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I pledge my loyalties to God’s Kingdom

2020-2021 Executive
Committee Action
Summary

By Cindy Petersheim, ACC Moderator
Twelve years ago, during
a Morning Out For Moms, a
community mother challenged
the statement that this group of
believers (at Conestoga Mennonite)
was a continuation of the saints who
worshiped here on this land before
there was a United States of America.
She could not conceptualize that
it would be possible. For me, that
challenge cemented my resolve to

our newly formed ACC conference.
What made our conference unique
was the autonomy/authority that
was housed in the local congregation
instead of the conference. To this day
we are still on a journey trying to get
our heads around how to practically
live out this understanding, while still
sharing a vision of God’s Kingdom
among us collectively.
For 2021 - - I do not have

Approved the formation of an Antiracism task group and $2,500 in
funding for the group’s work (July
2020)
Approved a plan for the Executive
Committee members to complete the
Intercultural Development Inventory
(IDI) and to take the MC USA antiracism training over the next year
(August, September 2020).

Our peace in God’s Kingdom and His service has never been more
necessary as our country and our congregations struggle with issues
tied to political polarization, racial disparity and pandemic realities.
again live into and provide a witness
to the commitment that my loyalties
are first and foremost to God’s
Kingdom. Our peace in God’s
Kingdom and His service has never
been more necessary as our country
and our congregations struggle with
issues tied to political polarization,
racial disparity and pandemic
realities.
Not only is this pledge a best
practice for any believer. It is part of
the glue to holds our Atlantic Coast
Conference churches in relationship
and tandem with each other. Fourtythree-plus years ago when I visited
in each ACC church as a young
co-youth minister, I was excited
about our opportunities to work,
encourage, and journey together in

a “State of the ACC Conference
Address” prepared that would
solve our differences as expressed
in everyday living. However, I will
let you know that ACC is alive and
well as we have navigated through
unprecedented years. Ministry and
mission is bubbling out and thriving
in many areas of our conference.
I invite you to recommit to
conference relationships as we
pledge our loyalties to God’s
Kingdom. Additionally, may we as
ACC Congregations work and strive
to be Centered in Christ; Building
Connections and Sharing God’s
Love.
May all those who come behind
us (i.e. 250+ years from now) find us
faithful. •

Currents is a quarterly publication that seeks to inspire and inform about
ways God is working in congregations and related ministries of Atlantic
Coast Conference of Mennonite Church USA.
ISSN 0199-7440
Contributions of stories and photos for the Winter 2021 edition may be
sent by December 3 to editor Brook Musselman,
brookm@atlanticcoastconference.net.
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Approved the New York Mennonite
Immigration Program as a Conference
Related Ministry (December 2020)
Approved Congregational Leadership
Fund grants totalling $2,000 to benefit
two ACC pastors (December 2020).
Approved a one-time gift of $2,000
to assist MennoMedia following the
withdrawal of many congregation’s
curriculm orders (December 2020).
Recommended to delegates the
admission of Grace & Peace Mennonite
Church (February 2021).
Recommended to delegates the 20212022 budget (May 2021)
Approved Congregational Leadership
Fund grants totalling $3,000 to benefit
three ACC leaders (June 2021)
Approved a $500 sponsorship of the
2022 Stewardship University (June
2021)
Affirmed sending MC USA delegates
Annabelle Ricou (Youth, Frazer), Ella
Brubaker (Youth, Rossmere), Joanne
Dietzel (Ridgeview), John Bomberger
(Neffsville), and Cindy Petersheim
(Conestoga) (June 2021).
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ACC ministry at a glance
$234,299
Total endowment
funds donated to
date for ACC’s
Congregational
Leadership Fund

1

New Conference
Related Ministry:
New York Mennonite
Immigration Program

$338,266
Total congregational
giving, 20202021 fiscal year

New Credentials &
Assignments 2020-2021
Nelson Yoder was installed as pastor of
Pilgrims Mennonite Church in December 2020.

~444

Aproximate number
of pastoral checkins by Conference
Ministers this year

Kyle Powderly began as interim pastor at
Hebron Mennonite Church in February 2021.
Jennie and Dale Brown were installed as
co-pastors of Bethel Mennonite Church in
September 2021.
Mick Sommers began as interim pastor at
North Baltimore Mennonite Church in August
2021.
Dave Gehman began as interim pastor at Oley
Valley Mennonite Church in April 2021.

$2,2,44
Raised for the 2020
Nickels for Neighbors
grant benefiting The City
School’s new playground
at the Poplar Campus

12

Congregations of the
32 ACC members
with minisry staff
transitions this year

Robert Kanagy began a role as chaplain at
Landis Homes in July 2021.
Anita Castle was ordained for her pastoral
role at Grace and Peace Mennonite Church in
October 2021.
Jeremiah Martin was licensed toward
ordination for his role as pastor of Conestoga
Mennonite Church in August 2021.
Assignments Ended
Eric Henderson ended his role as interim
pastor at Bethel Mennonite Church in
December, 2020.
Marilyn Henderson completed her pastoral
role at Hebron Mennonite Church in January
2021.
Gary Lloyd completed his pastoral role at Oley
Valley Mennonite Church in February 2021.
Miriam Cruz ended her role as transition team
pastor at East Chestnuts Street Mennonite
Church in April 2021
Dave Greiser ended his pastoral role at North
Baltimore Mennonite Church in May 2021.

~175

Number of food
boxes filled and
delivered to the
MCC Material
Resource Center

201

Years of combined
ministry experience
on ACC staff

COVER PHOTO: Community Mennonite
Church of Lancaster meets for church on the farm,
August 15, 2021. Credit: Joseph Gascho.
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Robert Kanagy ended his role as co-pastor at
Ridgeview Mennonite Church in July 2021.
Bob Petersheim ended his pastoral role at
Conestoga Mennonite Church in August 2021.
NanaSue Walker ended her pastoral role at
Neffsville in August 2021.
Dwight Rohrer ended his pastoral and
conference youth minister roles role at Neffsville
Mennonite Church and ACC, respectively, in
July 2021.
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and worship experiences. While
the majority of our staff meetings
By Merv Stoltzfus, executive
continue by Zoom, we were able to
conference minister
join together for an outside lunch
We are grateful for the many
on a day when Ruth Yoder Wenger
exciting and positive happenings
was in the Lancaster area. It felt like
of the last year. It was a year of
a special event and we thoroughly
continued challenges, but we found
enjoyed our time together.
it helpful to step back and consider
There were a number of
what we can give thanks for, and
congregations experiencing pastoral
express our gratitude for God’s
transitions which required placement
work among us. As the Covid19
of interim pastors to offer care in
virus lessened and vaccinations
a transitional time. In addition, a
became available we began to slowly
number of congregations were in
return to more in person meetings
search processes seeking to fill a
pastoral or staff role. Some
of these have been filled
while others continue to be
in process. These are times
that conference ministry
staff enjoys direct interaction
with a congregation’s
search committee as they
discern candidates and
how they might fit with
their people, vision, and
purpose. It is a joy to walk
alongside a congregation
to learn about the broad
during such a time.
spectrum of opportunities
We also celebrate the
for those age 55+
newest congregation to join
ACC, “Grace and Peace” in
Apply online to join our team at landiscareers.org
Bronx, NYC, the continued
developing of the Brooklyn
717.381.3500 | LandisCommunities.org
Peace Center in Brooklyn NY,
African Community Church
of Lancaster moving into
their own church building
in Manheim, and the many
congregations that have
been able to increase their
church family through online
worship experiences. In
addition, it was fulfilling to
be able to provide a variety
on online resources for
pastors and congregational
leaders with the hope of
building resilience among
our many leaders.
At the end of July we
accepted Dwight Rohrer’s
resignation as he retired

2021 Staff Update

VisitUs
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from his ministry role at Neffsville
and his Conference Youth Minister
responsibilities with ACC. We are
thankful for the pastoral care he
offered our pastors and lay leaders
during the past six years, and wish
him well as he moves into the future.
The following are some
highlights from our staff:
Brook Musselman, conference
coordinator: Participating in
collaborative work on important
faith issues today: supporting the
work and resource development
of the Anti-racism Task Group
and the planning of the creation
care event, Caring for God’s Earth:
a hopeful response to the climate
crisis. Both teams involved dedicated
volunteers from ACC congregations
to encourage conversation
and learning in these areas.
Ruth Yoder Wenger, conference
minister for New York City:
Working with Grace and Peace
Congregation toward a warm
welcome into ACC during Spring
Assembly and Anita Castle’s
ordination as pastor in early October.
Merv Stoltzfus, executive
conference minister: The
development of the Brooklyn
Peace Center, establishing a Board
to support the ministry, and the
many facets of the vision.
Joanne Dietzel, conference
minister: The many congregations
engaged in Anti-racism work
through book studies, Sunday
school class discussions, tours,
speakers, and engagement
with their local community.
We are thankful for the
opportunity to serve our
congregations and desire to provide
the resources to assist pastors and
lay leaders in their congregational
vision and purpose. May God
help us all to be faithful as we
pursue the passion to serve, love,
and share the peace of Christ!
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Congregational Stories
Atlantic Coast Conference is made of 32 diverse congregations
affiliating to create our conference family. The histories, faces, and
expressions of faith are widely varied from centuries old Lancaster County
congregations like Conestoga Mennonite to new models of church such
as Grace and Peace Mennonite Church, a primarily virtual congregation.
While more than half of ACC’s congregations are located in
Southeastern Pennsylvania, our geographical representation is diverse as
well, stretching from the Mennonite Congregation of Boston to Ocean
City, MD near the southern-most tip of Maryland, west to Birch Grove
Mennonite Church in northwestern Pennsylvania.

