt the need to be there for Keith from the
start. “He was so young,” she said. “My kids were the same age and so for
me, it was just my mother’s heart.” Martin said that Keith now feels like a
son to her.
For Thomas, he was spurred by the idea of acting as a conduit for what he
has received.
“There’s something about truly finding love for Keith after quite a
few years,” Thomas said. “I’m sort of surprised at how good it feels
to feel God’s grace and love flow through me.”
Leon said he feels drawn to practice love within his own personal context.
“This is a setting that we have been placed in,” he said. “We need to find a
way to commit to love in the circle that’s touching our lives.”
“This is hopeful,” said Ron Adams, current pastor at Landisville, referring to
the group’s choice to pursue compassion and empathy in a world where it feels
“rare.”
While the Stauffers, Thomas and Martin have forgiven Keith, they realize
forgiveness is a long — and often agonizing — journey. “I don’t have a
whole lot to say about forgiveness to anyone,” Thomas said. “I don’t think it’s
anything the church can demand or really ask people to do.”
The congregants of Landisville were told to take their time to forgive, Nancy
said, and to use each other as support. “We were blessed to have each other
and to be told that,” she said.
Since arriving in jail, Keith has worked on bettering himself. He is currently
pursuing a Master of Science degree in criminal justice. He works as a certified
peer support specialist. He taught himself to play the guitar and now teaches
others. He was even baptized several years after going to prison; he is a
member of Landisville Mennonite Church.
Nancy said that watching Keith’s growth has been one of the most impactful
parts of the past 28 years. He is more responsible, more mature, more aware of
the impact of his actions than he was almost three decades ago.
Keith is able to do this because of the unconditional love and compassion that
he is able to — as he wrote in a letter to his church in March — “enjoy each
day, the happy and sad moments.”
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Summer Reading List

Looking for your next read? These recommended books
on the theme of reconciliation are perfect for last days
of summer. A full description of each is available on the
Currents webpage:
www.atlanticcoastconference.net/currents
Gather at the Table: The Healing Journey of a Daughter of Slavery
and a Son of the Slave Trade by Thomas Norman DeWolf and
Sharon Leslie Morgan
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
Learning from Henri Nouwen and Vincent van Gogh: A Portrait of
the Compassionate Life by Carol A. Berry
The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East
by Sandy Tolan
No Future Without Forgiveness by Desmond Tutu
One Coin Found: How God’s Love Stretches to the
Margins by Emmy Kegler
Revenge: A Story of Hope by Laura Blumenfeld
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Holy Restoration
Elizabeth G. Nissley
For the past eight years, my husband, Ken and
I, have been volunteers with the Pennsylvania
Victim Offender Dialogue Program, operated
under the Pennsylvania Office of Victim
Advocate. Victims of violent crimes may
request to participate in a process that
prepares them and the offender (if he/she is
willing) to meet and talk about what happened
between the victim, their loved one and the
person who perpetrated a crime. Most of
these face-to-face meetings take place in the
prison where the offender is incarcerated and
may occur years after the event, in one case,
50 years after the murder.
As volunteers, we always work in pairs
completing multiple preparatory meetings
with both the victim and the
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offender before bringing them together. Ken
and I have been able to work together in many
different situations.
Several years ago, we traveled to Florida to
meet with and prepare the mother of a young
woman who had been murdered by a young
man who was a family friend. We then had
several meetings in prison with the young
man. Finally, we accompanied the mother
to the prison for the meeting between both
parties.
We gathered around a conference table victim, offender and two volunteers, with
prison guards periodically looking through
the glass window during our four-hour
conversation. The mother shared some
pictures, told her story and asked her
questions. The young man patiently told
her what happened and apologized. As the
meeting came to the end, the mother reached
her hands across the table and asked
to hold

