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Becoming the Beloved Community
In early March, author, speaker and peacemaker
Osheta Moore spoke at a series of events in Lancaster,
PA at the invitation of the joint Conference Related
Ministry Council of LMC and Atlantic Coast
Conference, a partnership that resources and connects
local ministries serving as the church in our shared
communities.
Osheta Moore was invited following the success
of her recent book, Dear White Peacemakers:
Dismantling Racism with Grit and Grace.
On March 3 she spoke at a public event at
Lancaster Mennonite School and on March 4 to ACC
and LMC pastors and agency leaders at Garden Spot
Village.
Her invitation to white peacemakers was to
follow Jesus’ example of nonviolently pursuing right
relationships and right systems. This is best done,
according to Moore, “through a beloved community
that both invests in interpersonal relationships and
provides care by addressing systemic problems.”
She shared that as we seek to address racism,
we must find a third way that goes beyond racial
reconciliation, or the pursuit of right personal
relationships, and anti-racism, which she defined as the
pursuit of equitable systems. “Ignoring
either aspect creates obstacles for the
church to be truely multicultural.”
Following are reflections from those who
attended the March events and were inspired to
continue pursuing God’s shalom.
Jill Heine
I was glad to hear that ACC/LMC were working
together to bring Osheta Moore to Lancaster to
speak. In August 2021, I read her book “Dear
White Peacemakers” as I have been on the journey
to acknowledge, repent, grieve, heal, and transform
from the lies I absorb from society that white ways
are best. Osheta invites white Christians to internalize
God’s unconditional love and grace for themselves
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as they “work toward a holistic restoration
of the interpersonal and systemic effects
of white supremacy through nonviolence
and empathy” (Moore, 2021, p. 32). She
names allowing God’s unconditional
love and grace to mold our hearts as

Beloved. She calls us to resist the shame
and violence of racism and actively
work toward wholeness moving into
our new identity as Beloved. A Beloved
community is where we acknowledge
systemic racism, affirm the dignity of each
person, and work toward a community
where everyone can thrive.
Several of us at Ridgeview
Mennonite Church have been asking
how we can de-center whiteness, “a
diseased social construct that needs to
be confronted” (Moore, 2021, p. 34). We
have done this by self-learning, seeking
out Black and person of color voices
through books, webinars, and in person