Akron Mennonite
Church, Akron, PA
Several modifiers could be used
to describe this past year—uncertain,
constantly shifting, frightening. This
past year was also a time for creativity,
an opportunity to explore different
ways of being community. Beginning in
the summer of 2020, we experimented
with Alternative Sunday Gatherings,
a time for smaller groups of folks to
gather and hike, meet for coffee and
conversation, bike together, or worship
outdoors. Moving into the fall of 2020
and realizing that we would need to
continue meeting virtually, we shifted
yet again. Song Leading became Music
Curation, which broadened possibilities
for music selection. Youth continued
to meet, but outdoors at a local park,
for activities focused on community
building. This past summer, as we
shifted again to in-person worship,
several house churches led our worship
gatherings as a way of drawing on the
unique gifts and interests of members.
We also set aside one Sunday a month
that we named Community Connection
Sundays—similar to the Alternative
Sunday Gatherings, smaller groups
were encouraged to meet together in a
variety of ways. This past Sunday, we
celebrated the transition to fall with a
picnic and intergenerational kickball
game at a local park. We’re grateful for
the creative movement of God’s Spirit
among us.

Bethel
Mennonite Church,
Gettysburg, PA
The Bethel congregation has
walked through years of struggle,
division, forgiveness, and healing.
ACC’s conference minister and then
two interim pastors have helped us

through transition. Over time unity
has grown. After a lengthy pastoral
search process, Dale and Jennie Brown
were called and began as co-pastors in
September. Our church body is blessed
and hopeful as we move forward to
join in where God is at work among us
and around us.

Currents Fall 2021

Currents - Fall 2021.indd 5

| 5

10/12/2021 3:31:16 PM

Birch Grove Mennonite
Church, Port Allegheny, PA
This past April we celebrated four
years of serving our community and
surrounding communities through our
food pantry (Gathered at the Grove.)
It is a true blessing to witness many
from the community coming together
to serve those in need. I have been
blessed to talk with, pray with, and joke
with those who come to receive food.
At Birch Grove we have a
woman’s group that meets once a
month to sew and make comforters
which get distributed mainly through
M.C.C. Again, other women from the
community come to participate in this
ministry.
I see God at work as our church
family comes together to care for each
other, as we weep with those who weep,
and rejoice with those who rejoice.
I see God at work as existing
relationships are nurtured and grow
stronger; and as new relationships are
being formed through the outreach
ministries! God is GOOD!

Community Mennonite
Church of Lancaster,
Lancaster, PA
Like other ACC congregations,
Community Mennonite Church of
Lancaster has continued to look for
ways to do and be the Church in the
midst of this pandemic. Through May
2021, we worshipped via Zoom; and
began meeting for worship outside
one Sunday a month. During this time,
we’ve been glad to welcome a number
of new members and this summer
four people were baptized. We hope
to return to our building when local
cases go down to safer levels. We’re in
the process of creating a one-bedroom
low income apartment in a building on
our property - to rent in partnership
with Chestnut Housing Corporation
(East Chestnut Mennonite). At the
invitation of our new Dismantling
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Racism Committee, the congregation
read and discussed I Am Still Here by
Austin Channing Brown this spring.
We also commissioned an internal
assessment by Dr. Drew Hart and
Heather Cotignola-Pickens to help
us recognize and dismantle racism
within ourselves. To focus our worship
and spiritual growth this fall, we’re
using a study journal series aimed at
cultivating courageous conversations
across differences (I’ve been meaning
to ask…a series for curiosity, courage,
& connection - sanctifiedart.com).
Looking ahead, we’re working on a
mural with our neighborhood and local
artist, Salina Almanzar. We are also
currently seeking a 2/3 time associate
pastor of Children’s Ministries. If
anyone comes to mind, we’d be
grateful if you’d direct them to our
Pastoral Search Committee Chair, Julie
Denlinger Bushong (jul.and.tyler@
gmail.com) Blessings, all!

Conestoga Mennonite
Church, Morgantown, PA
2021 has been a year of transition
as the Conestoga church family said
goodbye to its long-time and well-loved
pastor, Bob Petersheim, who retired on
August 31. The congregation is grateful
for the solid foundations that Bob and
Cindy were able to put in place at CMC
over the past 12 years and for the joyful
celebration of their ministry that took
place in late August. CMC is looking
forward to welcoming Bob and Cindy
back to the congregation in March
following their recommended 6-month
absence during the transition period.
On August 29, after several
months of working alongside Pastor
Bob, Jeremiah Martin was installed
as CMC’s new lead pastor. Prior to
coming to CMC, Jeremiah and his wife
Shaelagh were actively supported in
their missionary work in France by the
CMC congregation. Throughout the
year-long pastoral search process and
transition period, the congregation,

CMC leadership, and the Martins
have expressed gratefulness for
that pre-existing relationship and a
smooth pastoral transition. There is an
atmosphere of expectancy now as the
CMC church family prays and works
together to continue the many good
things already happening in their midst
while also seeking to discern what God
has in store for this next phase of their
life together.

Crossway Church,
Ocean City, MD
Crossway
Church
enjoyed
another blessed year of fellowship
with one another and drawing closer
to God. While maintaining a safe and
respectful environment during this
stressful time of the Covid pandemic,
we were able to keep our doors open
and invite all who desired to come
and worship. Even with strict Covid
restrictions in place, the Training
Station Pre School remained open
throughout, and is enjoying a strong
attendance to date. Crossway’s summer
camp returned and was a wonderful
success. We increased our leadership
team and recently completed a new
membership class. Pastor Dan’s Bible
Study has also resumed. Incorporation
remains a focus for our church and the
appropriate paperwork has been filed
and is moving forward. Crossway is still
in a season of small numbers, and our
focus is to grow the church and offer
various ministries so we can be a light
in our community. We are striving to be
a place where everyone can come and
experience the love and saving Grace
of Christ. God continues to bless us
and strengthen us as we keep moving
forward.

East Chestnut
Street Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, PA
During the pandemic, our weekly
Community Meal has needed to shift
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to “takeout,” serving some 100 persons
every Monday evening. A core from
ECSMC is on hand every week to
build and deepen relationships with

adopting new worship practices to keep
everyone safe, like going outside to our
parking lot for a special time of singing.

feel a call to embrace a vision of church
as a reconciling community instead of
accepting disconnection, alienation,
and polarization.
In the past year, resuming
gathered worship helped many of us
begin to heal from a long season of
isolation and disconnection. Getting
back to personal visits and in-person
Sunday School did the same. Being in
a community rich in diverse thought
helped us “pursue what leads to peace
and mutual edification” (Ro. 14:19) in
the midst of a polarizing culture.
Five Sr. High Youth made a public
profession of faith through baptism,
joining themselves to the reconciling
community of the church.
Reconciliation calls us to think of
how God is reconciling the world to

our neighbors. We are very grateful to
be able to collaborate with other ACC
congregations in this venture, including
Neffsville, Blossom Hill, Rossmere,
and James Street.
Another significant area of
ministry has been walking alongside
four families from Congo as they settle
into their new lives here in Lancaster. In
partnership with Church World Service,
our congregation has been helping
these families to find work, housing,
English tutoring, and schooling for
their children.
Chestnut Housing Corporation
continues to renovate affordable
spaces for households coming out of
homelessness. We are excited about
two new apartments that have recently
become available in our “Chestnut
Corner” building, two blocks east of
church.
Our worship of God continues
to nourish our congregation’s life
and mission. We began to worship in
person again on July 3 and have enjoyed