his hands. She said, “I cannot believe I am
holding the hands of the man who pulled the
trigger of the gun that killed my daughter!”
And we all cried!
I reached in with my hands and covered their
hands, saying, “You may not know that this is
Holy Week (it was the Thursday before Good
Friday and Easter) but we all know that this is
a Holy moment!” And we continued to weep.
Now this is not a religious program and we
do not talk about or promote faith. But that
process and those hours changed all of us,
as we discovered more completely in our
follow-up conversations. The young man was
released from guilt; a guard reached out to
him in kindness the next day, and the mother
told us that she finally slept through the night,
something she had not been able to do for
the previous eight years. And us? We were
encouraged to continue with this kind of
volunteer work where people are made whole,
through careful preparation for powerful
healing conversations!
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Examining the legacy:
Mennonites & Antisemitism
By Joel Horst Nofziger
On the last day of Passover this year, a gunman entered Chabad of
Poway a synagogue in north of San Diego, and opened fire. One
person was killed and two more were injured. Three days later, May
2, was Yom Ha-Shoah, Holocaust Memorial Day as observed by the
Jewish people. Rabbi Paskoff of Shaarai Shomayim in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania sent a request to churches of Lancaster to join the
Jewish Community Alliance of Lancaster’s service of remembrance
because we live in a time where Jews are once again being targeted.
This was a service of prayer and poetry, interspersed with candle
lighting to give form to remembrance. Candles were lit by individuals
with a direct personal connection to the Holocaust, such as Rosette
Lboel who survived hiding with families in France and Richard Smiga,
whose parents were in Buchenwald, Treblilnka, Bergen-Belsen, and
Dachau. Following the service, Dean Kunkle gave a presentation on
teaching the Holocaust and Holocaust denial today.
Delegates to the 2017 Mennonite Church USA convention in
Orlando passed a resolution entitled, “Seeking Peace in Israel
and Palestine,” which calls us as a body of believers to, among
other things, examin the legacy of antisemitism and its impact on
Mennonites as well as building relationships with Jewish communities.
One concrete outcome of this resolution was the 2018 conference on
Mennonites and the Holocaust organized by Mennonite Church USA
and Bethel College [Read more on Anabaptist Historians,
bit.ly/2ZcbaF2]. To put it without fanfare, Mennonites were involved
across the entire spectrum of possibilities when it comes to the
Holocaust, as rescuers, yes, but as bystanders and active participants
as well.

the morning and continued until 5 at night the first day, the second
day, and the third day. More than three thousand were massacred.
A few days later, Mennonites celebrated the German occupation
because they were able to reopen churches closed by Soviet decree
and celebrate Easter for the first time in a decade. We know they
opened worship by singing “Christ is risen, shout it to Zion,” and we
know the murder of the Jews went unremarked. The ethnic cleansing
continued in the region until the fall of 1943, with an eventual death
count in excess of 44,000.

Therefore, the Master of Mercy will protect them forever, from behind the
hiding of his wings, and will tie their souls with the hope of life.
There is a strong temptation for us, or maybe it is just me, to throw
up my hands and say “wait, hold up, this has nothing to do with
us, nothing to do with me.” But we are bound to our Mennonite
brothers and sisters across space and time through the body of Christ
as the Church. And that is uncomfortable. But it is important that
we acknowledge that our past is not without spot or wrinkle, so that
Truth might be served. How else can we confess, repent, and renew
our efforts to work for the Kingdom of God?
As a final thought, perhaps there is a more pressing reason to
consider how Mennonites were seduced by the State and by fear into
going alongside horrors. How is it that we need to reinforce ourselves
so that we do not fall into the same errors? Is there some matter
of doctrine of which we need to be more mindful? Some areas of
personal commitment to renew? Some sense of pride we need to
abandon? Let us remember, and remember rightly.