relationships. This includes grieving as
we allow new understandings to move
from our head to our heart, slowly
transforming us. Some recognize we have
much work to do to unwrap ourselves
from whiteness and often much of this
work creates more harm for persons of
color. Yet, if we are not accountable to
persons of color in some way, we just
recenter whiteness in the process.
On March 22, ACC and LMC
hosted a meeting to reflect on the events
with Osheta Moore. Hank Johnson,
pastor of Harrisburg Brethren in Christ
church attended and invited those who
are interested in becoming a Beloved
Community to contact him. Audrey
Kanagy, pastor of Ridgeview Mennonite,
and I will be meeting with him in April.
We desire to work toward a beloved
community where everyone can thrive.
Ridgeview welcomes other congregations
to join us on this journey.
John Eby
Osheta Moore believes that a
commitment to peacemaking requires
that white people step out of their
comfort and privilege and into the work
of eliminating racism and must reject
white supremacy even though these
are some of the most difficult topics to
address in America.
She encouraged us to move beyond
efforts toward racial reconciliation and
activities of antiracism to work at forming
a beloved community. She encouraged us
to first accept our own belovedness and
then form communities of Shalom which
are diverse and reflect the love of Jesus
for all people. Her book is an invitation
to white Christians to come to the table
and join this hard work and holy calling.
Rooted in the life, ministry, and teachings
of Jesus, she issued a challenging call to
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transform white shame, fragility,
saviorism, and privilege, in order to work
together to build the Beloved Community
as anti-racism peacemakers.
Becky Hess
What would be a wise pastoral
response to racism? We’ve been asking
that question at Eastern Mennonite
Missions.
Our board has created
policies over the last decade in an effort
to bring diversity. Our leadership team
completed the Intercultural Development
Inventory (IDI) assessment. For a global
organization, our results have been
sobering.
It seems like we need a handbook
on dismantling racism. While pondering,
“How can we make a difference?” One
opportunity came in the topic of “Dear
White Peacemaker: a Leader’s Day
Retreat” with Osheta Moore. Three of
us from EMM joined Osheta for the day.
As I listened I realized we were
receiving the gift of how to live and
disciple ourselves through this complex
world.
The simplicity that God loves us,
all of us, is key. Unfortunately, not all
peoples have been treated with the truth
of being beloved. For this we lament.
Walking within the soil of
belovedness as a discipline will change
us from the inside out. We desire to be
an extension of love with the anthem
of, “Thy Kingdom come, in me, thy will
be done on earth, through me, as it is in
heaven,” is our call.
Osheta took the fear out of
me regarding dismantling racism.
Overcoming, laying down shame and
living into the Shalom of “Jesus loves
us, this I know,” for all people. Known
love brings wisdom, and action, known
love stretches out its arms of love on a
hardwood of the cross embracing all who
come near. Thank you Osheta. •
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New MC USA curriculum
celebrates diversity
By Wil LaVeist
“Diversity: God’s Design,” a new,
multimedia, study from Mennonite
Church USA (MC USA) calls young
adults to celebrate their unique gifts and
the intentional diversity of God’s creation.
The four-week curriculum uses biblical
reflections to introduce the importance
of intercultural competency as part of
Christian growth and formation.
“This curriculum will become
increasingly relevant in our denomination
as we seek to be more diverse and inclusive
in sharing the Good News,” said Glen
Guyton, executive director of MC USA
and speaker, author and advocate for
cultural competency. “So often we overlook
the capability of our young people in
discipling others. The curriculum provides
an opportunity for today’s young adults to
reflect on how they will shape the future of
our denomination,” he added.
“Diversity: God’s Design” features
voices from across the Mennonite church
who share biblical narratives and personal
experiences that invite participants to
explore how and why they should join the
journey of celebrating diversity.
The study is recommended
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for young adult and intergenerational
audiences in faith-based settings, such as
churches, Mennonite and other Christian
schools, small groups and self-study. Each
45-60-minute lesson includes:
• A featured sermonette
video and biblical passage
• A video sharing a young
adult’s perspective
• A spoken word poetry video
• Reflection and engagement
questions
• Weekly action steps
• Supplemental resources
“Being intercultural is part of biblical
discipleship,” said Sue Park-Hur, MC USA
denominational minister for Transformative
Peacemaking. “Without this lens, it’s hard
to welcome people. We need to see God’s
intentional plan for diversity, and to ask
ourselves, ‘How do we come together as a
church and still celebrate our differences?’”
“Diversity: God’s Design” curriculum
was developed in response to a request
from an MC USA-affiliated college seeking
to address students’ questions about the
intersection of faith and diversity, according
to Park-Hur.
“’Diversity: God’s Design’ is a
steppingstone opportunity for young adults
and intergenerational communities to
listen, explore, discover and ponder what
it means to be ingrafted into a globalized
faith community that mirrors difference
and diversity,” said Stevens. “I hope that