Forest Hills Mennonite
Church, Leola, PA
As we
emerge from the
disorientation of the past year, the
challenge of disconnection looms
large. We feel disconnected from one
another, from the world around us,
and from our normal rhythms of
congregational life. Looking ahead, we

Godself, restoring right relationship
with humans even while we were
enemies. In the same way, God calls
us to reconciliation with one another,
restoring right relationship across
differences and even hostilities. This is
the ministry of the church.
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Frazer Mennonite
Church, Frazer, PA
The theme of 2021 at Frazer
Mennonite is “Pivot.” We’ve pivoted out
of zoom worship, into outdoor worship,
and soon expect to head back into the
building to worship for the first time in
over 18 months. None of it has been
easy. Each move requires a different set
of skills, and a different kind of volunteer.
Twenty twenty was exhausting; 2021 is
just hard. And yet, folks at Frazer still
want to be together. We’re still creatively
trying to figure out the best way to love
our neighbors as we love ourselves.
This fall, we begin a new approach

Grace & Peace
Mennonite Church,
New York, NY
At Grace & Peace Mennonite
Church, we think of ourselves as a “church
family,” and we often refer to considering
“how we may spur one another on in
love and good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24).
We initially considered ourselves a NYCbased congregation, but having switched
to Zoom in March of 2020, our family
now extends across several states, and we
are truly a church without walls. Despite
the difficulties and sadness of COVID,
we are grateful to have discovered that
meeting virtually is actually a gift for our
congregation. We are committed
to accommodating the diversity
of needs among us, and now have
a weekly Bible Study and monthly
“Fun Nights” in addition to our
Sunday afternoon worship. Each
gathering provides opportunity for
sharing joys, sorrows, and prayer
requests, and connecting with
each other in meaningful ways. We
are continuing to explore ways to
deepen and extend fellowship with
each other and other Mennonite
congregations. Following is a
snapshot of significant milestones
for Grace & Peace Mennonite
Church in 2021:
Approved for membership in
Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC)
Anita Castle approved for
ordination by the ACC Ministerial
Leadership Committee

to children and youth programming-the FMC Peacemakers. Each month,
we’re gathering our K-12 kids to actively
practice peacemaking. In September,
we focused on building community;
next time we meet, we’ll learn about
prisons and make prison care kits. The
kids are having a great time, and are
really appreciating the opportunity to be
together outside. It’s a hopeful sign to see
our resilient kids learning and having fun!

Joined the NYC Council
of Mennonite Churches as an ACC
congregation
Anita entered Hesston’s CALL
program, and Rhonda began a Master’s
program at AMBS
Anita and Rhonda are on the
founding Board of Directors of the
Anabaptist Treasure Network to develop
the first Mennonite Central Committee
Thrift Store in New York City.
Our first hybrid service was held
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on Sunday, September 19 in Rhonda’s
home—the first time we met in person
since March 8, 2020.
On October 10, we again will meet
in a hybrid format for Anita’s Ordination.

Hebron Mennonite
Church, Hagarstown, MD
This year Hebron Church dared
to be different.
We started the year with a
transitional pastor who isn’t actually
Anabaptist but a local friend-of-thechurch from the United Church of
Christ!
We realized we’ll never again have
to cancel worship because of snow,
because we’ve gotten pretty good at
using Zoom!
The Sunday after Easter was a
time of Holy Humor, and everyone
spontaneously wore silly hats in our
Zoom worship.
From April through the end of
September we held worship outside
under a beautiful old maple, even when
we were clear to move inside.
More importantly, we found our
“why?” question—why are we here
and why should people want to be a
part of this congregation? The name
Hebron comes from one of the cities
of refuge in the Old Testament, and
in 2021 we’re exploring new ways of
being a refuge in the 21st century. The
process has just begun and we know it
will be a long time, a few years maybe,
before we begin to bear fruit outside
the church, but we are hopeful because
God is so good!

James Street Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, PA
Adaptation: the act or process
of changing to better suit a situation.
COVID-19 has brought many
unwanted changes to our lives over the
past 18 months, and is a situation we
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have little control over. After the initial
shock wore off, the leadership at James
Street Mennonite Church began to ask
the question, “How can we do things
differently?” The past year has been one
of creating new ways of doing things
to enable our church community to
function in the midst of this pandemic.
Smaller groups – i.e. men’s coffee
groups, Dames at James, small group
ministry, hiking groups, etc. could still
meet safely and were encouraged. We
began live streaming worship services
for those who couldn’t meet in person
and holding monthly outdoor services
when the weather allowed. We even had
our first ‘Blessing of the Animals’ and
someone even brought their chicken!
Use of the current curriculum
from MennoMedia that brings children,
youth, and adults together in worship
and learning has allowed us to begin
a new format of Christian Education
for all ages. It’s not our traditional
Sunday School, but it meets the needs
of parents asking for the return to
Christian Education for their children,
in a format that allows us to meet using
safe COVID protocols. The theme
“Seeking Justice Together” allowed
us to continue building on our theme
for 2021 and fits perfectly with our
Mission, Vision and Values.
Rather

than

focusing

on

things we can no longer do, we’re
finding opportunities to adapt and
create new ways of being the church.

Landisville Mennonite
Church, Landisville, PA
Anti-racism was a dominant
theme at Landisville Mennonite
Church this year. Our anti-racism group
shared a variety of resources with the
congregation. And they invited youth
and adults to share their understanding
of racism through short essays and
works of art. Those contributions
are on display in our foyer. Creation
Care was also a dominant theme this
year. Our Trees, Bees and Butterflies
committee has provided education
and inspiration as we engage in some

changes to our landscape. We planted
a small orchard with native fruit trees,
and added some native plantings to
our Weaver Memorial. Later this fall
we will add more trees and a meadow,
and install solar panels on part of our
building.

Laurel Street Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, PA
Laurel Street has regathered in
person and on Zoom as a “new”
community with over 10 new
households. A priority is to foster
authentic community and create spaces
to nurture relationships, connections,
and friendships within our church,
neighborhood, and city. One Sunday
a month during the summer, we
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met in smaller groups for service
projects, hiking, nature mandalas,
and conversation. We also enjoyed a
camping weekend which included pour
art. This fall, small groups are meeting
for Bible Study, sharing their stories,
communal sharing, and a monthly
meeting called Refresh. Social times are
also a priority as some learn to crochet,
others serve meals to the homeless,
volunteer at Blessings of Hope or
welcome guests to their homes. We
look forward to a neighborhood Fall
Fest in October and a Festival of lights
in December in our church parking lot.
We continue to seek ways to partner
with the new Spanish church who is
meeting in our facility and with other
community organizations to bring
peace and well-being to all.

the MVS unit, at least for this season.
And we have redirected our outreach
for residents to students and those who
work in the helping fields who attend
NYC Mennonite churches or are
already located in NYC. As a church,
we are blessed to be centered in Jesus
and oriented toward hope that sustains.

training and readings enhanced our
awareness that our society is becoming
perniciously racist, inspiring us grasp
the hope that: There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus. (Gal.
3:28)
Small groups of us also participated

Manhattan Mennonite
Fellowship, Manhattan, NY
After a year and a half, Manhattan
Mennonite Fellowship returned to
weekly, in-person worship on Sunday,
September 26. By God’s grace, we
have gained a few members. That
said, there were also others who
stepped back during this time. In many
ways, this has been a season of soulsearching for our fellowship on many
levels. The pandemic, compounded by
police violence on black bodies and
the awareness that has been brought
about by the #MeToo Movement, has
caused us to lean into our convictions
and reflect on culture, diversity, justice
and equity. Recently, as a fellowship,
many members and regular attenders
participated in the Intercultural
Diversity Index, a cultural competency
assessment that surveys individuals
and groups. We are beginning a new
season of vision discernment at MMF,
and the IDI is one of the lenses that
we have decided we need to access to
understand the complexity of the many
issues facing each of us individually and
facing our world right now. A next shift
that MMF recently made was to close
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Mennonite
Congregation of
Boston, Cambridge, MA
A Community that is Virtually
Dynamic: Like most congregations in
the U.S., if not throughout the world,
MCOB decided to suspend in-person
services for three weeks in March
2020; we could not have imagined that
we would be meeting, via Zoom, 18
months later. We are anticipating the day
when we will see each other in person,
but Zoom has had a few benefits: We
have enjoyed hosting people who live
in other parts of the country; some
of us have attended services while we
are travelling or have been on vacation,
and we had the privilege of joining
seven other congregations for a virtual
worship service titled: Many Churches:
One Body in Christ.
In response to some racial
hostilities in our society, we engaged
the Widerstand Anti-Racism Training
and an anti-racism book group. The

in a variety of outdoor activities. They
included meals in backyards of the
gracious hosts of our congregation,
enjoying the hiking trails in the Greater
Boston Area and attending an outdoor
concert by Luke Concannon and
Stephanie Hollenberg. Also, a few of
us walked along Duxbury beach to see
a piping plover, a “near threatened”
shorebird that should replace the
“calling birds” on the fourth day of
The 12 Days of Christmas. While birds
that call are important, we will fail our
responsibilities to be effective stewards
of the environment if the plovers stop
piping.

