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And you invited me in
By Amy Yoder McGloughlin
Every summer since 2015, I have been leading a
delegation to the West Bank with Christian Peacemaker
Teams. I value the opportunity to walk with people as
they understand the occupation from the perspective of
everyday folks. We stay in Palestinian communities, eat
local cuisine, and hire Palestinian tour guides and bus
drivers. Once we get to Hebron, we join in the work of
Christian Peacemaker Teams, as we accompany children to
school, and ensure that Palestinian rights are upheld in this
occupied West Bank city.
One of the other reasons I go is because this place
challenges my sense of hospitality. I always notice, after
a trip like this, the limits I have placed on my hospitality.
And it is humbling.
In the summer of 2018, on the first day of the delegation I
was leading, I got the delegation lost on our way to our first
appointment. We were on a public bus, and I asked the bus
driver if we were going to Old Anata Road. He smiled and
nodded, and dropped us off in Anata, the refugee camp.
When we got off the bus, I very quickly realized that I
was in the wrong place. I asked the shopkeepers if they
could speak English. No one could but a couple helpful
shopkeepers called their cousins in the US and Canada and
put them on the phone to help me out.
I asked the helpful cousins on the other side of the
world--where is Old Anata road? And they said, “Just
walk right up the hill and you’ll find it”. I started up the
hill, and very quickly we found the separation wall. And
I realized that we were on the wrong side of the wall
from our destination. I started looking for anyone else
that could help. I ran into a man doing construction and
asked again, “Do you speak English?” He shook his head
apologetically, but then lit up. He jumped in his beat up
Toyota, and gestured for me and the team to follow him.
I wasn’t sure if I should follow this stranger. But I didn’t
know what choice I had. It was painfully hot at 9 in the
morning, and we needed help.

Continued on page 2

So I asked my delegation to follow me while
I followed this stranger wherever he was
leading us. The man began backing his car
up the hill, stopping occasionally to gesture
to us to follow him. He backed into the
driveway of his home, and ran up the stairs to
his house, turning to invite us in. We did not
know what to expect.

We entered his home, and there sat his entire
family in the living room--children, wife, and
an aunt. They jumped up, and welcomed
us to sit where they had been sitting. They
brought us water, then tea, then coffee, then
pomegranate and grapefruit juice. And
THEN some sweets.

van to pick us up. But before we left for our
next destination, the family insisted that we
return the next night for dinner.

make sharing a meal and time with friends
(and strangers) less of a priority than tasks
and productivity?

And we did. We came back the next night
and the Issa family made us mokluba--a
chicken, rice and vegetable dish that is a most
delicious treat. They made stuffed grape
leaves and baklava and treated us like royal
guests. It was so generous;
it felt like an embarrassing
extravagance.

I have deep gratitude for the care and
hospitality I am shown in Palestine. Given
our country’s policies, they could hate me. I
wouldn’t blame them if they did. And yet,
Palestinians like the Issa family have shared
food, time, laughter and conversation with
me. It reminds me of the time that Jesus,
himself a Palestinian, shared with people. His
agenda was a meal shared with friends. His
last instruction to us was to eat, drink and
remember him.

My Arabic is abysmal,
and the only one of
the Issa family to speak
English was Islam, so our
“conversations” with this
family involved pictures
on my phone, gestures
and giggles about language
barriers. But despite all the
limitations, it was one of
the best nights of fun I’ve
had in quite some time. We
made new friends that night.
And these are friends that I still speak to on
a regular basis. We “talk” via social media,
mostly through emojis with the mom, and
with more conversations with Islam.
This summer, I visited with the Issa family
again, and we enjoyed another evening of
hospitality. I brought them a gift from Frazer
Mennonite--a quilted wall hanging. And they
fed me nonstop for hours.

These yearly trips to Palestine are two weeks
of communion. I bring that home, and use
that to challenge the ways I spend my time.
Is my time about busyness, or is it about
conversation, a shared meal and deeper
relationship?