curriculum participants will catch a spark
that ignites a commitment to keep learning
and building relational bridges across the
outliers of difference!” she added.
The curriculum is available free of
charge, but donations are appreciated.
To
support
Mennonite
Church
USA’s peacebuilding work, donate to
#BringThePeace initiatives at https://
www.mennoniteusa.org/give/. Artwork by
Lynn Hur •
“Diversity” curriculum topics are:
“The gift of difference,” with
sermonette by Rev. Michelle Armster,
executive director, Mennonite
Central Committee, Central States
Region
“We are God’s family,” with
sermonette by Jason Storbakken,
pastor at Manhattan Mennonite
Fellowship, and co-founder and
president of the Board of Directors
of the Brooklyn Peace Center in
Brooklyn, New York
“Do I belong here?” with sermonette
by Hyacinth Stevens, executive
director for Mennonite Central
Committee East Coast
“Us vs. them” with sermonette by Sue
Park-Hur, MC USA denominational
minister for Transformative
Peacemaking
Currents 2022
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Indonesia 2022:
less on-site, more
creative options
By Mennonite World Conference Staff
How will we gather for Assembly
17? The Executive Committee [of MWC]
has opted for limited on-site attendees
and many options for online attendees at
the hybrid Assembly 17. MWC Assembly
is hosted by the three Indonesian
Anabaptist-Mennonite synods in Central
Java, Indonesia, 5-10 July 2022.
MWC Assembly 17 in Indonesia will
welcome 700 on-site participants with the
option of additional Indonesian guests for
opening night and closing service. Due to
COVID-19 regulations, 700 is the number
currently possible.
Mennonite World Conference’s
Assembly, which normally gathers
thousands of Anabaptists from around
the globe every six years, was postponed
from 2021 to 2022 due to the pandemic.
Program
Sangkakala Seminary (STT), a JKI
seminary located outside Salatiga, will
host most of the plenary sessions. In
addition, “satellite” meeting places at
four local congregations will live-stream
evening plenaries, while the international
choir sings at STT. The closing service
will be celebrated at JKI Holy Stadium in
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Semarang.
“This way, online participants can
‘travel’ with us to different places in
Indonesia,” says Liesa Unger, MWC Chief
International Events Officer.
Most of the afternoon activities
-- including workshops, Global Church
Village, fun and games, and children’s
program -- and lodging will take place at
two hotels in Salatiga.
Morning and late-night youth
program will also take place at the hotel’s
indoor and outdoor venues.
Registration categories
A little less than half of the 700
registration spaces for on-site Assembly
are reserved for Indonesian registrants,
divided up between full participation and
daily participation.
The remaining registration spaces
will be divided equally between the four
registration categories (based on national
GDP), to give members from each
region opportunity to participate. [Click
here to view rate categories]
“This mode for Assembly increases
complexities in planning, but offers more
opportunity for local church members
to engage with international visitors,
creates more opportunities for online
participants to get to know Indonesia
and to respond faster to possible health
concerns,” says Liesa Unger.

Further information regarding
workshops, network meetings, Assembly
Scattered tours and lodging options will be
posted on the registration site.
“We want as many people as possible
to come,” says Paulus Widjaja, chair
of the National Advisory Committee
in Indonesia. “We first dreamed of it
in Paraguay in 2009. The pandemic
discouraged us but we are still very
enthusiastic to bring people to Indonesia.”
The church ambassador kit is
available for congregations to download
use to help promote Assembly in
Indonesia. The ambassador kit can be
found at
mwc-cmm.org/resources/
ambassador-kit-resources •

- Friday, June 3, 2022 -
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MCC Partners in Ukraine
work to meet physical
and spiritual needs
By Jason Dueck
In the silence that lived between the
deadly warnings of air raid sirens, the sound of
a small choir, singing a song of praise, echoed
out of a church sanctuary in western Ukraine.
Just the night before, Anna, administrative
coordinator for MCC Ukraine, had absentmindedly hummed a few bars of the song
during an evening tea break at the church.
Uplifted by that quiet moment of
inspiration, the church’s pastor suggested some
of the young people in the church record a
performance of the song as an act of worship.
He hoped the lyrics speaking of God’s power
and protection might offer spiritual comfort in
a dangerous time.
But this hymn about God’s love and
power isn’t the only thing the church is offering
to their neighbors. Anna and her family fled
Zaporizhzhia, their home in southeastern
Ukraine, as the conflict edged dangerously
close. They were taken in by the church’s
pastor and his family near Lviv. Anna and her
family immediately joined the efforts of the
church to house, feed and care for as many of
the masses of refugees moving to or through
western Ukraine as they could manage.
They’ve filled the upper level of the
church with foam mattresses and blankets
to offer rest to the weary. They’re finding
temporary homes for as many refugees as they
can, often dozens of people each day. They
pray with and for those who are without hope.
And they prepare hot meals and clean water
for the hungry and thirsty.
All the work Anna is doing with the
church and alongside other local organizations
is supported by generous donations to MCC’s
Ukraine emergency response.
For years, Anna’s work has involved
supporting displaced people from other parts
of the country, and now she’s having that
experience from the other side. She says that
even as prepared as her family was physically to
flee their home, it’s essentially impossible to be
prepared emotionally for what it is like.
“When I came to the church [last week],
I entered the building and I started to cry. I
started to cry a lot, I could not stop. Because
I was feeling that I lost something, or I was
leaving something in the past. I understood
that we are refugees now. We are far away from
our home. It was only a few years ago we were
serving refugees from the east of Ukraine. We