New Holland Mennonite
Church, New Holland, PA
New Holland Mennonite Church
began 2021 worshipping through
Zoom. One of the blessings of Zoom
is that we were able to have people
from around the world join us and
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share about their ministries. We heard
from Guatemala, Cambodia, and other
countries. Preachers logged in from
California, Indonesia, and Oregon.
On Pentecost Sunday we gathered
in small groups in backyards and
celebrated the coming of the Holy
Spirit. It was such a hit that we might
do it again next year! (Just because we
are back in the church building doesn’t
mean we need to stay there!)
This year’s Easter worship service
began at 6:15 a.m. in the dark. “Up
from the grave he arose” resounded as
the sun began to rise.
After 68 weeks of worshipping
through Zoom or outdoors, the folks
at New Holland Mennonite Church
were greeted into the sanctuary on June
27, by children dancing to “I was glad
when they said unto me, let us go into
the house of the Lord!” It felt like a
new beginning as we sat in chairs rather
than benches in the newly remodeled
sanctuary. (Our Early Learning Center
children and staff enjoy the open
space in the back of the sanctuary to
run and play during the week). As a
congregation we were committed to
not gathering together inside until
it was safe for everyone, and we are
grateful that the majority of our youth
and adults chose to be vaccinated
against the coronavirus, making it safe
to be together once again.
The church garden produced an
abundance this year! We are projecting
12,000 pound total (sweet potatoes,
cabbage, broccoli, and cauliflower
are still waiting to be harvested)! The
veggies were distributed to the Early
Learning Center for meals, to families,
and to CrossNet Ministries’ food
pantry.
In August, a group from church
welcomed a Congolese refugee family
into the New Holland Community.
On September 12, we left our
worship space and celebrated a baptism
of two youth in the Garden Spot

Village pool.
New Holland Mennonite Church
embraced new challenges, new ways of
thinking, new ways of being, and new
ways of doing all with God right there
with us, equipping us with what we
needed at each step.

North Baltimore
Mennonite Church,
Baltimore, MD
2021 has been a season of
transition for our congregation at
North Baltimore Mennonite Church.
It’s been exciting to start meeting
in person on the lawn every other
week while also experimenting with
hybrid Zoom services. In August,
Mick Sommers started as our
interim pastor after we said goodbye
to Dave Greiser as our lead pastor in
April. We look forward to what God
has in store for our future.

North Bronx Mennonite
Church, Bronx, NY
The gracious and loving presence
of God’s Spirit has moved among us
in 2021 through now-familiar Zoomset patterns of prayer and scripture
study and singing and reflection as well
as in more extraordinary events, some
shocking and painful, some delightful
and inspiring. August held both

extremes. Ariel’s death at age 27, after
18 years of kidney failure, dialysis, and a
failed transplant, came amid Hurricane
Ida’s after-effects; and Baby Aiden
was born the same week, bringing
new life and new joy into our church
community.
We’ve met face-to-face a few
times for deeply gratifying “driveway
potlucks,” but we remain very cautious
and conscious in our intention to keep
each other safe while the pandemic
continues. We may begin hybrid
worship in January.
This year marks the 35th
anniversary of North Bronx as an
emerging [Lancaster Conference]
congregation. It also marks Ruth Yoder
Wenger’s 25th anniversary as our pastor,
installed in 1996 and credentialed five
years later, the first woman licensed
for specific ministry as lead pastor by
Lancaster Conference, four days after
the cataclysmic events of 9/11.
Throughout these years, typical
of urban congregations, we’ve seen
many transitions in membership and
leadership. Our mission statement
sustains our commitment and blends
our multiple diversities into our one
purpose, to share God’s love with each
other and our neighbors:
We share God’s love
as we seek to follow the way of Jesus
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through compassion and
companionship.
As a community of
faith for all ages,
we worship together,
study the Bible,
and invite others to join us.
We offer hospitality, harmony,
healing, and hope,
radiating peace and equity
in our families, our
neighborhoods, and the world.
We give thanks for the church
home we’ve found in North Bronx,
grateful for each other and for the love
and grace which nurture and sustain
us.

Oley Valley Mennonite
Church, Oley, PA
David Gehman, who had
previously served as pastor at Oley
Valley Mennonite about thirty years
ago, began as interim pastor this past
June. He finds visiting every family
that attends regularly rewarding and
is also making visits to friends of the
congregation. As a congregation, we
were saddened by the brief illness
and recent death in September of our
previous pastor, Gary Lloyd, and pray
for God to comfort his family.
We returned to enjoying our
monthly fellowship meals this
summer. A Church Picnic held in July
at The Barn on Laurel was a fun time
of fellowship and food. A new Bible
Study on the Gospel of Matthew
began in August, led by Pastor Dave,
and meets twice a month.
The congregation is involved
in several mission projects, including
assembling Relief Kits for MCC and is
planning to again assemble Christmas
boxes for Samaritan’s Purse. We
anticipate continuing to be involved
in local mission, sharing the love of
Christ with others in our community,
inviting them to worship Christ and
fellowship with us.
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God continues to be faithful. As
we emerge from the impacts of the
pandemic, we look forward to finding
new ways to connect, worship, and
form a new vision for our church
moving forward. We desire to be a
part of God’s mission among us and
in our community

Pilgrims Mennonite
Church, Akron, PA
Pilgrims Mennonite Church
has sustained congregational life
by creatively finding ways to be a
congregation during the COVID-19
pandemic.
We used Zoom to
gather for worship, small groups,
committee meetings and interpersonal
connections. We discovered that we
could share original art, photography,
music, and creative writing centered
on the worship theme. Persons who
connected to the congregation in
the past were able to join worship
through Zoom, even from their sites
of international service. We were
blessed by persons sharing from their
observations in situations around the
world, which we were remembering in
prayer.
We discovered that when our
service concluded on Zoom we often
stayed on the site to catch up with each
other, often interacting with different

persons than we would have if we were
in person. Sunday school teachers
developed safe ways for children to
meet for Sunday afternoon classes.
Connecting with each other outside
for a walk in the park or a bonfire
were anticipated moments. In July we
returned to corporate gatherings at the
Welcome Place at Mennonite Central
Committee, Akron; safety precautions
continue to protect us and others who
use the building.
The Leadership Team is Sue
Glick, convener; Sheri Wenger,
worship elder; Marsha Emerson,
administrative elder; and Nelson
Yoder, pastoral elder. In the past
months we looked at our history, who
we see as our neighbor, and our visions
for the future. Pilgrims remains a
congregation with high congregational
involvement and a strong desire to
creatively share Jesus’ love with our
community.

Ridgeview Mennonite
Church, Gordonville, PA
Something old and something
new: “Therefore, every scribe who
has been trained for the Kingdom
of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”
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annual blessing of the backpacks as
the new school year began.
Probably the most exciting
addition to our community life has
been the installation of a playground on
the church property. Installed shortly
after Easter, the playground gets heavy
use on Sunday mornings and by the
children of the neighborhood during
the week.

In many ways this verse describes
what we have been doing at Ridgeview
this past year. We embarked on a
process to look at a new structure
for ministry that might better serve
our current congregation and the
community around us. Part of that
process was to look at what we
treasure about who we have been and
what we have done, as well as imagine
who we are becoming and what new
things God is doing.
One old treasure is our Tuesday
Alive program focused on ages 55
and up. The pandemic postponed our
meetings for a year and a half. We were
often asked by community members
when we would begin again. We knew
that this time of coming together for
learning, fellowship and a meal was
filling a need in our community. We
are celebrating a renewed start to the
program this fall.
A new treasure is our growing
relationship to Branch Community, a
new congregation who shares space
in our building. Together we have
improved our building including
planning and fundraising for a major
renovation project to the foyer. We are
also planning our first joint worship
service in October. We pray with and
for each other for God’s kingdom to
come here in this place.