Amy Yoder McGloughling is pastor at
Frazer Mennonite Church. She will be
leading a Christian Peacemaker Team
delegation to Palestine August 3-17, 2020.
To apply for the delegation, visit
cpt.org/delegations/palestine.
Below: Amy with Islam Issa

Still no one was speaking English. My
delegates were looking at me, asking quietly,
“What are we doing here? Are we going to get
We’re already making plans for next
to our destination?” And I asked them to be
summer--I’m going to work on my Arabic in
patient.
preparation for our next visit, and they plan to
That’s when Islam walked in. Islam Issa is 22, teach me how to make mokluba.
beautiful and spoke nearly perfect English,
which she learned from watching Hollywood The Issa family stops everything when I am
in town. They welcome me into their home
movies. She greeted us enthusiastically, and
and make me feel so special. Their generous
we got to know each other. Islam helped
hospitality always challenges me to look at my
me to determine what I already knew--that
own hospitality. What are my cultural limits?
we were nowhere near our destination. Her
What are my personal limits? Why do we
father called a taxi company and they sent a
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For the sake of humanity
By Tammy Alexander
I had the opportunity recently to visit
Nogales, Mexico, just over the border from
Nogales, Ariz. I visited a bus station not far
from the border. It was a place of waiting.
Several people, mostly men, sat in detached
bus seats in a large square shelter. Most had
been deported through the port of Nogales in
the past few days.
There was nothing to do but wait. They
had been dropped off at the border with
little more than the clothes on their backs.
Some had spent years in the U.S. and had
left families behind. Others had left family
in Mexico or Central America and were
apprehended trying to cross the border
heading north into the U.S.
As I listened to their stories, I was struck with
an overwhelming urge to apologize for the
sins of my country, for the terrible injustices
they had experienced in their journeys. In the
words of Isaiah, I saw the U.S. as a “sinful
nation, people laden with iniquity, offspring
who do evil, children who deal corruptly, who
have forsaken the Lord…” (Isaiah 1:4).
As I looked into their faces, I tried to imagine
what it must be like to be in their shoes,
what trauma they had experienced, physical
and emotional. Were they held in a
detention center?

For days? Months? What level of fear and
uncertainty must they be feeling, not knowing
where they would go next or how they would
get there? I was also struck by their bravery,
strength, hopefulness and humor in the face
of such uncertainty.
This shelter for recently deported migrants
is run by a Mexican bus company. They have
two small buildings with bunk beds where
migrants can stay for a few days. Volunteers
bring sandwiches and fruit. A certain number
of free bus tickets are available daily to take
people to places in central and southern
Mexico. When we asked one of the bus
company employees why they run this shelter,
she replied, “For the sake of humanity.”
The U.S. deports hundreds of people a day
through the port of Nogales (almost 400,000
per year in all of the U.S.). A new report from
the Applied Research Center details how more
than 5,100 children have been put into foster
care in the U.S. after their parents have been
detained or deported.

“Jesus will die without a kidney.” This young
man, whom we should be welcoming as we
would welcome his namesake, is being denied
a kidney transplant (even though he has
insurance) solely because he is undocumented.
The third story discussed the renovation of a
detention facility — called a “family shelter”
— for undocumented migrants in Berks, Pa.
The article touted the 60 jobs saved and the
potential $1 million for county coffers, but
made no mention of the human suffering of
the men, women and children housed in its
walls, or of the problems inherent in private
detention centers run for profit.

Everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts.
They do not defend the orphan, and the
widow’s cause does not come before them.
Isaiah 1:23

Remove the evil of your doings from before
my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good;
seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend
the orphan, plead for the widow. — Isaiah
1:16-17

Just like the men and women in the shelter in
Nogales, these stories are a mere snapshot of
the injustice and suffering that persists, and
the ways in which we profit from this injustice.
Call your representatives in Congress today
and encourage them to pass comprehensive
immigration reform. Encourage them to
craft policies that reflect biblical teachings to
welcome the stranger, to rescue the oppressed
and to seek justice.