The Everlasting is their heritage, the Garden of Eden shall be their resting
room, and they shall rest peacefully upon their lying place, they will stand for
their fate in the end of days, and let us say: Amen. (El Malei Rachamin, the
Prayer of Mercy)

God, full of mercy, who dwells in the heights, provide a sure rest up on the
Divine Presence’s wings, within the range of the holy and the pure, whose
shining resemble the sky’s, all the souls of the six million Jews, victims
of the European Holocaust, who were murdered, slaughtered, burnt and
exterminated for the Sanctification of the Name, by the German Nazi
assassins and their helpers from the rest of the peoples.
Zaporozhia, in Chortitza, the “Mennonite capital” of the Old Colony
in Ukraine was occupied by German forces in October 1941. After
the occupation, the invaders turned to the local German speaking
Mennonite community to serve as administrators, notably Heinrich
Jakob Wiebe and Isaac Johann Reimer. They recruitmented policemen
to enforce the rules of occupation—such as the requirement that
Jews wear an armband marked with the star of David—and drew
heavily on communal and familial networks to fill those positions.

- performing choirs
540-383-9986
carol and concertchoir@
l ancastermennonite.org
- cl asses

On the first day of Passover, in 1942, the Jews of Zaparozhia were
ordered to assemble: men, women, and children. Local police,
including Mennonite brothers Isaac and Jakob Fast, marched them
to the outskirts where they were shot. The shooting began at 8 in
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Growing Forgiveness
By Tim Huber, Mennonite World Review, used with permission
It took about 490 years for government officials in Bern, Switzerland, to ask for
forgiveness for persecution of Anabaptists in the region.
It took less than two to get a response from Swiss Mennonites.
Delegates from every congregation in Konferenz der Mennoniten der Schweiz
[Alttäufer]/Conférence Mennonite Suisse [Anabaptiste] (KMS/CMS) gathered
to offer forgiveness to the government of the canton of Bern in a 20 April 2019
ceremony at Église Évangélique Mennonite Tavannes.
The celebration of reconciliation between Mennonites and government officials
concerned persecution of Anabaptists in the region – including 40 executions
recorded in Martyrs Mirror – that took place from the 16th to 18th centuries.
Bern canton state councillor and director of church affairs Christoph Neuhaus
surprised Mennonites 11 November 2017 when he offered an apology and asked for
forgiveness at an event in Bern’s city hall organized by Evangelische MennonitenGemeinde Bern and the local Reformed Church parish.
“I apologize tonight for all that has been done to the Anabaptists in our canton,” said
Neuhaus, who at the time represented the state side of the Reformed Church’s close
relationship to the canton government. “No one can undo what was once done. But
we can see what has been.”

(Above) Delegates from KMS/CMS congregations (from left,
Karl Martin of Schänzli, Ernest Geiser of Tavannes and Nelly
Gerber-Geiser of Sonnenberg) sign a declaration of forgiveness
20 April 2019 as general secretary Jürg Bräker, right, observes.
Photo: Raphaël Burkhalter
(Below) Bern canton state councillor and director of church
affairs Christoph Neuhaus, left, and Swiss Mennonite conference
co-president Lukas Amstutz plant a linden tree as a symbol of
reconciliation 20 April 2019 at Église évangélique mennonite
Tavannes. Behind them are KMS/CMS general secretary Jürg
Bräker, left, and KMS/CMS co-president Christian Sollberger,
right. Photo: Raphaël Burkhalter