Rossmere Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, PA

Zion Mennonite
Church, Birdsboro, PA

2021 has been a year of slowly
reengaging in our life together as a
community of believers. After over
a year of mostly gathering online on
Sunday mornings, we began gathering
together in-person on Easter. Two
months later on June 20 we returned
to our sanctuary, albeit wearing masks.
We continue to have our services
available on zoom with the service
displayed in our fellowship hall for
anyone who desires a little more room
to spread out. Our sanctuary was
probably the most “full” at the end of
August where on one Sunday we had a
baby dedication, a blessing for a family
leaving for a year of service, and our

Zion is alive and well. The
pandemic is trying its best to squelch
our spirit, but we only missed inperson worship for only a few months
since it all began. In December we
began broadcasting our services over
FaceBook Live to include those who
didn’t feel comfortable attending an
in-person service. Church leadership
is taking all precautions to have a
meaningful, yet safe meeting place and
worship experience. Recently Zion
returned to our “normal” in-person
activities with much precaution.
In September 2020, Steve
Crane began as our part-time interim
pastor. During all of 2021 our Sunday
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morning prayer and praise time was
replaced with individual testimonies.
Based on Acts 1:8, church folks were
asked to take the “Witness Stand.”
These were wonderfully received and
are an encouragement to us all. In
May we used the baptistry in a local
church to hold a baptism service for
four individuals. They each shared
meaningful testimonies. Connections
with New Person Ministries of
Reading have been strengthened; the
men in this program are an important
part of our fellowship. In July we
had a church picnic in a local park. A
beautiful Saturday in September made
an enjoyable day for our Community
Yard Sale. Funds were raised to
support two of Zion’s missionaries.
A “prayer tent” at the yard sale
was a significant addition. Monthly
fellowship meals resumed in August
and mid-week bi-weekly Community

#LearnPrayJoin is a series
of initiatives where Mennonite
Church USA encourages people
and congregations to “Learn, Pray,
Join” together for a specific topic.

Nights began in September. We were
saddened by the deaths of two of our
dear members, Anita Whisler in June
and George Clifford in August. Zion
has continued supporting MCC and
MDS projects as well as purchasing a
commercial refrigerator/freezer for a
Reading food pantry.

Congregations not listed:
African Community Church
of Lancaster, Manheim, PA
Ark Bible Chapel, Boyertown, PA
Blosom Hill Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, PA
Friendship Community
Church, Bronx, NY
Grace & Peace Mennonite
Church, New York City
Hope Community Church,
Fleetwood, PA
Neffsville Mennonite
Church, Lancaster, PA

possessions, we are to live simply,
practice mutual aid within the
church, uphold economic justice,
and give generously and cheerfully.
As persons dependent on God’s
providence, we are not to be anxious
Right now we encourage people about the necessities of life, but to
and congregations to “Learn, Pray,
seek first the kingdom of God. We
Join” about the Cost of Poverty. We’ll cannot be true servants of God
explore the topic of poverty from
and let our lives be ruled by desire
theological and practical perspectives, for wealth.” (from “Confession of
addressing its intersectional nature
Faith in a Mennonite Perspective,”
and the impact of the pandemic.
Article 21: Christian Stewardship)
“As stewards of money and
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CRMs not listed on
following pages :
Black Rock Retreat, Quarryville, PA
Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA
Choice Books, Manheim, PA
Garden Spot Village,
New Holland, PA
Harmonies Workshop, Lancaster, PA
Lancater Mennonite Historical
Society, Lancaster, PA
New Holland Early Learning
Center, New Holland, PA
Reservoir Hill House of
Peace, Baltimore, MD
The City School, Philadelphia, PA
Wellspan Philhaven, Mt. Gretna, PA

And Jesus, looking at him,
loved him, and said to him, “You
lack one thing: go, sell all that you
have and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me.” –Mark 10:21
Find congregational study
resources, podcasts, stories and other
resources at www.mennoniteusa.org/
learn-pray-join/cost-of-poverty/
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Conference Related Ministry Stories
The 23 Conference Related Ministries (CRMs) serve as the organizational
hands and feet of the Church, providing specialized ministries to
provide care, education, and discipleship in our communities. ACC
congregations are encouraged to provide prayers, financial support,
volunteer/board involvement, church exposure, and advocacy to
support these ministries.

Bridge of Hope National, Exton, PA
Bridging the Gap: Last year Kim*
(name changed for confidentiality)
and her two children moved to be
near her parents. But what seemed
like a great plan started to crumble
when their rental fell through. They
moved into a hotel temporarily.
Kim’s parents were not able to help
the family financially, and her small
savings were depleting quickly.
The school district they moved

into held classes online because of
COVID-19, so Kim spent her time
helping her son with his new school,
searching for a job and an apartment.
She took a night shift job at the
local convenience store. Kim caught

a couple hours of sleep when her
children went to bed, and then got up
for work. Her mother stayed with the
children overnight while she worked.
During the day Kim kept her son
focused on school, and entertained
her daughter, age 3, napping while
she napped. On limited sleep, and
limited finances, Kim began to
lose hope. The gap was widening.
Money was running out. She felt like
she would never be able to afford
the security deposit and rent for an
apartment. She
didn’t have the
time or energy to
look for another
job. Kim was
feeling isolated
and alone.
Then
she
found
Bridge
of Hope. Kim
welcomed
the
opportunity to
connect
with
a
group
of
Neighboring
Volunteers from
Frazer Mennonite
Church. She is
looking forward
to
making
friends, learning
to know the area,
and finding role
models for her
children. She is excited to have a small
apartment, and find a job as a medical
assistant. There are many families like
Kim’s living in the margins, who can
end the cycle of homelessness with

support and encouragement.
This past year we have seen a
great and disproportionate impact
from the pandemic on families
we serve. Housing costs have
skyrocketed, and it is very difficult
to find affordable rental housing.
There is a widening gap between
homelessness and stability, a gap
between isolation and connection,
and a gap between despair and hope.
Bridge of Hope is bridging the gap
for families facing homelessness by
engaging churches, such as Frazer
Mennonite, James Street Mennonite,
and Community Mennonite Church
of Lancaster. Other ACC churches,
such as Neffsville Mennonite,
New Holland Mennonite, Pilgrims
Mennonite, Forest Hills Mennonite
and Blossom Hill Mennonite are
also engaged through financial
support and with members serving
on our community boards. We are
so grateful to Atlantic Coast church
members for their Neighboring
support and for their involvement
on our Community Boards. For
more information about how you or
your church can help to end family
homelessness please check out our
website www.bridgeofhopeinc.org,
and contact Kathy Beiler at KathyB@
bridgeofhopeinc.org.

Camp Deerpark,
Westbrookville, NY
This year marked a year of
openings. Summer children’s camp
re-opened much to the delight of
children, parents, and counselors.
The State of New York allowed
for 36 campers per session, which
is about of 75% capacity for Camp
Deerpark. The intense socialization
was an adjustment for both campers
and counselors. It was a safe and
meaningful summer.
Currents Fall 2021
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church leaders with a mindset for local
missions and planting new missional
communities within the Virginia
Mennonite Conference. His previous
experiences have included serving as
director of the multicultural student
services office at Eastern Mennonite
University (EMU), director of learning,
exploring, and participating at Eastern
Mennonite Seminary, and advisor for

In September, we celebrated the
grand opening of the Promise Center
as part of our annual Homecoming
weekend. Dale Stoltzfus shared how
a children’s camp village was part of
the vision for Camp Deerpark from
the beginning in 1969. Ben Cheek told
about the many volunteers who helped
to make the building possible. Ben
highlighted Jesse Yoder who worked
alone for six weeks through the early
part of quarantine. Board chair, Daniel
Angustia, talked about our dreams
for the future and the ministry that
will happen in the Promise Center for
years to come. Philip Mendez, with the
help of his summer camp counselor
Yeremy Sisnero, cut the ribbon as the
congregation sang, “Praise God from
who all blessings flow.”
We are grateful for the 515
individuals, 14 churches, 7 foundations,
and 5 business who gave financially
so we could cut the ribbon on a
completely debt free building. We are
also grateful for the skill and artisanship
of 187 volunteers who have given us a
stunningly beautiful facility.
Thank you ACC for your support.

Eastern Mennonite
Missions, Lancaster, PA
Photo: All three living, former
EMM presidents gather for Dr. Marvin
Lorenzana’s installation as the ninth
president of EMM on August 15. Left
to right: Marvin Lorenzana, Gerry
Keener, Nelson Okanya, and Norman
Shenk. Photo by Joe Hollinger.
On March 1, Dr. Marvin Lorenzana
became the ninth president of Eastern
Mennonite Missions. We’re grateful for
Marvin and the extensive leadership
he brings to EMM. From 2013 until
the beginning of 2021, Marvin worked
with Mennonite Mission Network as
a minister for discipleship initiatives.
In that role, he functioned as a coach
for church leaders who are interested
in developing a culture of intentional
disciple-making within their local
congregations.