As I wrote this, three stories came into my
inbox illustrating the continuing hostility
— rather than hospitality — shown to
immigrants in our midst. One was of a young
Dream student deported to Mexico. The
second had the subject line,

Tammy Alexander, legislative associate for domestic
affairs in the Mennonite Central Committee
Washington Office, originally wrote this for PeaceSigns,
a monthly e-zine of the Mennonite Church USA
Peace and Justice Support Network.
Photo by Max Böhme on Unsplash
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Hospitality as simple presence
By Joel Horst Nofziger
By Christmas 1777, the Revolutionary War was in full swing, and
its effects were felt in Lancaster County and by Mennonites living
there. Set back from the front lines of combat, groups of wounded
American soldiers were carted back to be nursed by civilians.
On Christmas Eve, another train of wounded soldiers came to
Lancaster, this time to the Ephrata Cloister. There, the pietist brothers
and sisters cared for the casualties as “friends of mercy.” These new
arrivals suffered not only from wounds, but also from illness—when
they arrived that winter, many had only scraps for clothing and were
without blankets or shoes.
There was much work to be done caring for the wounded soldiers, and
so some of the Cloister’s Mennonite neighbors—Preacher John Baer
and his wife, Anna—volunteered to help nurse the soldiers. But as the
wounded lay concentrated in wards, fever spread like wildfire.
As a reward for their service, Anna caught the fever and died on
March 20, 1778. John joined her less than a month later from the same
cause.
Amy G. Oden in her introduction to And You Welcomed Me: A
Sourcebook on Hospitality in Early Christianity reflects, “At its heart,
the spiritual power of hospitality rests in simple presence.” Here, I
think, is the power of John and Anna Baer’s witness to hospitality.
Despite every reason to abandon the wounded at the Ephrata Cloister
to their fate, they made the decision to walk across the fields, be
present and help, even unto death.

Joel Horst Nofziger is a member of Pilgrims Mennonite Church,
currently studying at Eastern Mennonite Seminary. He is also the
coordinating editor for Anabaptist Historians.

Komm essen. Come eat.
Each year, 8,000 guests are served a hot, nutritious meal at East
Chestnut Street Mennonite Church’s (ECS) weekly Community Meals.
In December of 2002, the congregation accepted the call from the
Lancaster County Council of Churches (now Food Hub) for local host
churches to provide such a meal each day for anyone who needs/wants it.
For ECS, answering this call was a concrete way to fulfill its Purpose
Statement:
• To be transformed by God’s mercy grace and love
• To introduce our children and neighbors to Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior
• To equip one another to live peaceably and generously
• To contribute to the well-being of Lancaster City and the wider
world
For ECS member Greg Henning, the weekly Community Meal is a
response to Jesus’ call to action, articulated by Menno Simons when he
said, “Our faith does not lie dormant. It clothes the naked, it feeds the
hungry, it comforts the sorrowful, it shelters the destitute, it serves those
that harm it, it binds up that which is wounded.”
Beyond ECS fulfilling its mission, Henning acknowledges positive
results of this type of radical hospitality. “We serve those who often
cannot repay us in ‘the wealth of the realm’ but we are paid in ways that
go beyond earthly value and profoundly affect us each week.”
Often the meals shared together lead to further relationships between
“East Chestnutters” and Monday evening guests. These relationships
provide ongoing opportunities for spiritual direction and support when
requested by guests, or to serve as a gateway to other social services that
may be needed.
To offer the meal each week, ECS receives food and paper supplies
from The Food Hub and organizes groups of volunteers to provide
food and service. They have an ongoing need for additional groups –
congregations, Sunday School classes, social groups, business groups,
etc. - to offer these meals. Teams usually include 12-14 volunteers
and at least one coordinator to oversee cooking and service. Groups
interested in partnering with this ministry may contact Greg Henning
(henning18@msn.com).
Whether you’re interested in volunteering or in a good meal, join the
fellowship at the Community Meal on Monday evenings from 5:30 –
6:15 at East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church, 432 E Chestnut St,
Lancaster, PA 17602.
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Celebrating 50 years of
Camp Deerpark
Sitting on the front porch Sunday morning,
Jerry Kennell said, “It is a song.” He later
posted, “It’s called unity in diversity. Things
happen in faith communities that just don’t
happen the same way anywhere else. Camp
Deerpark is founded, owned, and operated by
15 Mennonite congregations in New York City
- African American, Garifuna, Puertorriqueño,
Dominican, Anglo. Everyone tells the same
story of encountering God together, in
relationship, on this holy ground. What a
precious gift to be part of this family.”
The weekend of September 6-8 started with
all of the former camp directors gathering at
current director Ken Bontrager’s home for
dinner on Friday night. Dale Stoltzfus reflected,
“The experience of having all camp directors
together for a dinner was a real encouragement
and blessing.” Borrowing themes from pages
173-178 in Forever God is Faithful, the former
directors were asked to share their fondest
memory serving at Camp Deerpark, what they
appreciated about the director before them, and
what they thought was their unique contribution
to camp. With an underlying theme of
gratefulness, the former directors shared their
highlights and their times of desolation. They
laughed a lot, cried, and laughed some more.
Saturday activities included an historic slide
show in the chapel Sun Room, a display of
t-shirts and artifacts in the chapel, a counselor
hunt for children, the water relay race, and
tours of the Promise Woods program center
under construction. Of course we had all of
the regular Homecoming activities: auction,
hayrides, 3-on-3 basketball tournament, face
painting, swimming, and great food. On
Saturday afternoon Lanny Millette and Daniel
Angustia organized the former summer staff
into decade clusters. Then at 3:30, under the
tent, each decade shared a story and a song that
represented their time at camp.
Daniel Angustia, current board member,
camper parent, former camper and summer
counselor reflected, “It was such an amazing
experience. As soon as I saw my co-workers
and fellow campers, I was filled with so many
emotions, great memories that made me smile,
laugh, and moments that brought tears in my
eyes. When the 90’s and 2000’s met in the
chapel it was truly amazing to hear everyone’s
stories of how important camp was to our
spiritual growth and how much influence camp
had in our personal lives. Like family, camp
created friendships and bonds that, even though
we may be far away from each other in different
walks in life, when we get together is like we
don’t skip a beat and the love is reawakened.
Camp Deerpark has played such an important
role in my life and will continue to bless me and