KMS/CMS general secretary Jürg Bräker said the action followed the mayor of
Zurich identifying past persecutions as wrong in 2004 and asking for forgiveness.
“We were delighted with the request for forgiveness,” he said.
SMC discussed internally how to respond to a matter that predominantly affected
people centuries earlier.
“We are aware that we cannot really speak for those who suffered under
persecution,” Bräker said. “But we know they followed Christ, and we can trust that
they would have answered, ‘Yes, we forgive.’”
“Swiss Mennonites express hope that these steps to reconciliation might free up
cooperative energies for peace and justice, which will bring benefit to our land and
beyond its borders,” says SMC’s statement.
The statement draws parallels between past persecution of Anabaptist
nonconformists and marginalized groups on the fringes of today’s society. It calls on
the state to respect and protect space where faith communities function peacefully.
“We confess that our search for forms of life and community that are oriented to
Jesus’ life has at times led to a smug knowing-better and unjustified claims to moral
superiority,” it states. “The striving for a life consistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ
has not always sought for peaceable relations with everyone living in the land.”
While the act of forgiveness is an opportunity to remind the government such
oppression should never happen again, it also requires a commitment by the
Mennonite community to peaceful coexistence.
In addition to representatives signing the declaration and speeches from KMS/
CMS officials and canton dignitaries such as Neuhaus, both parties picked up shovels
to plant a tree together.
“The emphasis of the celebration was to look into the future and what we both can
contribute to living together that is oriented toward just peace,” he said. “A tree has to
grow.”
Currents Summer 2019
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Leadership Transitions
BEGINNINGS:
Lori Witmer (Dennis) was ordained on
June 2 for her role with Menno Haven in
Chambersburg, PA. Lori serves as Executive
Director of Spiritual Care and is a member
at Hebron Mennonite Church.
Matthew Carlson (Monica) was hired
as Associate Pastor at Akron Mennonite
Church. He and his family will relocate
from Harrisonburg and he will begin his
role on September 2 with a License Toward
Ordination.
Miriam Cruz (Jesus) Miriam received a
License for Specific Ministry for her role as
transitional pastor at East Chestnut Street
Mennonite Church, which began on May
13. Miriam retired from her chaplaincy role
at Mennonite Home Communities in 2018
and is a member at East Chestnut Street.
Don Sharp’s (Loretta) ordination
was recognized by ACC for his role as
transitional pastor at East Chestnut Street
Mennonite Church on May 13. Don most
recently completed his role as interim pastor
at Community Mennonite Fellowship,
Milton, PA. Don is a member at East
Chestnut Street.
ENDINGS:
Steve Musselman (April) completed his
ministry with Zion Mennonite Church in
May. He had served as pastor since 2004.
Jane Hoober Peifer (Daryl) transferred her
credential to Central Plains Conference. She
is a member at Shalom Mennonite Church
in Harrisonburg.

Nickels for Neighbors
The 2019 ACC Nickels For Neighbors
grant will be given to the Training Station
Preschool in Ocean City, Maryland
for proprty updates and the rebuilding
of the playground. The total cost for
the construction work and playground
improvement will likely rise above $10,000.
All money raised will go to cover these costs
and make the space available for play. Funds
raised will be collected in check or coin form
at the Annual Assembly on October 26.
More info at
atlanticcoastconference.net/n4n
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Collaborative event series connects Discipleship, Peacemaking
A series of three events titled, Following Jesus, Living Out Peace, were held in the first half
of 2019 to resource and promote the hands-on work of peacemaking as a response to Jesus’
invitation into discipleship. The series was collaboratively planned by ACC, Eastern Mennonite
Missions, Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, Mennnite Central Committee, Lancaster
Mennonite School, and Landis Communities, and was assisted by a Peace Dove Sponsorship from
S. Dale and Sadie High.
The events included Shane Claiborne and Mike Martin forging a gun into a garden tool while
promoting a vision of God’s people leading the way to a more secure society; stories of
pursuing peace from Mennonites of different backgrounds helped inspire us to seek peace in
our own contexts; past Conscientious Objectors helped prepare youth workers and parents
to address the appeal of the military and to promote an alternative way of serving. We were
encouraged to “seek peace and pursue it” as a Peace Church for the 21st Century.