Latinos with multicultural students at
EMU.
Marvin has also served as a youth
pastor, associate pastor, senior pastor,
and church planter with assignments in
New Orleans, El Paso, Texas, Miami,
and more recently in Harrisonburg, Va.
Born in Tegucigalpa, the capital city of
Honduras, he felt a calling from God
in 1994 to become a missionary to the
nation with the second-largest Hispanic
population in the world — the United
States.
Marvin has a bachelor’s degree
in management and organizational
development from Eastern Mennonite
University, a Master of Divinity degree
from Eastern Mennonite Seminary,
and a Doctor of Ministry degree from
Asbury Theological Seminary where he
was a Beeson scholar.

In 2009, Marvin founded the
Mennonite Hispanic Initiative, a
ministry of Virginia Mennonite
Missions that seeks to develop Hispanic
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Friendship
Community, Lititz, PA
Adults with Intellectual Disability
and Autism face challenges and barriers
in life that can be especially significant!
They often confront both personal
physical and cognitive obstacles as well
as external challenges from the world
and culture we live in.
For almost 50 years, the Christian
ministry of Friendship Community has
been helping Adults with Intellectual
Disability and Autism to “Impact the
World with their Capabilities”.
The Individuals we serve are
thriving! We currently provide
residential services for 77 wonderful
individuals, while another 16 are served
through our home-based services and
1 through our Lifesharing program. In
addition, the innovative programming
of the Friendship Heart Gallery &
Studio serves 45 creative artists.
One recent wonderful collaboration
was the work of the Heart Artists with
Lancaster Community Artists, Julia
Elizabeth Morrell, Colin Morrell and
Maria Tomassetti, on a community
garden mural project. The brick sides
of the Morrell’s home, on the 300 block
of North Mary St., Lancaster, PA came
alive in mid-September with an exterior
floral design to create awareness,
community and togetherness. Our
Artist’s capabilities shined, and we
are grateful for how God has worked
through this and other wonderful
partnerships of support!

Lancaster Mennonite
School, Lancaster, PA
Unification: Lancaster Mennonite
School’s 2021 Story!
Lancaster Mennonite School
opened the 2021-22 school year
with an enrollment increase. We are
excitedly planning for the unification
of the Locust Grove (PreK-8th grades)
and New Danville (PreK-5th grades)
campuses at the Lancaster campus on

Lincoln Highway, a beautiful 95
acre campus where all grades
PreK-12th will be together.
This will take effect next year,
in the 2022-23 school year, and
we are actively renovating our
academic spaces to prepare
new high school math and
science rooms, as well as
middle school and elementary
spaces.
While this is a physical
unification of campuses it
will also be a unification in academic
programs, teaching staff, and all things
for LM. Unification brings us together,
but it is also a time to ask questions
and develop the strongest qualities of
our schools. Unification is a process of
finding a new road together with staff
and students.
In the midst of these changes, our
community continues to be guided by
our core values:
• Together We Will…
• Seek Jesus Wholeheartedly
• Live Compassionately
• Build Bridges of Peace
• Cultivate Global Citizens
• Nurture Curiosity & Creativity
• Empower Lifelong Learning
• Change the World!
LM’s theme verse this year is Micah
6:8, and it gives us the opportunity to
practice acting justly, loving mercy, and
walking humbly. It will be a theme
throughout the year in our classrooms
and chapels.
Please pray for LM as we prepare
to unify and practice God’s call.

Landis Communities,
Lititz, PA
In 2021, Landis Communities
continued to stay focused on keeping
residents, clients and team members
safe in times of a pandemic. We were
challenged by a staffing shortage
causing us to explore new strategies and
practices to gain and retain employees.
We also sought new opportunities to
serve older adults with diverse needs
and interests. Through it all, we were
reminded that change is an ongoing
and often stretching experience. Our
Guiding Values of Joy, Compassion,
Integrity, Stewardship and Community,
remembered with the phrase “Jesus
Christ in Street Clothes,” remain at the
heart of our mission. We continue to
value the relationships we have with
ACC congregations, with more than
150 residents, clients, team members,
along with those serving on our boards,
being part of this fellowship.
As we listen to persons for whom
a traditional retirement home setting
is not an option, our commitment to
serving a broader spectrum of aging
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an increasingly diverse aging
community, we have been
far more intentional about
making materials available in
Spanish. We are asking the
hard questions around how to
best provide services to folks
who have traditionally been
underserved. Local pastors
and representatives of the
Native American community
in Lancaster city participated in
our “Blessing of the Ground”
event launching Landis Place
on King.

adults continues to grow. We began
work on Landis Place on King, which
will bring 79 apartments for persons
age 55+ with low and moderate
incomes. This innovative approach to
including affordable housing within
a middle market community is being
financially supported through a
capital campaign, not federal or state
subsidies. This downtown Lancaster
project is bringing enhanced working
relationships with Tenfold, SACA
and other local organizations serving
diverse populations. We are also praying
for the awarding of tax credit dollars
to allow us to build a 54 low-income
housing apartments in Millersville.
With our goal of providing
Comforting Live-at-Home Services
and Feel-at-Home Communities® for
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We continue to seek
guidance and support from
those who are part of the
Atlantic Coast Conference
congregations. Please continue
to pray for our work and for
persons who share our vision
to come alongside us in prayer
and through financial support as they
are able. For more information, please
see LandisCommunities.org.

Mennonite Children’s
Choir of Lancaster,
Lancaster, PA
Returning to in-person and indoor
choral singing, even while masked and
distanced, demonstrates the beauty,
harmony, and power of the collective
human voice! The Mennonite
Children’s Choir of Lancaster (MCCL)
provides space for children and youth
to develop musicianship, leadership,
confidence, and flexibility; perhaps in
deeper ways than during a traditional
choir season. Our mission is training

children and youth to glorify Jesus
Christ through excellent choral
singing. We desire to equip singers for
a lifetime of worship and service and
to pass on our singing heritage through
Christ centered repertoire that affirms
Anabaptist beliefs and reflects the
musical diversity of the church around
the world and across time.
Nearly 100 children and youth
in kindergarten through grade
12 representing more than 40
congregations, 30 schools, and 9
denominations sing together this fall.
Our two choral classes meet for eight
weeks and our three auditioned choirs
rehearse weekly. We are brimming
with excitement for the 2021-2022
choir season featuring incredible
opportunities:
• Christmas concerts with
a Latin music ensemble of
harp, guitar, and marimba
• Choir retreats with a pancake
breakfast or pizza supper
• Concert Choir festival at Music
in the Parks (Hershey Park)
• Chamber Choir international
tour to the Czech Republic with
Eastern Mennonite Missions
• Local Tour Days for all choirs
The pandemic remains challenging
for choral arts, yet MCCL’s resilience,
creativity, desire to learn, and ultimately
our love for singing continues. Soli deo
Gloria!
For more information, videos, and
news, visit mennonitechildrenschoir.org
or email mccl@lancastermennonite.
org to join our mailing list.
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Mennonite Home
Communities, Lancaster, PA
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic,
Mennonite
Home
Communities
continues to fulfill its Christ-based
mission of enriching the lives of 850
residents, staff, and the community. 34
new villas were added at the Woodcrest
Villa campus in the last year. We are
deeply grateful for our staff who have
persevered for eighteen months and for
the volunteers and donors who support
our mission.

New Person
Ministries, Reading, PA
2021 has been a year for New
Person Ministries to catch our collective
breaths and start to dream more about
the future. In past years the focus has
been on the present, particularly while
navigating 2020. The forced slowdown
of 2020 has given us time to think and
get excited for the future.
New Person Ministries purchased
a property in Lancaster and we are in the
early stages of planning on the future
use of that property. We are excited for
the possibilities that exist and the ability
to better serve our residents. Within our
program, we have had the opportunity
to provide more mental health services
to our residents which lets us meet their
needs more holistically.
All of this has allowed us to
strengthen the program internally while
planning for future growth. This is
possible because God has continued to
provide for our needs every step of the
way.