my family.”
Sandy Gingerich from Iowa observed, “I have
always felt that I have entered a small part of
‘God’s Kingdom’ each time I have had the
privilege to visit Camp Deerpark.”
The first camp director, Dale Stoltzfus, with the
perspective of 50 years, said “Spiritual growth
takes place in a variety of ways. Camp has
provided spiritual growth through relationships
with other growing Christians, Bible study, and
praying together. The many worship services
and campfires over the many years have enabled
persons to grow in their faith and commitment
to God and to their congregation. Camp
Deerpark has been able to stay true to the
vision that emerged 50 years ago and that is that
the NYC churches
and Camp Deerpark
are one body, called
to proclaim Jesus as
Savior and Lord.”
The weekend ended
on Sunday morning
with worship in the
chapel. Jim Baer led
our singing, Miriam
Cruz invited us to
share our stories of
how camp is our
spiritual home, and
Dale Stoltzfus shared
a Biblical reflection
from Psalm 100, our
2019 theme, Forever
God is Faithful.
“I love my Deerpark
family and look
forward to getting
together again
soon.”“We have to
do this again. We
have to meet here
again.”

Spring Concert Series
2020

Sunday, April 5 at 4 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Lancaster
Saturday, April 18 at 7 p.m.

Lancaster Church of the Brethren
Lancaster
Sunday, April 19 at 4 p.m.

Derry Presbyterian Church
Hershey
Sunday, May 3 at 4 p.m.

Neffsville Mennonite Church
Lancaster
No tickets required
A freewill offering will be received.
Currents Winter 2020
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ACC Staff Transition:
New York City Conference Minister

University’s STAR (Strategies for Trauma Awareness and Resilience)
program in NYC for several years.

Since February 2016, Sylvia Shirk has been serving as Conference
Minister for Atlantic Coast Conference in New York City. In this role
she provided excellent care for the pastors of ACC congregations in
the city, assisted with congregational transitions, and represented the
conference in a variety of ways.

Ruth loves being a grandmother to four-year-old Nathaniel who lives
upstairs in her Bronx house with her daughter Kirsten and son-in-law
Marvin, and two-year-old Tadhgh who lives in northern California with
her son Stefan and his wife Rachel. Her daughter Marin and son-in-law
Brendan live in Tallahassee. So traveling to be with family is one of her
great joys in “retirement.”