Congregational Leadership Fund’s Growing Capacity
The Congregational Leadership Fund has granted three scholarships totaling nearly $4,000 in
its first year. The fund’s purpose is to strengthen leadership capacities in Atlantic Coast Conference congregations by providing assistance for 1) continuing education or pastors and leaders, 2)
assisting short term congregational leadership needs, and 3) resourcing faith formation initiatives
that strengthen leadership. The scholarship application can be found on the resources page of the
ACC website; applications will be reviewed in June and December each year.
The value of the CLF currently stands at $174,388. The proposed goal is to reach an amount of
$500,000 from which grants will continue be given twice annually. We hope to reach the goal of
$250,000 by the end of 2019. If you’re interested in learning more about the CLF or contributing
to the vision, contact Executive Conference Minister Merv Stoltzfus at MervS@atlanticcoastconference.net. Checks may be made out to ACC with “CLF” in the memo line. Many thanks to all
those who have already supported the vision of strengthening leadership within ACC!

New York City Mennonite
Convention
On June 6, nearly 200 NYC Mennonites
gathered at United Revival Mennonite Church
in Brooklyn for their annual convention.
ACC congregations Manhattan Mennonite
Fellowship and Primera Iglesia Menonita
de Brooklyn participated. Representatives
worshiped together, attended workshops, and
prayed together for their community.

A real-life application for “The Mennonite
Game”
Lyndell Thiessen, Gifts Discernment Committee chairperson
Many of us grew up playing the “Mennonite game” – the fun of figuring
out how we’re related to others and who we know in common. Making
those connections brings smiles and gives a warm feeling of human
connectivity.
Being a part of the Gift Discernment Committee (GDC) brings me a
lot of joy because it feels like one big “Mennonite game” – with a higher
purpose of filling leadership positions. The GDC fills 19 leadership
positions in the ACC. When we have a position to fill, we sit and discern
names that have been nominated by delegates and by our committee.
Countless times we’ve talked about someone who might be a good fit for a
certain position. Numerous GDC members know the person from school
or from church or from being their mom’s second cousin.
Each year two members of the GDC team complete their term and we
have the opportunity to welcome two new people to the team. GDC
members can only serve one term so that we have a good rotation of
people representing various parts of the Atlantic Coast Conference. I
am gearing up to thank Nancy Stauffer and Stan Shantz this fall for their
wonderful contributions during their terms. I am grateful that Merv
Stoltzfus, Lois Ann Mast and Nelson Yoder are able to continue on the
GDC. I remind myself that every new person is just another chance to play
“the Mennonite game”. I am constantly blessed to have such connectivity
with my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ while doing the important task
of discerning future leaders.

September 14, 2019
8:00 a.m.
— 3:00Market
p.m.
Bidder
Registration,
Place, Car Display, Yard Sale
& Silent Auction begin 8:00 a.m.
Live Benefit Auction
begins at 9:00 a.m.

Handcrafts, Art,
Antiques & Collectibles

Children’s Activities
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
WJTL’s Kids “Cookie Break”

Chicken BBQ

10:30 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.