New York Mennonite
Immigration Program,
New York, NY
New York Mennonite Immigration
Program (NYMIP) is proud to be
recognized and accredited by the Board
of Immigration Appeals and listed

on the Department of Justice roster
of Recognized Organizations and
Accredited Representatives for the state
of New York.
Angie Batiz and her daughter
Angelie Batiz immigrated to the
U.S. from Honduras. With the help
of NYMIP, Batiz and her daughter
have been empowered to apply for
documents to live, work and go to
school legally in Bronx, New York.
Here in the U.S., Batiz graduated from
high school while raising Angelie and
hopes to pursue higher education and
study hard to become a doctor.
Do not neglect to show hospitality
to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it.
–Hebrews 13:2

Tel Hai Retirement
Community, Morgantown, PA
As we reflect on yet another
year and the profound impact that
COVID-19 has on the operations of
Tel Hai Retirement Community, we
have witnessed God’s blessing on our
ministry.

Community.
COVID-19 Mitigation Efforts:
God’s continued grace has brought
trust and peace unto the individuals
we serve… residents, their families
and friends of our community. Our
COVID-19
prevention
methods
and vaccination plan have allowed
us to safely reopen our community
throughout 2021. The safety, security
and wellbeing of those we serve remains
our top priority.
Lakehouse Memory Support:
We are eager to welcome individuals’
home to Lakehouse Memory Support
at Tel Hai, our newly expanded, secure
memory
support
neighborhood
opening this Fall. We understand that
with a dementia diagnosis, the future
care needs of loved ones can be a
complex and worrisome challenge. Our
“Alzheimer’s Association essentiALZ”
team is prepared, trained and ready to
serve in a beautiful and intimate homelike environment.

Future Residents: We are thankful
that
we’ve
seen
growth
in our Future
Resident List,
which includes
individuals who
have expressed
interest
in
moving to Tel
Hai.
Their
interest is strong,
and we’re eager
to expand our
residential living
family.
We’re
confident that
the
benefits
of living ‘in community’— as proven
through the COVID-19 pandemic—
have made many realize the advantages
and services available at a Life Plan
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The Shalom Project, Lancsater, PA
Even in these challenging times, we believe that God’s
shalom is emerging around us. Our priority is empowering
our young adult participants to seek that wholeness and
peace for themselves and the Lancaster community. This
year we created a Student Loan Fund to aid our participants
with their student debt, as this has increasingly become
a source of stress and anxiety for college graduates. We
established several new service placement partnerships,
including one with an organization that is using data
analysis to address the shortage of affordable housing in
Lancaster. These placements enable our participants to put
their gifts and skills to use in service to our community.
We are excited for the ways that our current cohort of six
participants will grow and serve during their year with us!

News from Around ACC
Hurricane Ida batters NYC
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By Kenn Thompson and
Jason Storbakken
In September, Hurrican Ida
brough severe flooding to the Northeast
U.S. and hit New York City especially
hard. Central Park recorded upwards of
3 inches of rain in one hour during the
storm that brough significant flooding

there is much clean-up still to do. The
building also suffered wind damage
on the back of the building, which
exacerbated an already compromised
exterior façade, allowing rain to enter the
sanctuary. Unfortunately, the insurance
coverage for the building does not cover
flooding or damage caused by flooding.
The building needs
exterior work to
make sure that rain
no longer is able
to come through
the building. While
the roof is mostly

to the city, including several
members of the ACC
family.
Brooklyn
Peace
Center
experienced significant flooding in
the basement, which caused plumbing
problems that persisted for days. There
is damage to the basement walls and

in good condition,
there is a portion that
needs flashing. All
prayers and support are
welcome as we seek to find resources
to repair the building.
The fierce winds and torrential
rain severely effected Friendship

Community Church in in the Bronx.
Some windows of the old parsonage
were blown out and the rain worked to
further collapse part of the front porch.
Because of the parsonage age and its
deterioration the insurance carrier
declined to cover it, so Hurricane
Ida made a bad situation worse.
Downstairs, the rainfall weakened
windows desperately in need of repair,
cascading around and through the
window frames. The rain also came
through cracks in the wall, and under
and around the door frames. Standing
water reached from the kitchen, into
the main area and all the way into the
restrooms, a distance of about 100 feet.
The separate 10x10 furnace room was
also flooded out with the gas-fueled
boiler and hot water tank partially
submerged. The upstairs only had rain
come through a small area of the foyer
and up front in the Sanctuary away
from public seating.
“We are sorting through items
that have to be discarded and treating
every wall downstairs for mold,” said
pastor Kenn Thompson. “It will take
weeks to rid the area of the damp
odor as downstairs remains closed.”
The congregation thanks you for your
prayers as they work through this
challenge with our Lord’s help, hope
and peace.
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Safe for consumption: a list
of media to feed the soul
Each quarter we’ll bring you a list of new and old
content that’s worth consuming from someone in
the ACC family. This column comes from Kevin and
Nan Kanagy, pastors at Hope Community Church in
Fleetwood, PA.

Books

The Deeply Formed Life: Five
Transformative Values to Root Us in
the Way of Jesus by Rich Villodas (Waterbrook,
2020) If you are longing for deeper discipleship and
a restoration, balance, and focus, this book by New
York City pastor and storyteller is for you. Five
key values include Contemplative Rhythms, Racial
Justice, Interior Examination, Sexual Wholeness, and
Missional Presence. A great read!
Ministry in a Church Dismantled: To Tear Down
or Build Up? By Conrad Kanagy 2021) is the second
book in a four book series, just published. While
we haven’t read it yet, we are hoping Kanagy puts to
words what we all are asking “Ministry and church life
has changed so much in the past year, what do we do
now?” Kanagy writes engaging books and his podcast
is also full of challenging invitations and antidotes for
all followers of Jesus in times such as these.
Live No Lies: Recognize and Resist the Three
Enemies That Sabotage Your Peace by John Mark
Comer. Comer quotes theological writers from years
gone by, but brings practical and simple understanding
for us as believers to thwart the enemy of God. His
ability to synthesize content is astounding and it’s an
easy, inspirational read. Highly recommend!

Podcasts

The Ohio Conference Cast. Formerly
hosted by our pastor friends Bill
Seymor and Thomas Dunn, they’ve transferred
the fun to Corben Weaver Boshart and Ramon
Lianez. These energetic, young pastors in Ohio
Conference bring stories of what God is up to in a
sister MCUSA conference. Great fun. https://
ohiomennoniteconference.org/podcasts/
The Carey Nieuwhof Leadership Podcast is for
any follower of Jesus who is serious about being a
healthy leader at church, business or home. Refreshing,
practical, spiritually, and emotionally insightful. A must
for anyone who juggles a variety of responsibilities.
Carey invites people to be healthier, thriving leaders.
https://careynieuwhof.com/mypodcast/
The Next Right Thing Podcast “What matters
more than the decisions you make, is the person
you’re becoming.” Emiy P. Freeman invites us to
discernment. As a spiritual director and writer, her
short podcasts are a fresh breath of air in our stale
busyness. Need a quick inspiration, or some help with
a decision? Her laser focus on Jesus and his way fixes
us on the Kingdom of God. •

2021 Youth
Retreat highlights
stories of
“Becoming Me”
By Brook Musselman
ACC
youth
groups
from Neffsville, Forest Hills,
Akron and Community spent
a weekend together for the
annual ACC Fall Youth Retreat
at Refreshing Mountain Retreat.
They were a smaller group than
in recent years but the small
size gave more opportunity for
connecting with those from
other congregations.
Sessions focused on the
theme of “Becoming Me,” and
offered stories, reflections, and
encouragement from different
speakers on following God’s call
as we explore our life’s direction.
Speakers Karyn Nancarvis
(Laurel Street), Stan Shantz
(James Street) and Austin Unruh
(Conestoga) each shared from
their experience of seeking their
vocation and pursuing God’s will
in their own lives. Their different
journeys illustrated a variety
of ways that our paths can be
directed, including leaning on
our communities for guidance
and knowing our own skills and
passions.

led the Youth Committee’s
planning for the weekend,
including COVID precautions.
“Abiding by the CDC guidelines
to keep everyone safe during
the weekend was at the
forefront of our planning,” said
Nancarvis. “God was gracious
to bless us with favorable
weather conditions which
accommodated our intentions
to be outside almost the entire
time. Praise God!”
Expectations for good
hand hygiene, social distancing
and mask wearing were in
effect keeping everyone feeling
protected. A big shout out to the
youth leaders and youth for their
intentional support during this
unique time.
Highlights of the weekend
included old-school camp crafts,
late-night ultimate Frisbee,
worship led by Becky Degan
and the Forest Hills worship
band, and the high-ropes course.
The 2022 Youth Retreat
will be held September 9-11
at Refreshing Mountain. Seth
Crissman and Greg Yoder
of the Walking Roots Band
will lead worship and sessions
throughout the weekend. •

In addition to being a
speaker, Karyn Nancarvis
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ACC Leadership Transitions:
third quarter 2021

ACC finances at a glance:
Fiscal year end, June 30, 2021

Anita Castle was ordained for her pastoral
ministry at Grace & Peace Mennonite Church on
October 10. She has been serving as pastor of the
congregation since it formed in 2019.
Jeremiah Martin (Shaelagh) was licensed
toward ordination for his role as pastor of
Conestoga Mennonite Church on August 29. He
and his family recently transitioned from several
years of ministry in France.
Bob Petersheim (Cindy) ended his role as lead
pastor at Conestoga Mennonite Church on
August 31. Bob served at Conestoga for 12 years.