Sylvia had lived in NYC since 2006 and had served as pastor at
Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship and so brought both connections and
pastoral gifts to the role of conference minister. She served through a
time of many transitions in New York City, including the loss of several
congregations planted by ACC in the past and the closing of Primera
Iglesia Menonita (First Mennonite Church) in Brooklyn. The stability
she brought to the role and her participation on the staff team were
much appreciated and deeply enjoyed.
Sylvia shared that a highlight of her ministry in New York was feeling
energized by the adventure of discovering the unique character and
ministry context of each NYC congregation and pastor as she visited
each.
Sylvia has relocated to be with family in Portland, Oregon, where a
brother and his family, two daughters and spouses, and all four of her
grandchildren live.
To the congregations of North Bronx, Friendship Community,
Manhattan Mennonite, the emerging Brooklyn Peace Center, and the
ACC community, Sylvia says: It has been an honor and a joy to partner
with you in ministry. “May God empower you with hope and vigor to
remain Centered in Christ, Building Connections, Sharing God’s Love in
NYC and beyond.”
***
Since October, Ruth Yoder Wenger has been working with Sylvia and
preparing to take over the role of Conference Minister in NYC. Ruth
continues to serve as pastor of North Bronx Mennonite Church and
brings deep connections to the New York City Mennonite Community.
We are excited to welcome Ruth to the ACC Conference Ministry Team
and are excited about the experience, warmth and care she brings to the
role.

Ruth Yoder Wenger has called New York City home

for almost 50 years. She and her late husband David moved there
for graduate school in 1971, and stayed because they loved the city
and found family among Mennonites there, first at Seventh Avenue
Mennonite Church in Harlem, and then at North Bronx Mennonite
Church, which they helped start as lay leaders in 1986. Ruth has been
serving as pastor since she was called by the congregation in 1995.
An educator by profession, Ruth worked primarily in community
organizations, with people ranging in age from 2 to 92. After 9/11, she
worked with disaster interfaith organizations in NYC as an administrator
and as a trainer in emotional and spiritual care for religious leaders of all
faiths responding in disasters. She also co-directed Eastern Mennonite
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In her spare time, she enjoys
NY Times Sunday crossword
puzzles, jigsaw puzzles
and reading, especially
detective stories – all of
which represent solvable and
single-solution outcomes, a
sometimes welcome break
from the more-recurrent
challenges of working with
real people.
Her greatest joys in life are
observing, and sometimes
contributing to, growth
in individuals and groups,
Ruth Yoder Wenger
whether as a pastor, a family
member, a friend, a spiritual director or a trainer. She takes seriously
(sometimes with joy and sometimes with trepidation) God’s promise
recorded in Isaiah 43:18-19:

Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

News from around ACC
LMC and ACC leaders meet
In October, representatives from Atlantic Coast Conference and LMC (formerly Lancaster
Mennonite Conference) met for conversation and prayer as a way to tend the relationship
between the conferences.
Leaders of the conferences spent time celebrating the ministry done together - past and
present. They also expressed an interest in continuing to build relationships and trust between
organizations that have historically differed in structure and practice. The conversation also
allowed space for leaders to share and hear the pain and grief caused by the LMC realignment
and to affirm one another’s call and faithfulness to ministry.
Questions remain, but all who met are committed to keeping the dialogue open, speaking
well of one another, and trusting the Holy Spirit to give wisdom and discernment for a way
forward as both seek to advance God’s kingdom purpose in our shared communities.

Baltimore property transferred
The transfer of the former EMM training center in Baltimore was finalized in October, as
ACC transferred the building to North Baltimore Mennonite Church (NBMC). The building
will continue to operate as Reservoir Hill House of Peace (RHHP), a ministry of hospitality
and outreach of NBMC.
The mission of RHHP is to provide a community
rooted in Christian values where persons of diverse
cultures and faiths learn from each other and engage
the surrounding neighborhood. Ministries housed by
the program include the Assylum Seekers Housing
Network, Brethren Voluntary Service unit, and a
community living and service program for adults.
The property was transferred as part of a decision
by ACC leaders to divest of property held by the
conference.

ACC Bible Quizzing 2020

ACCL Fundraising Effort

The 2020 ACC Bible Quizzing season began
on Sunday, January 12th with matches at Petra
Church. This year 25 different congregations
are participating with 57 teams and 356 youth
competing. This year’s material is covering the
stories of Joseph and Esther.