had refugees in our church.
And now I understand that
in this time, we are refugees
somewhere.”
While her experience as a
refugee has been emotionally
and spiritually taxing, she says
she’s found a great deal of
meaning and hope by choosing
to help others experiencing the
same challenges.
“I cannot imagine that
a week ago I was as a refugee,
like, I just came here,” says
Anna. “But in the last few days,
I was able to welcome these
people who just came from
these hard places. And I can
see how much fear and worry
they have in their eyes. But I can
understand what they’re feeling.
And now I can invite them to
the table to sit and to be there and to eat this
warm meal. And I tell them that now they’re in
a safe place — praise the Lord — and that we
have friends around the world. So I try to be
useful. I try to be helpful for people who just
arrived here.”
In addition to Anna’s efforts near Lviv,
MCC continues to respond to immediate needs
in Ukraine through its local partners. In Uman
and in the Cherkasy region, an MCC partner
is providing lodging, meals, basic medications
and food items for IDPs as well as fuel for
people who are evacuating. In Zaporizhzhia,
an MCC partner is delivering food baskets
to the homes of individuals with disabilities.
And in Avdiivka, an MCC partner is providing
families that are staying in the city with food
and enough funds to cover basic needs for two
weeks. •

Captions: (above) MCC staff
member Anna, center, with her
family and members of the local
Evangelical Baptist church in
western Ukraine that has converted
their building into a refugee shelter
with support from MCC for those
fleeing the conflict.
(below) Anna made this pot of
borscht while on kitchen duty at
a refugee shelter assembled with
support from MCC by a local
Evangelical Baptist church in
western Ukraine. The flowers she
holds were a handmade gift from
her youngest daughter to mark
International Women’s Day on
March 8. *Her last name has been
withheld for security purposes.
Photos courtesy of MCC staff.
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News from Around ACC
Kids program
connects kids
across churches

through song, a speaker, time
in small groups, snacks and a
game.

This year, a small group
from several Lancaster-area
congregations brainstormed
and birthed the idea of Roots,
a 4 week Sunday evening
program for kids ages 5
through 5th grade to have
fun, connect across churches,
and get to know a little bit
more about God.

One of the planners,
Bethany Nissley, a member
at James Street Mennnite
Church, shared that “it feels
evident that this model
of collaborating across
churches for a kids program
is effective. Parents were
really excited for their kids to
be involved, and it was a very
meaningful evening together.
We left feeling so grateful and
are praying that God blesses
the remaining three weeks.”
•

Each evening over four
weeks in March and April
the program included a short
time of praise and worship