Year-to-date, September 30, 2021

NanaSue Walker (Kevin) ended her ministry
as pastor of lay ministry and young adults with
Neffsville Mennonite Church on August 31.
NanaSue served at Neffsville for five years.
Dwight Rohrer (Jennie) ended his ministry as
associate pastor of youth ministries at Neffsville
Mennonite Church and as conference youth
minister with Atlantic Coast Conference on July
31. Dwight served at Neffsville for 22+ years and
spent eight years in his role with ACC.

With appreciation
for Dwight Rohrer
Dwight Rohrer’s work as a youth
minister has touched the lives of hundreds
of youth at Neffsville Mennonite Church
and his stints with the ACC Youth
Committee, Executive Committee,
and as Conference Youth Minister
have been an enormous blessing to
the conference and its priority to
promote faith formation in young
people.
Dwight brought many years
of youth ministry experience to his
roles with ACC. He brings a quiet,
nonanxious presence that helps all
ages to feel heard and safe. He has
a heart and passion for shaping
the lives of young people and has
dedicated much of his life (and 100+
weekend retreats) to this important
vocation.
ACC staff have appreciated
Dwight’s wisdom, humor, and
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passion as he served as part of the staff
team over the past six years. They and
Executive Committee thank Dwight for
his years of faithful service and his wife,
Jenny, for the years of support given to
his ministry work.

Congregational
Leadership Fund passes
the $300,000 mark
We are very grateful that our
ACC Congregational Leadership
Fund continues to grow!
Currently, we have over $310,000
dollars in the fund. This fund
is being used to assist our
congregations with continuing
education needs for pastors, lay
leaders, and other leadership
development needs. Our goal
is to reach $500,000. Grants
are made each December and
June. Please consider making a
donation to assist our challenge
to build healthy leadership.
Checks marked for the
“CLF” can be mailed to ACC
at 2257 Old Philadelphia Pike,
Lancaster, PA 17602
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The Bible and Christian
Nationalism

By Drew Strait, adapted from
its original posting on Menno
Snapshots, June 30, 2021
The rise of Christian
nationalism is nothing new in our
lifetime. Its ideological power is
felt at every level of our society
as a pervasive permutation of
Christianity that fuses “God
and country” with a militarized,
racialized and nativist gospel.
In the past several years, the
mechanics of Christian nationalism
have come into sharper focus
through the pioneering work of
Andrew Whitehead and Samuel
Perry. In their book, “Taking
America Back for God,” Whitehead
and Perry offer the first data-driven
sociological analysis of Christian
nationalism in the United States,
showing how it has little to do
with historic Christian values and
everything to do with political

such a movement could look like.
The stakes are high: Democracy is
in decline, the vulnerable are at risk,
and, for those of us who deeply care
about the church’s witness, questions
about political idolatry and seeing
God and neighbor rightly abound.
This is our moment to show up.
But how do we actually
go about disrupting Christian
nationalism’s influence? Is our goal
intra-Christian evangelism — to
call Christian nationalists to repent,
to change their minds about God,
violence, power, race and human
difference? Or is that unrealistic and
ridiculous? Perhaps we should focus
internally on our own congregations?
Internally speaking, how do we
socialize our congregations into a
Christianity rooted in the life and
teachings of Jesus, a faith that is
incompatible with the many phobias
that fund Christian nationalism?
Answers to these questions
evade superficial responses, and I
won’t pretend to have my finger on
the pulse of a solution. Whatever

Christian nationalism, in short, is a movement wherein
theological imagination is coopted by state power.
power. In fact, Christian nationalists,
according to Whitehead and Perry,
are often religiously disconnected,
lean toward heterodoxy, and
are often at odds with biblical
values like hospitality, peace and
justice, and neighborly love.
Whitehead and Perry have
done the church a huge favor by
deconstructing the inner-workings
of Christian nationalism. But what
does reconstruction look like in the
context of congregations? How
do we rebuild the church’s public
witness through a movement of
pastors, scholars and organizers
committed to the weightier
matters of the law: “justice,
mercy, and faith”? (Matt 23:23).
Ever since I reviewed “Taking
America Back for God” last summer,
I’ve found myself captivated by what

the solution and strategy, our
conversations demand multidimensional, interdisciplinary and
ecumenical spaces for discussion.
I converted to Anabaptism
from Evangelicalism in 2006
because of Christian nationalism.
I will never forget attending my
first Mennonite convention in
2009 in Columbus, Ohio, as a
delegate for my congregation in
Chicago. I sat mesmerized while
surrounded by Christians who
were determined to bring peace
and justice to the world rather than
division, weaponry and segregation.
And so I was shocked when
Mennonite pastors at my delegate
table shared stories of congregants
who became Christian nationalists
through right-wing talk radio. This

experience has stuck with me for
over a decade and is a reminder
that none of our communities —
not even historic peace churches!
— are immune from the spread
of theologies of oppression.
We are in desperate need of
circles of trust and diverse networks
of fellowship that are equipped
to confront Christian nationalism
with the counter-imperial good
news that Jesus not only is Lord
but is also at work through the
church to reconcile humans to
God and humans to one another.
Read Drew’s four proposed
actions for consideration on the
Menno Snapshots webpage,
tinyurl.com/ygudyvo9.

Drew Strait teaches New Testament
at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical
Seminary. His writing focuses on peace/
peacemaking in early Christianity, along
with early Christian negotiation of Roman
imperialism. He is a member of Keller
Park Church in South Bend, Indiana.
Drew led a popularMennoCon21
seminar of this same title and will speak
and lead conversation at ACC’s upccoming
Fall Assembly at Blossom Hill Mennonite
Church on October 23. More info at
atlanticcoastconference.net/assembly
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Fall Assembly Celebration

Upcoming
Events

Saturday October 23, 2021
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church

Join us for the 2021
Fall Assembly hosted by
Blossom Hill Mennonite
Church. Worship and
delegate sessions will be
held from 9:00 to 11:30 am.
Professor
Drew
Strait will speak and lead
conversation in the late
morning and afternoon
sessions on The Bible and
Christian Nationalism: Faithful Leadership in a World of
Political Idolatry.
Drew’s sessions will
define Christian nationalism
and offer a biblical response
in Anabaptist perspective.
In
conversation
with
texts from the Old and
New Testaments, we will
discuss the significance of
the political metaphor of
idolatry in ancient Jewish
and Christian communities.
Special attention will be given to how political power can
co-opt the mind of the worshiper. After laying a historical
foundation, the seminar will pivot to offer suggestions for
how pastors and lay leaders can faithfully negotiate and
shepherd Christian nationalists and resist the systems of
domination that Christian nationalism amplifies.
Pastors are invited to join Drew for an informal
breakfast and time of conversation from 7:30 to 8:45am
prior to the 9:00am delegate session.
Registration,
delegate
materials,
and
COVID safety measures can be found at:
atlanticcoastconference.net/assembly.
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“Believe and Be
Baptized” workshop
with John Roth
Friday, Nov. 12, 2021
9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Neffsville Mennonie Church

Led by historian John D. Roth, this
workshop will introduce participants
to the Trilateral Dialogue on baptism between Mennonites,
Lutherans, and Catholics and will invite Mennonite participants to
come to a deeper understanding of baptism through conversations
with each other and with local Lutheran and Catholic clergy. Info
and registration at atlanticcoastconference.net/baptism

Healthy Boundaries
101 Training
Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2021
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Frazer Mennonite Church

In Healthy Boundaries 101 Training you will be introduced to the
nature of boundaries and the issues of power and vulnerability. The
course provides an ethical and theological understanding of healthy
boundaries, as well as practical acknowledgement of the arenas that
are often challenging for those in ministry. This course fulfills the HB
training requirement for all ACC credentialed ministers. Information
and registration at tinyurl.com/yhyur74c.
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