1001 East Oregon Road, Lititz, PA
717-509-5490 www.landishomes.org

Bethel’s 80th Anniversary
By Lois Whisler
Martin Shenk, just a few weeks short of his first birthday,
was carried by his parents into the first service of Bethel
Mennonite Church on May 28, 1939. On June 2, 2019, Martin
and his wife, Rosemary, walked into Bethel for the 80th
anniversary celebratory service. Elizabeth Shue Schmidt , a
young teen in 1939, also attended the anniversary service.
A.A. Landis from Ephrata, PA preached the first sermon for
the new congregation in 1939. It was entitled “Under New
Management.” The sermon for the 80th was delivered by Joy
Shenk Fasick, pastor from Slate Hill Mennonite Church. It
was only fitting that Joy, the daughter of Martin and Rosemary
and granddaughter of charter members Coffman and Retta
Shenk, honor her biological family as well as her childhood
church family with a sermon entitled “Glory Stones,” based
on Joshua 4. Each attendee was given a stone to take with
them to remember the occasion.
Former pastors and members, interested community folks,
regular worshippers—about 150 in all—filled the sanctuary
nearly to capacity. Interim pastor, Nelson Yoder, welcomed
everyone to the service and opened the service with prayer.
A memory video, compiled by congregational historian, Lisa
Shower, set the tone for reflection. Jenn Kuhns Hershberger,
Trisha MickleyWatkins and Anita Whisler, all of whom grew
up in the congregation, blessed us with their musical gifts.
KrisAnne Kuhns Swartley, daughter of former pastor Dennis
Kuhns read a letter of greeting from her father (who could
not attend ) and added her own memories of Bethel. Former
pastor, Ezra Tice, offered a prayer of thanksgiving and Joanne
Dietzel, ACC Conference Minister, led a closing prayer and
benediction.
While enjoying lunch, folks continued visiting, reconnecting
and sharing stories. There were many smiles, lots of laughter
and even a few tears. This milestone is now history, but we
press on toward our goal to love, disciple and go in Jesus’
name.
Currents Summer 2019 |
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Cultural Competency Training with Glen Guyton

Upcoming Events
Youth Committee Fundraiser at Isaacs (Ephrata)
& Oregon Dairy

August 6
Isaacs 10:00 am - 9:00 pm, 120 N. Reading Road, Ephrata
Oregon Dairy: 3:00 pm - 8:00 pm, 2900 Oregon Pike, Lititz
Join the Youth Committee for a meal at Isaacs (Ephrata) or
Oregon Dairy and show the Facebook ad or mention ACC Youth
and a percentage of your bill will be donated to the work of the
committee. We hope to see you there!

Pastors and Church Leaders Fundraising
Workshop with Ertell Whigham Jr.

August 15, 8:30 - 11:30 am
Neffsville Mennonite Church
Join us for a morning of practical conversation and resourcing
ideas that will help instruct and equip pastors and church leaders in
the areas of fund raising and development. $15 per person. More
info at atlanticcoastconference.net/fund-raising

ACC Fall Youth Retreat

September 6-8
Refreshing Mountain, Stevens, PA
This year’s retreat for high school youth will include the zip
line, high ropes course, trivia, worship, and sharing from
Heather Gordon, director of Denver DOOR. Full details at
atlanticcoastconference.net/youth.

Peace Sunday, 2019

September 22
The theme for this year’s Peace Sunday is: “A peace that surpasses
all understanding….” This year’s Peace Sunday resources focus
on those times when the peace of Christ surpasses what we may
perceive as impossible. Sometimes amazing and wondrous things
happen when our conduct is worthy of the gospel of Christ
(Philippians 1:27). Find Mennonite World Conference resources at
mwc-cmm.org/article/peace-sunday.
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October 5, 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Neffsville Mennonite Church
The church, like our nation, is a culturally diverse group of people
living and serving together. This training will help participants
better understand their own implicit bias and to better engage the
diversity of the body of Christ. Cost: $15 per person. More info at
atlanticcoastconference.net/cultural-competency

Annual Assembly Celebration

October 26, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Forest Hills Mennonite Church
ACC’s Annual Assembly is a time for both congregational delegates
and general attendees to learn about and participate in conference life.
The day will include times of worship, fellowship, sharing, and
learning together. The afternoon will include workshops for both
adults and youth. Childcare and interpretation available upon request.

Contribute to Currents!
Email currents@atlanticcoastconference.net to contribute to
Currents in any of these ways:
Fall issue theme: Collectively Unique: thriving as
different parts of the Body. Send us your original stories,
articles, reflections, poems, and artwork on this theme. (more
info at atlanticcoastconference.net/currents).
Your thoughts and reflections from this issue
Want to respond to an article or contribute to the
conversation? Email us to share your thoughts.
Kids, send us your artwork
An upcoming kids section will
feature artwork by elementary-age
and younger children.

Deadline for Fall issue
submissions is September 6.