Safe for consumption:
media to feed the soul
Each quarter someone in the ACC family will provide a
list of new and old content that’s worth consuming. This
quarter’s column comes from Rachel Mast, member at
Conestoga Mennonite Church.
12 Ways Your Phone is Changing You by Tony
Reinke: This book breaks down 12 ways in which
technology and our phones have changed us and society
for good and bad. Some of the ways technology changes
us include craving immediate approval, losing literacy,
becoming addicted to distraction and becoming lonely.
But this book doesn’t stop at the bad ways technology
has changed us, but also offers a biblical perspective on
how to respond and live “smartphone smart.” This is a
truly convicting and eye opening book!
The Giver Quartet by Lois Lowry: This series is
considered “dystopian science fiction” for young adults,
but is a milder form than many of the dystopian society
books today. There are different characters in each book
but they all come together in the final one. These books
bring up themes of good and evil, love, right and wrong,
and sacrifice. I remember The Giver being read to my 4th
grade class, so this could be a good series for parents to
read with their kids. I just concluded reading through this
series and found it to be a fun read and at times thought
provoking.
Radical Integrity: The Story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
by Michael Van Dyke: An overview of the life of
German pastor and theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
He opposed Hitler and the Nazi regime and how
National Socialism was infiltrating the church. This book
was a great introduction to Bonhoeffer’s life. He made
life-altering decisions based on his convictions and as I
read I was challenged to look at my own convictions and
wonder if I would or could do the same if I was in his
shoes.
The Naked Marriage Podcast: Hosts of this podcast,
Dave and Ashley Willis, address many questions that
couples have in marriage that don’t always get talked
about. They are very open and honest about struggles
they have had and share marriage tips from a biblical
perspective. Dave and Ashley are one of the couples
who work with the ministry of XO Marriage. A great
podcast for any married couple and gives good material
for some interesting conversations in your marriage!
The Minimal Mom Podcast and Youtube Channel:
Dawn from the Minimal Mom frequently releases videos
about family minimalism, simplifying life, decluttering,
tips and tricks for cleaning, and home makeover projects.
Dawn and her sister, Diana, also release videos talking
about their Christian faith as a way to encourage others.
Dawn’s videos and personality are down to earth and
very relatable! I find that watching her videos help me to
get motivated to clean and also challenges me to ask the
deeper questions of why I keep the clutter I have! •
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Pastors gather to share,
listen on upcoming
MC USA resolutions
By ACC Staff
Atlantic Coast Conference pastors
gathered at Neffsville Mennonite Church on
March 1 to listen to one another and to the
Spirit as part of a process leading up to the
Mennonite Church USA delegate gathering in
May.
The morning session was designed
as a time of listening to better understand
the values and practices of those across the
conference. The session was also intended to
honor the ACC value of placing responsibility
within each congregation to discern application
of Biblical principles to matters of current
pastoral care.
“Our hope,” said Bob Petersheim, chair
of the task group charged with planning the
gathering, “is that this gathering can be a step
toward clarifying the position of others…We
need to better understand those with whom we
disagree if we hope to continue relating to and
loving one another.”
Pastors gathered in one large circle
around the light of Jesus Christ, represented
by a large candle in the center of the colorful
worship table. In an open ritual of light
proclaiming, “Jesus is the Light of the world,
of MC USA, of Atlantic Coast Conference”,
each congregation added their light around the
Christ candle proclaiming, “Jesus is the light
of” their congregation. In this way, every ACC
congregation’s presence, voice and light was
welcomed and recognized.
Throughout the morning, pastors
and representatives of ACC congregations
were asked to briefly share responses to two
questions:
How does your congregation regard
the MC USA Membership Guidelines and
what effect will retiring the Membership
Guidelines have in your congregation?
Responses to this question indicated a
variety of thought among, and even within,
ACC congregations. Some congregations
reported some level of indifference to the
Guidelines, naming the Confession of Faith
as a more highly valued document. Others
shared that while the Guidelines may not be
highly influential, its retirement would signal an
uncomfortable shift in policy on the topic of
sexuality.

What is your congregation’s
response to LGBTQ+ persons? What
congregational
discernment
have
you engaged in regarding LGBTQ+
membership, marriage, and/or ministry?
To this question nearly all representatives
noted their congregation’s desire to be
welcoming but clear differences in biblical
interpretation and level of past discernment
on inclusion were evident. Some ACC
congregations maintain a traditional view
of marriage and sexuality while others have
welcomed LGBTQ+ individuals into the life
of the congregation to various extents. Some
noted that their desire not to be at variance
with MC USA policy on issues of sexuality
creates dissonance between that policy and
their discernment of how God has called them
to apply pastoral care to LGBTQ+ members.
Following the time of sharing and
listening, pastors were given opportunity to
share what they heard the Spirit saying through
the voices of one another. Many of these
responses celebrated that faithfulness to God
and scripture is a common link among ACC
congregations, even if that faithfulness
looks different in various contexts.