African Community Church of
Lancaster continues to raise funds
for a new church building. They
are currently renting space at
Rohrerstown Mennonite Church
but are hoping to purchase a
building without a mortgage.

The quizzing season runs through March
1st, with tournaments being held March 8
at Lancaster Mennonite School and 14-15
at Lancaster Bible College. Times for these
events and weekly Sunday night matches can
be found at accquizzing.org.

Leadership Transitions
CORRECTIONS:
Lowell Gerber attends Blossom Hill
MC, not James Street MC as stated in
“Assignments Ended” column of the Fall
2019 edition.
BEGINNINGS:
Dennis Ernest was granted a retired
credential with ACC. He had been
credentialed with LMC and served as pastor
of Rohrerstown and Lititz Mennonite
Churches. Dennis is a member of Akron
Mennonite Church.
ENDINGS:
Michael Howes (Sue Conrad) transferred
his credentials to Eastern District/
Franconia Conference. He is serving as
pastor at West Swamp Mennonite Church.
Michael and Sue had been members at
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church.
Clair Good (Beth) transferred his
credential to Virginia Conference. He
is serving as pastor of Waynesboro
Mennonite Church. Clair and Beth had
been members at Blossom Hill Mennonite
Church.
Mick Sommers (Julie) retired from
ministry. He had served eight years as lead
pastor at Ridgeview Mennonite Church,
through March, 2019.
Wesley Mast (Elsie) transferred his
credential to Central District Conference.
He is attending Assembly Mennonite
Church in Goshen, Indiana, and serving as
chaplain with Goshen Health.

Now in the final phase of their
fundraising effort, they are nearly
$40,000 short of their goal. Any
individuals or groups who would
like to contribute toward ACCL’s
new building may send a check to
Atlantic Coast Conference, 2257
Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster,
PA 17602. Checks can be made out
to ACC with with “ACCL Bldg.
Fund” in the memo line. Thanks to
all who have contributed so far!
Currents Winter 2020
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Upcoming Events
Spring Assembly

Saturday, April 18
James Street Mennonite Church, Lancaster, PA
Save the date for this time of worshipping, learning, being together
and doing the work of conference life.

Leadership Resource Day

Caring for God’s Earth: A hopeful response to the
climate crisis

Saturday, February 8 | 9:00 am - 3:15 pm
Landis Communities, Leola, PA

Saturday, May 9
Millport Conservancy, Lititz, PA

The cross, the gospel, and the church are three of our most central
values as Anabaptist Christians. These are values the first generation
of Anabaptists talked about and died over, but that we have largely
neglected discussing corporately in recent years. These are topics that
people care and have questions about.

A one-day event to equip and give hope to current and developing
church leaders and others concerned about climate change. The day
includes morning seminars, afternoon field trips to ongoing church
climate projects, and programming for children. Look for more info in
coming weeks.

We invite you to join us as we share thoughts, reflections and
perspectives on these topics with one another for the purpose of
hearing our brothers and sisters. We will use scripture, the Confession
of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective, story, and song to help facilitate
our conversations.

Contribute to Currents!
Email currents@atlanticcoastconference.net to contribute.

We invite anyone from your congregation with an interest in
discussing what we believe together. Registration and details are
available at atlanticcoastconference.net/LRD.

Spring issue theme: Creation Care, Climate Stewardship

Conference Related Ministries Resource Day

Your thoughts and reflections from this issue

Thursday, February 27 | 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Garden Spot Village, New Holland, PA

Attracting, inspiring, caring for, and thanking a ministry’s workers can
be a challenging task in an ever-changing world. At this year’s CRM
Seminar, participants will use open space technology to network,
share with and learn from one another on topics of their choice
related to engaging these essential workers: your staff and volunteers.
Registration and details are available at
atlanticcoastconference.net/CRM.
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Send us your original stories, articles, reflections,
poems, and artwork on this theme. More info at
atlanticcoastconference.net/currents.
Want to respond to an article or contribute to the
conversation? Email us to share your thoughts.

Deadline for Fall issue
submissions: March 6, 2020