on leaders and LGBTQ+ individuals.
Bob Petersheim closed with the
encouragement of all to build connections
with those who think differently. “The Body
of Christ includes those with diverse opinions
and the Spirit calls us to know and listen to
those who are different. Knowing one another
helps us better fulfill the Biblical call to love one
another.”
A special session of the MC USA
delegate body in May, 2022 will address at
least four resolutions. The Delegate Resources
page on the MC USA website provides the
text of these resolutions, answers frequently
asked questions on these resolutions, and
offers several helpful webinar recordings to
help delegates understand the process and the
resolutions.
Each congregation of the Mennonite
Church USA is eligible to send one (1) delegate
for each one hundred (100) congregational
members, or fraction thereof. Also,
congregations may send an additional youth
delegate (ages 16-21).

Knowing one another helps us better
fulfill the Biblical call to love one another.

29 of ACC’s 31 congregations
participated in sharing. Some have fully
engaged the question of whether and how to
include LGBTQ individuals and some have
not engaged for a variety of reasons.
Though the gathering was not designed
to reach decisions, it marked another
opportunity for ACC leaders to participate in
the Anabaptist practice of mutual discernment.
For some representatives, the time of listening
helpfully illustrated the diversity of thought
within ACC. Others noted the fatigue of this
ongoing conversation and the toll that it takes

Pastors and delegates will have additional
opportunity to ask questions and engage
in conversation during seminar times at the
upcoming ACC Assembly at James Street
Mennonite Church on April 23.
ACC’s Executive Committee and
Ministerial Leadership Committee have
convened a second task force that will develop
a conference-wide process to review any
ministerial credentialing changes to MC USA
policy following the May delegate session. •
Currents Spring 2022 |
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Upcoming
Events
MC USA Delegate Special Session

2022 Annual Spring Assembly

Saturday April 23
James Street MC
Everyone is invited to participate in the 2022
Spring Assembly, being held at James Street
Mennonite Church on April 23. The morning
delegate session will include conferencewide storytelling and reporting along with
other important business. Following lunch,
afternoon seminars will cover a variety of
topics in both informational and conversational
styles. Look for more details on seminars in
the coming days. Find details and registration
at atlanticcoastconference.net/assembly.

ACC Youth: Open
Gym Night at
James Street MC

Friday, April 22, 7-9pm
James Street
Mennonite Church
To open the Assembly
weekend, all youth groups
(7-12 grade) from across
ACC are invited for an open gym night at James
Street hosted by the ACC Youth Committee. There
will be snacks, large group games, and even a board
game zone. This is a time to reconnect, say hey
to new friends made earlier this year at the Fall
Retreat, and to simply have FUN! Youth leaders:
please bring along a snack item to share. ACC Youth
Committee will provide drinks. Please RSVP for
your group to brookm@atlanticcoastconference.net.
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May 27-30, 2022
Kansas City, Missouri
Due to pandemic-related travel concerns in 2021, the
regular Delegate Assembly connected with MennoCon
was reduced to a short, online session. The agenda
was limited to items that did not require table-group
processing. These items will be processed face-to-face
in Kansas City. More details on resolutions, meetings,
travel, etc. can be found at acc-conf.link/KC.

Indonesia 2022
Mennonite World Conference Assembly

July 5-10, 2022
Semarang, Indonesia
MWC Assembly 17 in Indonesia is a hybrid event! With
online registration you will get access to a virtual hub, the
“home-base” of online Assembly. Through the hub you
will enter into the virtual Assembly world. Here you can
access daily plenaries as live stream. You can participate
in hybrid and online workshops and discussions. You can
follow Assembly on-site through vlogs and participate in a
mixed online and on-site small group. There will be exhibits
of MWC related organization, concerts, children and youth
activities. Find details and registration at mwc-cmm.org.

ACC finances at a glance:
March 31, 2022 (fiscal year ends June 30)

